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“Foreign Countries’ Images in Shojo Manga Magazines:
An Analysis of “Weekly Shojo Friend” in 1960~1970’s

MASUDA Nozomi and INOMATA Noriko

Abstract : This paper examines the girls’comic magazine Weekly Shojo Friend from 1960 s to 1970 s, fo-
cusing on the content composition of the magazine and the countries in which comics were set in, and ana-
lyzes the changing roles of girls’comic magazines during this period. Regarding the composition of the con-
tents, the author discovered that information on stars and idols, and articles on fashion decreased, and that
the magazine was starting to pursue its specialty as a comic magazine. The most frequently depicted “for-
eign country” was America, and compared to Weekly Margaret, there were less comics set in Europe. The
manner in which “foreign countries” are depicted in girls’comics differ between magazines. In analyzing
girls’comic magazines, it is necessary not only to consider them in association to other medias, but also the
difference between the magazines themselves. However, although each magazine has its distinct color, both
Weekly Shojo Friend and Weekly Margaret include comics of diverse styles. Girls’ comic magazines likely

provide readers the chance to be exposed to diverse types of heroines/heroes and stories.
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