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How Should We Pronounce Names of Chinese in Japanese Under Globalization?

MORITA Koichi

Abstract : Names of Chinese people and places have been pronounced according to the local reading of the
Chinese characters in each country/area and in each era in the East Asian cultural sphere. Therefore the
author contends that Japanese speakers should pronounce the names of Chinese people and places written in
Chinese characters with the Japanese readings of Chinese characters. The author also suggests that although
in English, a global language, the names of Chinese people and places are pronounced by approximating the
sound of the original Chinese pronunciations, Japanese speakers should recognize them as English loan

words from Chinese, rather than Chinese words.

Key Words : the name of Chinese people, the name of Chinese places, katakanization of Chinese word,

globalization, Chinese character, the East Asian culture sphere
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