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Women's Political Participation and Regional
Women's Groups
— In the Case of Tottori Prefecture after the
Second World War —

TAKEYASU Hideko

(Summary)

Although Japan was in the 10th out of 186 countries for HDI in 2013, the result for GGI was
very poorly performed, the 105th out of 136 countries. Since her GGI rankings on educational
and health rights has been reported to be the world top level, the reasons for such an
inadequate GGI position is the significantly low women’s participation into economic and
political spheres. One of the obvious examples is the women proposition of National diet
member, which is in the 124th out of 148 countries, lower than the most of the countries in
Asia and Africa. According to these reports, while Japan is the one of the most advanced
countries, she is the latest country in the world in terms of gender gap.

However, this does not mean that Japanese women have not been active in the political
spheres. Many women worked in the women’s suffrage as well as the tenant farmer
movements and the labour movements before the WWIL 39 women candidates (8.4% of the
members) were elected at the 22th general election on April 1946 which was the first after
women gained the franchise, and women from various background has been participating in
various activities. However, the women’s participation remains peripheral and has not made
the main stream of the political activities.

Here, I discussed why women'’s political participation in Japan has not reached the center of
politics from the view point of feminism through the analyses on the activities and leader of

regional women'’s groups in Tottori prefecture.

Key words : women'’s political participation, gender, regional women's group, women's activity

group, obstract of women'’s political participation



