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In I873. the Duke of Beaufort gave a house party
at Badminton his country estate in Gloucestershire,
England. A severe storm forced the guests the
guests to remain indoors. Among them were some
British Army officers home from India; they fell to
discussing poona. a native Indian game centuries
old. To illustrate the game, the officers took a
champagne cork, stuck one end of it of feathers.
and began to bat it back and forth across the table
with tennis rackets. Soon all the guests were
enthusiastically playing and found the new sport a
fascinating means of escaping the boredom of their
confinement. That was birth of badminton. which

took its name from the duke’s coutry home.
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