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AN ARMY NEVER CREATED: LITHUANIAN NATIONAL UNITS
IN RUSSIA AND THEIR VETERANS ORGANISATION
IN LITHUANIA IN THE INTERWAR PERIOD

Vytautas Jokubauskas

ABSTRACT

The formation of national units in the Russian army began in 1914 during the First World War. They allo-
wed for the creation of national formations of Poles, Czechs, Armenians, Georgians and Latvians. After
the February revolution of 1917, at a similar time to the Estonians and Ukrainians, Lithuanian soldiers who
served in the Russian army also started to create units. Formed in different places, the Lithuanian units
did not reach the homeland in an organised manner. However, there were repeated attempts to present 101
this Lithuanian military organisation in Russia after the war as the origins of the national army. These
attempts intensified when veterans of national units started to come together in Lithuania, and in 1937
they established a separate organisation, the Kariuomenés pirmany sajunga [Association of Army Prede-
cessors]. It highlighted the contribution of Lithuanians to the Great War, but there was not enough time
before 1940 to develop its activities as planned. The article reveals the reasons for and the circumstances
of the creation of Lithuanian national units, and examines how and why former soldiers from these units,
who lived in Lithuania during the interwar period, joined the organisation.

KEY WORDS: First World War, national units, Russian army, Lithuanian army, veterans organisations,
Association of Army Predecessors.

ANOTACIJA

Pirmajame pasauliniame kare tautinius dalinius Rusijos kariuomenéje pradéta formuoti 1914 m. Juos
buvo leista kurti lenkams, ¢ekams, arménams, gruzinams, latviams. Jau po 1917 m. Vasario revoliucijos,
panasiu metu kaip estai ir ukrainieciai, tokius dalinius eme kurti lietuviy kariai, tarnave Rusijos kariuome-
néje. Suformuoti skirtingose vietovése, lietuviy daliniai nepasieké gimtinés organizuotu badu. Vis délto po
karo bata nevienkartiniy bandymy pateikti Sig lietuviy kariy saviorganizacijg Rusijoje kaip tautinés Lietu-
vos kariuomeneés istakas. Labai Sie bandymai intensyvejo buriantis tautiniy daliniy veteranams Lietuvoje,
ypac 1937 m. jkarus savo atskirg organizacijg - Kariuomenés pirmany sajunga. Jos veikla turéjo tarytum
iSryskinti lietuviy indélj j Didjjj kara, taciau iki 1940 m. tos veiklos nebuvo spéta iSrutulioti taip, kaip planuo-
ta. Straipsnyje atskleidziamos lietuviy tautiniy daliniy kairimo prieZastys ir aplinkybés bei nagrinéjama,
kaip ir kodél buve Siy daliniy kariai, gyvene Lietuvoje tarpukariu, susivienijo j organizacija.

PAGRINDINIAI ZODZIAI: Pirmasis pasaulinis karas, tautiniai daliniai, Rusijos kariuomeng, Lietuvos
kariuomeneé, veterany organizacijos, Kariuomenés pirmdny sajunga.
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