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FOREWORD

“BORN, BRED AND WED HERE, TWO LIVING ANCESTORS SPEAK”
Mary Ellis and Millie Combs

Publication of this treasured volume of Black Frankfort is an exciting event in the new mil-
lennium. As the oldest living city residents whose memories are recorded here, we are proud
to be part of this book. Born in 1go2, we are witnesses of the progression of human beings
and events that span the entire twentieth century. Furthermore, we carry in our heads and
hearts memories and facts passed on to us from the nineteenth century by our ancestors, the
Traceys and Carters. Very few can claim over 95 years’ living in Frankfort. Each of us was
born, bred, and wed in this fair city. We stayed here to raise our families and to watch the
numbers grow and grow. We are proud of how tightly knit they have remained over the years.
How happy we are of this effort to honor and document our presence in the neighborhoods
represented on the pages that follow.

We give thanks for this chance to brush the cobwebs from such treasured memories as
using the church as our one-room schoolhouse and of hiding our old victrola in the nearby
woods until church meetings let out so that we could return to the all-purpose building and
start dancing. Some of us never stopped dancing! Or on another level, it warms our hearts to
recall a father who would stay up all Saturday night to keep a fire in the wood stove just so
the children could be warm next day in Sunday school. Of course, our memories run the
whole gamut of the Frankfort experience expressed in this book—births and deaths, joys
and sorrows, growth and losses, floods and floodwalls, changes for the best, and changes for
the worst.

Needless to say, some of our latent fears have also been brought to the surface by the images
shown here. We feel such horror for the evils that have beset our children. Our children are our
future, but we know that change must start with the parents if we hope to control the violence
and crime and the lack of self-respect and respect for others that fill our streets and homes these
days. We yearn for the return of selflessness and caring about others. Why have we forgotten
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PREFACE

At various times in my career, like standing in front of the Royal Court Theatre in London on the
opening night of my play, or in the middle of technical rehearsals for my first Broadway show,
when scenery and tempers were about to combust, I remember quite vividly saying to mysellf,
“How did this skinny Negro boy from Frankfort, Kentucky, end up here?”

It was the stakes of the situation, the seeming incongruity of Frankfort, Kentucky, and open-
ing night in London, of skinny Negro Boy and big Broadway musical, which led me to ask the
question. For as far as my memory would afford me, one day I was sitting on my Grandmother’s
front porch at dusk playing “I see something you don’t see,” or I was in a school closing play at
Rosenwald Laboratory School, or playing the trumpet badly at First Baptist Church, the con-
gregation nodding and saying, “Good job,” and the next thing I know, 'm in the middle of my
career, confronting impossible obstacles and overwhelming possibilities. And so how did this
skinny Negro boy from Frankfort, Kentucky, get here? As is frequently the case, the question
and the answer are one and the same. I am where I am precisely because of who I am and where
[ am from.

[ am so grateful to be born when and where I was born, surrounded by a community of
people, each of whom I felt had a vested, personal investment in my feeling safe and proud in
the world, not because I was special, but because I was one of them. The confidence with which
I have gone into worlds unknown and asserted my right to be there is in direct relationship to
my growing up in a town where my heart, mind, and spirit were fed strong doses of self-worth
and permission to believe in my own sense of magic.

In looking at the photographs and reading the accompanying text and interviews in Com-
munity Memories: A Glimpse of African American Life in Frankfort, Kentucky, I felt this profound
sense of home, caring, laughter, and love rush over me. Though certain vestiges of what was
Frankfort’s Black community are no more (the house where I spent the first ten years of my
life on Blanton Street has been devoured by some gargantuan state building), the visceral
memory of what that community was and is, lives on. It lives on, not just in the images and
words of Community Memories, but in the spirits and accomplishments, both large and small,
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INTRODUCTION

The images and recollections featured in this book draw upon photographs and oral history
interviews that were gathered through a truly community project. It started in the mind of
John Gray of Historic Frankfort, Inc., in 1995. He developed a proposal to copy photographs
from African American family collections, to preserve them, and to make them publicly acces-
sible. He turned to the African American Heritage Commission, under the auspices of the
Kentucky Heritage Council, who responded with enthusiasm. They provided initial funding
for the project and were quickly joined in their support by the Franklin County Bicentennial
Commission, the City of Frankfort, and the Farmers Bank and Capital Trust Co.

Gray then approached the Kentucky Historical Society and the Kentucky Oral History
Commission for technical support. Seizing the opportunity to build on earlier KHS efforts,
including the model “Ohio River Portrait” project, the landmark History of Blacks in Kentucky,
and Assistant KHS Director James Wallace’s work to document the history of the “Bottom” in
Frankfort, the Society joined the project as a full partner. Expressing a keen interest in aug-
menting the photographs with personal recollections, the Kentucky Oral History Commis-
sion joined the effort by funding an oral history component to the project.

Although the institutional, financial, and technical support was in place, the project
could succeed only if members of the community responded with a willingness to share their
images and to tell their stories. Clearly, an effort designed to tap hidden resources in a close-
knit community could flourish only if that community embraced the project. Frankfort native
Sheila Mason Burton responded to the challenge by assembling a group of dedicated commu-
nity volunteers, who served as core members of a project steering committee. When Mason
Burton put out the call for help, Anne Butler, Cornelia Calhoun, Mary E. Clay, Bernice Combs,
Mattie Davis, Winona Fletcher, Brooks Giles, Henrietta Gill, Clara E. Hogan, Dorothy Jones,
Tanya McGaha, Dorothy McGowan, John Sykes, and Barbara White responded with untiring
enthusiasm. The volunteers informed each phase of the project—from image collection and
interviewing, to image selection for an exhibit at the Old State Capitol, and finally development
of this publication—bringing their own perspectives and experiences from the community.
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In the first phase of the project, community residents were invited to bring their photos
to four copy sessions hosted at First Baptist Church, Corinthian Baptist Church, Kentucky
State University, and the annual Clinton Street/Mayo-Underwood High School reunion. The
Revs. K.L. Moore, L. A. Newby, and Edgar Mayham of the First Baptist, Corinthian Baptist,
and St. John A.M.E. Churches encouraged their congregations to participate, while Cable 10
and Al Dix and Phil Case at the Frankfort State Journal spread news of the project community-
wide. At each site volunteers recorded identifying information and Historic Frankfort volunteer
Gene Burch, who loaned use of his own photographic equipment, made archival film copies.
Burch and KHS photographer Nathan Prichard made over four hundred fifty copy images
found in fifty-two personal collections, enhancing access to and preservation of a vital com-
ponent of Frankfort’s past.

As the photographic copy sessions came to a close, the oral history interviews became the
project’s focus. Oral history conveys life stories drawn from memory, prompted by an inquisi-
tive interviewer, and recorded for posterity. The communication of life stories, remembrances,
and experiences transforms a single memory into a shared entity. From the repetition and recon-
struction of this shared memory emerges a sense of collective meaning, interpretation, and
thus group identity. It is this identity that shapes, defines, and redefines the worldviews of the
participants involved in the community created out of this social bond. When experiences
and perceptions move from the mind of one individual to the shared memories of the collec-
tive group, the result is the formation of community memories.

These memories offer a brief glimpse into the everyday life of several Black individuals
and communities in Frankfort, Kentucky. To say that there could possibly exist a singularly
unified “African American community” in Frankfort is a challenging proposition. Within the
city there have been multiple Black neighborhoods, within which are individual streets that
develop vastly different personalities as residents come and go. There have been several Black
churches, each with unique perspectives, and individual nuances in worship and musical
styles. Prior to integration there were three Black schools, employing educators with different
teaching styles, instructing students with diverse curricular and extracurricular interests. In
addition, there were multiple families led by adults who worked hard in very different occupa-
tional communities, who, along with their children, lived in these neighborhoods and attended
these churches and schools. Had we conducted one thousand interviews for the project, we
would not have covered all of the potential perspectives.

We conducted interviews with thirty-seven individuals for the project. Initially, members of
the steering committee identified, through personal networks of friends, family, and acquain-
tances, several individuals they felt should be interviewed. These individuals were contacted
and interviews were scheduled. Unfortunately, as is the ever-present danger with oral history,
some individuals passed away before they could be interviewed for the project. In rare cases,
a few contacts declined an interview. However, in most cases, people were excited by the
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project and eager to participate. Winona Fletcher, Sheila Mason Burton, Jim Wallace, and Doug
Boyd conducted the oral history interviews. From these interviews emerged several large
themes expressing individuals’ experiences about a shared past. Every person has a story and
every story is different. Individuals perceive the same events and experiences through unique
lenses of interpretation. In addition, individual memories fade as time passes and sometimes
memories conflict.

Nowhere is this more evident than in the story of Ann Reed, a Black centenarian who was
interviewed for a special newspaper edition during Frankfort’s centennial in 1886. In that arti-
cle, Reed, who claimed to be between 108 and 114 years old (born ca. 1771—78), told of her life
during slavery, when she was “large enough to wait on the table” for General Washington, and
how she remembered well the War of 1812. Her recollections of local interest included Frank-
fort (established in 1786) before any houses were built, General Lafayette’s visit to Kentucky
in 1825, and the 1826 hanging of Jereboam Beauchamp for the murder of Solomon P. Sharp. At
the end of the interview, however, the newspaper made the disclaimer that Mrs. Reed’s mind
was fading and that she could be recounting tales of events she had heard described, rather than
ones she had personally witnessed. Indeed, the 1880 Franklin County census cited her age as
99, which would have placed her birth closer to 1780-81. In any case, whether her accounts
were eyewitness or hearsay, they unquestionably recalled an earlier time through a unique
perspective.

The interviews and photographs gathered through this project reveal many deeply rooted
traditions and group identities among Black residents in the Frankfort area. Celebrations,
stories, songs, meeting places, rites of passage, and occupational lore create the fabric of com-
munity memory, reflecting common bonds, shared values, and visions.

The elusive concept of community is what binds together the chapters of this book. The
chapters are mere conceptual lines, drawn from the dominant themes that emerged in the
images and interviews. As we began to look more closely at the collection, we were struck by
the sense of achievement, community, and belonging that emerged. The important roles of
the churches, of the schools, of hard work, and of family were evident throughout. Inter-
twined within these recollected webs of social interaction are the memories of the neighbor-
hoods, the businesses, and many individual personalities. However, a community consists of
much more than geographical proximity or neighborhood closeness. The concept of commu-
nity materializes from shared experiences, traditional knowledge and customs in common,
communal rites of passage, religious expression and fellowship, the development of occupa-
tional folk groups, as well as the constant development and maintenance of the social bonds
of family and friendship. What emerges is a common cultural frame of reference solely based
on these social relationships.

Community Memories brings together a small collection of a shared past. Additional images
pertinent to the Black experience in Frankfort are accessible in other KHS photo collections
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“BLEST BE THE TIES THAT BIND”

+ COMMUNITY -

“We lived together, fought with one another,
cried together, and other things
that make people close.”

James “Papa Jazz” Berry
Frankfort State Journal,
March 2, 1975

FRANKFORT’S AFRICAN AMERICAN community has been composed of many neighbor-
hoods, each of which evolved at different times and for different reasons. Neighborhoods,
like the people who live in them, tend to develop character—distinguishing features by
which they become known. The settlements that have made up the Black community in Frank-
fort have all had their own unique traits. Among the earlier neighborhoods, Green Hill and
Hickman Hill, located in the eastern portion of the county, were small and rural in nature, as
was Farmdale in the southwestern part of Franklin County. Normal Heights, located in the area
surrounding the Kentucky State Normal School (now Kentucky State University and subse-
quently referred to as Kentucky State), and often referred to simply as “The Hill,” had an abun-
dance of families and several small restaurants. “The Bottom,” or “Craw,” in downtown Frankfort
was frequently flooded and housed many of the Black community’s business, social, and reli-
gious institutions. The South Frankfort Black neighborhood at one time extended to the area
surrounding the State Capitol but later became concentrated nearer the Kentucky River. Among
the newer neighborhoods, College Park was started by a group of stockholders composed
primarily of faculty and staff at Kentucky State. The only subdivision in Frankfort financed
and built completely by Blacks, it encompassed a 32-acre tract that had once been part of the

3



college’s farm. Sutterlin Terrace on Douglas Street, and the Cherokee subdivision, across from
Kentucky State, came about because of urban renewal.

Within the various Black neighborhoods, proximity, unity, and shared purpose presented
numerous opportunities to socialize. A warm evening in any of these areas would find neigh-
bors gathered on front porches sharing news and gossip, men congregating on street corners
“shooting the breeze,” and children playing in the street, most winding down after a long day
and dinner around the kitchen table. Sounds of “Mother, May I?” and “Red Light/Green
Light” emanated from the street and empty fields in South and North Frankfort, on the “Hill,”
and wherever children congregated to play. Images of girls jumping rope and playing hop-
scotch and boys shooting marbles and riding scooters caught the eye. At dusk, a mother’s call
from a porch or window signaled the end of the game—even if a new one had just begun. A
sense of safety and security prevailed, where door keys were shared, if doors were locked at all.
Margaret Berry explained, “We never had to lock a door...in the summertime...we’d leave the
windows open.... We could go to sleep and we didn’t have to worry about nobody because
there was always somebody walking and watching.”

Collective responsibility was an accepted way of life in the Black neighborhoods and that
responsibility was extended to children and elders alike. In these multigenerational neigh-
borhoods, the philosophy that “it takes a village to raise a child” found expression in the way
adults monitored and disciplined youngsters, regardless of whether the children were theirs.
James Ellis remembered “Old Miss Johnson” watching from her front porch over children
playing ball along Hill Street. “Believe me, she’d referee. And she’d say...You're out! You're
out!” You'd just as well forget it!” Margaret Ellis added, “If we got out of line any way, some-
body from somebody’s porch would holler at us.”

Not surprisingly, some elders in the neighborhood, though deeply loving and apprecia-
tive of the children, tended to be a little less tolerant of the noise and confusion that a street
full of kids can create. On Third Street it was Ada Hudson; on Second Street it was Florence
Warren. But, in general, as William Calhoun summed it up: “Everybody was everybody’s child.”
Respect for older residents was common throughout the community of neighborhoods. In a
world that was often challenging, if not oppressive, residents recognized and honored the
strength and cunning that their elders employed to survive.

Despite their separate locales and distinct features, the neighborhoods inhabited by
Blacks in Franklin County formed the total Black community. Issues significant to Blacks fur-
ther united this community in action. Frankfort, as the state’s capital, has often been a center
for issues affecting African Americans throughout the state. Thus, local Blacks, by virtue of liv-
ing at the center of state government, were often called upon to take leadership roles in organ-
izing marches, protests, and community response. Forced together because of racism, or felt
injustices, or when united for a common cause, Blacks in different neighborhoods were welded
into the larger community by circumstances affecting all their lives.
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Two causes that united the Black community were the threat to destroy Green Hill Ceme-
tery and the civil rights movement of the 1960s, especially the early sit-ins and the 1964 March
on Frankfort. Community leaders emerged from these events—people such as Jackson Robb,
the Rev. Edgar Mack, Helen Holmes, Frank and Margurite Shauntee, Doctors Gus and Gertrude
Ridgel, William Exum, Archie Surratt, John Buckner, the Rev. K. L. Moore, and Jimmy Graham,
to name a few. Many were connected with Kentucky State, which has always served as a mag-
net to attract and develop strong leadership.

Margurite Shauntee, whose voice was frequently heard at tense moments during the days
of the civil rights movement in Frankfort, remembered a time when she and Helen Holmes
were driving home after a meeting and discovered a carload of disgruntled whites following
their car. “Mrs. Holmes just cleverly headed for the Bottom, where she knew those white
boys did not want to go; we came on home safely after that.”

Religious, educational, business, and social institutions served as engines of the community.
Community life and institutional life intertwined; the threads ran together to strengthen and
reinforce each other. Local businesses—beauty and barbershops, grocery stores, nightclubs, and
restaurants—served as meeting places where folks from the various neighborhoods shared news
and talked with each other. The local churches, three of which were located in the Bottom, drew
hundreds of Blacks together for Sunday and other weekly activities. Winnie A. Scott, the hos-
pital that served the Black community, was located in South Frankfort and was the birthplace
for many throughout the various neighborhoods. And, of course, the schools located in the
Bottom and on the Hill—Clinton Street, Mayo-Underwood, Rosenwald, and Kentucky State—
were perhaps the most treasured of all the community’s institutions. Support for these institutions
galvanized the entire community. Crowds turned out for dances, fashion shows, bazaars, commu-
nity entrepreneur and entertainer Jack Robb’s organ/piano concerts, and other fund-raising
annual affairs. Some were noteworthy because of their novelty, such as the “Tom-Thumb Wed-
ding” and “The Womanless Wedding,” which saw Jack Robb, Will Wren, and a number of the
community’s men and boys in drag back in 1943. These were fun, community-oriented activities
that not only raised money, but also helped weave together community life and institutional life.

Certainly the local clubs and organizations whose members came from throughout the
Black neighborhoods were at the heart of community life. The Black community possessed a
rich and varied set of social organizations that served as social outlets for both women and
men. They were especially vibrant during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
when social outlets were sometimes restricted. Many were Frankfort specific—the Grad Club,
Capital City Club, Jolly Eights, and Pleasurettes, and later the Jazz Moms, Ebonettes, Brick-
house, Brickettes, and New Direction. Others were local chapters of national organizations:
American War Mothers, Women’s Progressive Club, Links, Masonic Lodges, and fraternities
and sororities. Frankfort-specific clubs have diminished in number, while local chapters of
national organizations continue to exist and flourish.
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Special individuals, sometimes lovingly referred to as “characters,” also defined the com-
munity. Former residents of the Bottom remember “Squeezer” Brown with fondness. Brown, a
World War I veteran and musician, could be seen playing and performing around the neighbor-
hood and was famous for using his pension check to buy local kids treats that they could not
otherwise afford. Residents of many of the Black neighborhoods were accustomed to friendly
visits from “January,” a gentle white man, and Eva Cox, both of whom sold “baseball tickets,” a
popular form of gambling. Most of the neighborhoods had their own beloved characters. Their
antics and lifestyles lent personality to community life and created shared memories.

Communities evolve; they are not static. Sometimes they even die. The loss of a commu-
nity can inflict tremendous emotional and spiritual scars. Such was the destruction of the
North Frankfort “Bottom” neighborhood by urban renewal in the late 1950s and 1960s. For-
mer residents expressed a sense of helplessness and loss of control of their lives, a feeling of
unfairness and lack of concern for family and community. Margaret Berry summed it up this
way: “They mistreated the people...took the school away [Mayo-Underwood]....If they’d let
us alone, left our teachers alone, the school would have been there and our children would
have learned something. Now they go to school.... Those people don’t care nothing about
them. They don’t push them. We got some [smart children] come out of Mayo-Underwood as
lawyers and doctors and everything.” Healing such wounds takes many years.

Today, as housing and residency patterns change, the traditional Black urban neighbor-
hood is becoming a rarity. Well-defined Black neighborhoods are dwindling and the number of
residents in them continues to diminish as individuals move out into surrounding suburbs.
The neighborhoods adapted to changing needs and demands. In earlier years the barbershop,
beauty parlors, bars, and clubs resonated with laughter and gossip. The street corners and
front porches—the open windows and neighborhood fences — were once favorite meeting
places. More recently, kitchen tables, churches, and club meetings, the Senior Citizen Center,
and the YMCA provide places for shared memories, news, and gossip. While some of the old
ways of connecting have been replaced, many are still alive and well in Frankfort’s Black com-
munity. The old African commitment of “obligations to our people” remains a major motiva-
tion for action and also serves as the infrastructure of community dynamics among African
Americans in the city.












BLACK NEIGHBORHOODS

Historically, there were three predominantly Black neighbor-

hoods in Frankfort, as well as several rural Black commu-
nities in Franklin County. The cohesive flavor of these
neighborhoods has given way to the global trend
toward less distinct boundaries and character.
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North Frankfort — At different times, portions

of North Frankfort were known as Craw
or the Bottom, which was largely demol-
ished by urban renewal in the 1960s.
The neighborhood was bound by the
river, Fort Hill, and the Old State Capitol.

EAST

South Frankfort — Pawpaw Shoots, owing

its name to African tradition, was near the
Capitol at Briar Cliff and Stanley Streets.
Later, Black neighborhoods were concentra-
ted north of 4th Street and east of Logan Street.

Kentucky State vicinity — Normal Heights was
situated on “the Hill,” adjacent to Kentucky
State on the eastern side.

Douglas St. and Sutterlin Terrace (located

in the Douglas St. circle) grew east of Kentucky
State as the campus annexed land once a part of
the Normal Heights neighborhood.

The Cherokee subdivision, and later, College Park,
followed suburban development trends, growing south
of Main St. and progressively farther from Kentucky State.

Rural Communities — Green Hill was essentially a rural community
nestled southwest of US 60 where it curved to intersect US 460.

Hickman Hill was situated east of Frankfort, near the
Woodford County line, along Leestown Road (US 421).

Farmdale was found south of Frankfort on the road to
Lawrenceburg (US 127), near the Anderson County line.
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THE COLORED CHURCHES OF FRANKFORT
By Dr. E. E. Underwood, published in the State Journal, October 3, 1936.

The First Baptist Church was organized in 1833, its first pastor being Rev. Henderson
Williams. Its members worshiped in a building on Clinton Street, adjoining the prison
walls, and they continued to worship there until 1904. They then purchased its present
site. Some opposition was encountered to the erection of the building in that neighborhood,
some of the property holders going so far as to take the matter into the courts. The case
was carried to the Court of Appeals, which handed down an unanimous decision sustain-
ing their rights to build. Most of its ministers have enjoyed long pastorates, especially Rev.
James Monroe, Rev. Robert Martin, Rev. Eugene Evans, and Rev. W. H. Ballew, its present
pastor is the Rev. J. W. Broaddus who has been serving the church for over four years. This
church owns its parsonage, located on Clinton Street, and an Annex building, fronting on
High Street. This latter building is used for the various activities of the church, and contains
a nice library. This church celebrated its 10oth anniversary three years ago, which was a
period of great rejoicing among its members.

The Corinthian Baptist Church, located on Mero Street, was organized in 1876. Its first
pastor was the Rev. James H. Parrish. In 1929, under the pastorate of the Rev. W. L. Campbell,
an Annex was built which contains a Sunday School room downstairs, and a pastor’s study
and seven additional rooms upstairs, which are used for the various activities of the church.
Its present pastor is the Rev. L.V. Jenkins. It numbers among its pastors Rev. Reuben Strauss,
Rev. R.H. C. Mitchell, Rev. William A. Credit, Rev. E. T. Fishback. This church owns its
parsonage, which is located on Murray Street.

The St. John A.M.E. Church, located on Clinton Street, was organized in 1839, its first
building being on Lewis Street. Its first pastor was the Rev. George Harlan. In 1893 the
present building was erected under the pastorate of Rev. James M. Turner. About fourteen
years ago an Annex was built, containing a Sunday School room, pastor’s study and rooms
for the activities of the church. Among its most prominent pastors were Rev. B. E Lee, after-
wards a Bishop in the Church, Rev. G.H. Schaffer, Rev. D. E Bently [sic, Rev. D.S. Bentley],
Rev. P A. Nichols, Rev. G. E David, Rev. J.W. Frazier. Its present pastor is the Rev. H. H.
Brewer, who has been serving for a number of years. This church owns its parsonage
which is located on Lewis Street.

Bethel Temple Apostolic Church is located on Washington Street, and is pastored by the
Rev. Lula Jones. This church was organized in recent years. It is connected with the
national organization of the same belief.
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names all carved over the wall. Just like a regular, regular teenage joint, except it was
home. Didn’t nobody smoke too much then. It wasn’t smoky. It was dark in there. The lights
just didn’t put out like they do now, so it was dark. And we would go in there and meet our
little friends in there and drink soda pop. I think that’s all he had in there.

Boyd: When were you too old for Tigers Inn?

Sykes: I would say...I even hung out some after I got out of high school, but about the time
I got out of high school. I was leaving town anyway. When you get old enough to drive, you
can go other places. And when you find a friend that’s got a car.
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“HE AIN'T HEAVY”

+ FAMILY -

“What money can’t buy and the law can't limit.”

A Slave Ancestor’s Wit and Wisdom

._,[-AP THE MEMORIES of Black family members and get them to talking about unforget-
table moments from their family’s past, then prepare yourself to be deluged by the complexities,
contradictions, and commitments of universal family life that come gushing out. The message
is clear—the Black family has persevered as perhaps the most beloved institution of the com-
munity. Through economic and other hardships, it has been, and continues to be, a sustain-
ing, nurturing force and a source of hope, pride, and belonging.

Frequent and well-attended family reunions offer testimony to the enduring nature of the
Black family and the importance of kinship ties. Examples of this are the annual Warren and
Metcalf family reunions that draw relatives from all over the country back to Frankfort, the
family home. Go to one of these events and you will find a multitude composed of mothers,
fathers, grandparents, aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, and cousins, and cousins, and more
cousins—all seeking to reconnect with their Frankfort homeplace and with each other.

Today, in spite of this modern era in which families tend to be smaller and more dispersed
geographically, continuity of family ties and an enduring tendency of African American families
to ban together produces strong support systems for siblings in a single family or for genera-
tions of a family. Yet, families were not, and are not, confined by biological or legal bound-
aries. A “kin network” defined belonging, but the family door has always been open for “kith”
as well as kin. Historically, extended family members were called “Brother” or “Sister” or
“Aunt” and “Uncle” even when there was no blood or marital relationship. A brother (mean-
ing any of these) was never too heavy to support. In times of hardship someone was always
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there to lessen the burden—financial, social, physical, or whatever. Sometimes the support
most appreciated was for spiritual uplifting to assist with the demoralization that often accom-
panies minority status.

Large families such as the Barnetts, Joneses, or Combs, by virtue of their numbers, were
quite visible in the community. In addition, families were often multigenerational. The pres-
ence of grandparents and great aunts and uncles in the home, or nearby, promoted unity and
strength. As caregivers for children with working parents, these older relatives were both
“spoilers” and disciplinarians. Extensive family ties wrapped beyond individual nuclear fam-
ilies to envelop other family units. Sometimes it was hard to tell where kinship ended. Thus,
even today, when folks jokingly caution you about gossiping, you had better take it seriously.
That’s because if you are talking to a Davis, you could also be talking to a Clay. If you are talk-
ing to a Mason, chances are you also are talking to a Fields. If you are talking to a Harvey, you
might also be talking to a Marshall. One thing is for sure—family members might talk about
each other among themselves, but no one outside the family has that privilege.

At one time geography also helped promote family unity, as many family members lived in
close proximity to each other. Yet a common “homeplace” as the nexus of the family was typ-
ical. This was the hub, the message center, the touchstone or point of contact for members of
large families to stop by and orient themselves to the whereabouts and activities of other fam-
ily members.

Regardless of the size of the family, shared memories and family traditions unite kin. Fami-
lies were, and remain, loyal and resilient. Everyday activities such as eating together at meal
times or watching television (or in earlier times, listening to the radio) together help create
shared experiences and memories that tie people together emotionally and spiritually.

And in the past, given the size of many of the homes, families were by necessity communal.
In many homes privacy for family members was a luxury. Rare was the home where each
family member had his or her own room. As one person put it, at nighttime the rollaway beds
came out and every room in the house became a bedroom. Van Warren remembers trying to
beat his cousin John [Warren] home on weekends to get the last vacant bed. Moreover, family
occasions involving life cycle events such as weddings, funerals, anniversaries, birthday gath-
erings, graduations, baptisms, and reunions continue to reunite kin and help create shared
memories that strengthen relationships among all the individuals and households that com-
pose the families.

Family identity also served as, and remains, a badge of pride. The family surname was not
only a label, but also a source of identity. In the past, particular talents were stereotypically asso-
ciated with certain families. For example, the Whites (June and Emma), the Chisleys (George
and Mildred), the Williamses (Robert and Anna Belle) and the Millions (Alfred and Nannie),
among others, were known for their musical talents. Likewise, the Davises, Joneses, and Wash-
ingtons were known for their athletic ability. For the most part, the pride in being associated
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with a specific family strengthened the family unit and motivated youth to achieve. Regard-
less of what anyone else thought, there was a certain pride in being a part of a particular clan.

Picnics and family outings have been favorite forms of family fun. Sometimes families settled
for gathering in the backyard with friends and family, and sometimes they would fix baskets
of delicious food, pile into the few cars available, and take off for a nearby park. Some South
Frankfort families looked forward to Sunday after-church fishing picnics, when one family with
a truck would fill its bed with straw, relatives, and neighbor families and take off to a favorite
fishing hole for a picnic. Playing, feasting, and fun filled the remaining daylight hours.

Black families have readily adapted to changing circumstances, whether it be the addition
of babies or older relatives to an already-crowded house, a broken family circle caused by
death, a broken home resulting from divorce, the loss of family income because of unemploy-
ment, or the destructive forces of a bout with Mother Nature. Nothing illustrates this more
than the floods that came periodically to the “Kentucky River City” that required families to
call upon every kind of support the family could muster. Margaret Berry’s memory leads us
through one of these harrowing family experiences:

As far as household stuff, we didn’t have no whole lot of stuff to amount to anything,
but we lost just about all of it. We had to get out; we managed to walk out [1937], but
my mother was going to stay. So the boys had to pick her up and bring her out.... It was
home...and everybody would go together and clean up one home, dry it out so they could
come in, and then them people would come and help you.... It was a sad situation, but we
got together. We laughed and we cried, and it was that good old unity.

Frankfort’s African American fathers and husbands have served as breadwinners, role mod-
els, and buffers between their families and a sometimes hostile world. For instance, Samuel
Hampton (Hamp) jones was the father of seventeen children. While his wife Martha, mother
of the youngest thirteen of his children, tended to the home, he kept his family fed and
clothed by working at the Model Laundry, in tobacco fields, and utilizing his talents for wall
papering and painting on the side. Yet, he still had time for community activities and was a
deacon and outstanding member of Corinthian Baptist Church. The example of responsibility
and commitment to family and church that he passed on to his children is evident in the scores
of grandchildren, great-grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren who carry on his legacy.
But that model is more typical than not of fathers in the community, and hundreds of others
could easily have been cited as an example.

Strong women also operated as “family sustainers,” as they have from the beginning of their
days in this land. And why not? In most cases their “parenting skills” were developed while
taking care of two families — a white one and their own. They became the holders of the
family secrets, of the fears and failures, and the “keeper of the flame” of hopes and aspira-
tions. Women inspired their families and others and endowed them with pride, loyalty, the
spirit of giving, and courage.
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Historically the Black family has been characterized as multigenerational, loyal, resilient,
communal, and adaptive. It is still so today. Listen as older virtues find modern voices.
William Washington, born in Frankfort at the end of the 1930s, a graduate of both Mayo-
Underwood High School and Kentucky State, was asked why he returned every year for his
high-school reunion and why he chose to remain in his present home of Purcellville, Virginia.
Probably without even realizing it, his response paid a fitting tribute to his family; his extended
family, and to all families that call Frankfort home. He came back for his high-school reunions
“just to keep those ties going. I didn’t want to lose that family-like atmosphere,” and he lived
in Purcellville because it “reminded me of Frankfort.”

Clarence Williams
Boyd: What did you do after Mayo-Underwood?

Williams: Had a young lady and she was real sweet. But I knew that Uncle Sam was get-
ting after me. I read in the paper and heard on the radio, said, married men are not called
in. She didn’t know this, so I got to thinking. Said, “I'm going to ask Evelyn to marry me.”

So, we was on a bus, going to a football game. I said, “Evelyn?” She said, “Yes?” I said,
“Will you marry me?” “Yes.” Scared me, so quick. I thought I'd get a rebuttal.... “I gotta
ask my mama.”... Then I choked. So, she said, “When you going?” I said, “Well, we can go
down like we’re going to a speech tournament.” And we took her sister with us.

So, we get to Louisville and a cab comes up, and he said, “Where are you going?” I said,
“Over to Indiana.” “Are you going to jump the broom handle?’... So, we went over there and
went into the Justice of the Peace...he said, “Well we got to have a third person, go out there
and get the cab driver and bring him in here.” Okay, brought him in there for a witness. And
my sister-in-law act[ed] as flower girl. So he gave us the vows, told us, “You’re married now.”

So we came back to Frankfort. She stayed at her house and I stayed at my house, a block
apart.... So, fortunately for me, I just happened to be working in Scott’s Furniture Store....
My auntie was gracious enough to let me rent her duplex on the side. She didn’t ask me if I
was married, if I was leaving home or nothing. She didn’t say nothing. So that night we went
over to Scott’s. We picked out our furniture, three rooms of furniture, brand new furniture....

So, it went on and the “beatinest” part about the whole situation, when I got ready to
leave my mother, she said, “Where you going?” I said, “Home.” She said, “You're already
home.” I said, “Mama, I'm married.” She said, “What?” She said, “Al’s gone, and Richard’s
gone and you’re going!” She didn’t like that. But everything worked out all right.

Boyd: What did Evelyn’s parents say?

Williams: I went to see my dad-in-law. She already told her mother. I give him the certificate.
“When did this happen?” I told him. He said, “I think that’s nice. I thought you were going

to blow it.” But we made it through.... And so far we’re the parents of four kids, three girls
and a boy, grandparents of eight grandchildren and one great one.

Boyd: And how long have you been married?

Williams: Fifty-four years.
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“I DON'T FEEL NO WAYS TIRED”

+ EMPLOYMENT »

“Think positively and keep busy.”
Mary Ellis’s Motto

PHOTOGRAPHS AND MEMORIES bring human faces to stories of how Frankfort Blacks
toiled for survival in the days of segregation. Restricted employment opportunities created
substantial and frustrating obstacles, but diversity of employment within the community did
exist. African American entrepreneurs, professionals, and tradesmen exercised their talents
alongside farmers, domestics, and day laborers.

A common thread among all the diverse occupations was the pride and dedication with
which they approached their daily labor regardless of how menial others may have perceived
it to be. Their work products were reflections upon themselves. Thus, the same pride in the
medical and dental treatment provided by doctors B. T. Holmes, J. A. Gay, and T. B. Biggerstaff
was also characteristic of the laundry work and cooking for white folks by housewives such
as Amanda Killerbrew and Mollie Doneghy, who handled starched shirts and other garments
and made cakes and country hams as if they were pieces of art.

Work in the African American community was often a family affair. This was particularly
true in the rural areas such as Green Hill and Hickman Hill, where farming was the order of
day. George Sanders’s property on US 6o and that of Harry Clay and Luke Bush in Farmdale
were examples of successful Black farms. In the city, as a consequence of restricted employment
opportunities, Black households were often two-income households. Although in many cases
men were the primary breadwinners, Black women composed a substantial portion of the work-
force long before it was common practice for Caucasian women to be employed outside the
home. The necessity to support or assist in the support of their families sometimes forced
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women to turn to neighbors, extended family members, and friends to care for their children
while they worked. Those who remained at home often made extra money by taking in laun-
dry, sewing, cooking, or by caring for others’ children. Oftentimes by necessity Black youth
also assisted in bringing income into the household. Money earned from running errands,
delivering groceries, and doing other odds and ends aided in supporting the family, buying
clothes and school supplies, and improving family living conditions.

Perhaps the unsung heroes of the Black workforce were the domestic workers. Both men and
women left their homes each morning to work in the homes of whites as cooks, chauffeurs,
maids, and butlers. For the women in particular, this made for a long day of washing, ironing,
cleaning, and cooking for two families—their employers’ and their own. To many it was just
a job, one that could on occasion have some perks such as gifts of castoff clothing and furniture
or surplus food that supplemented cash income. However, sometimes enduring, long-term rela-
tionships developed between Blacks and the families who employed them. Clara Hogan remem-
bered playing with the Hanley children on their large farm out near Tierra Linda while her
grandma worked in the house. She also recalls hearing her grandma talk of nursing one of the
Darnell children and of how kind and helpful Judge John D. Darnell was to her mother when she
had to move to a new home to make room for Kentucky State’s expansion program. Louise
Combsss tribute in Frankfort Celebration to Bea Carter Harris, an exemplary domestic, speaks for
the Black domestic worker in Frankfort and everywhere: “All the persons she served considered
her a blessing and a jewel—kind, gentle, capable, caring person, and sometimes a philosopher.”

Domestic workers were often employed by multiple households for set days of the week.
The nature of such day work made it possible for many men and women to hold two or three
jobs at the same time and, according to Maggie Knott, “make more money working by the day.”
Margaret Berry’s $5.00 per week that she earned from “working sun-up to sun-down, seven
days a week” as a domestic left enough to share with her mother, “who was expecting some
parts of it” for board.

The work of Black craftsmen and tradesmen is evident around Frankfort today. Some of
the homes still standing in South Frankfort were constructed by Lonnie Johnson and Butch
Garner. The plumbing in many homes was the work of “Boneyard” Mitchell and the electri-
cal wiring the work of William Stone. Persons constructing houses or restoring older homes
sought the services of Sterling Evans, a licensed plasterer. And the stone fence that still sepa-
rates Briar Cliff Drive from the cliff side was the handiwork of Will Mason, a stonemason.

Though challenged with building a sufficiently large customer base in artificially limited
markets, the businesses of Black entrepreneurs during segregation were in abundance in the
community. With few exceptions, these Black-owned groceries, bars, barbershops, hair salons,
trade shops, and other assorted enterprises were located in the heart of Black neighborhoods.
There they doubled as community nerve centers where patrons exchanged gossip, kept up on
the news, and fostered friendships. Among the most enduring was the Tiger Inn [colloquially,
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Tigers Inn| restaurant in the Bottom, where Mayo-Underwood students gathered on weekdays
and Blacks throughout the community gathered at night and on weekends. On the Hill, Howard
Green’s 40-40 Club was the resident juke joint for years. And a mom and pop grocery store
on the corner of Third and Murray first run by the Blackburns, then the Pattons, and then the
Masons was a focal point for Blacks in South Frankfort for over four decades. That corner came
alive in the evenings as patrons gathered at Spencer’s Café, run first by Blanche Spencer and
later Jay Spencer, and ending as Calhoun’s Café under the ownership of George Calhoun. And
finally beauty salons run by Elizabeth Oglesby, Margaret Trowell, and Geraldine Gaines, and
barbershops run by Fred Allen, Henry Martin, and Bias Graham pulled in Black clientele from
all over Frankfort and Franklin County. The gradual closing of the doors of Black-owned busi-
nesses, particularly retail operations, raised questions as to whether the withering of segrega-
tion may have resulted in undercutting the customer base of these businesses rather than
expanding them.

In addition to Black entrepreneurs, Frankfort had a corps of Black professionals. Certainly
teachers and ministers formed the heart of that group. However, at one time at least three Black
medical doctors worked at the segregated Winnie A. Scott Hospital: Drs. E. E. Underwood,
CharlesW. Anderson, and T. L. Berry. Later, Dr. B. T. Holmes provided medical services there
alongside a nursing and support staff that included “Grannie” McQueen, Mary Francis Bush,
Myrtle Calhoun, and Annie Stepp. Black dentists Dr. J. A. Gay and Dr. T.B. Biggerstaff served
the Black community as well as the university. Pharmacists from the People’s Pharmacy oper-
ated out of the Odd Fellows Hall in the Bottom.

In 1899 Thomas Brooks, Edward Lane, and other prominent men established the first Black
newspaper in Frankfort, a weekly named the Bluegrass Bugle. Dr. E.E. Underwood became the
editor and William Mayo served as a member of the board. The Bugle remained in publication
until 1918.

A few African Americans found satisfaction in working for other Blacks. James Ellis recalls
rewards from “driving for Dr. Underwood,” where occasionally his (and Dr. Underwood’s) only
pay was a good meal prepared by a patient or his family. Other Frankfort Blacks found employ-
ment with Earl Tracy’s Cab Company or with other Black-owned retail or service businesses
in the community. And certainly the employment opportunities at Kentucky State extended
beyond what was available on faculty. Still, many Blacks developed loyal careers with white-
owned establishments. Several recall the familiar stance of Roberta Wilson at the Grand Theatre
movie house. Others remember Anne Graham’s work as a seamstress at The Kathryn Shoppe
most of her life; Willie Mason, the only Black mechanic at Vaughn’s Garage; or J. Todd Simpson
in the dining room of the Southern Hotel. Newt Graham and Hogan Hancock were all about
town delivering prescriptions for the Fitzgerald Drug Store, and Henry Sanders’s face at the
Boden Cadillac Car dealership was just as familiar as any of the owners’. Many of these people
became more than just employees to the white owners. William Calhoun’s dad worked with
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Phillip Gordon’s One-Hour Cleaners, but he and Phillip sometimes got “cleaned out” together
at the racetrack.

Interviews with Frankfort Blacks shed much light on the cultural environment of various
jobs. Traditional linkages between class status and occupation existed but may have been some-
what moderated by external circumstances. Segregated housing meant that all economic levels
of Blacks coexisted in the same neighborhoods. Thus, professionals resided alongside day
laborers and shared common grievances. Moreover, persons holding jobs perceived to be of
minimal status could and did serve as community leaders in their churches, social clubs, and
civic organizations. Also, climbing the economic ladder for Blacks meant multiple careers for
many workers. As employment opportunities in fields formerly off-limits expanded, for many
upward mobility entailed possessing the flexibility to change careers on a frequent basis. For
example, the Black domestic who became a state janitor and then a state laboratory technician
was not an isolated phenomenon.

Black men and women from Frankfort took on the work of “making the world safe for
democracy” every time America went to war. One of former KSU President Atwood’s favorite
stories reflects the reception African Americans received when they came home from military
service in World War 1. African Americans were not welcomed as war heroes; in fact, Atwood
was warned by his father not to appear in public in uniform.

World War 11 was a tremendous watershed event for Blacks. It was a turning point, a cata-
lyst for change in attitudes and expectations. Black veterans came back from their experiences
overseas with heightened expectations for their lives and with the sense that they had earned
full citizenship by helping to defeat the forces of fascism. Moreover, expanded job opportuni-
ties at northern defense plants meant a number of families left Frankfort for better jobs. If they
came back later it was with a different outlook on the type of future that they would be willing
to accept. Most of the enlisted men in World War II, like Henry Ellis, who served in both the
European and Asian war zones, just “kept hauling supplies and gasoline and everything that
went to the front lines” until they were discharged. Veterans such as Maria Qualls, William Isaac
Fields, James Graham, and so many others helped win victory in foreign conflict. Younger
Blacks, such as Freddie Williams, David Thurman, George Epperson, Ronnie White, Thomas
Graves, Eugene Robinson, Glenn Douglas, and Ellsworth Marshall, fought in the steaming jun-
gles of Vietnam. Segregation and job discrimination often awaited African Americans returning
from military service. Even higher education did not automatically guarantee special treatment.
Equality was something for which Blacks still had to fight, and many African American soldiers
grew weary of waging two wars simultaneously. Yet, in spite of occasional discouragements, it
was the perseverance of these same Black soldiers that helped bring about victories both on
the battlefield and on the home front.

Today, in a different world, one removed from the era of legal segregation, career options for
young Blacks exist as never before. Kentucky state government, through programs such as the
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Mary Helen Berry

Berry: Most of the mothers had to work and, especially, unwed mothers. Yes, people worked. They
either worked out as a cook or laundry workers.... You either was a cook, or you were a nanny, or you
did laundry work....

Wallace: Well, you told me a story...about...Mama would bring home food.

Berry: Yes. We called it smother boxes...leftovers...from the table or the kitchen that they didn’t want
to eat or, if it was enough, they would allow her to bring.. .because they knew she had children. . .just enough
to feed the children.

Mary L. McGee

Mason Burton: Let me ask you a little bit about what it was like being Black and obtaining the necessi-
ties that you needed. What were job opportunities like during your life span?

McGee: Well, the majority of the jobs were babysitting during my time. Now, and it wasn’t too many
Blacks that worked for the state during my time. I think that has, you know, just opened up lately. Well,
I won't say lately, really after all the marches, that’s when that opened up where they would have to have
some Blacks in each department, but it—when I was young, I don’t know of anybody that worked for
the state.

Barbara White

My father...worked at Blue Bonnet.... First he worked over at Pete’s Corner. And he worked over
there for years. And he made ice cream.... He was working for Blue Bonnet out here on Louisville
Road, when he passed. But he was a strong man. He wasn’t a very big man, but he worked. I never
known a time when he didn’t work. Even when he was sick, he worked.

And my mother, she worked in restaurants. She was a cook. And she worked in the Knotty Pine
down on Main Street. And she worked out at a restaurant out in Jett.... She worked at restaurants all
of her life, until she had to retire...but they worked and provided for us.

William Calhoun
Mason Burton: And what about your mom? Was she a stay-at-home mom?

Calhoun: Yeah, pretty much so. She did work sometimes as a licensed nurse, practical nurse for the
Winnie A. Scott Memorial Hospital. Mom would work at some times and then, of course, she did some,
I guess, child services, you know, for whites throughout. You know, that kind of stuff. She used to work
like a waitress or something. But basically, she was a housewife, raising us when we moved to Third
and Murray Street from Second Street when we were quite young.

Henry Ellis

When I was 18 years old, I went in the army, see. I got two deferments...when I was in school and...until
I finished school, and then, no sooner than I got it, I looked back and they was right there at the door wait-
ing on me, and took me right on in. I was a quartermaster. I went to England, France, Germany, and

Belgium, and the South Pacific, which was Manila.... I would haul supplies and gasoline, everything that
went to the front line.... I'll tell you how close I was behind the fighting. I'd go through these little towns. ..
running around dead people, dead horses, dogs and things in the road. Right now, it seems like a dream....and
I had never been out of town until I went in the army and, then, I...came right on back to Frankfort here.
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“HALLELUJAH ANYHOW!”

+« RELIGION »

“We saw our future in church...church was important.
Church was a part of us...not a burden.”

The Rev. William Calhoun

THE CHURCH STANDS AT THE HEART of the Frankfort African American community.
Testimonies joyously shared between the “Hallelujahs” and “hand-wavings” on Sunday morn-
ings attest to the Black church as a family place —a place where one can really belong, be
accepted and cared about, and can contribute something in return. Obviously, the Black
church has always been more than just “church” where one goes on Sunday to fulfill spiritual
needs and to find “release,” although it has certainly served those needs well over the years.

African American churches have helped sustain a viable Black community. They have ini-
tiated many different institutions—orphanages, hospitals, schools, nurseries, libraries, youth
groups, recreational centers, and more—to aid in meeting the earthly needs of their congre-
gations. As religious institutions, they are also a unifying force, drawing congregants from
households throughout the various Black neighborhoods. The individual churches have long
served as a communication network, both within their own congregations and among each
other. Moreover, they provided a social welfare network long before such a role was assumed
by government. Certainly, this communal spirit pervades the memories shared in this vol-
ume’s images and oral interviews. That is the spirit still heard and felt in daily conversations
of the members and friends of the churches.

As one might expect, the worshippers gathered in the Black churches on Sunday morn-
ings were a mixture that transcended generational lines, economic status, origins of birth,
and geographic neighborhoods. Thus, the young and the old, the poor and the well-to-do,
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the Frankfort born and bred and new arrivals, and those living in North, South, East and
rural Frankfort and Franklin County all united on Sunday mornings for a common cause.
Members of particular families often dominated the congregations in the rural churches,
which tended to be smaller. Thus, one might encounter several members of the Combs and
Gaines families on a visit to Green Hill Baptist Church or several members of the Clay, Tracy,
and Sanders families on a visit to Little Benson Baptist Church. Membership in the three
larger churches in the city was less likely to be dominated by a few families, though certainly
family and church associations were common. For example, a strong contingent of the Jacobs,
Mitchell, Johnson, or Barnett families was usually present in First Baptist Church each week.
Likewise, the Sanders, Chisley, Redding, and Fields families were usually in abundance at
Corinthian Baptist Church. One visiting St. John A.M.E. on Sunday morning expected to be
greeted by members of the Berry, Robb, or Metcalf families. Still, it was not uncommon for
members of the same household to be dedicated members of two different churches, particu-
larly the Methodist and Baptist churches. This “divided but equal loyalty” served to strengthen
the ties among all the churches.

Certainly ministers have always ranked among the elite within the Black community. They
held positions of power, served as an interface with the white power structure, and at times
were viewed as the “voice” of the people. Some of the Baptist ministers spent several years in
Frankfort, in contrast to the shorter terms traditional to the Methodist ministers. Yet, length
of tenure was not an indicator of influence and impact. The expectations of the times in which
they served propelled some into the forefront. For example, the Rev. Edgar Mack, pastor of
St. John AML.E., found himself in the center of the 1960s civil rights struggle alongside KSU
students and the NAACP. Mack’s incisive, no-nonsense approach in filing the joint suit to inte-
grate the public schools was remembered by A.L. Surratt: “He said he wanted the suit to include
[integrating] everything, including the cockroaches!”

Likewise, the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. looked to a trusted friend and colleague, the Rev.
K.L. Moore, pastor of the First Baptist Church, to help organize his historic march on the state
capitol in 1964. And the special leadership skills of the Rev. Melvin Hughes of St. John came to
the forefront in the aftermath of the 1978 flood, when he coordinated efforts of volunteers like
the Mennonites and assisted victims, regardless of their church affiliations, in restoring their
homes. Still, some of the most cherished memories of service to the community are of ministers
who were not in charge of a particular congregation, but whose ministry enveloped the entire
Black community. The Rev. Isaac Greene and his devoted wife Beatrice prayed over many a sick
bed in hospitals and homes in the community. And other devoted men of the cloth like the
Rev. Flem Tracey, the Rev. W.R. Todd, the Rev. Edward Campbell, and the Rev. W. W. Jones were
major sources of inspiration and comfort in the community.

Few Black ministers could survive without talents and jobs outside their calling. Dr. E. E.
Underwood was not only a minister, but also a practicing “medicine man” and productive
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“historian, editor, orator, poet, politician, and withal philanthropist.” When the Methodists
erected a new church on the corner of Clinton and Lewis Streets, an instructor of mechanical
arts from the college served as the designer, and the Rev. J. M. Turner, pastor of the AM.E.
Church, a brick mason, helped execute the project. It seemed natural then that the Rev. Charles
E. Cobb would serve for several years concurrently as pastor of St. John A.M.E. and as chaplain
at Kentucky State or that the Rev. W. R. Hutchinson would create a way to start a Baptist Stu-
dent Union in the late 1940s on the college campus at the same time that he attended his flock
at First Baptist Church. The Rev. Charles N. King was always active on “the Hill,” while at the
same time he served Corinthian Baptist Church.

Leadership roles in the churches were also very diverse and not relegated only to those
with professional or other leadership roles in the Black community. Persons from the entire
social and economic spectrum worked together as Baptist and Methodist deacons, stewards,
and trustees to move the churches forward. The same applies to the role of women in leading
the churches. As nurturers of the family, women moved naturally into the role of nurturer of
the congregations of which they were a part. They came to the churches from all social and
economic levels to teach Sunday school, run daycare centers and special programs for chil-
dren and young adults, conduct workshops and other learning experiences, and to provide
pastoral assistance whenever needed —with or without official church titles.

Some of the activities of women resulted in clubs, such as the Believers Club at St. John
that was initiated to draw the diversity of talents and experiences into a harmonious working
unit. A few churchwomen took on extra-challenging tasks usually completed by men. Mother
Jones, who started a small church in a house in the Bottom, was remembered by Henry and
Margaret Ellis as “a very special woman” who overcame a church fire and urban renewal. And
many in South Frankfort remember the Little Church on Third Street that Mattie (Sis) Brooks
operated as a layperson.

The Black church was “a hub of activity for Black children.” Those interviewed spoke of
Sunday school, Vacation Bible School, Baptist Training Union (BTU), Christmas parties, ice-
cream suppers, and candy pulling. Parents welcomed the role of the church in their children’s
lives because they knew it was not only a safe haven, but also a good training ground for their
children’s spirituality, talents, and aspirations. Many remembered seeing Alice Samuels, called
the “Pied Piper” of First Baptist Church, walking every Sunday with a line of children follow-
ing her to Sunday school. Others recalled Glenna Robinson and Mama Jenny Metcalf making
weekly stops for South Frankfort children and Archie Surratt filling his car to capacity to trans-
port people to Sunday school at the St. John AM.E. The Vacation Bible Schools at First Bap-
tist and Corinthian attracted children and teens from Black communities throughout the city
and county. Unlike current-day Bible schools, these were held in the daytime, generally start-
ing at nine and lasting until afternoon. Sunday evening sessions of BTU at First Baptist were
as much social occasions for the youth involved as they were religious meetings for the adults
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doing the training, and they even attracted a fair share of Methodist youth. And the “Heaven
and Hell” socials sponsored by Viola Trimble at St. John A.M.E. Church were popular fund-
raisers supported by youth throughout the community.

Not to be forgotten is the role of the Salvation Army in the lives of Black youth. Each Sun-
day afternoon South Frankfort kids would wait on street corners for vans to transport them to
the Salvation Army, where they would join with their friends from North Frankfort for J-O-Y,
a youth revival-style religious service. And on Thursdays after school the girls would meet at
the Salvation Army for Sunbeams and Girl Guards, organizations similar to Brownies and Girl
Scouts. All of this culminated each summer with the opportunity to spend a week swimming
and singing around a campfire at the Salvation Army camp in Ohio.

Cooperative efforts have a long history among Black churches here. Shortly after the Civil
War, when the Little South Benson Church was built, the Methodist and Baptist services shared
its sanctuary on alternate Sundays of each month. Revivals, including early ones held under
tents on the corner of Second and Murray Streets, were joint church efforts for many years—
and a major source of increasing memberships and baptisms for each church. The revivals had
even further meaning for many of the young people. Mary McGee’s memory speaks succinctly
on this:

I remember when we were in school when we’d have revivals. It would be joint revival
where the Methodist, First Baptist, and Corinthian Church would all go together, and
the three ministers would come to the school, and we’d all go in the auditorium, and
they would talk to us and invite us to the revival...and it made it kind’a nice, you know,
the working together.

When urban renewal displaced Corinthian from the Bottom, both the Black and white com-
munity answered the church’s “Boot Strap Operation” call for help to rebuild. A new church
and community building now sit on the corner of Second and Murray under the leadership of
the Rev. L. A. Newby.

A spirit of vibrancy permeates the Black religious community today. The three major churches
are still very prominent in the city; Green Hill Baptist Church is still thriving as a smaller “rural”
church, and other predominantly Black churches such as the Seventh Day Adventist, Bethesda
Temple, and the House of God Church-Keith Dominion have been established and have grow-
ing congregations. Each year the churches and the university combine forces for a celebration
of Martin Luther King’s birthday, and the university itself has served as host for Sunday school
(and sometimes 11:00 o’clock services) for students, faculty, and others. Freedom of religion
ranked among the earliest and most cherished of freedoms among local Black residents; it is
still so today.
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“BEING SOMEBODY”

+EDUCATION »

]

“Be quiet boy; you might learn something.’

Clarence Johnson,
Mayo-Underwood History Teacher

EDUCATION HAS ALWAYS BEEN IMPORTANT in the Black community. To many it was an
essential means of improving one’s status within the community and enhancing one’s career
opportunities. Under segregation, public education for Blacks was often inferior and woefully
inadequate. Yet, the presence of the Clinton Street (1884-1928), the Mayo-Underwood (1929—
1964), and Rosenwald (1917-1977) schools, along with the unique and invaluable institution
of Kentucky State University (originally Kentucky State Normal School for Colored Persons),
founded in 1887, meant that Frankfort and Franklin County Blacks enjoyed more educational
resources than African Americans in many other Kentucky communities. Thus, late-nineteenth-
and early-twentieth-century Frankfort was a leading educational center for African Americans
in the state. Years have gone by since Clinton Street and Mayo-Underwood closed and Rosen-
wald changed status. Yet, the memories of those who attended, taught, or sent their children
to these schools are filled with praise and pride for these beloved institutions that provided
segregated public instruction for the city and county.

Schools were at the epicenter of community life, serving more than the community’s youth.
Although primarily academic institutions, the schools regularly hosted meetings that had lit-
tle to do with academic life and everything to do with vital community issues. Moreover, the
schools provided a focal point, a unifying institution, for all Black residents. Rural and urban
youth, children from geographically remote areas and from different economic backgrounds,
were forced to interact by necessity of circumstances. And as the schools brought the youth
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throughout the community together, it did likewise with the adults. Parents and community
leaders invested time and effort in school-related events, such as graduation ceremonies. Those
long lines of kindergarteners in white caps and gowns, eighth graders in white dresses and white
suit coats, and seniors in blue caps and gowns were seen as rites of passages recognized by the
entire community. Fund-raisers and athletic accomplishments also encouraged broad participa-
tion. Thus, the annual Rosenwald Bazaar, sponsored by the PTA to raise money for playground
equipment, trips, etc., and the Mayo-Underwood fund-raising carnivals were community-wide
efforts, both complete with all kinds of food and treats, games, prizes, and even fortunetellers.

Perhaps one of the strongest remembrances was the schools’ ties to the Black churches. In
terms of importance to Black life, who can say which came first— the schoolhouse or the
church? Centenarian Millie Combs set the stage in her memories with: “We didn’t have a school-
house...it was a church—one room. You could go on Sundays and all had church and sang.
We went back in the schoolhouse and had church.” In her mind, as in early practice, the two
became one. Teachers often promoted religious education and encouraged youth to partici-
pate in revivals and other church-sponsored activities. In turn, the churches encouraged and
supported the schools by mobilizing the Black community. Christian principles of morality
and behavior also went to school on Monday morning, that is before religion and education
went their separate ways. In fact, Black children learned many of the old inspirational songs
and hymns, like “Bless This House” and “Little Old Church in the Wildwood,” under the fin-
gertips of school music teacher Etta Blanton. Morning devotional rituals were a standard part
of the day. Mary Lucy McGee remembers that, “In the morning we would start off that morn-
ing with prayer and a song, and then a teacher would always read scripture and she would
have us all to learn a quotation.” Teachers, parents, and community strictly enforced hard
work, sobriety, and punctuality—and accompanying behavior.

Testimonies of those on the receiving end of segregated education are laden with stories

about their teachers. Mary Ellis’s memory takes us back several decades to the early years of
Clinton Street School:

We had good teachers.... I mean good teachers who wanted to see the children learn
and be interested. We had one teacher named Winnie Scott, I always felt she burned the
midnight oil. They didn’t have electricity yet, lamp light...always interested in making
you worthwhile and going out into the world.

(Mrs. Ellis was too modest to claim herself as one of these special teachers—but she was.)
Most of the Black educators were more than just teachers to their students. They served
as role models, community leaders, and living examples of the benefits of an education, often-
times demonstrating a concern and caring for youth that extended well beyond the classroom.
Many former students speak of their teachers with respect, love, and admiration. They were
remembered in awe, like Ora Mae Cheaney who “took us home with her for continuing after-
hours education.” They were remembered for their personal talents, like Mary Holmes and her
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culinary skills for making pull candy or Ruby Dixon’s musical abilities. They were remembered
as disciplinarians who insisted on respect and appropriate behavior from their students, like
Ora ]. Caise, who lovingly educated her third-grade classes at Mayo-Underwood with the assist-
ance of her trusted companion, a doubled black telephone wire known as “Willie.” These educa-
tors, while caring, compassionate, and concerned, could, and often did, enforce high standards
of conduct in the classroom. Respect for elders was expected—and demanded. The word from
Rosenwald students was that Mazie Boclair would grab a student by the ear and twist it when
things couldn’t be settled otherwise. Yet, she was dearly loved and nobody worried about “child
abuse” then. In the 1999 dedication of the memorial monument to Mayo-Underwood, Van
Warren quipped that if Mayo-Underwood’s teachers were teaching now, most of them would
be sitting in jail.

Obviously, the schools were a major factor in community social life, particularly for youth.
Non-academic clubs and activities such as band, drama, and homemakers were vital elements
in school social life and provided an opportunity for young Blacks to undertake leadership roles
among their peers. The schools encouraged broad extra-curricular activities for their students
and were also the anchor for youth-based organizations, such as Helen Holmes’s and Edna
Patton’s Girl Scout troops at Rosenwald, Edmonia Hughley’s Girl Scout troop at Mayo-Under-
wood, and Pauline Manley’s 4-H Clubs at both schools.

Both Mayo-Underwood and Rosenwald were instrumental in many Black students’ devel-
oping and cultivating an appreciation for the arts and humanities. Teachers and the PTA at
Rosenwald promoted community involvement with the Louisville Symphony Orchestra’s special
concerts, to which children and teachers from all city schools were invited. Students passing
through Alice Samuels classes at Mayo-Underwood were encouraged to memorize poetry and
taught the fine art of recitation. Both schools had elaborate all-school theatrical productions
featuring music and dance presentations at the end of the school year. These programs not
only enriched cultural life, they provided an opportunity to showcase local talent. That such
exposure would result in leadership development in the arts was no accident. And because of
this, Frankfort can boast of a George Wolfe and a Mark Warren in theatre and film and a Brooks
Giles and a Leonard Brown in music. While these noted figures generate community pride and
inspiration, there are hundreds of others who without recognition or publicity have commit-
ted themselves to the cause of education in Frankfort’s African American community.

Kentucky State University’s impact on the Black community in Frankfort is immeasurable.
The university’s resources played a vital role in providing expertise and facilities when segrega-
tion barred the use of other public meeting places. Kentucky State provided student teachers,
teacher training, research and conferencing opportunities, and a labor pool of post-secondary
students to assist elementary and secondary educators. Additionally, the university’s presence in
the community (via faculty participation in local churches and civic groups, community activi-
ties held on campus, homecoming festivities, etc.) led numerous youth to transition naturally

III
























good student. Patience is what they had. And you had to get your work or you just wouldn’t make it. So,
being as they were and making us as they hoped we would be, made good students.

Mary McGee
Mason Burton: Where did you go to school?
McGee: Mayo-Underwood High. We started in elementary all the way through.
Mason Burton: You have any fond memories?

McGee: Oh, Lord, yes, I loved Mayo-Underwood. We—course we’d have times to play, and we would
play jacks or run, and hide and go seek, all the kids’ games then.

Mason Burton: When you were in the elementary school, what was a typical day like? I mean, you
would go to school, I guess at eight in the morning...

McGee: In the morning, we would start off that morning with prayer and a song, and then a teacher
would always read scripture, and she would have us all to learn a quotation. And, every morning, we had
to say a quotation, and she wouldn’t let nobody say, “Jesus wept.” Everybody had to learn a different
quotation besides “Jesus wept.” That was, let me see, Miss Caise and Miss Chase. And, then we had Mrs.
Paey. She was the third-grade teacher at that time. And she belonged to the same church I did at that
time, and she would also have us do the same thing in her class—start off with prayer, and we’d sing a
song, “America the Beautiful,” or something like that.... And then we’d start off with our classes. And,
we didn’t change classes. We just stayed in one class and that one teacher at that time taught everything.

Clara E. Hogan
Fletcher: What are the kinds of things you remember about Mayo-Underwood?

Hogan: Well, I graduated from Mayo-Underwood in ’46.... I have a lot of fond memories of Mayo-
Underwood.... Very good school relationships; didn’t have to bother about race and violence and drugs,
but getting along with the teachers—just one big happy family.... Professor James Brown was the
principal when I went there. Mrs. Etta Blanton was a teacher; Alice Samuels was our English teacher....
Mrs. Cheaney was our Home Economics teacher—we loved Mrs. Cheaney.

Margaret Ellis

He [Professor James Brown] was our freshman teacher [at Mayo-Underwood], and we used to tell him
all the time...because he...was really educated. And we didn’t know what he was talking about half
the time. And we said, “You’ve got too much education to be teaching us. Shoot, we don’t know what
you’re saying.”

Henriertta Gill

There were things they didn'’t get paid for.... Once I wanted to take typing and Ms. Apperline Hays was

our teacher. The typing class was full because I didn’t make up my mind till the last minute that I wanted to
take it. She would bring her portable typewriter to school every day and teach me typing. And she lived
in South Frankfort now. She walked over there...and she brought a little portable typewriter with her

to teach me to type. I mean, this is the kind of teachers we had. Yes. They were dedicated.
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1775

1777

1778

1790

1702

1800

1808

CHRONOLOGY

Significant Events in the Black Community
of Frankfort, Kentucky

Daniel Boone leads a group of settlers, including a number of Black laborers, into
Kentucky. Susannah Boone Hays and an enslaved Black woman become the first
women at Fort Boonesborough.

African Americans comprise about 10 percent of the population at Harrod’s Fort.

Settlers at Fort Harrod include 19 Blacks.

Pompey, an African American living with the Shawnee chief Blackfish, plays a central
role in the siege of Boonesborough, fighting with the Indians. African American
slaves help in the defense of the fort.

The first U.S. Census reports 73,077 persons living in Kentucky, 16 percent of them
African American slaves. Free Blacks make up .2 percent of the population.

Kentucky becomes a state, adopting a constitution that legalizes slavery and pro-
hibits the legislature from abolishing slavery without obtaining the consent of the
slave owners and compensating them for their property loss.

African Americans in Kentucky number 41,084, almost 19 percent of the population.
Free Blacks number 741— or 1.8 percent of the Black population.

The U.S. Congress outlaws the importation of slaves from Africa.

The Kentucky Abolition Society is formed.
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1810

1818

1820

1830

1833

1839

1840

1844

1849

1859

African Americans in Kentucky number 82,274, just over 20 percent of the popu-
lation. Free Blacks number 1,713 — or 2.08 percent of the Black population.

402 (27%) of Frankfort’s 1,099 residents are listed as slaves.

The Kentucky General Assembly passes a law barring free Blacks in other states
from migrating to Kentucky.

African Americans in Kentucky number 129,491, almost 19 percent of the popula-
tion. Free Blacks number 2,759 — or 2.13 percent of the Black population.

Private day school for Black children opens in Frankfort.

African Americans in Kentucky number 170,130, almost 25 percent of the popula-
tion. Free Blacks number 4,917 — or 2.9 percent of the Black population.

Most free Blacks live in segregated enclaves with a strong sense of community.
Whites and Blacks worshipped together until this year; movement to worship sep-

arately begins. Black Baptists worship in private homes in Frankfort until the first
autonomous congregation builds a church on Clinton Street.

St. John African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church is established on Lewis Street.
The building and grounds were a gift of Mrs. Triplett to her servants Benjamin
Dunmore and Benjamin Hunley.

African Americans in Kentucky number 189,575, just over 24 percent of the popu-
lation. Free Blacks number 7,317 — or 3.85 percent of the Black population.

2,846 (30 percent) of Franklin County’s 9,420 residents are slaves.

Deed to lot where present church stands made out to First Baptist Church— Clinton
Street.

The general assembly repeals the Nonimportation Act, making it legal to bring slaves
into Kentucky for resale, and the constitutional convention rejects attempts to
abolish slavery.

African Americans in Kentucky number 220,992, about 22.5 percent of the popu-
lation. Free Blacks number 10,011— or 4.53 percent of the Black population.

W. H. Gibson Sr. establishes “grammar” (elementary) schools for Blacks in Frankfort.

142



1860

1865

1865—80

1870

1871

1870s-80

1880

1882

1886

1887

1890

1891

African Americans in Kentucky number 236,167, almost 20.5 percent of the popu-
lation. Free Blacks number 10,684 — or 4.52 percent of the Black population.

The Civil War ends, followed by years of bloodshed, racial violence, Ku Klux Klan
activity, and riots in both Frankfort and Franklin County.

Several Black areas develop in the city. One of these is “Crawfish Bottom” that was
also called “the Craw” or the “Bottom.” South Frankfort expands with Second and
Third Streets becoming “Black enclaves.”

African Americans compose 17 percent of Kentucky’s population.

U.S. Census report for Frankfort: 2,335 Blacks (43 percent) and 3,061 (57 percent)

whites. Kentucky’s Black Republican leaders meet in Frankfort.

Local Black Democrat Party forms. Also, Mattie Anderson, a white, northern reformer,
organizes Frankfort Female High School for Blacks (private).

Efforts by whites to create a segregated society generates increased discrimination,
harassment, and violence toward Blacks.

African Americans compose 16 percent of Kentucky’s population.

U.S. Census for Frankfort: 3,199 Blacks (45 percent) and 3,759 (55 percent) whites.

Clinton Street School is constructed, the first facility built specifically for Black edu-
cation. The principal is nineteen-year-old William H. Mayo.

Kentucky General Assembly passes act to establish a State Normal School for Col-
ored Persons. Seven cities compete for the site; Frankfort is selected when the city
council donates a site and $1,500 to locate it in the city.

Jackson Hall is constructed on the site and remains today as Kentucky State Univer-
sity’s oldest structure. John H. Jackson, a Black graduate of Berea College, is selected
as the first president.

African Americans compose 14 percent of Kentucky’s population.

U.S. Census for Frankfort: 2,634 Blacks (33 percent) and 5,256 (67 percent) whites.

Dr. Edward E. Underwood, a Black physician from Ohio, establishes his medical
practice. He becomes an important community leader.
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1892

1893

1900

1902

1903

1904

1908

1910

1918

1919

1920

Kentucky General Assembly enacts Separate Coach Law on March 15, 1892, requir-
ing racially segregated public transportation until its formal repeal by the legisla-
ture in 1966.

The Independent Colored Baptist Church congregation adopts the name Corinthian
Baptist Church. St. John A.M.E. Church congregation builds new edifice on Clinton
Street.

African Americans compose 13 percent of Kentucky’s population.

U.S. Census for Frankfort: 3,316 Blacks (25 percent) and 9,487 (75 percent) whites.
Clinton Street School has eleven faculty and approximately 500 pupils in grades
kindergarten through high school.

State Normal School expands curriculum and changes name to Kentucky Normal
and Industrial Institute for Colored Persons.

Women’s Improvement Club Hospital opens to provide medical care for Franklin
County’s Black population. Located at 228 East Second Street, it was later renamed
Winnie A. Scott Hospital in honor of a local Black teacher whose home was con-
verted into the hospital.

The Kentucky General Assembly passes the Day Law segregating public and private
schools, forcing Berea College to end integrated education.

“Practice School” for teacher-education students is established at Kentucky State.

African Americans compose 11 percent of Kentucky’s population.

U.S. Census for Frankfort: 2,851 Blacks (27 percent) and 7,614 (73 percent) whites.
The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) is
founded.

Blacks from Franklin County in World War I: 113 soldiers and 45 sailors.

Dr. E. E. Underwood establishes NAACP branch in Frankfort.

African Americans compose 9.5 percent of Kentucky’s population.

U.S. Census for Frankfort: 2,246 Blacks (22 percent) and 7,558 (78 percent) whites.
With leadership from Governor Edwin P. Morrow, the Kentucky General Assem-
bly passes anti-lynching law without a dissenting vote.
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1921

1926

1020

1930

1933

1934

1935

1937

1938

1040

Grant from Julius Rosenwald and a sizable donation from citizens leads to construc-
tion of a brick “practice school” at Kentucky State.

Kentucky Normal and Industrial Institute changes its name to Kentucky State Indus-
trial College for Colored Persons (KSIC). The administration starts planning for four-
year bachelor’s degrees. Three female students die in Kentucky Hall fire.

Hickman native Rufus B. Atwood begins his thirty-three-year tenure as president
of Kentucky State.

African Americans compose 8 percent of Kentucky’s population.

U.S. Census for Frankfort: 2,205 Blacks (18 percent) and 9,420 (82 percent) whites.

The Grad Club is organized by Jackson K. Robb. Its original members were alumni
of Mayo-Underwood and Clinton Street Schools. The club’s original purpose was to
support athletics at Mayo-Underwood High School. In the same year, the Women’s
Progressive Club is organized. Although it began as “just friends,” the members
felt a need for a recreational outlet and a venue for intellectual development.

First of two national Negro College football championships (the second was in 1937)
is earned by Kentucky State. The team is coached by Henry Arthur Kean, who stud-
ied under Knute Rockne during summers at Notre Dame.

Charles Anderson Jr., a Frankfort native, is elected to the Kentucky General Assem-
bly from Louisville’s 42nd House District. Anderson attended Kentucky State and
Wilberforce University and received his law degree from Howard University. He
becomes the first Black legislator in the South since Reconstruction. His mother,
Mrs. Anderson, was founder of Rosenwald PTA.

Kentucky River flood affects South Frankfort and the “Craw/Bottom.” Hundreds are
displaced from their homes.

On July 1, KSIC becomes Kentucky State College for Negroes. All collegiate-level
courses taught at West Kentucky Industrial College are transferred to Kentucky
State.

African Americans compose 7.5 percent of Kentucky’s population.

U.S. Census for Frankfort: 1,680 Blacks (14 percent) and 9,812 (86 percent) whites.
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1941

1942

1950

1952

1955

1956

1959

1960

The U.S. enters World War II. Kentucky African Americans who serve in the armed
forces during the war will number 20,220.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt issues an Executive Order that bans discrimination
in defense industries, opening up many wartime jobs to Black citizens.

Anna Mac Clarke, a 1941 graduate of Kentucky State, enlists in the Women’s Army
Corps. Clarke becomes the first Black woman to achieve the rank of an officer and
command an all-white regiment.

African Americans compose 7 percent of Kentucky’s population.

U.S. Census for Frankfort: 1,492 Blacks (12 percent)and 10,424 (88 percent) whites.

The Kentucky General Assembly further amends the Day Law to permit Black stu-
dents to enroll in integrated schools for courses not offered at Kentucky State College
for Negroes.

In anticipation of eventual desegregation, Kentucky State College drops “for Negroes”
from its official name.

Frankfort Independent Schools and Franklin County Schools begin the process of
desegregation. Frankfort Board of Education proposes to transfer Black high-school
students from Mayo-Underwood School to Frankfort High School.

Kermit Williams is among the first Blacks to play football for the newly integrated
Frankfort High School. In the September 17, 1956, issue of Life Magazine, a picture
of Williams appears after he scored a touchdown. Behind him on the hill is a burn-
ing cross.

The first Black student to enroll at Elkhorn High School is George White Jr.

The first Black student to enroll at Bridgeport High School is William Joseph Stallard.
Winnie A. Scott Hospital closes. Kings Daughter’s Memorial Hospital accepts patients
without regard to race.

African Americans compose 7.2 percent of Kentucky’s population.

U.S. Census for Frankfort: 2,387 Blacks (11.5 percent) and 118,270 (88.4 percent)
whites. Urban Renewal Agency creates a plan that eliminates many homes of Black
residents in “the Bottom” area and forces many of them to relocate.

The legislature creates the Kentucky Commission on Human Rights and prohibits
discrimination in state employment.
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1960—61 Kentucky State faculty and students lead non-violent efforts to desegregate local

1963

1964

1966

1967

1968

19770

1970—72

1972

1974

1979

1980

restaurants, theatres, and other public accommodations.

Governor Bert Combs issues executive order prohibiting racial segregation in public
facilities. After protests, boycotts, and litigation, Frankfort’s elementary schools are
finally integrated.

Construction begins on Sutterlin Terrace public housing complex near Kentucky

State.

Historic March on Frankfort by local, state, and national Black leaders, including Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., emphasizes need to end racial discrimination in the state.

The Kentucky General Assembly passes and Governor Edward T. Breathitt Jr. signs
the first state civil rights act south of the Ohio River.

Urban Renewal Agency purchases Corinthian Baptist Church property at 324 Mero
Street for $60,000. Riverview Homes public housing units open near Capital Plaza
office complex. First Corinthian Baptist Church dedicates new Education and Com-
munity Center Building at Second and Murray Streets.

Black community and area adjacent to Kentucky State erupts in violence following
murder of Dr. King.

African Americans compose 7.2 percent of Kentucky’s population.

U.S. Census for Frankfort: 2,647 (12 percent) Blacks and 18,653 (88 percent) whites.

With players like Travis Grant and Elmore Smith, Kentucky State College wins three
straight NAIA men’s Division I basketball championships.

Kentucky State College becomes Kentucky State University and offers a master’s
degree in public affairs.

First Baptist Church and St. John A.M.E. Church are placed on the National Register
of Historic Places. The Kentucky Historical Society erects historical markers in front
of the churches.

Contract is awarded on September 12, 1979, to construct a park for South Frankfort
residents. It opens in June 1980.

African Americans compose 7.1 percent of Kentucky’s population.

U.S. Census for Frankfort: 3,362 (g percent) Blacks and 35,810 (91 percent) whites.
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1980

1990

1991

1992

1993

1995
1998
1999
2000

2002

KSU wins the inaugural women’s NAIA national basketball championship tourna-
ment.

African Americans compose 7.1 percent of Kentucky’s population.

U.S. Census for Frankfort: 3,026 (10 percent) Blacks and 27,193 (9o percent) whites.
Derrick Graham is the first Black elected to Frankfort City Council.

The Center of Excellence for the Study of Kentucky African Americans [CESKAA]
is established at Kentucky State University.

Frankfort native George C. Wolfe wins a Tony Award for directing Angels in America:
Millennium. He will go on to win another Tony for Bring in ‘da Noise/Bring in da
Funk and becomes producer of The Public Theatre/New York Shakespeare Festival.

Maryland Avenue is renamed for Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Historic marker is placed on former site of Mayo-Underwood School on Mero Street.
Historic marker is placed on former site of Winnie A. Scott Hospital on 2nd Street.
African Americans compose 7.3 percent of Kentucky’s population

Former City Commissioner Derrick Graham becomes the first Black elected state
representative from the 57th House district, and Janice Wade is elected constable,
becoming the first African American woman elected to office in Franklin County.



PHOTO CONTRIBUTORS

Lillian Barnett
Robert Basey
Bessie B. Bright
Cornelia E Calhoun
Josephine Calhoun
Ora Mae Cheaney
Mary E. Clay
Bernice Combs
Nell Cox

Harry Craig

Mattie Davis

Ruby E Dixon
Marjorie Doneghy
Mary E. Ellis

Helen C. Exum
Bill Feldman
Winona L. Fletcher
Gloria Giles

Henrietta Gill

Katie Johnson Graham
Grace T. Harris

Clara E. Hogan
Lucille Jameson

Billie Mack Johnson
Thomas Johnson
Dorothy G. Jones
Roberta Jennels Jones
Josephine W. Krank
Henry Mack

Andrew Mason Sr.
Kevin Mason

Sheila Mason Burton
Dorothy C. McGowan
Elizabeth McGrapth
George E. Mitchell
Rev. K. L. Moore

149

Mary J. Robinson
Anna J. Samuels

Mae and Alex Sanders
Ella Parker Sanders
Clarence Saunders
Margurite Shauntee
George Simmons
Archie L. Surratt
John Sykes

Edna Rawlings Washington

Mary Louise Jones Washington

William G. Washington
Carrie Watts

Barbara E White
Evelyn Williams

Lillian Wright






ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS

Lillian Barnett, interview by Douglas A. Boyd, June 27, 2002.

Margaret Berry, interview by James E. Wallace, August 12, 1991.

Mary Helen Berry, interview by James E. Wallace, July 2, 1991.

James Calhoun, interview by James E. Wallace, July 16, 1991.

William Carl Calhoun, interview by Sheila Mason Burton, July 26, 1997.
James Preston Campbell, interview by Sheila Mason Burton, August 31, 1996.
Millie Combs, interview by Sheila Mason Burton, August 16, 1995.

Glen Douglas, interview by Sheila Mason Burton, August 31, 1996.

Henry and Margaret Ellis, interview by James E. Wallace, August 1, 1991.
James B. Ellis, interview by James E. Wallace, August 7, 1991.

Mary Emma Tracey Ellis, interview by James E. Wallace, October 5, 1992,
and by Dr. Winona Fletcher, June 11, 1995.

William Isaac Fields, interview by James E. Wallace, May 15, 1991.
Henrietta Gill, interview by James E. Wallace, May 8, 1991.

James T. Graham, interview by James E. Wallace, May 21, 1991.
Clara E. Hogan, interview by Dr. Winona Fletcher, May 2, 1996.
Helen Holmes, interview by James E. Wallace, July 25, 1991.

Gladys Hutchison, interview by Doug Boyd, June 19, 2002.

151



Maggie Knott, interview by James E. Wallace, July 1, 1991.

Josephine Krank, interview by Dr. Winona Fletcher, June 3, 1996.

Henry P Kemp, interview by Sheila Mason Burton, September 1, 1996.

Mary L. McGee, interview by Sheila Mason Burton, July 9, 1995.

Ellsworth Marshall Jr., interview by James E. Wallace, May 17, 1991.

Wesley “Joe” Marshall, interview by Sheila Mason Burton, September 12, 1995.
Margaret Barnett McIntosh, interview by Doug Boyd, June 27, 2002.

Rev. K.L. Moore, interview by Doug Boyd, June 6, 2002.

Alex Sanders, interview by James E. Wallace, March 27, 1991.

George Simmons and Henry Sanders, interview by James E. Wallace, May 29, 1991.
Margurite Shauntee, interview by Dr. Winona Fletcher, April 11, 1996.

Dr. Mary Smith, interview by Dr. Winona Fletcher, July 11, 1996.

Archie Surratt, interview by Dr. Winona Fletcher, March, 19, 1996.

John Sykes, interview by Doug Boyd, June 13, 2002.

William G. Washington, interview by Sheila Mason Burton, September 2, 1996.
Barbara White, interview by Doug Boyd, June 6, 2002.

Anna Belle Williams, interview by James E. Wallace, July 18, 1991.

Clarence Williams and Richard Williams, interview By Doug Boyd, June 4, 2002.

152



Adams, J., 113

Adams, John W.,, 104

Adams, Martha, 18

Alderson, Elmore (“Rooster”),
33

Allen, Fred, 69, 8o

Allen, Leigh, 100

Allen, Margaret, 113

Allen, Theodric, 133

Amos, Viola, 136

Anderson, Charles W., Jr.,
145

Anderson, Charles W., Sr., 66,
69, 94

Anderson, Mrs. Charles W.,
Sr., 145

Anderson, Lucy, 21

Anderson, Mattie, 143

Anderson, Viola, 113

Atkins, Ewing, 25, 46

Atwood, Mabel, 27

INDEX

Atwood, Rufus B., 43, 70, 74,
137, 145
Averill, Marvin, 74

Baker, India, 100
Baker, Margaret, 27

Ballew, Rev. William H., Sr.,
22, 88, 94, 101

Banks, Etta R. See Blanton,
Etta Banks

Banks, Fontaine, 87

Barker, Mary Elizabeth
Lindsay, 116

Barnett, Eric, 133

Barnett, Lillian, 53, 56, 58, 59,
73, 81, 149, 151

Barnett family, 50, 9o

Basey, 121

Basey, James, 79, 134

Basey, Lindsay, 134

Basey, Robert, 79, 134, 149

I53

Baylor, Olivia Fletcher, xiv
Beatty, Dollie, 75

Beatty, Hallie, 94

Beckley, Connie, 100

Beckley, Corrine, 18

Bennett, Cornelia Warren, 116
Benson, Cherie, 133

Bentley, Rev. D. S, 22

Berry, Charles (“Newt”), 45
Berry, Deborah, 1oo

Berry, James (“Papa Jazz”), 3,
20, 45

Berry, Margaret, 6, 45, 51, 68,
75, 127, 151

Berry, Mary Helen, 13, 19, 40,

58, 72, 74, 76, 84, 97, 103,
105, 121, 151

Berry, Thackery L., 66, 69
Berry family, go
Biggerstaff, T. B., 67, 69
Bishop, Ralph, 133



Bishop, Shawn, 133

Black, Amon, 82

Blackburn, Armour, 75, 77, 104
Blackburn, Etta, 13

Blackburn, Lillie G., 23, 99, 104
Blackburn family, 69

Blackfish (Shawnee chief), 141
Blair, W,, 134

Blanton, Albert, 73

Blanton, Etta Banks, 94, 99,
110,116, 117, 119, 128

Blanton, Prof., 128
Blythe, Charles, 123

Boclair, Mazie. See Crowley,
Mazie Boclair

Boffman, Al, 19

Booker, Billy, 113

Booker, Robert, 77

Boone, Daniel, 141

Bowen, Charles, 33

Bowen, George, 19

Boyd, Douglas A., xvii, 12, 47,

52, 55, 50, 58, 65, 73, 86,
100, 126, 127, 151, 152

Boyd, Hattie Belle, 124
Bradshaw, Sue, g6, 103
Breathitt, Edward T., 147
Brewer, Rev. H. H., 22
Brice, Derrick, 100
Bright, Bessie B., 29, 149
Broaddus, Mrs. J. B., 13
Broaddus, Rev. ]. W,, 22
Brooks, Charles, 133
Brooks, Frank, Jr., 57

Brooks, John Lewis, 61
Brooks, Mark, 133

Brooks, Mattie (“Sis”), 91
Brooks, Stephanie, 133
Brooks, Steve, 41

Brooks, Thomas, 69
Brooks, Toni, 38

Brooks, Virginia (“Ducky”), 39
Brown, Allie, 77

Brown, Ann, 21

Brown, Dorothy (“Belle”), 104
Brown, Burnett, 33

Brown, Chester, 25, 26, 27
Brown, Delores, 38, 57
Brown, Dorsey, 121

Brown, Elisse, 38

Brown, Elizabeth, 104
Brown, Euberta, g9

Brown, Gloria, 32

Brown, Harriet Thomas, g4
Brown, Ida Marie, 130
Brown, Ione, 112

Brown, James B. (professor),
25,26, 112, 116, 119, 128,
134

Brown, James (“Squeezer”), 6,
34, 35, 36, 77

Brown, James Franklin, 130
Brown, John Morgan, 77

Brown, Juanita Mae.
See Mason, Juanita Mae

Brown, Katie Hancock, 13, 108
Brown, Kirk, 133
Brown, L.]., 33

154

Brown, Leonard, 111

Brown, Lizzie, 104

Brown, Loretta Longfoot, 8, 63

Brown, Mary Alice, 25

Brown, Mary Belle, 96, 126

Brown, Maxine, 120, 123

Brown, Patricia, 104

Brown, Rev. Robert, g4

Buckner, Jennie Mae, 23, 87,
98,99

Buckner, John, 5

Buckner, William, 114

Bullie, Angela, 133

Bullie, Lonzo, 133

Burch, Gene, xvi

Burns, Mary Virginia, 20

Bush, Frank, 31

Bush, Lucas (“Luke”), 18, 67

Bush, Mary Francis, 69

Butler, Anne, xiii, xiv, xv

Butler, Tim, 133

Caise, Ora Jane, 111, 116, 118,
119, 126

Caldwell, ___ | 121
Caldwell, Billy, 57
Caldwell, Sadie, 24
Caldwell family, 59
Calhoun, Carmen, 133
Calhoun, Mrs. Carr Lee, 24

Calhoun, Cornelia E, xiii, xv,
7,18, 23, 55, 61, 62, 81, 97,
99, 102, 107, 118, 133, 149

Calhoun, George, 69, 121



Calhoun, Ida Mae, 25

Calhoun, James, 7, 13, 17, 30,
35, 48, 54, 60, 78, 81, 82, 88,
93, I51

Calhoun, Josephine, 37, 116,
121, 149

Calhoun, Myrtle, 69

Calhoun, William C., 4, 7, 38,

39, 41, 60, 69, 76, 89, 103,
108, 130, 138, 151

Campbell, Carolyn, 133

Campbell, Rev. Edward, go

Campbell, Frank, 77

Campbell, James Preston, 128,
151

Campbell, Marguerite, 18

Campbell, Mary Helen, 126

Campbell, Rev. W. L., 22

Cannada, Clifford, 113

Carnval, Raymond, 114

Carpenter, Henrietta, 23

Carroll, Susie, 94

Carson, Ada Garner, 13, 108,
139

Carson, Johnny, 57

Carsons, R., 25

Carter, Churchill, 113

Carter, Jeannie, 32

Carter, Nora, 14

Carter, Rev. P A, 102, 104

Carter, Reneé Hayden, 29

Carter, Tommy, Jr., 130

Carter family, ix, 58

Case, Phil, xvi

Cavil, L., 134

Chambers, Mary, 7
Chandler, Albert B., 86, 87

Chase, Laura E, 12, 24, 87, 112,
116, 117, 118, 119

Chatmon, Jeanette, 120, 123,
124

Cheaney, Henry, 138

Cheaney, Ora Mae Williams,
xiv, 23,83, 110, 116, 118,
119, 123, 138, 149

Cherry, Amy, 21

Childs, 121

Childs, Alford, 113

Childs, George, 77

Childs, Irvin, 77

Childs, Kenneth, 121

Childs, Russell, 77

Chiles, Charles (“Corn
Puddin”), 8o

Chisley, Caroll, 77
Chisley, Charles, 77
Chisley, David, 8
Chisley, George, 17, 50
Chisley, Leslie, 8
Chisley, Mildred, 17, 50
Chisley, Sharon, 32
Chisley family, go
Clark, Thomas D., 138
Clarke, Anna Mac, 146
Clay, Danny, 7

Clay, Harry, 67

Clay, James, 31

Clay, Juanita, 20

Clay, Laura Bell, 24, 130

Clay, Lauretta, 120

155

Clay, Mary E., xiii, xv, 8, 73,
75, 149
Clay, Narcissus, 73
Clay, Roberta, 32
Clay, Sarah, 113
Clay family, 50, go
Clelland, Henry, 94
Clelland, Loyella, 21
Clowney, Samuel, 120
Cobb, Rev. Charles E., g1, 101
Cofield, Virginia, 28, 29
Coleman, Mrs. Andrew, 23
Coleman, Anna Delores, 57, 62
Coleman, Catherine, 18
Coleman, Cordelia, 99
Coleman, John, 8, 63
Coleman, Mary, 8, 73
Coleman, Mrs. Maurice, 13
Coleman, Miss N. C., 94
Coleman family, 62
Collins, Barbara, 106, 107
Collins, Cerdan, 38
Collins, Edna, g9
Collins, Esten, 38, 57
Collins, Miss E., 94
Collins, Pamela, 132
Collins, Sherman, xiv

Combs, Anna Belle Berry, 20,

120
Combs, B. B., 94

Combs, Bernice, xv, 45, 63,
104, 149

Combs, Bert T., 136, 147

Combs, Charles, 435, 63



Combs, Dorothy, 63, 123, 130,
139
Combs, Flora Belle, 63

Combs, Geneva. See Craig,
Geneva Combs

Combs, James, 63
Combs, Katie, 94
Combs, Kimberly, 104
Combs, Louise, 68

Combs, Maggie, 63, 120, 124,
126

Combs, Mary, 63

Combs, Millie, ix, x, 14, 18,

58, 59, 63, 65, 71, 74, 110,
138, 151

Combs, Robert, 63, 94
Combs family, 50, go
Conda, Murray, 113, 116
Conley, Ed, 77

Cooper, John Sherman, 77
Covington, M., 134

Cox, Eva, 6, 35

Cox, Nell, 34, 149

Craig, Geneva Combs, 63, 123,
124, 126

Craig, Harry, 97, 120, 124, 149
Creal, Pearl, 83

Creal, Walter, 104

Credit, Rev. William A, 22
Crowley, Mazie Boclair, 111, 132
Crumlin, James, 87

Cunningham, Lyris, 84, 133

Daly, Theodore, 96
Dandy, Charity, 54

Darnell, John D., 68
Darnell family, 68
David, Rev. G. E, 22

Davis, Anna Combs, 56, 63,
126

Davis, Betty, 24

Davis, Betty Lou, 130

Davis, Betty M., 132, 139

Davis, Billy, 41

Davis, Charlotte, 103

Davis, Craig, 82

Davis, Danny, 130

Davis, Eddie, 133

Davis, Fletcher, 121

Davis, Henry, 31

Davis, James, 130

Davis, John, 8o

Davis, John Robert, Jr., 34

Davis, Mary Julia, 126

Davis, Mattie, xv, 13, 23, 34,
73, 78, 80, 108, 115, 132,
139, 149

Davis, Nichelle, 29

Davis, Robert, 130

Davis, Sandra Fllis, 96

Davis, Toni, 107

Davis, Tonya, 133

Davis family, 50

Dean, Ronnie, 19

Demaree, Catherine, 99, 105,
127

Demaree, Johnny, 127
Demaree, Katherine, 120

Demaree, Robert, 123

156

Dematra, James, 19
Dickerson, Nelson, 94

Dix, Al, xvi

Dixon, L., 134

Dixon, Leroy, 26

Dixon, Robert Harold, 130
Dixon, Ruby E, 111, 130, 149

Dixon, William, IV (“Dicky”),
123

Dobson, Annie, 60
Dobson, Beatrice, 6o
Dobson, Lillian, 6o
Dobson, Mattie, 6o
Dobson, Richard, 6o
Dobson, Roy, 60
Dobson, Virgil, 6o

Doneghy, Marjorie. See Willis,
Marjorie Doneghy

Doneghy, Mollie, 67

Dotson, Claude, 113

Douglas, Glenn, 41, 57, 63, 70,
78,97, 116, 151

Douglas, Phillip, 57

Douthitt, Michael, 133

Drake, Camille, 38

Drake, Cecil, 38

Drake, R., 134

Dunmore, Benjamin, 142

Eastman, Laverne, 137
Edwards, Edmond, 133
Edwards, Nat, 130
Edwards, Paulette, 133
Ellis, Ada, 64



Ellis, Ada (“Sissy”), 64
Ellis, Anna Laura, 23, 106
Ellis, Beverly, 64

Ellis, Bonnie, 64

Ellis, Carlton, 78, 113
Ellis, Cassius, 123
Ellis, Clifton, Jr., 56, 64
Ellis, Clintie, 18

Ellis, Dennis, 64

Ellis, Evelyn, 64

Ellis, Gary, 64

Ellis, Henry, 15, 70, 72, 76, 91,
122, 151

Ellis, Henry, Jr., 64

Ellis, Henry, St., 64, 113, 121

Ellis, James (“Buddy”), 4, 14,
20, 35, 69, 73, 77, 114, 151

Ellis, James Scott, Sr., 77

Ellis, James, Jr., 64

Ellis, James, Sr., 64

Ellis, Julia Mae McGrapth, 56,
62, 64

Ellis, Kenneth, 56, 64
Ellis, Lavolia, 64
Ellis, Lois, 64

Ellis, Madalyn, 64

Ellis, Margaret, 4, 13, 15, 35,
91,114,116, 119,122, 151

Ellis, Mary Emma, ix, x, xiv, 7,

14,31, 36, 65, 71, 77, 82, 93,
102, 106, 110, 113, 149, 151

Ellis, Mary Evelyn, 64
Ellis, Patricia, 64
Ellis, Sue, 64

Ellis, Timothy, 64

Ellis, Victor, 64

Ellis family, 35

Epperson, George, 70

Epperson, Leta, 133

Evans, Daisy, 99, 130

Evans, Doris Jean, 57, 130

Evans, Rev. Eugene, 22

Evans, Georgetta, 120

Evans, Sterling, 26, 36, 68

Exum, Helen, xiv, 23, 27, 137,
149

Exum, Henry, 130

Exum, William, 5, 26

Feldman, Bill, 30, 149

Fields, Barbara. See White,
Barbara Fields

Fields, Billie, 57
Fields, Charles Henry, 62
Fields, Charles Raymond, 26, 62

Fields, Cornelia. See Calhoun,
Cornelia E

Fields, Delores, 97

Fields, Donna, 7, 64, 107

Fields, Jimmy, 36

Fields, Margaret Ellis, 62, 64

Fields, Mary, 28, 29

Fields, Mary Evelyn, 62

Fields, Phyllis, 64

Fields, Sallie, 21, 23, 24, 55, 61,
98, 99, 118

Fields, Wayne, 64

Fields, William Isaac, 70, 121,
151

Fields family 50, 62, 9o

I57

Finch, Charles, 46

Fishback, Rev. E. T., 22
Fleming, Mary Jones, 75
Fletcher, Betty, xiv, 43, 100, 132
Fletcher, Joseph, 134

Fletcher, Winona L., x, xiv, xv,
xvii, xviii, 8, 9, 12, 17, 21,
23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 42, 43, 65,
82, 101,113,119, 131, 134,
135, 136, 137, 149, 151, 152

Franklin, Laura, 118

Frazier, Rev. J. W,, 22

Gaines, David, 120
Gaines, Dorothy, 36
Gaines, Geraldine, 69
Gaines, Orthello, 113
Gaines, Shirley, 130
Gaines family, go
Garner, Butch, 68
Garner, Coleman, 113
Garner, Mattie, 113
Garner, Robert, 78
Gatewood, Thomas, 113
Gay,J. A., 67,69
Gibson, W. H., Sr., 142
Giles, Brooks, Jr., xiii, xv
Giles, Brooks, 111, 111, 127
Giles, Gloria, 28, 29, 127, 149
Gill, Henrietta, xiv, xv, 26, 74,
119, 149, 151
Gill, Rev. O. D., 104
Gilliam, Joe, 132
Gipson, George, 33
Glenn, R. D., 94



Gordon, Rev. James, 88
Gordon, Mrs. James, 88
Gordon, Phillip, 70

Goss, James, 135

Gould, Pauline, 27
Graffagnino, J. Kevin, xiii
Graham, Alonzo, 19, 45
Graham, Anne, 69, 84, 85
Graham, Bias, 69, 8o
Graham, Catherine, xiv, 8o
Graham, Corine, 54
Graham, Delores, 28
Graham, Derrick, 148
Graham, George, 9, 79

Graham, James T. (“Jimmy”), 5,
14, 70, 80, 84, 151

Graham, Katie Johnson, 38,
120, 123, 149

Graham, Lewis, 130

Graham, Mamie, ¢

Graham, Newt, 69

Graham, Paul, 26

Graham, Pruitt, 75

Graham, Tanya, 100

Graham, Thomas, 113

Graham, Tom, 8o

Grant, Travis, 147

Graves, Branum, 94

Graves, Elizabeth Boyd, 20

Graves, Ernest, 104

Graves, Thomas, 70

Gray, John, xiii, xv

Green, .77

Green, Bernard, 133

Green, Eula, 130
Green, Frederick, 123
Green, Henry, 25
Green, Howard, 69
Green, Leonard, 44, 133
Green, Odessa, 27, 105

Greene, Beatrice (Mrs. Isaac,
Sr.), 23, 90, 102

Greene, Clara, 132

Greene, Ella, 13, 57

Greene, Rev. Isaac, Sr., go, 102
Greene, Isaac (“June”), 36, 57
Greene, Lena, g9
Greenwood, Mary Jane, 17
Grevious, John L., 132
Griffen, Verita, 133

Gurton, Lonnie, 121

Guthrie, Arlander, 104

Guy, Beverly, 132

Guy, John Henry, 44, 130
Guy, Ronald, 130

Guy, Serilda, 21, 99

Hale, Jesse, 25, 26
Haliburton, Abe, 132
Hall, 04

Hall, Frank, 120
Hall, Kymberly, 133
Hall, Linda, 57

Hall, Louis, 31

Hall, Marjorie, 87, 114
Hall, Myrena, 14, 21
Hampton, Henry, 113
Hancock, Hogan, 69

158

Handy, Ruby, 82

Hanley, Alvin, 122

Hanley, Marianne, 23, 112
Hanley family, 68
Hansford, Ronald, 44
Harbin, Debra, 64

Hardin, John, xiii

Harlan, Rev. George, 22
Harris, Albert, g6

Harris, Bea Carter, 68, 102
Harris, Cora, 24

Harris, Dorothy, 130
Harris, George Lee, 79
Harris, Grace T., 9, 46, 79, 149
Harris, ]J. T., 31

Harris, Lee Charles, 46
Harris, Lucille, 21, 104
Harris, Mason, 36, 57
Harris, Nellie Elizabeth, 61
Harris, Phyllis, 130

Harris, Raymond, 96, 126
Harshaw, Ann, 8

Harshaw, Greg, 8

Harvey, Callie, 113

Harvey, Lolita, 120, 123, 126
Hawkins, Granville, 94
Hawkins, Minnie, 113
Hawkins, Richard, 31, 33
Hay, Melba Porter, xiii
Hayden, Robert, 19

Hayes, Apperline, 77, 108, 116,
119

Hayes, Ernestine, 108



Hayes, Odessa, 18, 23, 24

Hays, Susannah Boone, 141

Henderson, James (“Wheat”),
19

Henry, James, 77

Henry, Mrs. . 133

Henry, Rose, 23

Henry, Stewart, 77

Higgins, America, 113

Higgins, Earl, 113

Hightower, Brenda, 131

Higton, Claude, 113

Higton, Claudia, 113

Hitch, Minnie J., 112

Hocker, Mrs. Francis, 94

Hodge, W.]., 87

Hogan, Adranna, 96

Hogan, Clara E., xv, 8, 9, 14,
17, 18, 42, 54, 68, 82, 83,
119, 129, 131, 149, 151

Hogan, Debbie, 32

Hogan, Harold, 44, 96, 105, 134

Hogan, Pamela, 132

Hogan, Robert, 9, 44, 96, 120

Hogan, Robert (“Bob”), 17, 83

Hogan, Robert H., 7

Hogan, Shirley, 86

Hogan, Toni, 17, 54, 100

Holman, Flem, 113

Holmes, Booker T., 18, 25, 26,
41, 67,69

Holmes, Helen (Mrs. B. T.), 5,
17, 18, 23, 36, 38, 87, 94,
111,137, 151

Holmes, Mary C., 44, 110, 116,
117,118, 122, 126

Holton, Richard, 27
Hudson, Ada, 4

Hudspeth, Donald, 124, 130
Hughes, Donna, 135
Hughes, Mrs. George, 13
Hughes, Rev. Melvin, go

Hughley, Edmonia, 105, 111,
118, 133

Hughley, Robby, 133

Hume, William (“Bill”), 25, 121
Hunley, Benjamin, 142

Hunt, L., 134

Hunter, Dude, 77

Hunter, Mary Lee, 99

Hunter, Patricia, 57

Hunter, Reba, 126

Hutchison, Gladys, 24, 99,
100, 104, 151

Hutchison, Rev. William R.,
Jr., 24,91, 99, 104

Ingram, J. H., 96

Jackson, C., 134

Jackson, Glenn, 133

Jackson, John H., 143

Jackson, Louise, 32

Jackson, Yvette, 133

Jacobs, Carrie, 130

Jacobs, James, Sr., 31

Jacobs, Kimberly, 133

Jacobs, Lewverna, 120, 130

Jacobs, Mildred, 23, 112, 130,
133

Jacobs, Mildretta, 130

159

Jacobs, W. C., Jr., 83
Jacobs, W. C., Sr., 83
Jacobs family, go

James, Bea, 130

James, Carrie, 130
James, Jesse, 19, 31
James, Joe, 130

James, Kenney, 130
Jameson, Lucille, 94, 149
Jameson, Max, 135
Jameson, Scott (father), 135
Jameson, Scott (son), 135
“January,” 6

Jenkins, Rev. L. V., 22

Jennels, Roberta. See Jones,
Roberts Jennels

Johnson, Arthur, 48

Johnson, Billie Mack, 6o, 84,
118, 149

Johnson, Charles, 114
Johnson, Charlesetta, 57

Johnson, Clarence S., 109, 116,
117, 128

Johnson, E., 134

Johnson, Eva, 98

Johnson, Freddie Joe, 130
Johnson, Grace, 48

Johnson, James, 32

Johnson, James (“Crick”), 130

Johnson, James B. (“Jimmy”),
128

Johnson, “Uncle Jimmy,” 73
Johnson, Joette, 32

Johnson, John Frank, 48



Johnson, Lonnie, 68
Johnson, Martha Wilson, 48
Johnson, Mike (“Stroker™), 33
Johnson, “Old Miss,” 4
Johnson, Steven Blackburn, 48
Johnson, Thomas, 125, 149
Johnson family, go

Jones, Alice. See King, Alice
Jones, America, 106

Jones, Annie. See White, Annie
Jones, Asbury, 112, 116
Jones, Bill, 31

Jones, Catherine, 8

Jones, Charles, 55

Jones, Clarence, 128

Jones, Clifton, Jr., 57, 130
Jones, Dorothy G., xv, 8o, 149
Jones, Katie, xiv

Jones, Rev. Lula, 22

Jones, Maggie, 21

Jones, Martha, 51, 55

Jones, Mary, 24, 55

Jones, Mary Anne, g6

Jones, “Mother,” 91, 99
Jones, Pearl, 55

Jones, Roberta Jennels, 120,
126, 128, 149

Jones, Sallie. See Fields, Sallie

Jones, Samuel Hampton
(“Hamp”), 51, 55

Jones, Sharon, g7

Jones, Susie, 112

Jones, Vicki, 133
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Washington, John, 133

Washington, Mary Louise
Jones, 55, 105, 120, 123, 124,
149

Washington, Tammy, 133

Washington, Thomas, 77

Washington, William G., 9, 45,
52, 103, 122, 123, 149, 152
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Willis, Marjorie Doneghy, 39,
57, 149

Wilson, Charlotte, 27, 136

Wilson, Dorothy, 27, 116, 117,
118

Wilson, H., 134

Wilson, Roberta, 41, 42, 69, 98
Winkfield, Jean, 59

Winter, Mary, xiil

Winters, Katie, 113

Wiseman family, 81

Wolfe, Anna M. Lindsey, 23,
53, 112, 130
Wolfe, Costello, 53

Wolfe, George, xi, xii, 7, 111,
148

Wolfe, Stevie, 133
Wood, Frog, 56
Woodard, Mary, 133
Woodard, Tracy, 133
Woodson, John, 77
Wooldridge, Marie, 113
Wooldridge, Mattie, 113



Woolfolk, M., 134
Woolfolk, Mamie, 113
Wooten, Carlos, 133
Workins, Albert, 94
Wren, Will, 5, 36

Wright, Arnold Wood, Jr., 96
Wright, Ernest, 27

Wright, Lillian, 27, 96, 149
Wright, Reese, 104

Wright, Sandra Carita, 96, 130

166

Yagel, Joe, 81
Yett, Tke, 32, 33
Yett, Ricky, 33
Yett, Sharon, 32









The types used in this book,
Truesdell, Berkeley Oldstyle, and Goudy Old Style,
are based upon the designs of Frederic W. Goudy. Truesdell
was designed in 1930 and cut in 1931. ITC Berkeley Oldstyle,
issued in 1986, was designed by Tony Stan based on Goudy’s
University of California Old Style completed in 1938 for
that institution and then made available to the public
by Lanston Monotype in 1959 as Californian.
Goudy Old Style dates from 1915.

Book design by Jonathan Greene;
text composition and photo layout by
Charles Chandler (The Typewright).

Printing and binding by
Thomson-Shore, Inc.






	Community Memories: A Glimpse of African American Life in Frankfort, Kentucky
	Recommended Citation

	Cover
	Half-title
	Title
	Copyright
	Dedication
	Contents
	FOREWORD
	PREFACE
	ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
	INTRODUCTION
	"Blest Be the Ties that Bind": Community
	"He Ain't Heavy":  Family
	"I Don't Feel No Ways Tired": Employment
	"Hallelujah Anyhow!": Religion
	"Being Somebody": Education
	CHRONOLOGY
	PHOTO CONTRIBUTORS
	LIST OF ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS
	INDEX

