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—Comparison of Marriage and Wedding Ceremony between Japan and South
Korea based on a survey of female college students of Japan and South Korea—

Kyungtae JANG*

Abstract

Both Japan and South Korea have high numbers of delayed-married and unmarried people,
and it has become a big issue in both societies. On the other hand, there is a high interest in
international marriage, though attitudes to it in both countries are complex. The purpose of this
research is to analyze the results of a questionnaire based survey and to provide an analytical
material for delayed-married and unmarried people by clarifying the consciousness of female
college students in both Japan and South Korea. Through this research, we see that there is a
difference between Japan and South Korea regarding “who the main person is at a wedding”
and the “flow of wedding ceremonies” based on cultural differences such as religion. In the
survey results for female college students, we may also confirm other differences such as
“preferred marriage style”, “amount of gift money”, “cohabiting after marriage”, and “preferred
international marriage partner's nationality”. Students from both countries mention “excessive
expenses  incurred in wedding ceremonies as one of the biggest obstacles to marriage. Based
on the above research results, we may conclude that both countries should develop policies to

promote a balance of marriage and “women's social advancement”.
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