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SUMMARY

Cooperative Education has earned its popularity globally after
a century since its foundation in the early 20th century. This
educational system, which “connects academic studies at edu-
cational institution and working experience at workplace,” has
become to play an important role for students and graduates
on job hunt in many industrial countries. However, its form
varies by the socioeconomic background and its effectiveness
by the economic climate of each country. Among those coun-
tries, Japan is one of the few without an established coopera-
tive education system.

This article firstly overviews the history of cooperative edu-
cation in USA, before re-examining the concept itself. This
will be followed by a brief comparison of the cooperative edu-
cation systems in Canada, Australia, United Kingdom and
Germany. Based on the history and the international compari-
sons, the article redefines the concept of cooperative educa-
tion, and analyzes the effectiveness and problems of this edu-
cational system in general and in Japan in particular. The final
section offers some policy suggestions for establishing the co-

operative education in Japan.
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