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Formation of the Concept of British Land Management
in the 18th and 19th Centuries

Nobuhisa NAMIMATSU

Abstract

In Britain technological changes led the agricultural sector to new level of productivity which could
sustain its economy in the 18th and 19th centuries. It had been argued that these were precisely the
changes which occurred in the British agriculture between about 1760 and 1830, the classic dating of
the Agricultural Revolution. Since the 1960s, however, the arguments on the Revolution has made great
advances, and as researcher has proceeded, the dating of the Agricultural Revolution has become
increasingly obscured. Moreover the relationship between the increase in output and the structure of
landownership has been vague.

According to the latest data, landlords and tenants did not have antagonistic relationship with each
other. Overall landlords sought to help and encourage their tenants without resorting to coercion, and
these amicable arrangements enabled the progress of agriculture to flourish. And the true credit for
agricultural innovation ought to rest with the lesser landowners, with estate stewards and with tenant
farmers. Therefore the role of estate stewards was important for land management. Stewards have usu-
ally received a high reputation for their work in encouraging improvement. In the course of the 18th
and 19th centuries the position of steward became formalized as agent and professionalized.

No one doubted that from the second half of the 18th century the condition of indebtedness among
landowners had become both more permanent and more grandiose than ever. And yet for all this moun-
tainous debt few families went to the wall, because the insurance companies lent a considerable sum of
money on mortgage. Of course, these mortgages were land. After all estate management by stewards
had been supporting large estates until the end of 19th century. Large estates were gradually declining,
but the concept of land management was remained, and modern agricultural environmental policy

makes use of the concept.

Keywords : land management, agricultural revolution, estate management, steward, landowner





