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Abstract

Spoken language shows variation and people often call the variation ‘language dis-
order’ in that it contains deviations from the ‘standard’ forms. However, these linguistic
deviations come to be regarded as appropriate as people use them.

This paper focuses on the variation and disorder of Japanese. I investigated the actual
condition of Japanese and the consciousness of the language among users. The purpose of
this study is to demonstrate whether there are any differences between generations.

I chose some words and asked the following questions: “Have you heard the words or
not”, “Do you think the words are proper or not”, and “Do you use the words or not”. I

demonstrated the actual condition of the words and the feeling about the words by the
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following questions. I gave a questionnaire to 121 informants, and I divided the informants
into three groups.: 1) elderly participants, 2) middle-aged participants, and 3) young
participants. In my research, I analyzed the specific characteristics of these three groups.

It was found that the young people are more adaptable to linguistic change than the
middle-aged and elderly participants. This study discovered that the elderly tend to obey
the prescriptive grammar.



