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Sur les Experiences de la Culture Etranggpre de Joseph HEKO et
Son Retour au Japon I

Noriyuki YAMAI
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My parents had two sons, of whom I was the younger. From his youth my brother
had always been very fond of roving, and at last my step-father seeing the
impossibility of keeping the boy quietly at home, apprenticed him at the age of 16
to his uncle, the captain of a large junk trading between Osaka and Yedo. The lad
was quick to master his work, and in a few years' time he had worked himself up
to be second officer on his uncle's vessel.

* * My brother's talk and the praise bestowed upon him led me to think that if I
too could travel, Imightbereceived in the same way and made as much of by the villagers ;
—besides, I thought often and wistfully of the different places I could see and the
novel experiences I could have. Thus the first thought of rambling crept into my
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mind, and from that moment my desire to leave home never ceased. (The Narrative
of a Japanese Vol.1, pp.2-3)
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This trip to Yedo was just what I had long been wishing for, as it would give me
a chance to see more new places and things, and my journey to Miyajima had only
whetted my appetite for travel. (id.p.25)
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Her (the vessel) officers and crew were on deck and appeared to be very different
from any people wehad everbefore seen, oreven heard of. We wereallmoreorlessalarmed
at the whole effect of the strange vessel so huge and black, and the strange creatures
on board of her, who might be, for all we knew, no human beings at all. (d. p. 56)
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Some thought they might eat us, but others said the vessel had provisions enough,
since the Captain had pointed to the hold a few minutes before, and as we had been
drifting for fifty days or more, it could not be long until we reached the land. (id.
p-67)
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He said that although it was not right, according to our country's customs to eat,
even to touch such unclean food, yet “when one comes to ‘Go’, he must do what
‘Go’ does,” (i.e. Do in Rome as the Romans do) and so saying so he plunged
hisknife and fork into the meat, cut away a piece and ate it, and relished meat ever
afterwards more than any of the rest of us. After I saw him, and others too
commencing to eat meat, I felt more contented and happy about the matter of my
having eaten some that first day, and my conscience ceased to reprove me; still for

a long time I did not touch any meat. (d.p.77)
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Its black face and white teeth with and huge red lips, which formed such a
contrast with its soot-like face were fearful and dreadful. I thought it was not
human, and fancied it must be more akin to Oni(a Devil) than anything else. (id.
p- 90)
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We remained quietly seated for a few minutes when some of my companions began
to get angry. And, one would say to another:-“This Captain of the store ship pretends
to be our friend, but he is not. For he has brought us here to make a show of us
and to make money."

So some of them started up in hot passion, meaning to quit the place, but our own
Captain stopped them, and pacified them by saying that we were under obligation
to the strangers by reason of their picking us up and feeding us, and that therefore
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it was not a serious matter if they did make “show” of us to make money.

In the midst of our Captain's remarks the curtain was drawn aside, when to our
great surprise and amazement we found ourselves in front of a perfect sea of faces.
They all looked at us with eager eyes for some minutes, and then turned to each
other talking and laughing and gesticulating. (id.pp.94-95)
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In fact according to our notions we were treated over-well, and one day a great
discussion arose among us at to what the object of the foreigners might be in so
dealing with us. And on would say to another that the strangers were fattening us
for their future meat, and another would say that that surely could not be. (id.p.103)
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“These men,  he said “are simply good and charitable people, and are kind to
us, because they know that we have lost everything and that we are strangers in a
strange land, and helpless as the year-old infant in that we understand not nor speak
the speech of their land.” (id.p.103)
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These are more civil than the others who had come on board thus far; they came
up and shook hands with some of us saying as they did so “How are you?" This
sounded to us “Kawai” which in our language means love or sympathy. When we
heard this word we fancied they understood our language, and some of us began to talk
to them. But they gave us no direct reply, except that now and then they smiled.

(id. p. 88)

BLONGRWE) BEiTH LY, Hif L HAHROERDE N ZREIIRL TR, H
K Bk & 35 ANMICE o T HEFOFFEDOLEDPENS SV LV O Z L RL TS,
L2 LSRN GAED? S 28 L 721 Tld oz, BROBURMEENR 72> Tz,
FICBOICHBEZ RTINS =~ & - P4 %R L HAFOZRIZELZ LA TR > TRT
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And from that time forward I did not attempt to learn English whilst I was with
the rest, which was a great drawback to my interest. (id.pp.105-106)

COZLREFHFHOBEDP S IIREEHMR L 26T, K—2 5 THEET 8 1 FEROM
EH TR )=l T A FATE HARNDORE Z RO, Z R % R
LoD THhb, IATDLOREDHUDIZ/2F, F—<ANLT XY INESLH Lwn
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For the Susquehanna people were rough and unkind to us. And the reason for that
we found from Thomas to be this : —

The Susquehanna had been for long upon the China Station, and had become
accustomed to deal with Chinamen. Now the Chinese are a greedy and a cringing
race, and to make money will submit to any treatment, —even to being kicked and
beaten like beasts. Wherefore the people of the Susquehanna fancied that we were
folks of the same spirit, or rather want of spirit, and they treated us in the same
fashion as they treated the Chinese. (id.pp.114-115)

HBHV. HEYVOZEHELILWA2RT, TAYAIAOMB LR L L) ICHRKTEIKAT
HhIOE L&, HEoIEENZEIZEY,

But when the eyes of the officer of the watch fell up us he shouted out something
in a loud voice. Then he kicked us with his shoes and pointed down for us to go
below. Thus we were driven down to our quarters on berth-deck like a herd of swine.
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This made us wrathful. But that was all. (id.p. 116)

COE)EDEZITTHMAAR LD VANEDOH G EW ) L Bhoize 2O K
BTRYOMEEVI O L RBIFHICHEH R ETH - 72

ZLT FRZINFZREI AP OFEIEE L TR —OBROEE 2 ff > TV 7z2%,
ZOFBCTHELILP ORI 572, —2RFFWIIEMLEL Rtz nwThHh, b
) O RBEFHETH L,

Y I DNarrative® I IE Z DR E DILENITEI L THER A R\, 7272, IR OR % AT
i L7z RIS EIN TV BT TH LA FRRICH L THERORWEAMIKO [Ei]
WCEEL RN TS, TR ESRAOHRTES LT, TS T AT INT 5 TREN K
WIZHTHOD EN TS ORI, UK TRAD L) BAROHERASEY; Lize ik
G LTS T TIITENED, —EIZHARIFEL L5 & L7225 Thibhi v )ft
BAREL, EETRE LTHFBICEFEL TV 2, EHIXTAVAAEZFELLTBY) 3 AOTl
Bdolze WHl—ATICENO 72D HEZFH O, FEIERET L L VI HFERNALLDOTH 72
A EH F OIAEDZ DO REMEZ FEIEL T izo ROGOBRM» SRS & JRET 5 2 & ok
ERBL T2, IBEAT05) T TERLE Tz [WHEOFER] 2R ML Cwb L, HFHK
FBRTVEAS, 20N 759, BLVHARILK S XD EALZWFEHZTEETHLZ L
DB TH b, &0 DITFHECFEIIIREATTED 5 721E R Ly IR R B &AM =Gk
ENDLEHI o/ LTHAREETIE LV FHE, HWI3ANZEGETEHETZ L IZ LR
LHENTT A) AR T <,

b —oDFE, AT INFGORREICH 2 2R THEED OB TR RIS D JFE L X
I EVIRTATDONTZ. b o & SPATHIE 8 AT 1TV A 7 I NF 525K ) R — OffikR
ZREOZ LIl LT BRELEMEOBE OB ZRBEICHOEL E V) ZETEH
Hl7z Ll ZOBGERTINIRMT 50 FEROHETHEHIZIY CHAHBINLE V) B
MR i R lCHb B0 ERIBIZTATHIC A > T hr o 7205, ZOHEHEEFL L GE-> T,
ZITE FREEES OFFENE, o722 L ZRTICE LDz,

Vat7 - e aO@EIZE 5> TREARZ L3, BUESRHOR K, HEb) 2 A (R E X
1E) BT AN BIELPLE LI2Z & Thbo ERBH 15K, BH27E. XIF (Narrative Tl
Tora) 29 CTH o720 D3 NDOHEDT X 1) TSI L TIF#IL V., k% Eid ok
DI ATH D, ZNEIERELEE o AMABE) LTT AY HIZHIERT I L7
DD WHDLDOEE ZIEFEICHRR 2 Z L IEAWERTH S ) YA Z INFH i TilE o
Mz L L2h FRT AV HNICHEETZHHIC R 72 WHRBED D 2o, HEAK
O [HHEOFE] 2T LD TE D, HVEVFRINIEERD LLHND I . FHEIL
LD 3 APRTEI R LD T A HICHLEEL-ZETHE, $7/20 HREEO F—ZX %L T
BZDXH) BRI ERBEZLNLZ WV, FERREIEBICR ) SRz o THFERL < 4 £ T
SIZFAATLCEZZTANT Y FROAD I VT A Y A NFRY) — DR O E % ORI, &
EHIFTLESDTH D, BITHANITHS SNBLWEREHB T, T2 14EEL RS
NLZELEMST-07259,

While lying there, our friend the interpreter Thomas got tired of waiting for
Commodore Perry's squadron. He wished to get back to California before the gold
fever was over, to make money. One day he explained his purpose to me and asked
me to accompany him, offering to pay all my expenses. He said that if I went with
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him I could learn the English language, and that in a few years Japan would surely
be opened, and then I could go back without any fear. He pointed out that it was
for my own interest as well as for the interest of the Government of Japan that I
should return with a full knowledge of the foreigner's language.

But I was still young and did not know the advantage of what he proposed. So at
first I declined to go since I was afraid to leave all my countrymen to go afar among
strangers. He then asked me if I would go if he took one of my companions also.
To this I said, “Yes”, and then he selected Kame who after me was the youngest
of the party. Then one called Tora asked Thomas to take him too, and he consented
to do so. (id.pp.120-121)

CZDHE 3 NIMENHHEL TS, Kitizfrdo bod b, ZOHRFITH L TIERGED
BB AMD A N—DELERE EEBGET L FEARIZERPY A7 U e S CRET %
MOBEZIRL TS b —< A L DR YUY TRHHE LoD TlE i & Hiiam L T\ %, 'Narrative
DI8YSFIC LM EDTEHR L 2EY T, e 2DRROEEFELER SNLH, TOFBIIH 5
ZOWRHEFIET 5o 7272, CADELBONFEICOMICELRVEIHBL v, TT. W H
F—<ABHEABETOL T A G b720ICZ0REXHETI>TET, Z¥3 AOHEK
ANEBENTVWEZDS 2O TER WV, T=NV KTy Ta2DA) 7+ V=T T—fElF L7
WEEZLLRLGIE ThbLbEESHMIVPENZOIX, SHARMMAOKREZBELYTHZ LITTF
BTHb. FETHDOTMOUFIEI—ADZD0FVTHo7 TOIENIMERDIT S F
TORBERHEELED P =X A ho726 Lve BHAIZ =S RAEE Y+ -3 —5TH#
L2RVEolz v,

F 720 JRENCH - T 721725 EmdiH o7 L IE VX 3 AT XY HTERICRFATH0h
BTV, bold, BALA—MLZDEIINRLKETELZNL LNMEWEF72EH b
Mo EREIE N~ ADRELZEE I HHIT T b oz d Ltk v,

WY Bo TAHANUE, TAVIMIHEMENY VT T P AT TIEULEDFLSN, ok
FEIIR S TELDTH D, FAZ INFFTOREENNL SEh o7z L Tz, HEE I
DO LZ L% T A) AT EIIEHN LT TH L, TO LX) RITh%E AHIZEE
LORHEDNTTHLRDTHHELL, [WHHEOFEIDVENT2EZEZLONPRETHS ).
HIZIZH 5, [HEIRE LTETIE, HRDZZDIZOAADZDIZb 25 L, 2~ 3ERITITHA
MHE L TREmNE LR 5] L) =< ADFAS HARTERE LOERL2HSS
DIV EDLETVD L) I bh b, P b, TNET A A TORMOUAEZ B
L7z, [WHEOHER] G 2T 2FOZSViRICH 7 b, RiZiZE b H . 4 AI1X18524E12
AOWHRDIZH > 75 v Y AR5 72,

JREOHD S, PO LICIET 5, 22 TOMD HVOMED HAHKIIHE > TN,
F—=<RE3ANDEBLHESHBERLNL, EHRCTHINICHZMi5 L V) HISIZ- & D3
HELBRFENITED LRI 25, 15MDERMIZRETOIMBEDOH THRET 50 [T must
now play the manl] & H/FIZEVEHNE L, R HCEROHEO TH 72, (LLTH
)
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