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Department of Economics Dean Scrimgeour
Colgate University Spring 2015

ECONOMICS 386: GROWTH AND DISTRIBUTION
SYLLABUS

Overview

This class examines fundamental questions about why economies grow over time, and why
some countries are so much more productive than others. It provides a theoretical frame-
work for thinking about economic growth, discusses a variety of empirical studies on the
subject, and explores economic policies directed at growth. Students will

1. become more familiar with facts about long-run economic changes and the large vari-
ations across countries

2. practise giving oral presentations
3. enhance their ability to appreciate and critique empirical analysis

4. gain command of issues central to policy debates

Instructor: Dean Scrimgeour

Office: 216 Persson Hall

Office Hours: Monday 11:15-12:15, Tuesday 10:30-11:30, Thursday 11:00-12:00, and at
other times by appointment

Phone: (315) 228 7537

Email: dscrimgeour@colgate.edu

Class Times: MWEF 10.20-11.10, Persson 208.

Textbook: David Weil, Economic Growth, Third Edition (Pearson, 2012), which will be
on reserve in the library. In addition, many classes will focus on journal articles or working
papers.

Website: sites.google.com/a/colgate.edu/econ386

Prerequisites: Econ 251 and Econ 252.

Global Engagements

Econ 386 is intended to fulfill the Global Engagements requirement. Issues of economic
growth and productivity are central to the livelihoods and lifestyles of all people everywhere.
What does it mean to say per capita incomes in the United States are eight times higher
than a century ago, and why has this happened? Why are incomes in the United States so
much higher than incomes in Mexico, or South Africa, for example. We will refer frequently



to the general international patterns, and to particular cases, such as Argentina, Southern
Europe, Vietnam, Japan, Australia, or Ghana. One of the major themes of the class is the
extent to which economic growth around the world is an integrated process, with countries
being linked by trade, history, geography, knowledge, or pollution.

Requirements

Problem Sets (10%)

Area Presentation (15%)
Policy Presentation (15%)
Final Paper (10%)
Midterm (20%)

Final (30%)

A

Problem Sets

Students will be assigned occasional problem sets. These will include pencil and paper
exam-style problems as well as empirical exercises.

Area Presentation

Groups of students will give presentations about the long term economic performance of a
region. The presentation must be analytical, rather than descriptive only. That is, you must
use economic analysis to interpret the historical performance of the area. Presentations will
be around fifteen minutes, plus time for questions from the class. The Area Presentation is
the designated Global Engagements requirement for the class.

Policy Presentation

Groups of students will be responsible for leading class discussions on policy-relevant issues.
Topics include: do we need a patent system? does education really matter for growth? what
is the future of retirement?

Final Paper

The Final Paper describes some issue in the field of economic growth. You choose the issue
and write an overview, including a literature review. One recommended approach is to write
about something related to one of your in-class presentations. Otherwise, possible topics
include:

1. the role of information technology in growth

2. government infrastructure and growth



3. migration and growth
4. genetics and growth
5. civil war

6. interstate war

7. industrial policy

8. franchise extension

Midterm Exam

There will be a midterm exam on February 27.

Final Exam

The Final Exam will test your understanding of the material from the entire semester. The
exam will test basic knowledge of facts about growth, as well as theories, empirical studies,
and policy debates. You should expect to apply the material you have learned in class,
problem sets and readings to new problems.

Calendar

This calendar serves as a guide, indicating the likely progression of the class through topics.

Notes

1. In contacting me about anything, face-to-face interaction is best. Come to my office
hours or talk to me before or after class.

2. The problem sets may require some work using a spreadsheet program (e.g., Excel,
Gnumeric, Calc) or statistical program (e.g., R, SAS, Stata). It is presumed that you
know how to use such software, or that you will be able to learn independently in a
timely manner.

3. While studying and working on problem sets in groups is encouraged, any work you
turn in should be your own. You should write up problem set answers independently,
for example. Above all, it is presumed that you will comply with the Colgate University
Academic Honor Code.

4. Students entitled to extra time for exams, or who have conflicts with posted exam
times, should inform me as soon as possible.
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http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jep.22.1.45
http://qje.oxfordjournals.org/content/126/2/593.full.pdf+html
dx.doi.org/10.1093/wber/15.3.367
dx.doi.org/10.1257/aer.90.5.1184
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles.php?doi=10.1257/aer.104.11.3752
http://aida.wss.yale.edu/~nq3/NANCYS_Yale_Website/resources/papers/Exp_20140903_BM.pdf
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles.php?doi=10.1257/aer.91.5.1369
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles.php?doi=10.1257/mac.1.2.55
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/529000
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles.php?doi=10.1257/aer.101.3.492
http://www.aeaweb.org/articles.php?doi=10.1257/00028280260344443
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