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Summary

The Insight and Blindness of Sherlock Holmes
The Institution of Marriage in The Hound of the Baskervilles

Kazuhide Nabae

Having read all stories featuring Sherlock Holmes, the reader is amazed at a variety of tricks
which the author, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, has presented in his literary career. What strikes the
reader as more amazing is that Holmes has hardly changed his method of investigation.

Although Holmes’s method has been little modified in the course of his life, it has indubitably
guaranteed his fame as a first-class detective. A theoretical analysis of his method will therefore
cast light on the foundation of his insight into crimes. Herein lies the fundamental objective of
the first part in this paper. It will be made clear through discussion that Holmes draws on
deduction as a basic principle and that his method, not fully deductive in itseif, is substantiated
by several practical principles. They are (1) observation and knowledge, (2) exclusion, (3)
probability, (4) analytical reasoning from effects to causes, (5) the reconstruction of the crime at
issue, and (6) imagination.

Applying this view to the case in The Hound of the Baskervilles, the second part of this paper
will elucidate the process in which Holmes’s insight forms the determining cause of his blindness.
In other words, his blind spot becomes manifest outside the range of his method as he integrates
all essential factors involved in a crime into a comprehensive whole, thus centralizing the area of
his insight. A further analysis will show that his blindness is characterized by his failure to see
marriage as a social institution and that he practices reasoning within the framework of the
nineteenth-century metaphysical heritage. In conclusion, if the preceding century is dominated
by the discourse of love, while the twentieth century by the discourse of sexuality, Holmes can be
seen as a detective embodying a shift from the former discourse to the latter.
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WTY by Y OoREEZIID, IORKOBFROMHEEPHYEZTHEMD AL, HoS5D
BARICEER A T LBV, AFA 7N vEu—50MGd, HOMELZESICT VKT
TWb, F—AXPBRFA 7N YOBBER>1-DIL, WHBFETETOT b Y yOREEHE
CHAEAED R TH Y, HOHEOKRE TS, v-5DBAIE, &> SHEREL
THY, BLOBMBOFED, HLERFA4 7N VORBURD, #icid, FI2BEST &
Hy (125) LLTE-TW3, 20 TEH, 2E»c0b, HOMETIIEL, BUETHLK
LHELET VY VOMETH B, LEEDOF—ARE LT ED, Thid, E50LkTen
Do

OB SERONDIDE, F- A XOBELWEOBRATHE, 20, BLko
B ZEE ST 21c L Td, ZOBREAMMPERL HEORERE LTEHELTVWADI TR
BWe ZRWARICIE, REE, HEKEV-HHLOMFRIE, HROMRICH, HEOFHR
b IV, ZOEOBRE, Sch bSO TRELBVHETHELICS AR %,
HoBEOFEITIE, KREFE, HEKE V- HSOBFRL SBNT, ThERESELHEL
ZoD, AMOEYE L TOMRICIERSAEGEDSNT L, ThwWw L OHE - HEE,
BLLOAEOERCHT ONTS, HOOHFOHERZOODEER L TV AHED A H =
X BITEEDPIE 0, T E AN, ARRO 1 ETRALEBY, MEELERFEE LT, MHEL
M 2EHRL, THERE) CHBEEEY, THROER EESFL, TOKHE) TRIFE T
LT, B4 THEBER, LoE LT, FREIEDLLLV, LML, ZFA TV vENY
Vb, AFA TV bvEr—35%, HOBBEOHRRI AN LERL, ZhWR, BLL
DOBAfRIE, & — & XOEEELHESKEET 2P TIREBINT, HOWEEZRIALT 5, kL L
WELET, %7 Y YOREEHVT, 274 7 vio—35iic THERBER, (aclose
intimacy: 125) »3% % LHET 5, Lo LK, 0 THEGRER) 28, BEiodt&oRk
2RETIZEEATHDERELL L, ABoEYE L Toli2dSoE L TRET 2HIE
DA, F—AXOBZBCRELLESS S, FOMBEBZ 28R L LTEKS, HEFEVI L
i, BIE TR 2 2508 (189D T, THAABERREAZKEPLTVLORE WV, (2TD)
LD, BHMUICRAZ2FHOE L LICERERTTVWS, UL, ToRBE, HoEN%:
2T, HEOKENG L LEAEOHRCHEAShTIZ, Z0EMERET 20T
%

ZFREMEL T, SHOEHEBRT BICH0, & — L XDHHROBHETEIN U 72 5,
Wi L TBABEVH D, BERS, ZTHREFHEOFEOEETIEL, AFA 7 b v
BIREN L CHBES B MO FEBEOBEIE PO TH 5, d LEHEEILAOBERE T4 — 4
(183, 156) IKIRZ 2755, TDL&EF— AL X, HFONV~-VEEHEL THELEYD, HFEO
EEhW\WTWl ik, 20, HREEOKRFEADNIT, X571 7NV vidn—35%F
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ALTuwictE2My, ZoBEEFHEANL, HL SFOEMEEMT 20TRELL
LEZD, EBo—3i3, F—sXDSRFA TNV YOEREEE &, ThhRELDOM-
TWA T EEEVED S, TOHLOEE, WHLEHOBGRY, AMOMcMET 3R L
BRGEDBERDP STREL TVB T EERBL TV B,

TR RAFA TN ZiE, v—-SOEHEXRL TV, LiL, ZOXERHERDIRRE
B LTHOL BB S LTV, LSS HLEZRL, BHEGFCARELTWA T EEMEE
EBEIC LT RTNE, PROFOXEEERZ bMEED LBV, BLERIE, oS
EHOTILOHEETH D, THWAFLR P ENEY S, HEXELTVE, +—4
XHADTVBEEBY, HLHE "EIH, (145) OEHBFIKBEVWTW /D TH S, fihFR 51
PN VYDBEDITTELDOR, BROPOREET, v-35ERbLli (BHED) EIBOKEL
FTH 2B, Wice -T, TOMRIF, HWAOLE L TOUEHVES L, Thic k0 EOMWE
ERLICFORT, EROBREMRTIFRENL >TVE, TORFREAE, F—uH
ZFA TV VDEDIEEO—SITEALEE, a—-5BRFA SNV vOEhE~DOEE%
EQLDR, ok s LTolmsoliflsdknirstEL o5, 2% k-4 X,
2FA TN ERRBY, HIBCETAEEDEANLT, BLRAFA 7V Vv ERLL,
ABIOHAFEEI L T A HL20HEEBIES ST, BHERPCBVIEIKK5, K <
OIFROFEHER, ABO 1 ETERLABFOBEBEOHEICIEAD SRRV, Hicid, AFOK
B o, BBOKHRERBIcShRIZ, HFOBCHET 2 LORFOBXEHIET 5 &
WBTETh, ZoBRERRRIC Lo FEAHEOMNRET S ERBEELIRC VL, $L19
fHiohs TR (love) OFHOWM LR TH b, 201H4Es TH, (sexuality) OFHOW
HLEERTH B ETNIE, F—2XRZ2OBREPEAEBET 3EELTOTH B,

KEFETHN, HEHKTHN, HIVEEETHIhRETHN, BLROHXORBRKICEER
2T ER, ThETTHEOMDOHEICRHIBEZ S DAREBV, & — s XDEEDHE
2, ThETRAEBY, ZOHEAFBPLEVEFTLABIEL TWEY, 2L, h
BREOEEE LTORRIcbEZ 5, Lrl, ThidEi, RitidotodtEs» smbshni
BRBATH LS LNLB WV, LA, F—o XD THE, OBToY +—-0BIIERTZ0D
b, TOMHIAFLB 2, WEGKBITE-T, b0 HEBELTVRL, EEOATOILEADD
Ve —TEA, TEBCIEBELT, FHb—Ad -7, (159) T EHEET 5, fihh, HE0
HOHEEBRELREP oI AFA 7N i, ERLET REcHEZE) (156) shTlZ
Yo FORRE, vy —OHOEMIRESN, X714V vOMDOF BEREHRENT, &
OB IIHET 2 L5, HRbRELRIET 5, ZOHEHOREEEERICE, ARMOME
BT 2R EMEIL T, £ WHRENIRFEEHET 220N L TV 5, &
—AXOHES, HROBRETIHFOHFETY, ZORANCEHEFVIALHEICHEEEL
T, MAOHOHHEKROUOBEICETLTEILRFEL TV S, ThWAHIE-T,
FHRH T THREOBREBEEHL TEEC 3 T s, TREL, HHEOBRE VT L THh%E
Hx5 TbD, &85,
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F—LZXEELEDTVAEEBY, MWDK WET AITIE TEBH, (185) 1L, Wi
T E, T, TERREBEREST LTS, BFHEAET 5 (establish) 721 DMfEH S 5
(185)s T MdFd 3, EWHEEE THELTE, sEABANE, C2icd, REMAEG ©
MBELNE OFHIEHEBLT, Fht THHER T2HOBEDRERLRANED SN,
KEE, SEIOFEFTS, HIMESOAYPEREBEL, TOBELEICL CGHAERI T,
BEEER VAL, BPITERRCPOT, PAZABEE, 20 F TRE L 2 HkESE THE,
ELTHRILE® B, D&%, TORBICEHEL BERIE, +—o X708 TEME, OFECTHEBEL
TWwW3EBD, ZRKILLE "B OBHEBRTILOICEBESI N, ZORMHOINE 5
LCARNE B, F— L ABHWEERIDICHY, TAENE LT, HBHAShTOLRVWIE
BfAIsIWEEZ 2, (167) LHEERE TV, 2%, TOHEMAR, HOMELKEL T
WBRAEICX D FHEESZOh, RRICIFEELOOWELLTHE—o0 T2k, LHE
TRICED, 20D "2F, OMICILFROEMIIEL, ThwR TH 3THET 5, £ 4
ZXOWBEOHERENT S &1L, HORELF|EFALL, HOEREERL G

i

1) Sally Mitchell 8@ Victorian Britain (New York: Garland Publishing Inc., 1988) & X #1id,
B, 1F) ZAAOEMETHRICEME D}, TVHFRR T35y 7920 (1821-
1901) TH 5B, HL, BMELBIROEERKEET A VA HBEL, E¥HEFES=2—-3~70Y
22Ty« ALy VTR, BLMPIBIOFIERERTOREN A2/ A, 1 F ) RTHR, B
HEOMF R LI TW b sk, ThWZ, 1 F U 2AENTEEXBL2ED T, &
FCEME L >R, T UFRR e Hrvy b e Ty F—v s Eiiins (21),

2) RABED [vv—my 7 e h— A XOWEF] 1, -2 X0BECHELHBORES, 5E
BLIBUIRETHE, Kb, COEMCEBLEH TV,

3) F—~ s XD TN, OB L L ZRER, L2 E, BRRHOEE NI LT -7
WeSe Vx4 v X (1835-82) @ "HERDOHEH: | (The Inverse Method of Probabilities 394)
Kd@EH LN B,

4 7y voOROBEHCE, BLOBSSE- DI THD, 25, TOAYORKIKE
AW B THEE GRELrLLARY, LAULAVEEIILDD ZPEIS] - b EHH
EHHBIEDD, FOANUHB-ESVTH T EEHET HITE, D THERE 3
WENH B,

5) MHOHEE, koL TE, AHELORRLOEY AR (114-120), JLREF O THE, K>\ TH,
BKERD TV e —vy 7« h—a XOHEKR] (FL41993) 28R (112) DT &,

6) Bunson, Matthew E. Encyclopedia Sherlockiana. New York: Macmillan, 1994. 124-5.

T ChicBBELT, BillkERE, "BEES— L XOFKRICHET 2 REMHEERS 0, AELS
h, REEELLTHESNLLD, ZhHy by vBETEEVO,, (486) LIEHLTV3,

8) Mitchell, Sally. 478-9.

9) Ann Oakley iZ, “Sexuality” &EX N/ E DI H T, sexuality & THERIZSFTENICESE L 72 A
BOLHEE, (B6) LEHEL TW5, (Stevi Jackson and Sue Scott, eds. Feminism and
Sexuality. Edinburgh: Edinburgh UP, 1996.), A% T3, sexuality 2 T34t » tt&ic & b #ERk
Shic AOMEICBET 2BE 0T Ty LHEET %,

10) TORXFORGKE, RAEEANE, 19MREOIEXFETHRITL 2 TTAADKE, (Reed 223) &
SEF—T7OEHELTHBRTEBL, F—v 4 =X L0RBEEZRLT "Eo#iz, (274)
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OREPIE LTHIRTE 5, 2hWwA, To Yy —0Ff, 13, RitHcoEE - X% - #{LOoE3
DOIRELIEET D 5,
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