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The Characteristics of the Dealing with Three Major Epidemics (Tuberculosis,
Hansen’s Disease and Mental Illness) in the Rural Health Hygiene Field Survey

UTSUNOMIYA Minori

The purpose of this study is to understand the characteristics of the national government’s policy on the
persons with three major epidemics in the early twentieth century. Three major epidemics: Tuberculosis, Han-
sen’s disease and Mental Illness in the Rural Health Hygiene Field Survey from 1918 to 1928 by the Health and
Hygiene Investigation (Hoken Eisei Chdsa-kai) are particularly important for the comparative study.

1) Tuberculosis; Understanding of infection routes and hygienic environments, 2) Hansen’s Disease; Speci-
fication of locations, 3) Mental Illness; Recording of patient numbers and identification of the causes. The Pub-
lic Health Officials in 1920s switched their policy from epidemic control to health promotion. But they excluded

these three chronic diseases and set the specific policy goal.
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