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Pattern of Ovarian Follicular Growth
In Japanese Quail

By

Takehito Kuwavyama®*, Hiroshi Ocawa* and Katuhide TANAKA®

(Received February 27, 2002/ Accepted April 26, 2002)

Summary : Pattern of ovarian follicular growth in Japanese quail was determined by the number of
colored rings of the yolk of eggs obtained after daily feeding with two kinds of dye alternatively at the
same time of each day. The length of the rapid growth was 6.06220.06 days. Pattern of ovarian
follicular growth was classified by three patterns.

1) In the case of rapid growth period of 4 and 5 days : Daily yolk increment reached the peak on
the day of ovulation.

2) In the case of rapid growth period of 6 days : Daily yolk increment reached the peak at 1 day
before the day of ovulation and then decreased.

3) In the case of rapid growth period of 7 and 8 days : Daily yolk increment reached the peak at
2 days before the day of ovulation and then decreased.
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