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Kano Naoki and His Study on Chinese Traditional Drama

Hu Zhenzi

Abstract :

Kano Naoki is one of the earliest scholars who study on Chinese traditional
drama in the modern time of Japan. He is always regarded as a “pioneer” by his
students. The previous researches mostly focus on his contribution of historical
material’s finding and textual research, but fail to put him back into the original
historical background and compare with other scholars that time. Thus Kano’s
historical significance and limitation on Chinese drama study is not well
demonstrated. This paper, through historically vertical and horizontal
comparison, explores Kano Naoki’s significance of Kanbunsodoku of drama script’s
reading in the modern Japan, and points out that his narration of the history of
Chinese traditional drama, because of the lack of comprehensive vision, turns out
to be without “drama” in it. Besides, because of his shallow knowledge of Chinese

traditional drama, his study succeeds in finding while fails in exploring.
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