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PREFACE

)

This wotk is a survey of the history of printing in

England. and North America during the eightéenth century. The ante-

‘Cedents of the craft both in .the Orient and in Europe are briefly

traced as a background, but major emphasis is placed upon printing in

the thirteen English colonies in North America. It is hoped that a

composite picture is presented and that some further comparisons

‘between colonies with additional conclusions may be possible on the

basis of the evidence presented here.
Throughout the thesis the English spelling of words

(in conformity with the Oquxd‘Dicgionagy) has been followed. In this.

styling 1 follow- the example of Professor Lawrence H. Gipson in his

multi-volume,:Igg-British_Empi:efbgfpre the American Revolution.

Naturally I have found it easier to follow that spelling to which I am

more accustomed.

-_oswten th el e e L W e e R e RS erew ® ® i se s
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Chapter I -

* 'PRINTING OUTSIDE AMERICA UNTIL 1750 - -

Communication of ideas and feelings may'be either by:
written or by oral means. Whilst the former may sway at the moment, it
18 in the latter form that ideas are lastingly transferred. From the
dawn of history men have used signs to convey facts, feelings, and ideas.
In the story of this process, the invention of printing with movable
types possesses_ekpraordinary importance. To it one may attribute the
impact of mass communication and consequent mass action. One may study
‘the inter-relationship .of chegprinted'expreSsion of emotions and concepts

and ‘the ‘actions consequent upon them in a large number of cases, but in

the history of the United States the first example is that which brought

them into being. Our attention is here limited to the newspaper press

and we consider pamphleteering, which was of equal if not greater 1

importance, only by way of comparison. :
The origins of printing lie in the Orient and it is there-

fore natural that it was in the Kansu province of China that in 1900

:fhere_wgs discovered what is the: oldest known printed book. The reason
for its printing may seem strange to Occidental ears for it bears the
statement: "Printéd on May 11, 868 by Wang Cﬁieh, for free gemeral.
distribution, in order in deep reverence to perpetuate the memory of his
parents."l Wang Chieh was therefore "the first printer of whom the

| 2 ,
world. has record." The period of the Sung Dynasty was an era of progress

1 Thomas F. Carter, The Invention of Printing and itsﬂggyead westwards |
(New York, 1925) p. 41, passim, and footnote 3. - ]

2 Carter, op.cit., p. 4l.
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4{n whié¢h more than a trace of a modern atmosphere may be discerned. In
953, seven years before the beginning‘of the dynasty, the Confucian
iCIaSsics were finally published,>ah event which marked the 1naugufation %

of large scale official and secular printing. An increased demand led,

as one would expect, to technological advances, of which by far the
- most important was the experimentation with movable type. This inven-

tion, of the utmost significance in the history of printing, was con-

temporaneously chronicled by Shén Kua. The invention of Pi Shdng, "a

man in cotton cloth" (that is a person of humble origins) is dated by

3
our chronicler as occurring in the period 1041-1049.

The European invention of printing by movable type was

2

;qyfte independent of the:Sinological discovery and occurred much later.
In China, Japan, and the other Oriental countries where printing was
known, conditions were not suitable for its growth, and for its impact

upon society at large we must turn to its appearance in Europe. This

event occurred about the middle of the fiftéenth»cen@ﬁry_éndiby'thé'end
of the century its use was widespread and its importance in society
well recognized, at least in general terms. Yet the clear and definite
origins of printing are by no means completely known, despite the ?
ironical fact that the priuter-had‘literally”in his hands the means of | '
publicity. To the question 'Who invented printing in Europe?' there
‘can be no certain answer despite the mass of historical research on the
ﬂmhtter;whiéh has unearthed much indirect and circumstantial evidence
bﬁﬁ‘little that is direct a.nd?'c'o'm:_']'.us’:We.-'4

B S I R I R A - e e e e e s aesr e ® W e e s s

3. Carter, op.cit., p. 160.

%4  See the relevant articles ifi R, A. Peddie (Ed.) Printing: A Short
Historz of the Art (London, 1927)-
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The concensus of opinion attributes to Johann Gansefleisch
or Genseflgisch (who took his mother's maiden name of Gutenberg) the
honour of being the European.ihventor of printing. Gutenberg may be
regarded as'beiﬁ;-in'some mystical sense the heir of a long line extend-
ing back to the brick makers and seal cutters of Egypt and Babylon on
one side, and on the other of Ts'ai Lung (the inventor of paper) Wang
Chieh, Féng Tao (the printer of the Confucian Classics) and Pi Shéng.
:Mpée historically, however, one must admit that there are no apparent
links between the history of the art in the Orient and its discovery
by_Gucenberg.é |

Fourteenth century Europe marks the beginning of the
florescence of a culture which was to culminate in the golden movement
‘we term the Renaissance. Chaucer and Dante marked the new heights in |
ingtive'Cultures,‘ the cathedral builders moved to new and ever more
delicate triumphs in their arts, in Florence and Flanders the pictorial
arts acquired new beauties and new strength. In printing the century is
notable for the obscure birthﬁof block printing, conceived from the twin
parenthood of the playing card and the image print. The Crusades and
increased contact with the East had stimulated and refreshed Europe and.

new life swept through Christendom. Contact with the Far East brought

5 See Carter, op.cit., pp. 180-83 and Ch. XXIV, passim.

6 For the detailed consideration of the Gutenberg-Coster controversy,
see Theodore L. Devinne, The Invention of Printing (New York, 1876),
pp. 326-403 and esp. pp. 360-375. An earlier and well argued assess-
-, -~ -—ment of the various claims, citing the earliest authorities, may be
--feund im Henry- Lemoine, History, Ori§1383‘wﬂd P<_g*eas of the Art of
Printlng (London, 1797), pp. 5-17.

T e e o Sl S N e 1

ERRWORTWOPTEE ot ol




304 T W N A TP,

LW M e e o ey R o ww w w wv

T - S —
e weroe By o e e Sy g 04737 0T e AL S S S R, ST i AT RS
e o e Y T R Y S N R b B e e R P S R R T G e R G R

gunpowder but also a dramatic advance in the use of paper. At the opening

of the century a fairly rare materiel imported from Damascus and Spain,

by the end of the‘century'it was being manufactured in Italy, Southern:

Germany, and France. Cheap material was essential to the spread of

printing methods and 'Gutenberg's Bible' is an exception in that it is

. one of the few early books printed on parchment. Each copy is said to

have taken the skins of three hundred.sheep;8

The revival of learning, together with the increased rate
and diversity of living, which commenced in.the fourteenth continued in
the next century. The problem as it affected the dissemination of
learning may be put in Lémoine's words: 'Learning revived, and a dawn

of light spread its rays throughout»all_Eurqpe; researches were then

made by the learned to find those valuable books, which had been until

then in obscurity. Manuscripts were procured; but the priceﬂof'them'was 
such; that none but the most. opulent could possess thémselves of. these

o g . 9 * o
literary treasures.'" The response of the fifteenth century to this
Iy treasures _

‘situation mdy be traced through the work of Gutenberg.

Not .a single piece of work is extant which bears the name

-of,gdhannﬂGutenberg,as'printer of mentions him as being involved in the

7 For the cultural situation in the l4th century see Charles G. Crump

and E. F. Jacob (Eds.), The Legacy of the Middle Ages (Oxford, 1926),
passim; the provocative theory of J. Huizinga, The Waning of the
Middle Ages (London, 1924) esp. pp. 46-56, '182-201, 297-309; Henry O.
Taylor, The Mediaeval Mind (4th ed., 2 vols., London, 1938), II,
pPp. 555-591; Lynn Thorndike, The History of Mediaeval Europe (3rd. ed.,
Boston, 1949), pp. 651-677. 'The position of the caligrapher and his
-.art is well deslt with jp_Hellwmut Lelwegnn-Haupt, Peter. Scheeffer-riivo.. ..., =7
(New Yock, #958); pp. 9-14, = - T

& 'Typography," Encyclopedia Britamnica (lLlth ed.), XXVII, p. 541i.

9 Lemoine, op. cit., p. 5.

e A K b e o
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tidde. The honour accorded him by his biographers is based upon state-

ments in public records. These would seem to be weighty evidence but
one should take into account the mischievous activities of two Mainz
librarians, Bodmann and Fischer, who entertained themselves by 'pro-

viding' records for friends who were searching for Gutenberg documents!

.Itfseéms to be authentic that Gutenberg was involved in a lawsuit in

-

Strasburg in 1439 and it is generally aécepted that the vague evidence

there presented refers to his engagement in printing activities.

The evidence which we have consists of a lawsuit in

W~S£rasburg~(1439), a record of him as a surety for a borrower (l44l), as

a borrower himself (1442), as payer of a tax (l444) and again as a
borrower (1448). 1In 1455 he appeared as a defendant in a lawsuit con-
cerning the sum of two thousand guldeh--a very ‘large amount for the

times--which John Fust had lent him in two instalments, in 1450 and 1452.

10 Consideration of this evidence may be found in John C. Oswald,
History of Printing (New York, 1928), pp. 7-11. Douglas C.
McMurtrie, Some Facts Concerning the Invention of Printing (Chicago,
1939), pp. 7-21, 34-41. A Van der Linde, The Harlem Legend (London,
1871), which was a pioneer piece of research in the subject, came
to the conclusion that "The genuine documents of the fifteenth
century, the imprints of the earliest incunabula, all (even the
Netherland) chronicles, prove that typography was invented at Metz
before 1450 by Johann Gensefleisch Gutenmberg." Van der Linde,.op.
cit., p. 167. The conclusion of Van der Linde as given in his
Gutenberg was criticised by his tramslator, J. H. Hessels, in a work
which arrived at the conclusion that no definite conclusion could
be reached. See J. H. Hessels, Gutenberg, Was He the Inventor of
Printing? (London, 1882). Van der Linde's conclusion is now ”
accepted but Hessel's work continues to be of value for its readily
available presentation of the relevant documents. McMurtrie
summarises his position thus: "On the basis of the present knowl-
edge, we must conclude that printing with movable types of metal

. cast in matrices (whi ch constitutes the ipvention oI prThtingy vas
invented, as far as its epoch-making appearance in Europe is con-

 cerned, at Strasbourg or Mainz at some time between 1440 and 1450;
and, on the basis of the evidence now before us, we must assign
credit for that invention to Johann Gutenberg.' McMurtrie, op.cit.,
p. 41.

- s e N s m s e oe s -
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In the records of this case it is quite clear that the enterprise in-

volved was printing, and indeed "The whole case gives the impression of

being concerned with a loan of a large sum of money advanced to finance

A

N 11 {
‘a printing/project of considerable importance.' . , RN

The first dated piece of printing now in our posseésion
carries the date 1454, 1In that year £our'different:issﬁes of a papal
indulgence appeared in printed form. They were printed in Mainz at the
request of Paulinus Chappe, rgpresentativefofvthe K£ng.¢fgCyprus, who

would give aid in the fight against the Turks, recent captors

o 12 | .
stantinople. What is commonly regarded as Europe's first printed

book- is the "Gutenberg Bible" which may certain1y~be dated as being
printed in 1456 and may possibly be even earlier. Much research has
been done on the question of its printer“and'the_now prevalent view is that
it was, either produced in its entirety or carried through to conclusion
by Fust or Schoeffer. '"The plan for the book was certainly Gutenberg's,
t,_'t_:“l"xe;t:_e'c:h‘ni_que'of._, its manufacture was unquestionabl§rhis,-and it is not
unlikely that work on it began while Gutenmberg and Fust were still in
.partnership, But we certainly cannot believe that it‘w#s printed in
its entirety by Gu,t:_fe_nb‘er'g'_personally."l3

‘When printing emerged from eXperimental_ob;Ehffty; Johann

Fust and his son-in-law Peter Schoeffer appeared as the outstanding

11  McMurtrie, op.cit., p. 9.

’ .

[l
llllll AT S BT 0.,
....................................

‘12  An analysis~of the four indu1gences may'beffouﬁdfin.Pmnuftrié;”frvwﬂf

op. cit., pp. 21-22.
13 McMurtrie, op. cit., p. 23.
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priptet;sj'at{Mainz.l4 A major factor in their rise was tﬂe bankruptcy

of Gutenberg, in largepart caused by the breach with Fust and the suit for
the recovery of the capital lent to Gutenberg. Fust and Schoeffer pro-
duced in 1457 the first edition of their Psalter, a work of such advanced
technique and perennial beauty as to command the admiration of all
students: of the subject who hardly remember that it is the first dated

and signed printed book. Printing had lost its anonymity; there was no

longer any doubt-aS-to.printer'or the;place,ofiiSSue; The Fust and
Schoeffer firm -achieved a prosperity which not even the. sack of Mainz
in 1462 during the 'Bishops' War' could seriously impair and indeed it
continued to develop extensive'Eurppean connections. In 1466 Fust died
on a business visit to Paris and three:years later Schoeffer published

g . . 15
the first printed 'publisher's list.' This was also the first known

printed type spe¢imen, for the last line, set in a type twice as large

.as the other lines reads: '"hec: is litters psalterii' - this :is the

type of the Psalter.
The period from 1460 to 1500 is that of initial develop-

ments in the history of printing and its spread across the sub-continent

of Europe. The sacking of Mainz in 1462 led to the dispersal of crafts-

men. Eltsville was the next place at which a press was established,

14 The most modern and accurate biography of Schoeffer is Helmut
Lehmann-Haupt, Peter Schoeffer of Gernsheim and Mainz (New York,
1950) which publishes a list of “Schoeffer's imprints discovered in
ruined Berlin in 1947. Schoeffer's relationships with Gutenberg
are of course an integral part of the volume but the author avoids
dealing in any detail with Schoeffer s part in the printlng of the
'Gutenberg Bible.'

w @ 4 ee e e me me s e mmrmT e et o4 temaeeen s omeome o mheasdr en e moeeee we e = e

. 215 A reproductien of the list is contained ia McMurtrie, op. cit.,

facing p. 32.

»
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followed by Basle in 1467. Progress in Germany (and in other countries)
has often to be determined by the earliest dates which have been found.fﬁ
extant volumes apd~c1early this is a case where the,historicalnevidence
‘is'incomptete'and therefore possibly incorrect.l6

Printing was spread by itinerant craftsmen who were of two,
types--the first established a permanent business in éflarge community.
whilst the second produced only omne or two;bdoks-iﬁ.aprelatively unim-
portant location. The only'need of the,printer“was"hiS'hand mould for
casting the type; neigher the type nor the matrices for it was t&ken
along, for a new type-face was used each time a new press was organized
in accord with local scribal peculiarities. The year 1480 is important;
for it may be taken as the marking post: for the introduction of special-
ization and the first steps towards differentiation into orgénized
industries. It marked also the beginning of the end for the printer who
did everything for himself. A leader in the1fir9t_proceSSHWas;Adolph
Rusch of Strasburg. Another was Anton Koberger of Nurembe:g who may bg'
rggarded'as'"the first wholesale printer or publisher on a Iarge'Scale;"lz

The Nuremberg Chronicle was Koberger's most famous enterprise and it is

quite clear that the number of copies printed was very large. At least

16 From this information we may compile the following list: Augsburg
1468, Nuremberg and Beromunster 1470, Speier 1471, Esslingen 1474,
Ulm, Lauingen, Buda Pesth, Merseburg 1473, Marienthal, Cracow,
Lubeck 1474, Breslau, Blauberen, Burgdorf, Trent 1475, Rostock,
Pilsen 1476, Reichenstein 1477, Prague, Urach, Rentlingen, Geneva,
Schussenried 1478, W#rzburg, Erfurt 1479, Magdeburg, Zurich,
Memingen 1480. This list is derived from George Winship, Gutenberg
to Plantin (Cambridge, Mass., 1926), p. 16. Compare the list in
Devinne, op. cit., p. 493 which differs in scme instancas but is
based upon admittedly ‘'imperfect evidences.' B

17 Winship, op. cit., p. 19.
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five :hundred copies went to It,a,jl-yg and even in twentieth century America

two huhd:_ed" copies. are extant. Relative to the possible market, the
author, Dr. Hartmann Schedel, might well have claimed to have been the

‘most popular historian who has ever written! The increased sales were

an indirect result of the increased prosperity which was coming to
later mediaeval Europe generally and to certain areas in particular. Of
these, the Rhine Valley was prominent. The scribes, whose numbers were
i‘nﬁany case being diminished by the greater attractiveness of industrial
.jqbs, had to meet increased demands for books consequent upon the improved ki
standards of living, It was to these circumstances that typography was
.a response,

"The sécret of printing becoming known, sspread far over
divers nations, patronized by popes and kings, and esteemed a divine
blessing to mankind; and in a short time, -reaéhed‘}vtd the ;ot'he:r quarters

of the globe ... . In 1490 it reached Constantinople." Printing

arrived in Italy in 1464, in Switzerland about 1468, in France about 1470,

in Spain in 1474, and iﬂ England in 1476. That the first advance should

be towards Italy was natural for there the revival of learning had
L 19
become a social as well as an intellectual factor.  Many of the Rhenish
printers mistook the market to include deeper social strata than was in
' 8

fact the case and consequently either went bankrupt or altered the subject

matter of their books to such matters as treatises on the art of war,

18 Henry Lemoine, Origin and Historl Of tine Art of Printing (London, 1813),
PP. xxﬁi-mvii . | ]

19 On the revival of learning in Italy see: Encyclopaedia Britannica
(1956), XII, pp. 741-744, John A. Symmonds, Renaissance in Italy
{7 vols., London, 1886), Jacob C. Burckhardt, The Civilization of
the Renaissance in Italy (New York, 1937).

Fid
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‘mathematics, and astrology. Conrad Sweynheym and Arnold Pannartz

established the first press in Italy at the famous Benedictine monastery

of Subiaco, under the patronage of the author-abbot Cardinal Turrecremata

' (Torquemada). In 1467 Ulrich Han set up his press in Rome where later

in that year he was joined by Sweynheym and Pannartz. John of Spier
was responsible for introducing printing to Venice and was rewarded with
a -fif:re, year monopoly by the city senate. At the close of the monopoly
Nicolaus Jenson, a Frenchman, began printing there. His type was of
remarkable quality and this was in large measure the cause of the growth
of the city to a position where, by 1580, she was the largest book-
making centre in .Eur.o'pe.zo Two factors help to explain Venice's pre- ...
dominance: :a location near the papér-making centres of Northern Itai‘l-’y{;
its position as one of the mediaeval and early modern world's most
;mbo‘r:t;‘anﬁf centres of commerce, assuring Alow rates of transportation and
good credit facilities. The importance of general commerce in the history
of _pri_nting- is again shown in the case of Switzerland. Some of the

printers who set out from Mainz (after 1462) moved up the Rhine to Basle.

Its university already possessed an European reputation and the cosmo-

" ‘politan character of its population led to publications which found ready

sale along various: trade routes, but especially via Lyons, whose position

‘as -a great trad'itxg‘]_c_”entr‘e_ was fully exploi;ted. A most interesting dual
trade arose in. that city: of serving as .fc'_l.is,tributing point for the

learned books from Basle or Italy, %nd of producing books locally which

- oo o - - ca e e
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were of a popular character.

At Bruges, Colard Mansion was the first printer, but he
was in practice a little before the time was ripe, having to add to his

printing income the fruits of work as an {lluminator. In 1484 he left

_Bruges-altoéether. Printing did not come quickly to favour for Mansion's

successor, John Brito, remained for some time the only printer in the

‘city. Louvain afforded better treatment to John of Westphalia who

arrived there in 1472 and John Veldener who came a year later, for they

‘both found business with the university from which they received the

honorary title of Master of Printing. The first book pginted in France

was the Epistulae of Gaparinus Barzizius, produced by Kranz, Gering, and

Freiburger in July or August, 1470. The importance of this Sorbonne

press, however, lies in the fact that it was a private establishment and
not a normal commercial venture. The initiative came from Johann Heynlim,
prior of the Sorbonne and Guillaume Fichet, the librarian, who attracted
the three Basle tradesmen.

For a study of matters involving printing iﬁ'Americ;,”
the history of printing in England is of particular interest. Two facts
immediately distinguish the spreaggof print;ng to England, namely that
the inspiration to produce beautiful books‘supplied by the elaborately
illuminated manuscripts of thg Contihent_was far less potent, and

secondly, in contrast with Continental countries whose first printing

presses were established by itinerant Germans, the art was first practised

wromne= « 9} - ~@inship, op. cit., pp. 35-37.

in Europe during the Fifteenth Century (New York, 1937), pp. 6=7

gives the two possible definitions of Switzerland and the possible
claims to 'the first printed book' in the territory. '

11

E. Miriamfone, Some-Notdworthy Firsts -~
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by a native Englishman, William Caxton. Further, English printing

'differed from its Continental predecessors in that the first book printed
in the country was in the vernacular, not in Latin. Caxton was born in

the Weald of Kent but had spent thirty years in the Low Countries, rising

in prosperity and esteem until he had become nothing less than Governor

of the organization establiéhEd'by the Mercers and Merchant Adventurers

and popularly termed 'The English Nation.' Caxton certainly loved books

and read them in Latin, French, and English, probaﬁly in Flemish,
possibly in German. His introduction to prianting came through his

desire to: translate The Recuyell of the Histories of Troye into English.

It was a success, and the labour of constant re-copying of which Caxton
spedks so vividly, turned his head in the direction of printing. "And
forasmuch as in the,writing of the same my pen is worm, my hand weary
and not steadfast, mine eyne dimmed with overmuch 190&1#@ on the white
paper, and my courage not so prone and ready to labour as it hath beeh,
and that age creepeth on me daily and feébleth all my body," and having
promised copies to several gentlemen and friends, 'therefore I have

learned at my great charge and dispence to ordain this said book in
23

_ print . . . to the end that every man might have them at once."

) ‘

22 Eighteenth century historians of printing suggested a number of
persons other than Caxton as the pioneer of English printing.
These suggestions are summarised in P. Luckombe, The History and
Art of Printing (London, 1771), pp. 5-6. The arguments are con-
sidered with incisiveness at pp. 7-22, providing the basis for the
modern acceptance of Caxton's pioneer position.

o~ o~ —um— -

23 The Epilogue to the Third Version of The Recuyell, quoted in Sean
Jennett, Pioneers in Printing (London, 1958), pp. 29-30 and in
Henry R. Plomer, A Short History of English Printing (New York,

1916), pp. 2-3. o
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Caxton learned the art. at Cdiogne,;possiﬁly%undén the

24 . i
tutelage, of Ulrich Zell. He was not the most outstanding printer of o 3

his era by any means and one. suspects that the dominance of the English

T iR A L e
e I

language has accorded him a place of greater honour than his printing §

exploits deserve. The Recuyell and the books which were his first ;

afforts were printed at Bruges and it was from there that Caxton returned

to England some time before Michaelmas, 1476. He settled at the sign of

the Red Pale within the precincts of Westminster Abbey and in three i

years had printed thirty books. He flourished in the simultaneous

praying of three roles - ttanslator,ipublisher, and printer, and did'so g

in a country where illiterécymwas high and printed books (until then ;

imported) were rare. As to his staff, Caxton had little choice, and |

had :o-briﬁg'experienced men with him fromd the Continent to train ;
Englishmen. Of these the most famous is Wynken de Worde who hailed from é
Alsace and who later became Caxton's foreman. 1In 1477 the ‘first book ‘%
printedEOn;English soil appeared. This-waszhe_Dictes and Sayings of the é

;PhilQSQPherS‘and it was followed in the next year by an edition of Chaucer's

Canterbury Tales, which was not particularly accurate, despite Caxton's

efforts. -
.
The quality of Caxton's work as a typographer was not in f
keeping with the unique position he occupies in History - the first f
24  Caxton's nineteenth century biographer William Blades maintained in
his Life of Caxton (2 vols., London, 1861), I, pp. 45-61, that
Caxton's first book was printed at Bruges by Colard Mansion and
L that it was there that he learned the art. . But .see Plomer, op. cit., -
pp. 3-4, Luckembe, op. cit., pp. 23-24, Oswald, op. cit., p~192,
Margaret Stuart, "William Caxton" in History Today (April, 1960), X.
:lg(
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printer in the English speaking world.  For example, in the first

Caxton books the lines are of unequal length whilst all his books lack
title pages. Yet the life and personality of the man and his clear
devotion to his art make him an impressive figure. He was not merely

Printer but also editor and publisher, editor indeed of every book he

printed. In this number no Bible was included, a shrewd businessman's %
2 ’ : | '

response to the discouragement of lay familiarity with Holy Writ. On

Caxton's ‘death his business came into the hands of his foreman, Wynken

de ‘Worde, but Caxton had not been alone in his trade. Only a year after

he had settled at Westminster a book was printed anonymously at Oxford.

We still possess eight books(which were printed at St. Albans in the last

quarter of the fifteenth century. 5A.f$irl§ accurate estimate would be
that somewhat under a dozen printers were at work in England before 1500,
all of them; as one would expect, plying their trade in the vicinity of.

26
London.

260 This calculation is based upon information in Plomer, op. cit.,,

25 An analysis of Caxton's methods and mouldings may be found in
Luckombe, op. cit., pp. 30-31, more scientifically presented in
Plomer, op. cit., pp. 3, 5, 6-12, who deals with six different types
while Oswald, op. cit., pp. 196-200 finds eight.

pp. 14-26, Oswald, op. cit., pp. 202-206, Lemoine, Origin and

History of the Art of Printing (London, 1813), pp. 1-11, although

the account of the origins of the English printing at Oxford is not

acceptable. The first press established in Scotland was at Edinburgh

in 1507. See Plomer, op. cit., pp. 114-124, Lemoine, History, Origins,

and Prg;ress of the Art of Printing (London, 1797) p. 94 seq.

Ireland's first book, characteristically a catechism, appeared in

1577. See Plomer, op. cit  ob. 124-25,. Lemaine, History, Qrigine - -
~etc. (1797), p. 98-saq. --On early Scottish printing consult Robert
.Dickson, Introduction of the Art of Printing into Scotland (sberdeen, . .. . ..

1885). The claim of Oxford to have produced the first English '
printing is stated in full in S. W. Singer, Some Account of the
Book Printed at Oxford in MCCCCLXVIII (London, 1812),




Sixteenth century printing was not at par with the century's
cultural growth in England. Indeed it is a period which is characterised
by a general decline in standards to an extent that Pollard could say
that in the first half of the seventeenth century printing "was certainly
worse than in any other country."27 Ihe’only printer of major importance
was John Day, although a number of others such as Wynken de Worde, Julian
Ndﬁary, Richard Pynson, and William Fazues preceded him as leaders in the
5sixteenthtcagtupymEnglish printing tvade.28

Agmost'inteaesting use of printing for politicalupurposes,
of importance as a predecessor of the pamphlet and newspaper propaganda
preceding the American War for Independence, may be found in the reign of
Queen Elizabeth I. It may be taken as a sample of what was common in the
religious wars of sixteenth century Europe and of the type of writing
which was to attain an equal importance in England under the Commonwealth
and ProteCtorate.29 Even before this period of republicanism, actually
in 1622, the Roman Catholic Church had finally established the 'Sacra
Congregatio de Propaganda Fide,' which was aimed not only against the

'"heathen' but also 'heretics' and 'heretical' countries, of which England

was clearly one. The seventeenth century is marked by a long and decisive

27 Quoted in Oswald, op. cit., p. 208.

28 Details on the printers of London in the sixteenth century will be
found in Plomer, op. cit., pp. 27-98, Luckombe, op. cit, pp. 45-124,
- For provincial printing see Plomer, op. cit., pp. 99-126, Luckombe,
op. cit., pp. 125-132. For an account of Day's work, see Plomer,
op. cit., pp. 63-80. A title page of Day's is reproduced in Oswald,

op. cit., p. 203.

29 Henry Thomas, Anti-English Prqpaganda in the Time of Queen Elizabeth
(Oxford, 1946) deals with attempted Spanish propaganda on the occasion
of the Second Armada against England in 1597.
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decline in printing standards in England and one of the most potent

reasons for this was the country's involvement in the incessant religious

controversy of the time. 'The printing press was not then the tool of an
art, but an instrument of propaganda. Privilege to print depended upon

30
considerations other than the ability to print well."

The single most important step in the direction of control
of the press had been taken in the Charter of May 4, 1557, when the

ancient brotherhood of stationers was incorporated by Royal Charter as

the Worshipful Company of Statiomers. The charter gave the Company the

royal authority to regulate the practices of the trade. It seems quite
dlear that the main reason for the charter was the desire for closer
control over the organ of public information. John Day, who in 1557 had
become a Freeman of the Company, was arrested soon after Mary came to
the throne and imprisoned '"for pryntyng of noythy books.'" Day, howeveri
re-emerged in the reign of Elizabeth as a printer of ability and as the
trade's leader in his generation. Indeed so great did his prestige and
wealth become that he aroused the envy of his fellows and it was only

by the intervention of Archbishop Mathew Parker that they were prevented
from stopping his expansion3plans,31 Whilst Parker protected on the.one
‘hand, he persecuted on the other. Thus, at his behest, the Wardens: of
the~stationers' Company made a long search in-lS?fodr the secret

23

‘printers of Cartwright's A Second Admonition to Parliament. Six years

previously a Star Chamber decree had ordered that every printer enter

into substantial recognisances for his good behaviour. 1In addition, the

30 oOswald, op. cit., p. 208.

31 Oswald, op. cit.; p. 73.

o i i A 7
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Crown wielded further control byAtﬁé device of granting special patents
for the sole printing of certain classes of books to individual master
printers. The best paying;work was thus monopolized by a dozen or so
printers who could be held in subservience. Of necessity many a printer
found himself a flexible conscience; for example, John Cawood printed

Protestant books under Edward VI, Catholic books under Mary, and Pro-

testant books again under Elizabeth. The Newe Decrees of the Starre

5Chambre for Orders in Printing, issued on the 23rd June, 1586, coalesced

previous legislation, epitomised sixteenth century attitudes, and formed
.a model for subsequent acts. One of'theijJQr.p:gyisidns was that
;printing-ghould.be festricted to London and the two gniversities.32 The'
number of presses in Loiidon was to be reduced to a number to be decided
»uppqiby'the;ArChbishop,of.Cancerbury and the Bishop of London@33 No
‘book could be printed without previous licence and Wardens of the
ES;atiOnerS"CbmpanY'were empowered ;0'sear¢h all premises upon suspicion..

During the reign of Charles I (1625-1649) censorship of

the press increased significantly in its intensity, affecting almost

every one of the printers, publishers, and booksellers of London. The

literature of the age was mainly religious in character and Puritan in

32 E. P. Goldsmicht, The First Cambridge Press in its European Setting
(Cambridge, England, 1955) - Sandars Lectures in Bibliography,
Cambridge, 1953, S. C. Roberts, A History of the Cambridge Univer-
sity Press (Cambridge, England, 1921), pp. 1-62, Talbot B. Reed,

A History of the Old English Letter Foundries (Rev. ed. by A. F.
Johnson, London, 1952), pp. 126-153.

33 That constant vigilance was necessary to keep down tﬁe numbers in

77 the trad& cen be Bhewn in an order dated May 9, 1615, made by the

" ‘Court of the Stationers' Company. Following complaints from master
printers regarding the number of presses at work, the order limited
the number of printers who should engage in the craft in London.

See Plomer, op. cit., p. 132. .

T I 1
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opinion, whilst philosophical, scientific, and dramatic subjects were

neglected. The cases of Burtom, Prynne, and Bastwick are outstanding
landmarkiénot only in the history of religious freedom but also in the
fight for a free press. They were not alone, however, and the majority
of those engaged in the publishing business in any immortantiéapacity
were invdlved at one time or another in brushes with.the authorities.34
An important Act of 11, June, 1637, reiterated former regulations, harped
upon the number of "libelous, seditious, and mutinous'' books then being
published, re-declared that every book should be licensed. It set up"
appropriate machinery: on the basis of a book's subject-matter, and
commanded that two copies of thetbook*SBdufdibe left with the licensee.
No imports of books could be opened without representatives of the
Aréhbishié_of London or the Bishop of,London'and.thé Stationers' Company
being present. Stern regulations as to the setting up and the carrying
‘dn;ofia“printihg business were also included. Indeed the whole trade
was regulated, even down to minut:i'ae.B'S In practice, however, the Act
was not enforced during the next five years because the government was
fully occupied in other, more directly political, directionms.

The Civil War in England brought new pressures which
‘accentuated the difficulties which the printing trade had already suffered

and placed further emphasis upon speed rather than craftsmanship. Litera-

34  Accountsof proceedings against those in the publishing business will
be found in Plomer, op. cit., pp. 138-=150. An interesting charge
. ugs=brought again~t NathanieleButter ou April 2, 1629, who was
accused of having published a newspaper, The Reconciler, The trivi-
aliCy of the causes of some actions is well shown in the attack on
Prynne. See Plomer, op. cit. 142,

35 Details of the Act will be found in Charles G. Robertson, Select
Statutes, Cases, & Documents (8th ed., London, 1947), pp. 60-66.
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ture was almost totally neglected; propagandist works were almost the
only ones which could command a market. Although there were three times
the number of printers in London allowed by the 1637 decree, they were
hardly able to keep pace w%i? the demand for their services. News was
published through clearly prejudiced organs: on the Royalist side,

Mercurius Aulicus and The Perfect Occurrences; on the parliament side,

The Kingdom's Weekly, Intelligencer, and Mercurius Britannicus. The

sheets dealt with military news; Parl{ggéﬁgls proceedings or alternatively

C s e T S b e i

those of the King's Council, and appeared twice or even three times a
week.. They, together with political pamphlets which were, aimost without
IeXQthion{ scurrilous in character, ‘formed over fifty per cent of the
printed-literature of the period. The rest was mainly religious writing
with strong political overtones. In general, this greatly increased
quantity of work was rushed forth,&ith little care as to artistic
standards or accurate typography.

In 1649 the Council of State returned to the traditional
’positipn‘qf3press restriction. It ordered certain printers to enter
intb‘rec;gnizances;in_two sureties of three hundred pounds.  During
the .Commonwealth the amount of printing declined with a complementary
improvement in standards and in the Protectorate there: occurred what was

undoubtedly the greatest typographical achievement of the century, namely

the printing of the Polyglot Bible (1657). This work included no less

T et s B 4 i b e S g T

than nine languages, and reflected a sample of the benevolence of Crom-
well's 'benevolent despotism.' The first editions of the bible ackmowl-

L I R L T ) ~
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36 Calendar of State Papers Domestic, 1649-1650,. .pp. 522-23,. gives a
list of 60 printers thus involved. Whilst not a full list of
printers, it demonstrates that between 1637 and 1649 there had been
at least a three-fold increase in the number of printers.
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edged his assistance in alloﬁing the free importation of paper.

Tﬁe Restoration brought no significant changes in English
printing, although early in the reign a number of leading London printers
petitioned the government to incorporate printers in an organization
gseparate fréﬁ the Company of Stationers, which, they claimed, had become
a Company of Booksellers. Their demands amounted to a restriction of
the trade whose expansion they blamed for the quantity of 'scandalous
and seditious' books available. Sir Roger L'Estrange laid proposals
before Parliament which led to the 1662 Act and notably to the creation.

37

in the following year of the office of Surveyor of the Press. The:

Proposals are interesting for the knowledge they give us of London

printing in the 1660'3.38 The trade was sadly hit by the Great Plague
of 1665 and the subsequent Fire of London and a contemporary estimate
was that eighty printers had perished.39 The 1662 Act had specifically
mentioned York as a place where printing could take place and before

the end of the century printing had also begun in Bristol, Plymouth, and

Shrewsbury.

37 The proposals were published in 1663 under the title, Considerations
and Proposals in order to the Regulation of the Press (London, 1663).

38 L'Estrange's views should be balanced by reference to the Records of
the Stationers' Company which in turn have their own monopolistic
bias. These are well described (to 1650) in W. W. Greg, Some Aspects
and Problems of London Publishing (Oxford, 1956) - Lyell Lectures,
oxford, 1955.

39 L'Estrange to Lord Arlington, 16 October; 1665, Domestic State Pépéfﬁ?“

Charles II, Vol. 243 (1665-66), p. 20.

Two other outstanding records are '"List of several printing houses
taken ye 24th July, 1668'".in Domestic State Papers, Charles II, Vol.
243, No. 126 and "A Survey of the Printing Presses with the names and
numbers of Apprentices,. Officers, and Workmen belonging to every
particular press. Taken 29th July, 1668" in Domestic State Papers,

Charles II, Vol. 243, p. 181.
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Chapter 1II

THE ENGLISH PRESS IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY,

Four conditions govern the establishment of a free and

efficient Press within a country. Printing must have been invented;

the Press must not be hampered either by penal legislation or crippling

taxation; transportation must be efficient enough to ensure fairly rapid
distribution; the level of education should be sufficiently advanced to
provide a reading public.
Printing had made its European appearance in the fifteenth
century, but the products of the presses were undergoingf restrietion two
o centuries later. In the seventeenth century the dominating philosophy |
recognised the right of 'goverhments to regulate the organs of public
opinion, and it was almost an accident that in 1695 the House of Commons
did not renew the Licensing Act, included in a battery of e’x’piriqg Acts
1\>r:esented to it for rénewal. This happy circ_umséance p;ovided journalism
with space to expand, and only éeven years later the first daily paper
appeared in Britain. Yet restrictionms, for exémplej the law of libel,

remained. This indirect restriction was in some ways of equal power

since its general character allowed broad interpretation. John Almon,
who suffered many convictions for libel, commented in the late eighteenth
‘century: 'The law of libel is unwritten, uncertain, and indefinable.

It is one thing today and another tomorrow. No man can tell what it is.
It is sometimes what the King or Queen pleases; it is sometimes what the

. . P . . o e . . B N P . wl
Minister pleasés; sometimes what the Attorney-General pléases. Through .
) &
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1 Quoted in Wilson Harrls, The Dailx Press (Cambridge, England 1943), x
PP. 25-26. No source given.
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the efforté of Charles James Fox changes were made in the law, in particu;
lar establishing the principle that a jury rather tham a judge should
determine whether the words in question, if published, constituted a libel.
Even with this law in a more favdufabla'fdrmi other restrictive factors
were at work to hinder the development of a free and cheap Press. Stamp
duty, paper duty, and advertisement tax, all contributgd to the raising

of the newspaper's price to such a level as seriously to curptail the
rumber of buyers. Thus, the stamp duty was an important factor in the

demise of Addison and Steele's Spectator. Originally the duty had been

a halfpenny a half-sheet, was raised to a penny in 1757, -and three-
halfpence in 1776. By 1815 it had become fourpence and constituted
over fifty per cent of the selling price of most'daily'newspapers. Not
until 1836 was there a reduction.2

The advertisement tax was first imposed in 1712, the same
year as the inauguration of the stamp tax, and applied to any paper
published weekly or more frequently. At first the -level ‘was one shilling
tax on each advertisement, but in 1757 this figure was doubled, and by
1804 had become three shillings and sixpence. 1In 1833 it was reduced to
one shilling and sixpence and twenty years later was abolished through
the efforts of two Liberal giants, Bright and Cobden, and one Conserva-

R .
tive giant to be, Disraeli.— Paper had been taxed by the pound according

to quality, such tax ranging from three halfpence to threepence. Abolished

by the House of Commons in 1860, the measure failed to pass through the

- House of Lords- and. Gladstone had to resort to the expedient of 'tacking'

AP B E B 2 s me - — A Ve cm ge W e a4

2 - Petails of the stamp duties (to 1816) may be found in Stephen Dgﬂglll -

A History of Taxation and Taxes in England, 3 vols., London, 1884),
111, pp. 321-346. See also Stephen Dowell, A History and Explanation
of the Stamp Duties (London, 1873).
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to achieve the desired end. These 'taxes on knowledge' had a most

dampening effect upon circulation although an additional factor of

s .

importance was the low number of literate folk. In 1803 The Morning Post

sold just over 4500 copies daily and was easily the most popular paper.

By the middle of the nineteenth century The Times was selling 55,000

copies daily, but this’figuré was more than eight times larger than that
of its nearest rival. Small circulations therefore were the rule and
reflect the aristocratic nature of eighteenth century England. In con-
trast Pennsylvania had, according to Edward Lytton Bulwer speaking in

the House of Commons in 1832, one newspaper copy to every four iﬁhgbitanﬁs?
whilst Britain's ratio was one to thirty-six. This difference he |
ascribed to the absence of a stamp duty in ‘Pennsylvania, a point to which.
héantﬁrally gave some over-emphasis in a speech supporting abolition

of the duty. On the other two grounds, however, those of transportation
and a large reading public, there was no great difference between the
colony of Pennsylvania and the Mother Country during the eighteenth
century. If there was any advantage, it lay upon Britain's side. 1In
terms of future developments, whilst the American states lagged somewhat
in the development of r#ilways, in general they advanced more quickly in

the matter of popular education.

At the beginning of the eighteenth century the British

siﬁuation‘as-régards_ptinting was one of a greatly increased quantity of

.generally poor quality. It was no longer confined to London and the

. A L e e el ll
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university towns, and indeed almost every major town ih\ige country had- |
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'a press. Over-regulation had however destroyed originality to the point

|
— |

3  Details of the various provincial presses are contained in Plomer,
op. cit., pp. 205-224, |
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where the country's printers, with the exception of Oxford University,
had to obtain their type from Holland. (Oxford, due to generous bequests

L
was well supplied with founts.) As English government became more

B A T A R e b

bureaucratic in nature and increased importance was given to the Cabinet

and Houses of Parliament, the need for a printer to have powerful support.
from some great minister became even more desirable than previously. For
example, John Barber, the only printer ever to become Lord Mayor of
London, was heavily indebted to Henry St. John (Lord Bblingbrbke). The
eighteenth century in general saw a recovery from the low printing
standards of the seventeenth and this revival was headed by William
Caslon, John Baskerville, and Foulis brothers, Andrew and Robert.

Caslon was initially an engraver upon'metals; then became, and remained
for nearly fifty years, the leading and almost the sole designer and
founder of type used by English printers. Baskerville is of importance

in the history of printing because he first'hot-pressed' paper and was

also the inventor of wove paper.sn-The work of William Bowyer the

Younger, John Nichols, William Strahan, and William Bulmer assured the

printing trade of an improvement in ‘quality during the course of the
century.
A new field was opening up which engaged the interest of

the most famous literary men of the day. The parts played by Addison

and Steele with regard to The Spectator are well known, but of even more

interest in the history of English printing is the career of Samuel

- em———fwm.dsoir. - ~Tiie dUthor of CIArisse-larlowe and Pamekerwss by trade a -~ -

4 The difficulties encountered by one printer in purchasing Dutch types T
‘are considered in Plomer, op. cit., pp. 189-191. |

5 The contributions of Caslon and Baskerville as printers are con- = -
sidered in Jennett, op. cit., pp. 47-90.
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printer and indeed printed these works himself. Apprenticed at the age
of ten, he took up his freedom seven years later (1706) and through the

{nfluence of Arthur Onslow obtained the printing of the Journal of the

House of Commons. Between 1736 and 1737 he printed The Daily Journal

6
and in the following year The Daily Gazetteer.

Most famous among this group of magazine newspapers was

the Gentleman's Magazine of Edward Cave, founded in 1731 and modelled

upon Motteux's Gentleman's Journal of 1692. The importance of the maga- ;

zine has been summarised most cogently by Lennart Carlson: '"More than
-any other kind of publication at the time, the magazine responded to
the demands which a growing comsciousness of national importance and a

development of foreign business interests placed on news publications.

Where the journals were controversial, opinionated, unreliable, the
magazine was impartial, detached, and as complete and objective in its :
accounts of contemporary events as it was possible for the editor to

make it. As a consequence, it is in the pages of the Gentleman's (andf

in those of the London Magazine) that one can read the real character of

British culture two centuries ago."7 The Gentleman's Magazine clearly

reflects thekgrowth of commercial enterprise, the workings of the British
colonial system, the political developments of the times, but on the
whole its‘tone is rather aloof. Yet in this it echoes the classical
restraint which was the mark of the dominant creators of eighteenth
century European culture, and in a similar way the Magazine avoided the

- R - ronyT—." Y. P

many opportunities for social criticism. Nevertheless its standards of H

---------
------------------------------
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6 For Richardson as a printer see William M. Sale, Samuel Richardson:

Master Printer (Ithaca, N,Y., 1950).

7 C. Lennart Carlson, The First Magazine (Providence, R,I.), p. 239.
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accuracy provided its readers with the means for evaluation of the news

and established a mark for its rivals. Of these the Annual Register

occupiedAa place nearer to the political changes of the century. Estab-
lished to give 'a view of the history, politics, and literature of the
year 1758,' it translated its historical section into a summary of
Parliamentary debates. This anticipation of Hansard is a fair reflection
of the generally non-partisan, objective, tone of the Register's comments.
Although these were the outstanding magazines of the later eighteenth

century they were by no means without competition from the Scot's Maga-

zine (1739), the North Briton (1762), the European Magazine (1782) and

| 8
the Monthly Magazine (1796).

Such was the importance of this newspaper trade that when
Henry Cosgrove opened up a second press in Norwich in 1706, he began

dlso to issue a paper, the Norwich Gazette. In 1727 William Chase

established the Norwich Mercury. At Bristol, the Bristol Post-Boy con-

tinued in operation from 1702 to 1712. Thomas Hinton began the history

of printing in Cirencester with the publication of the Cirencester Post

8 0On the Gentleman's Magazine in addition to Carlson the following should
be consulted. The magazine itself: Lehigh University Library possesses
volumes 1-239 (Jan. 1731 to July 1875) and an index for the period
1731-1818. G. F. Barwick, ''Some Magazines of the 18th Century,"
Transactions of the Bibliographical Society (1908-09), X, pp. 109-140.
George S. Marr, The Periodical Essayists of the 18th Century (New York,
1924) . william Roberts, ''The Gentleman's Magazine and its Rivals,"
Athenaeum, No. 3235 (1889), p. 560. Charles D. Yost, The Poetry of
the Gentleman's Magazine (Ph.D. Thesis, Univ. of Pa., 1936).

Lehigh University Library holds copies of the Annual Register from
its beginnings to 1960 and an index for 1758-1819. For a discussion

of “Burke’s ‘editorstiip  s¢e Thomas W. Copeland, "Burke and Dodesley's

Annual Register,' Publications of Mod. Lang. Assoc. of America (1939),
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Annual Register,' Notes and Queries, lst Ser. (1851) III, (1855) XII,
and 2nd Ser. (1859) VII. On a comparative basis see James T. Hill-
house, The Grub Street Journal (Durham, N,C,, 1928).
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(1718) and three and a half years later Robert Raikes the Elder began to

print his Gloucester Journal, until he was succeeded by his son, the

L]

founder of Sunday Schools. Between 1714 and 1718 Exeter saw three news-

papers printed in the town, whilst Worcester witnessed the origins in

1709 of a paper which survived into the twentieth century, Berrow's

9 |
Worcester Journal. York had only one printer; John White, and after

his death in 1715 his wife éontinued-the'business; Thus she became

printer of York's first newspaper, The York Mercury, whilst her son

John the Younger supplied the same service for Newcastle with the New-

castle Courant (l711). By the close of the first quarter of the century

almost every major town in England had a newspaper.

The primary problem facing English newspapers was the
obtaining and then the maintenance of freedom to print what material in
what manner they saw fit. The century witnessed the gradual and grudging
'récbgnitidn of the Fourth Estate and the acceptance, to a degree, of its
liberties ‘and rights, in conjunction with those of Crown and Parliament,
The toleration of the free existence and the granting of important free-
doms to the relatively new institution of the Press both paved the way
for a democratic society in the later nineteenth century and, at the
same time, remained incomplete until that type of society had been:brought
into being. In the last decade of the séventeenthucentUry.a 'News-writer'
named Dyer came into conflict with Parliament.séVeral-t?mes and on one
occasion called forth the rebuke from the House of Commons ''that no

News-letter writers do, in their letters or other papers that they dis-

.........................................................

9 See Thomas N. Brushfield, The Life and Bibliography of Andrew Brice
(privately printed 1888) . .
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10 .
of this House." In 1699 The Flying Post reported the introduction of

—_—

awers

legislation to supply the lack of currency by exchequer bills and added
hardly a comment, but the House of Commons regarded it as a malicious
insinuation and the occasion was taken to introduce a'liéensing bill
which was, however, defeaﬁed.

Althouéh the reign of Queen Anne witnessed a law giving
copyright to authofs and the establishment of the first daily newspaper,
‘it also saw a stamp tax and advertisement duty introduced and a con-
tinuous censorship by the government of the day. For example, early in

1704 Tutchin, the editor'of“The Observator, made some remarks upon

'Occasional-Cbnformity_which 1ed to his being brought before the House
‘of Commons. Towards the end of the year a jury gave him a partial
acquittal, but his political enemies resorted;té force and one night
-thchin-was set upon and so severely injured that he died of his wounds.
‘In 1702 Defoe was put in the pillory for publishing a pamphlet, A Short

Way with Dissenters. Defoe developed his first newspaper, the Review

of the Affairs of State, whilst he was in Newgate and it continued as a

weekly paper for two years. At the end of this time its name was changed !

to A Review of the State of the English Nation and shortly afterwards it f

appeared three times a week, continuing in this manner until 1713 when

it was driven out of existence by the tax established in the previous

10 Quoted in F. Knight Hunt, The Fourth Estate (London, 1850),.11'ﬁ;
164. The quotation is from Parliamentary History, V, p. 363,
whose author is not given.
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11
year.

The early part of the eighteenth century\was characterised
by the first appearance of a large number of newspépers and these were

published at increasingly frequent intervals. It was in 1709 that the

first daily newspaper The Daily Courant appeared. The exploits of
Marlborough and Rooke, the political contests of Godolophin and Boling-
broke, and the literary efflorescence of Addison, Pope, Prior, Congreve,

Steele, and Swift, created an atmosphere impatient for news. It was in

'such a situation that The Daily Courant was conceived, at a time when no
less than eighteen newspapers were published in London; The best news-
papers of the reign of Anne improved in outward appearance and adopted

a higher political tomne; comment rather than news increased in amount and
quality. What Hallam describes as '"regular newspapers' became of
importance in the constitutional system of England: '"The publication of
regular Newspapers partly designed for the communication of intelligence,
partly for the discussion of political topics, may be referred upon the
whole to the reign of Queen Anne, when they obtained great circulation
and became the accredited organs of different fact:i.ons."12

Swift used his acerbic pen for the Tory Examiner and was

well aided there by Bolingbroke. Addison and Steele, both extremely

11  For Defoe as a journalist see his own An Essay on the Regulation of
the Press (Oxford, 1948), William L. Payne, Mr. Review, Daniel
Defoe as Author of the REVIEW (New York, 1947). A sideline upon
early eighteenth century printing is furnished in Henry C. Hutchins,
Robinson Crusoe and its Printing, 1719-1731 (New York, 1925).

%% 32--.Haary-Hsllan,.Constitutional History of Eggland‘{Lnndon, n.d.),_p.

..................................

802. TFor accounts of The Daily Courant, The Evening Post, and The
_ st. James's Evening Post with facsimiles of various editions, see

Stanley Morison, The English Newspaper (Cambridge, Engiand, 1952),




versatile, ﬁtilized their genius in the service of The Tatler, The

Spectator, and The Guardian, whilst Addison proauced alone The Free-

holder, founded and carried on with the aim of supporting the Whig
government and counteracting the propaganda of Swift's Examiner. With
such brilliant literary giants in the arena, how could the wordy battle
fail to be interesting? Nor did these gentlemen spare themselves in the

vigour of their criticism of each other, and such was the impact of

their views that one edition of The Freehdlder declared "There is scarce
any man in England, of what denomination whatsoever, that is not a free-
ihinker'ln‘pdlitiCS . . . Our nation, which was formerly called a
nation of saipts, may now be called a nation of statesmen . . . Our
children are initiated into factions before they know their right hand
from their left ., . . Of all the ways and means by which this political
shumour hath been propagated among the. people of Great Britain, I canmot
single out any as prevalent anddﬁniversal as the late constant applica-
tion of the press to the publishing of state matters."

The halfpenny stamp tax of 1712 was a direct ré?ognitipn;

by the government of the power of the quill and press, as was the appoint-

ment of Steele to be a Commissioner of the Stamp Office, and later resolu-

- - I
tion to expel him from the House. 1t was three years after the Stamp

-Act before any journal appeared which wds of any note. This journal,

the;andon Post, clearly demonstrates by its place as the first publisher

of Robinson Crusoe the 'essay-paper' character of much of the era's

journalism. Indeed The Spectator was little else but a-geries of essays

P
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—13~ Quoted from an undated edition of The Freeholder in Knight Hunt,

op. C1t., II, p. 184,

14  The connections between Steele's journalism and his politicai‘for-
tunes are well traced in Willard Connely, Sir Richard Steele (New
York, 1934), esp. pp.-143-217.
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' puﬁlishéd daily, and it, with its fellows was, as we have seen, of very

limited circulation. The first daily paper which continued to exist as

a political force was The Morning Chronicle (1769). Throughout the

eighteenth century the Woodfall family--father, son, and two grandsons--
occupied an unique place in the literary world, first as printers and
booksellers, then as jburnalists; William, the younger grandson, became

the first editor of the Chronicle, whilst his elder brother Henry was

15
editor of The Public Advertiser. The Morning Chronicle, Whig in

partisanship, early distinguished itself for its Parliamentary reports,

although in doing so it had to fight a continuous battle against a

L 16
Parliament ever sensitive to its privilege. However, Woodfall's

g .
successor, James Perry, not merely continued but increased the efficiency

15 The Public Advertiser began its life as The Daily Post with Defoe
as one of its founders, then became The London Daily Post and
General Advertiser, then The General Advertiser and in 1752 The
Public Advertiser, achieving its greatest fame through the publi-
cation of the Letters of Junius from 1767 onwards.

16 The Gentleman's Magazine had been a pioneer in Parliamentary
reporting, utilising Dr. Samuel Johnson's wonderful ability to
'manufacture' Parliamentary speeches and evoke the Parliamentary
scene in the period during which he wrote for the journal (1740-
1743). On this writing, see James Grant, The Newspaper Press (3 vols.,.
London,. 1871), I, pp. 142-144, See also William Cyples, ''Johnson
without Boswell,'" Contemporary Review (1878), XXXII, pp. 707-727.
Grant's less favourable assessment of these reports is, in our
opinion, the more balanced one. |

Although Johnson's own definition, given in The Idler, No. 30
(November 11th, 1758) should be taken with a large pinch of snuff,
it may be indicative of the something less than total accuracy with
which he was satisfied. '"A newspaper writer is a man without vir-
tue, who writes lies at home for his own profit. For these com-
positions is required neither genius nor knowledge; neither industry

L -

are absolutely necessary."
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of the operation. After he became owner and editor of the Chronicle in

1789, he organized a corps of Parliamentary reporters and raised his
paper to the place of eminence in the London Press. Indeed Perry's

work with the Chronicle directly inspired the character of the paper

which was to take its prestige from it, The Times (which evolved in

17
1788 from The Daily Universal Register). The position of both papers

in relation to their times has been summarised thus: 'It was during

Perry's connection with the Chronicle that the daily press became a

| 18
sort of constituted authority in the country."

The first ten years of the eighteenth century had brought
the daily newspaper to birth. In the next quarter of a century the

weekly journals flourished alongside their daily counterparts. Evening

papers, such as The _E’vening Post, filled their own smaller market and in
the same manner as the daily and weekly papers fluctuated in owner,
title, and circ;ulation, with disturbing rapidity. Such was the general
situation at mid century. The '45 Rebellion brought Henry Fielding
rushing back into the newspaper world (he had previously been connected

with the short-lived, The Champion), be'comi’ng; the most important person

in the founding of The True Patriot. In his first edition he attacked

the low state into which newspapers and news-writers had fallen. He had
much of which to complain, for during the years of Walpole's power the
Press had suffered a corruption no different in principle from that which

had previously been undertaken, but more effective and more permanent
et
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journals. For the main daily and evening papers (to 1758) see
pp. 119-140. See Knight Hunt, op. cit., II, pp. 221-223.
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than anything in the eighteenth century which had preceded it. Tittle-

tattle had now come to occupy a large proportion of the available space,
and‘ this reflected not only governmental pressures but also the lower
calibre of intelligence which was now employed. On the other hand, the
number of unstamped papers openly on sale had increased greatly. In -
1743 it had been found necessary to include a clause in an Act of
Parliament which declared that since a large number of newspapers aﬁd
other communications were not being stamped and yet were being ''daily
sold, hawked, c#rried about, uttered and exposed for sale by divers
obscure, persons, who have no known or gsettled habitation, it is enacted
that all hawkers of unstamped newspapers may be seized by any person,
and taken before aﬂlju‘stice of the peace, who may commit them to gaol for
three mont:hs."l9 A reward of twenty shillings was offered to any in-

former obtaining a conviction, and there were many such., E_!

Fielding's The True Patriot, however, was strongly pro-

Hanoverian and his services were rewarded by the grant of a Bow Street
magistracy. For loyal English citizens the paper provided comfort and
confidence, for Jacobites its tone of ri‘.d.icule became more and more dis-
comforting, and its satire at their firiél defeat was as merciless as

Cumberland's swora, whose terror the work of The True Patriot helped to

hide from public eyes. Entering into journalism again for the Jacobite
Journal (December, 1747) Fielding presented a further diatribe against
thé prevailing low standards of journalism: "If ever there was a time

when a weekly writer might venture to appear, it is the presemt; for

........................................

1o _ 16th Geo. II, c. 26 #5. Statutes at Large (10 Vols., London, 1786),
Vi, p. 219. ‘”_ I




few readers will imagine it presumptionm to enter the lists agaiiﬁt those

works of his contemporaries which are now known by the name of news-
papers, since his talents must be very.indifferent if he is not capable
of shining among a set of such dark planets."20 Too much attention
should not, however, be given to such statements as valuable contemporary
evidence; for Fielding was arguing his cause and made similar statements
each time he returned into news--print.21

"No species of literary men has lately been so much multi-
plied as the writers of news. Not many years ago the nation was content
with one Gazette; but now we have not only in the metropolis papers for
every-morningvand every evening, but almost every large town has its
weekly historian, who regularly circulates his periodical intelligence,
and fills the villages of his district with conjectures on the eventé
of the war, and with debates on the true interest of Europe."22 So did
‘Dr. Johnson declare in 1758 and it seems to have been an accurate state-
ment” of the contemporary position. The 1750's witnessed the coming and
going of a medley of newspapers, none of which was of any great importance.

On May 29th, 1762, the author Tobias Smollett began The
Briton. There was no secret of the fact that it had been founded on

funds provided by Lord Bute, chief minister and favourite of the Crown.

The paper was not a success but it gains historical importance because

20 Quoted from the first number of the Jacobite Journal in Alexander
Andrews, History of British Journalism (2 vols., London, 1859), I,
p. 154. | I

21 Fielding as a journalist is well described inm Wilbur L. Cross,
'"""”'Hiétofz'gi”HengY'FieIaing‘(B“vdls:;'New'Haven;~1918};“13~ppu-ll&~~~-
- = IM?-ZZB"—ZSZL:_ II—; DpR. -1.‘._'.9;9_} - e -

22 1dler, No. 30 (November, 1llth, 1758).
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of the fact that the strong partisanship it displayed in the first
issue for Toryism in general and the Bute Ministry in partiCular led,

within a week, to the appearance of The North Britonm, edited by John

Wilkes, with support from Lord Temple and John Churchill, poet;and

satirist. The Briton had been established to silence the opposition

Monitor but unhappily the two Scotsmen stirred into being a far more

powerful hornet's nest. On the 12th, February, 1763, The Briton was

ended and the victory of its rival was complete. On April 23rd, 1763,

was published the famous No. 45 of The North Briton. From the party
politics of a man, pbor in character and strong in pretence, sprang a
judicial case which has become_a”landmérk in the history of English

23 :
liberty. < From our point of view, the matter has importance because it

guided the attention of the;public more than ever towards the political
journalism of the day.

Of the papers which existed between 1760 and 1770, The

Middlesex Journal holds a particularly interesting place. ‘Middlesex was

notable for its political liberalism, demonstrating this, for example,
by its re-election of Wilkes, and the Journal was similarly liberal in
tone. It advocated such advanced causes as universal suffrage, annual

Parliaments, vote by ballot, and included among its writers John Wilkes,

23  For details of the arrest and trial of those involved see Alexander
Andrews, op. cit., pp. 167-168. Sound assessment of the constitu-
tional importance of this case may be found in the following: O. A,
Sherard, A Life of John Wilkes (London, 1930), pp. 72-106, Peter
" Quennell, The Profane Virtues (New York, '19%3), pp. 173-218. &4 - e
general work on the subject is George Nobbe, The North Britom, A
study in Political Propaganda (New York, 1939). |
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24 A
Junius, and Horne Tooke. The great issue of the time was the reporting

of Parliamentary debates, a matter which at one time or another involved
most of the editors and printers of the liberal newspapers. The defence
of Parliamentary privilege was of course led by the House of Commons,

but in 1764 the House of Lords, at the instigation of the Earl of March-

mont, took proceedings against Meres, the printer of The London Evening

Post.- On May 10th, 1768, William Bingley brought out No. 47 of The

North Briton and promptly found himself in Newgate and eventually served

o, AN RO W R e

a term of two years in prison. The North Briton case was therefore only

the most celebrated among many attempts to restrain the Press.

Far morejmyStifying and more genuinely a trial of liberty

Py e R T N e ey R X MO R

were the letters of Junius, of which the first appeared in The Public

Advertiser on April 28, 1767, and sixty-nine more followed, the last

25
being printed on November 2, 1771. There is no need to recount at

length the events subsequent to the publication of these letters, in

particular those which occurred after the Letter to the King, February 7,
i 4
1770. What is of importance is that this famous incident emphasises,

as does the case of No. 45 The North Briton, the impact which newspapers

had upoh the politically awake and important segment of the general public.

24 See Morisom, op. cit., p. 155 for a facsimile of an edition of the
Journal.

25 On the letters of Junius see: A. Andrews, op. cit., I, pp. 182-201.
T. H. Bowyer, A Bibliographical Examination of the Earliest Editioms
of the Letters of Junius (Charlottesville, Virginia, 1957) is a
necessary guide to_the use of any edition of the=werters. Thﬁﬁ_
letters are found in a convenient form, edited by C. W. Evere ¢,
The Letters of Junius (London, 1927), although the editor's claim
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that they were written by the Earl of Shelburne cannot be accepted
g - - - - - - Y. - - - —gg mere than as -interesting hypethesis. - - - - - -~ - - - -
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The furore was long and intense and the Letters led to a number of trials,
which, when juries were used, prodﬁced in general verdicts unsatisfactory
to the government. The newspapers conducted their reporting in a bold
fashion, mentioning names openly or with tl;e thinnest possible disgﬁses.
The people had come to regard the reporti@x}g of Pagnliaméntary affairs as
one of the few checks upon Parliament. Although the readers of the news-
papers and those qualified to vote were much the same people, it would seem
that some in the first category »could not be included in the second. Thus
a non-repfegented public opinion was created by the dissemination of news
and this gap between people and Parliament was in part a result of the
newspaper press, in part was held in place by it. The last half of the
eighteenth century beheld a battle between Parliament and Press whose
results were a somewhat typical British compromise,. ‘although the long
term gainer seems to have been the Press.

) <

- . The importance of Athe battle and the winning of access to
Parliament by the newspaper can hardly be over-estimated when one may,

with the generous gift of hindsight, look back across the development of
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British democracy. In 1753 the number of stamps‘issued to newspapers
was 7,41i,757 (England's population at the tiﬁe was 6,186,336) whilst a
century later the number of copiles was 128,178,900 (after a population
increase of 27,724, 849). A fourfold increase in population was met

with a seventeenfold increase in newspaper circulation. The same period
was one not merely of taxes on newspapers but also one of continually
increasing stamp dues. Yet in 1836, before the lowering of the tax,

the circulation of newspapers was over five times that of 1753. However,

the reduction of the tax was a most potent factor as the further fourfold

26 The detailed history of later eighteenth century journalism which pro-
vides the evidence for these statements is revealed in the following:
Individual newspapers are dealt with in S. Morisom, op. cit., PP. 159-
201. A. Andrews, op. cit., I, pp. 180-237, speaks of developments
in more general terms as does J. Grant, Op. cit., I, pp. 202-208.
Certain specific aspects are dealt with thus: G. W. Niven, ''On Some
Eighteenth Century Periodicals” in Bibliographer, I, pp. 36-40.

Edward Porritt, '""The Government and the Newspaper Press in England,"

in Political Science Quarterly, XII (1897), pp. 666-683. |

Maurice J. Quinlan, "Anti-Jacobin Propaganda in England, 1792-1794"

in Journalism Quarterly, XVI (1939), pp. 9-15.

Bertha M. Stearns, "Early English Periodicals for Ladies (1700-1760)"

in Publications of the Modern Language Association of America,

XLVIII (1933), pp. 38-60.

A. S. Collins, "The Growth of the Reading Public during the Eighteenth
Century" in Review of English Studies, II (1926), pp. 284-294, 428-38.
~A. S, Collins, Authorship in the Days of Johnson (London, 1927)

! covers the period 1726-1780 and deals with the relationships within
the printing and publishing trades and between these trades and the
public. |
James Routledge, Chapters in the History of Popular Progress (London,
1876) deals with the place of the jury in cases involving freedom
of the Press.

' Charles H. Gray, Theatrical criticism in London to 1795 (New York, 1931).
Edward N. Hooker, ""The reviewers and the new criticism" in Philo- ’
logical Quarterly, XIII (1934)..pp. 189-202. .. . ... ... ...
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increase by 1853 clearly demonstrates. The stamp duty vas remitted in
1857 but no less than one ﬁﬁn&red and seven newspapers were founded
across Great Britain in anticipation of the reduction (bringing the total
number in the United Kingdom at the beginning of the ye#r to 711). Who
can deny, in the face of such evidence, the popularity and the power of

the Press? Cowper in The Task, speaking of 'the folio of four pages'

declared:

. . .at his heels,

Close at his heels, a demagogue ascends,
And with a dexterous twist, soon twists
him down.

while Crabbe in his poem The Newspaper announced:

I sing of news, and all those vapid sheets

The rattling hawker vends through gaping streets;
What'er his hame, what'er the time they fly,
Damp from the press, to charm the reader's eye'
For, as soon as morning dawns with roseate hue,
The herald of the morn arises too;

Post after Post succeeds, and all day long
Gazettes and Ledgers swarm, a noisy throng.

e . e, Vs — Sl e me s e Ru e e e, Ree el wndl e

T T e L R R —




Chapter III1

PRINTING IN NORTH AMERICA TO 1775

Printers moved westwards from Europe on the heels of the
conquistadores, and it was at the behest of Spain's leading printer,

Johann Cromberger of Seville, that Juan Pablos established the first

.permanent American press at Mexico City in 1539. The initiative for

this most important event had come as much.from the colony as from with-
in Spain itself and;not unexpectedly, through a representative of the
Church, Bishop Zund&raga. The Bishop iﬁ his great missionary zeal

became aware very quickly after his arrival in 1528 that conversion of
the hostile and 'heathen' Indians required books printed under clerical
direction in their languages,1 From a letter written by him to Charles V
in 1538 we learn that a préss already existed in Mexico, but the first
printer of whom we have any record is Juan Pablos. Cromberger was
rewarded with a ten year momopoly, and in the same year that he signed
the contract, Pabloé began work. His first book, of which no copies

have survived, was the Breve y mas compendiosa doctrina christina,

written in Mexican and Castilian. We know also that in the wcourse: .of

fﬁe~next three years PabloS‘published the first news broadside to be

printed in America, but the first complete book ‘which we have is the

1 The attitudes of the reformers towards the Indians are reflected in
two contemporary documents:
(a) Speech of Las Casas to Charles V on the Treatment of the Indians
in America. (Las Casas was the official Protector of the Indians.)
(b) Pronouncements of the Ecclesiastical Council of Mexico City

(made in 1546). They are réproduced in-. Andrew—n. Clevea,
_?:S;;::geadingsmin,Hispanic American History (Boston, 1927), pp. 222-25,
. % T L T B ' e e

The contrary views of civil leaders are contained in Memorial of the

‘Procuradores of Hew Spain to the-xiag-c@ggerg;ggfferm&nent~Eacemiead&sr- - -

+ See Cleven, op. cit., pp. 235-238.
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Doctrina Breve muy provechosa de las cosas que pertenecen a la fe

catolica y a nuestra cristinadad. This was an effort by Bishop Zumdrraga

to describe the Christian ethic. The title page carries the date 1543.
Pablos was forced to use imported paper which was hand-made and of poor
quality, but he achieved a high standard of printing, obviously in part
conditionediby*hié contract wiﬁh Cromberger whiéh includéd a statement
that he was to be paid only for each perfect sheet he printed.

By the end of the sixteenth century nine presses were in

use in Mexico City. The printers wére almost exclusively from the Spanish

territories in Europe, particularly Spain itself and Italy. However,
included in the pioneers of American printing was a Frenchman, Pedro
Ocharte, who came to Mexico from Rouen to.seek his fortune as a merchant.
Marrying the daughter of Pablos he became a printer and tWO'Tfirsts' are
credited to him. In 1563 he printed the first Spanish-American lawbook
and in 1587 the first work on seamanship in the New World. The dominance
of Mexico City :in. cultural things is demonstrated by the fact that in the
‘whole :0f the sixteenth century only one printer published his books out-
side the pity.a Melchor Ocarte set up his press in theiéuburbaﬁ*FranCiSe

can convent of Santiago Tlatilulco.

2 A facsimile of this title page will be found in U.S. Government Print-
'ing Office, Colonial Printing in Mexico (Washington, 1939) facing p. 5.

Winship, op. cit., p. 38 declares that the news item published by
Pablos was to record the earthquake which destroyed Guatemala City in

1540.

3 See Isaiah Thomas, The History of Printing in America (2 Vols.,

| Worcester, Mass., 1810), 1, pp. 211-1Z for & description "of the paper-
Lo e e e e o NBKANG. YL the Tndians. before the Spaunish conquest.
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4 The University of Mexico had been founded in 1553; thﬁé capping the
rsrrital -
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Sixteenth century printing was used mainly for the mission-

ary work of the Catholic Church with various matter such as notices,
proclamations, and laws of the civil government (especially under the
great Viceroy Mendoza) making up almost the whole of the remainder. The

purposes, thus, were purely utilitarian and the printers were working

" under adverse conditions. Therefore the quality of their work is some-

what surprisingwuntil we remember that they were the heirs, and--in the
cage of some of the pioneers--part-creators, of the tradition of fine

Spanish book-making. Such men were not content to churn out work. They
felt the spirit of creation flowing through them, saw their trade as an

art, and accordingly seized every chance for embellishment, reéognizing

:infiﬁ-an‘oppdr;unigy'to express their own skill and their own personality.

By the end of the century roman and italic types had come

cqfregla¢efthéggoth1c formsiin;Which Pablos had done his first work; but,

o

,jpgh;gs'it-had.stood out in the sixteenth century as the'on1y~subﬁrban.
centre of printing,so in the early seventeenth,SantiagéiTlgtilulco'prps
duced some of the last examples of gothic type, under the direction of
;DiegojLapez Dévalos'and his Dutch assistant“Cornelio Adriano César. New
'prinﬁers.hafurally took over as the years progressed, but in Mexico City
Bernérdo Calderén founded an outstanding dynasty. After his death his
widow enlarged operations -and received a monopoly for the publishing of
the edicts of five viceroys. Technologically, the dynasty also showed
iﬁself ig the foreftont,jimporting the finest possible equipment from
Euzope, especially in the. last twenty Ye%£§;2§;5h% century. As a result

this publishing}houSe*waa teSpongible for printing most of the gazettes

42
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' 5
and annual publications in Mexico City during this period. A rather
di fferent development was the rise of a new publishing centre at Puebla

de los Angeles. Its origins are misty but we do know that in 1642

Francisco Robledo was established there and ‘we may strongly suspect that
the book-collecting Bishop Palafox y Mendoza had been very influential

in bringing him to the community. Robledo was joined by other printers,

but everyone of them was outshone by Diego Fernﬁndex de Ledn, whose
quality and quantity of work were most impressive. He, like the Calderons,
obtained the finest available presses from Europe.

: y

Expansion of business was complemented by a greater diver-

sity of subject matter. Grammars and dictionaries of the Indian languages

were stiII_prominent but histories and travel accounts, nearly always from
the pens of-reiigious (and perambulating) men, also took up much of the

printers' time. Sporadically, works on such things as Latin verse or

k3
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travels in the Philippines stimulated the intellectual appetites of the

6

tiny cultural élite;' Seventeenth century typography made a co:xespondiﬁg

improvement. It became more uniform in character and the idosyncracies of

_ . ) 7
printers in the less technically -advanced sixteenth century now disappeared.

5 See Isaiah Thomas, op. cit., II, PpP. 191-192. Thomas quotes from
Robertson's history of America in which he declared after examining the
Gazeta de Mexico for 1728-1730 that "The Gazette of Mexico is filled
almost entirely with accounts of religious functions, with descriptions
of processions, consecrations of churches, beatifications, festivals,
autos de fe, etc. Civil, or commercial affairs, and even the trans-
actions of Europe, occupy but a small corner of this monthly magazine
of intelligence.'" See William Robertson, History of America (7th Ed.,
London, 1796), p. 40.
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7 A picture of seventeenth century intellectual life is provided by
Irving A. Leonard, Don Carlos de Siguenza y Gongora: A Mexican Savant

of the Seventeenth Century (Berkeley, California, 1929). For comments
. on literature, see esp. pp. 182-83.
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In eighteenth century Mexico the production of books

‘became ‘even more intensive to meet the demands of a socieiy having greater
leisure than ever bef‘ore;8 Whilst the range of books became wider, spe-

¥
cialization.also increased. The subjects of which they treated included
mining, current events--for example, the policies of the South Sea Com-
pany were investigated by Gerardo Moro in a book published at la Calle de
Tacuba in 1724--biographies, and text books of Indian dialects. Thus the
publishing world was still conéerned-with the needs of the missionary
priests,-but~therevwaSL1h4aAditionfa new category of religious literature,
the occasional prayers, provided for the convenience of-Mexicanfsociecy;
Further, the format'df.these;productions'demonstrated:a‘very real attempt
‘to be attractive. Works of a scholarly nature also inbréased..iReligious
‘chronicles, sponsored by the monastic orders, still hgld_the first place

and to these We may.a&djthe histories, gazettes, dictionaries, and

grammars. Outstanding in this group was the very large (four volumes)
an very complete~descript10n~off;he viceroyalty of New Sagin written
for King Philip V by JoséiAnCOnio'VillarSeﬁdr yrséhchez, an eminent

scientist, which provides the historian with encyclopaedic information on

-

8 A brief but stimulating analytical account of colonial society is
given by Charles E. Chapman, Colonial Hispanic America (New York City, 3
1933), pp. 108-125. See also Henry B. Parkes, A History of Mexico §
(Rev. Ed., Boston, 1950), pp. 116-124. The best general accounts of {
Mexican history (in English) are Hubert H. Bancroft, History of Mexico !
(6 Vols., San Francisco, 1883-88) and Roger B. Merriman, The Rise of ’
the Spanish Empire (4 Vols., New York City, 1918-34) of which Vol. III,
Chs. 23, 27, 30 and Vol. IV, Ch. 33, pp. 200-225 are relevant to the
present discussion.

-------------- wieiiooo......The only English-lsnguage survey of Mexican. journalistic history is
" Henry Lepidus, The History of Mexican Journalism (Univ. of Missouri
Bulletin, Vol, 29, No. 4, Columbia, Mo., 1928). This, unfortunately,
is too brief and elementary to be definitive. It devotes 14 pages
(pp. 12-25) to the colonial period.
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the history and geography of the colony. The:Bibliotheca Me:jicana con-
tains biographies of a large number of Mexicgn authors and lists their
works. How very revealing of the élite nature of the expected readers is
the fact that this important work was written in Latin when it appeared in
1755 from the press of the author, Juan José'de Equiara y Equren, who

had arrived from Madrid eleven years earlier.

The religious orientation of Mexican culture and the con-
tinued European nature of the ruling SOCIety_fé'reVeéled'clear1y+by;the
books published in Mexico during the eighteenth century. 1In Puebla, for
example, Don Pedro de la Rosa ran. the most important publishing house.

He obtained a monopoly of the printing of catechisms and books of prayer
for the éntire viceroyalty of New Spain. In his career is epitomised the
twin source of employmént;for'the,printe:; frqm'the_févour of Church and
State qame'prqsperity;g At the close of the colonial period three new
publishing centres arose in Mexico: Guadalajara, Veracruz, and Oxaca.
These presses, coming fqto‘eXiStence'jUSt“before,the_American Revolution,
were eventually to be responsible‘fop,many of the broadsides and pamphlets
connected with the MexicanIWar'of‘Independence,:but'theserworkg inciting

o . ‘ ‘10
revolution belong in the nineteenth century.

‘9  See the authoritative discussion of Church-State relations in John L.
Meecham, Church and State in Latin America: A History of Politico-
Ecclesiastical Relations (Chapel Hill, N,C.,, 1934).

10 An interesting example of 'incitement to revolution by example' is
the publishing at Mexico City in 1806 of a translation of the life
of J. J. Dessalines, leader of the Haiti.revolutionaries. The
dominance of the European minority is well described in Ernest

to the press he concludes: '"The majority of books dedlt with doctrinal
matters, to retailing miracles, or expounding the virtue and apostolic
zeal of some defunct cleric. After the American and French revolu-
tions the Inquisition's embargo tightened, thousands of additional
authors falling under its ban.'" Gruening, op. cit., p. 26. This
clearly prejudiced account--there were not 'thousands of authors' in
Mexico circa 1800, for example--nevertheless accurately reveals the
general line of developments.

PO
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AP et S

Whereas that area which borders the;pregedtfvnited_Sbates on
its soutliern side developed printing a century before the thirteen colonies,
that part which we now know as Canada was a latecomer in the field. 1In

the same way as New Spain it was originally non-English speaking and

Catholic, but these were almost the sole similarities between the two

colonies. In Mexico the Europeans maintained their own culture and lived

in relative luxury as a ruling minority but colonists of New France had
to--adopt the hardiness of the frontiersman and~devote their lives to

resisting the harsh climate and the: attacks of Indians, whilst obtaining.

a meagre existence at a heavy cost in time and effort. Such would be

an accurate compdriSon'Of eighteenth ¢entury Mexico and Canada, but iﬁ .
we compare Mexico in the sixteenth century with the Canada of two centuries

later, we find;a;sqméwhat-similar:response to the needs of'a fronéier-

gociety. The major difference which remains is the far less power ful

influence exercised by the.Church in the more nqrﬁher;chbloqy{

Early printing in Canada was as ytilitarian as it had been in

Mexico during its conquest by Europeans. Neither the printers nor the
society which thgy,served'had-timeTto-spa;eafpr'the cultivation of literary
.skills. Legal, réligfﬂus, and educational works Were urgently required
.and only when there was time or events were sufficiently important could

‘one perhaps print local and European news, political treatises, almanacs,

and directories. For the very few who had the neCessafy,Cbmhinafton of
inclination, leisure, and wealth, the 'cultural' wOrkszwe:ejobtainable

from Europe.. o

The Green family had been prominent in Massachusetts printing

for' .over a century before Bartholomew Green; Jr. brought the first press
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| | 1 |
to Canada when he moved to Halifax in 1751. However he died a few weeks

later and it was left to his Boston partner John Bushell to establish the

Halifax Gazette. His first issue of March 23, 1752 marked the appearance
12 .

of the first newspaper in Canada. The basis for the first ventures

into journalism was government patronage, and this was the case with the

Halifax Gazette, the Quebec Gazette (1764), the Royal American Gazette

of Charlottetown (1787), and the Upper Canada Gazette (1793). Brought

into existence through the direction and favour of the government, they
éerVed'faithfuliy as government organs in which government proclamations

and official news took up a major part of the space. Editors, who were

--------------

oo pripters in Shelburme, N.S,ITYH Yhé perTod” After the ARGican  War foi T ]

11 The definition of 'Canada' affects the claims which may be made.
Isaiah Thomas regarded Nova Scotia as separate from Canada and thus
in speaking of Canada he says: ''The art was introduced into this
province soon after its conquest by the British,'" and he declares
that Brown and Gilmore ''were the first to introduce the art into
Canada." Thomas, op. cit., II, p. 180. However, Thomas is in
error in stating that the first issue of the Quebec Gazette was in
January, 1765. The first number appeared on 2lst, June, 1764. See
Margaret B. Stillwell, Incunabula and Americana (New York City, 1931).
See also Louis B. Duff, ''The Journey of the Printing Press Across
Canada,'" Gutenberg Jahrbuch, 1937, pp. 228-238.

12 The early history of the Halifax Gazette is recorded in Thomas. op.

cit., II, pp. 376-378. See also pp. 175-179. The history of the
Gazette is retold in Aegidius Fauteux, -The Introduction of Printing
into Canada (Montreal, 1930), pp. 42-29. This includes the story of
the October, 1765, edition which appeared without the required stamp.
Anthony Henry, the printer, attributes this offence to his young
American apprentice, Isaiah Thomas, but this did not prevent the
authorities from taking his paper away from him. Thereupon he began
the Nova Scotia Chrdnicle and Weekly Advertiser. Henry beat out his
rival and was reappointed King's Printer in 1770. Fauteux, op. cit.,
Pp. 47-48. On early printing in Nova Scotia generally see D. C.
McMurtrie, The First Printing in Nova Scotia (Chicago, 1925) - a re-
print, enlarged by reproductions, of the original article in Printing
Review of Canada, Vo. V (July, 1929). A glance at the Loyalist

e sy

.......

Independence is afforded by McMurtrie's pamphlet, The Royalist
Printers at Shelburne, Nova Scotia (Chicago, 1933) originally published
in The American Book Collector, Dec., 1932 and Jan., 1933.
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often printers as well, were naturally very loath to risk losing patronage

or suffer public rebuke by criticising the authorities or publishing any

controversial material. They were happy to augment their incomes by
13

printing statutes and other official documents.
j After the British victory in Canada the French-speaking citi-
zens were faced with the challenge of representing their views in a per-

14 ‘ o
suasive manner. The challenge was hardly met in:a decisive and success-
ful fashion. By the end of the century four newspapers had been founded:

3 | ’ ) | s o
5 La Gazette de Quebec, La Gazette du commerce et litteraire (the first

newspaper founded in Montreal but which only lasted one year, 1778-1779)

La Gazette de Montreal (1785), and Le Magasin de Québec, which continued

USRNSSR 5 28 o 2 22 el

only two years, 1792-1794. These newspapers demonstrated a low level of

professional competence but were inspired either by high-minded or

13  An account of the subjection to censorship of the printers of the
Upper Canada Gazette is given in W. S, Wallace, '"The Journalist in
Canadian Politics," Canadian Historical Review, XXII, pp. 16-17. The
way in which Louis Roy, founder of the paper and Fleury Mesplet,
founder of the Montreal Gazette were treated justifies Wallace's state-
ment that: "As long as a newspaper was published under government
auspices, its editor was liable to instant dismissal." On Mesplet see
R. W. McLachlan's extensive survey in Royal Society of Canada, Trams-
actions, XII, Section 2, May, 1906, pp. 197-309. A description of
Mesplet's first book will be found in C.H.R,, XV, Sept. 1934, p. 349.
For Mesplet's apprenticeship in Philadelphia (which city also 'gave'
Brown and Gilmore to Canada) see Fauteux, op. cit., pp. 90-94. The
dependence of Halifax printers on government patronage is described in
Fauteux, op. cit., pp. 52-54.

- 14 The first French book published in Canada was the Catechisme du Diocese
de Sens (Quebec, 1765). McMurtrie believes that broadsides were
printed in Quebec as early as 1759. See D, C., McMurtrie, The First
Printing in the Province of Quebec (Chicago, 1928), in which he

- - Oy rRE

§ "7 orer.....dmscTibes two broadsides printed by Bishop Penthriand.one. .af.Quebec ...
ﬁ and one at Montreal. This supports the suggestion made by Phileas

Gagnon, Essai de Bibliographies Canadienne (2 Vols., Quebec and

Montreal, 1895-1913). See listing under Pontbriand. A summary of

early printing in Quebec may be found in Fauteux, op. cit., Ppp. 63-83.

The McMurtrie thesis is considered and rejected a trifle cavalierly

by Fauteux., See op. cit., pp. 67-71.
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publicity-seekingﬁlgymen; The crux of the whole situation lay in the
nature and scope of the market, ‘The readers of the newspaﬁers were mainly
country folk, not bossessed of the time or the interest to read literary
and political discussions, and often only barely literate.

The newspaper is an organ only appreciated fully in a.
socieﬁy which has developed beyond the 'frontier' stage, and this most of
Canada was not to do until théaninéteenfh_century. Circulation was
extremely limited and the early journalists were forced to resort’ to
almost desperate measutre to keep body and press tpgether. Bushell
gmplcyed hisﬁOWQ¢daughte; as a typesetter;, while the geﬁe;al opinion was

that his successor, Anthonycﬁenpy,'had.to marry first a negress with

‘money,. then an heiress of ninety-six years of age in order to achieve

fihahC1ai-stabLLity;L5 ‘Only two newspapers existed in Upper Canada before

1800 and indeed the first press had only been established‘there”in'l793;16
Lying geographically between the area.which was earliest

into the printing field and.thatnwhich‘waS'mosc'backwafd'1n this respect,

the thirteen c¢olonies suitably filleqvadmedian-pqsi;iqn»histbriéaiiy.

Extremely interesting and significant is the fact that printing had reached

Massachusetts before ‘the Bay settlements were ten years old. The speed of

Massachusetts Bay in. establishing a pregs outstripped even that of Mexico.

15 The conclusion of Wallace was that 'the journalist in British North
America had very little influence of any sort.' See Canadian Histori-
cal Review, XXII, pp. l4-24,

16 A full discussion may be found inW. S. Wallace, "The Periodical
Literature of Upper Canada'' in Canadian Historical Review, XII, No. 1

(March, 1931), pp. 4-23. The articleesdss.gonteine a-heckilst-gf- v o
newspapers established in the region before 1840 and traces the =~~~ T
various changes in their titles. See also discussion of the origins
of Upper Canada printing in Fauteux,, op. cit., pp. 115-127, which

admirably analyses the evidence available.
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‘However, the press in both colonies was religiously motivated and Puritan-

50

ism imposed as many rigidities and restrictions as did Roman Catholicism
in the Spanish colony. By the end of the seventeenth century printing
had spread to Philadelphia and New York which, ‘together with Boston,

N : ' . .
began to establish their position as leaders in the American printing trade.

Libraries existed in Massachusetts evén'before theffirst press arrived
and the fact that Harvard College's first printéd.catalogue (issued in
1723, some eighty-seven years after its foundatioﬁ) contains few books
printed in New England is reflective of a most: important dichotomy between

the printing press and the private library. The. output of the colonial

press was merely a part--in its early ‘days only a small paft—-of‘the

?reading:matter available to the colonists. Almost from the first_days‘a.

firm trade in books was established between London booksellers and their

colonial correspondents, botﬁXstorekeepers in the few cities ‘and indi=-
'v1dgalsarn"éach'of the co&aﬁf;s, and this reciprocal delight in books

.and familiar knowledge of the tastes of individual customers three
thousand ocean miles away present a charming picture. "The colonial press

at no'time“made any attempt to compete seriously for the trade of the

public that bought and read books regularly,”" for the books the 1ntelli-
gentsia desired were the English editions which could be sold in the

. . v 7 .
colonial ports at prices lower than the cost of local manufacture. This

*For purposes of simplicity 'American printing' in the text, as from this
page, may be taken to mean printing in the thirteen British colonies
which were later to form the United States of America. Printing in other
parts of North America will be referred to as 'Canadian' or 'Mexican'

..................................................

17 George P. Winship in his Introduction to One Hundred and Fifgx Years

of Printing in English America (Philadelphia, 1940), p. 4.
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situation, as Winship points out, allowed the colonial press to provide an
outlet for local and temporary animosities as well as supplying utili-

tarian aids such as almanacs, business forms, and that news from other

~ parts which could affect local affairs. However, as American colonial

society grew in size and became more accustomed to the settledflife,
there arose a market for American editions of the books about which the
intellectuals both in Britain and its American colonies. were talking.

These readers did not frequent the book-stores of Boston or Philadelphia

.and would have been out of place in the circle which Franklin so delight-

fully dominated. Yet these village parsons, country lawyers, and humble

farmers or mechanics appreciated Pope, Goldsmith, Defoe, Sheridan, Burns

and their like to the point whére the peddlerfs p;Zk was incompleteﬁwiﬁh&
. Y

out its book or two.

Thus, within colonial America there was a reading public: at:
once more broadly informed and more widespread in nature than in.ei ther
Mexico or Canada. We must visudlize a society not only offering greater
economiclopportunities to every man's talents than its English counter-
paft, but also possessed of a strong vein of informal discussion per-
colating chrough to every segment of society, impinging upon every manfwhd;
cared to concern himself with political and cultural affairs. The right
to an .opinion has :ever been regarded as a birthright of the American
citizen and when we recognize that the sources for the formation of
opinions in eighteenth century America were not limited to an;élice; we
may undefstand~the:truth;that“whereas illiterate serfs can revolt against
authority, omly-an-opinion=holding and opinion<forming citizenry can ﬁfp.

ject a revolution (such as that of 1775) which ultimately may create a

i oo




full democracy.

The. stOrysof European printing, traced in the preceding
chapters, has been that of the rise of a new technology possessed of
immense culturai and political“possiﬁilitiestwithin éountries and cities
already having an established and ing:ainéd.culture. The printing press
in colonial America became one of the most importantwmeans for the trans-
planting of this heritage and, by its biending with eiemeﬁts arising out
of the peculiarly American development, for the formation of a new and
different culture which was uniquely American. The first press in Massa-
chusetts demonstrated the truth of this assertion in convincing fashion..

| The printing prass*came-as-the,property'df the Reverend
Jose Glover. How prophetic is the fact that he was an English clérgyman
who was suspended from his pastorate for n0nconformdty“and,,having visited
Boston in 1634-35, had decided that the New World offered him a chance
to, pursue his goals without interference. During his visit he had become’
3iuydlyed in the discussion then taking place for eétgblishing.a college,
only one of the outgrowths_of the profound concern regarding education
which existed in the.COiony; Glover returned to England to raise funds
fOf‘it81foundatiqn,;and'it*would‘seem-thatfitiw&s for this projected insti=
tution ‘that he-purchaséd-agprfnting:prgss and5£he‘neq?ssary supplies to
accompany it. Glover contracted with Stephen Day (or Daye), & locksmith
at-cambridge,TEngléﬁd, to accompany him to,the;colony,vbufnvery probably
he: was more directly-intereéted in bringing back with him Day's two sons

‘who .seem to haveé been apprentices in a Cambridge printing house. However,

the enterprising clergyman died of smallpox in the course’ of the voyage =~~~

and it was his widow who put the press into.qpetationyin Cambtidge,~Massa-
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chusetts, late in 1638 or éé;ly in 1639 with Stephen Day as the business.
manager and his son Mathew as the actual printer.18 In this vay was.
printing first established in English-speaking America.

The output of this press bears a similarity to that which
we have already noticed in the early days of printing in Mexico and
Canada. In each case the works produced fall, almost without exception,
into two categories: those which were‘qtilitafiané-often connected with
the government of the colony-eédd~th09e'df'afreligious character. The

first work issuing from the press was Thg_Oath_of'g Freeman, a form used

by the colonists in affirming allegiance to the government, and the next.
g | 19 . . 3
work: was an almanac for 1639. In 1640 was printed the first publication.

of which copies are extant, The Whole Booke of Psalmes (generally known

‘now. -a8 the "Bay Psalm Book") . Although the book clearly falls into our
second category, we should also recognize its literary aspirations. The
editor was Richard Mather who had composed the new metrical tramslation

from Hebrew into Epglish and added an introduction on the use of the

18 ‘Stephen Day as a printer is described in Thomas, op. cit., I, pp. 227-
231. A list of the books prirted by Day may be found at pp. 231-234.

19 S?E’H#gbAA“Morfisoﬂa,Pr21iminarYfCheCK?1i8t,Of,American Almanacs,
1639-1800 (Washingtom, 1907). . —
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L 20
‘Psalms in public ‘worship.

In the next fifty years the Cambridge press turned out a
variety of works. A book of colonial laws, a 1ist of theses at Harvard
rcoiiége, annual almanacs, catechisms, books on Indian affairs (of which
the highlight was the wonderful translation of the Bible into the Indian
tongue made by John Eliot and printed in 1663); such were the typical
products. The Cambridge press, although responding to the needs of the
colony as of course it had to, nevertheless retained a position of unique
gl@ofﬁess. Far more than any other colonial press im the seventeenth
century it played a role as heir of the learned presses of Europe,
endeavouring-succesSfully'to<maintain the fine traditions of the craft.
'Conséious that it had been founded to advance the work of church and
commonwealth, it tended to veer away from thermatepiél concerns of the
colony's inhabitants, its products showing no major interest in their

21
occupations or pastimes.

20 Isaiah Thomas accepts the statement of the Rev. Thomas Prince, who
edited a revised edition at Boston in 1758, that the translators
were Weld and Eliot. See Thomas, op. cit., I, pp. 231-232. Modern
scholarship however accords to them a place secondary to that of
Mather. See Lawrence C. Wroth, The Colonial Printer (Portland,
Maine, 1938), p. 251. See also John T. Winterich, Early American
Books and Printing (Boston, 1935), p. 28. The history of the !sales
of the extant copies and a description of them may be found in
Winterich, op. cit., Ppp. 27-32. A facsimile of the book with an intro-
duction by Wilberforce Eames was published in New York, 1903. Pre-
viously (in 1895) he had issued a list of editions of the book.

21  The history of the Cambridge press is told by George E. Littlefield
in The Early Massachusetts Press 1638-1711 (2 vols., Boston, 1907).
Robert F. Roden, The Cambridge Press, 1639-1693 (New York, 1905),

deals with the subject without benefit of comparative material. In

Story of an 0ld Press (Cambridge, Mass., 1937) deals with the
Stephen Day Press.
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Colonial literature from 1640 to 1700 was dominated by a
curious admixture of religion and fighting fervour which one may pefhaps

associate with what has beenvtérmed 'the Protestant ethic.' Much of it

dealt with the wars which were the main concern of the colonists, both

those against the Indians and those between the various religious sects

in the colony. Most absorbing to them seem -to have been religious dogma,

boundary disputes, and the legal questions involved in charters and

patents, Their purpose of finding a new home where'they‘might:be’fréé.to

worship in the. manner decreed by themselves, in a'place_bfféring'the

opportunity .to better their economic loty is fully reflected in this
literature.
Religious toleration in Britain came not through ‘the

eff6¢ts of the nonconformists, but through the action of the state in

;égulating-internal religious strife to prevent serious weakening of the
nation's efficiency. -In-somewhat similar. fashion toleration did not spring

forth triumphantly from the wisdom and efforts of ‘the early colonists of

New England QWith‘the_possibli exception of Rhode Island). Rather it
emerged over thetyears.aS-thg only 'doctrine' upoanhich all must agree

if ‘the. -gociety was to prosper. 1In the seventeenth century the only
genuinely altruistic writing was the transla;fng'Of.sermbns,»service5bobks,
and primers into the Indian languages, and in this_work.Johq?Elioﬁ,and

_. . | _ 22
Roger Williams were quite outstanding.

22 See the essay on the "Eliot Indian Tracts' by George P. Winship in
Bibliographical Essays: A Tribute to Wilberforce K. Eames, ed. George
’“'““‘"1ﬂsﬂ;p and Lawrence c. Wrath-{Cambridge ~Mess.,, 1924). James C.
Pilling, Bibliography of the Algonquian Languages (Washington, 1891),
pp. 127-184.
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Neither Cambridge nor Massachusetts long maintained a

monopoly of American printing and in legs than a hundred and twenty-five

“

‘years the art spread to each of the colonies. The history of this expan-

sion and‘development may»most!effectively‘be dealt with on a combined
chronological and sectional basis and our starting point is therefore the
Coldhy of Massachusetts Bay. Between 1638 and 1692 over two hundred

| | . 23
books, pamphlets, and broadsides were produced at the Cambridge press.

When Mathew Day died in May, 1649, Samuel Green took over his place, and

one may see the character of the early history of the colony highlighted
in his career. What opportunity there lay in these first years, what
enthusiasm and enterprise were summoned up! Here we see d man, without

training as a printer, establishing himself and laying the foundations

of a printing family whose membérs.SCattered themselves across colonial

America, found their way into Canada,_add_hadgg'massive,thbugh often un-

seen effect upon the history of their :times.
'lnu1649 the.Ehglish“Parliament provided for the creation. of
A ‘Corporation for the Promoting and Propagating the Gospel of Jesus Christ

ingNew“Ehgiand." It was thiSiorganization which provided the babkbéne of

money" and materialsxfo support Eliot's vigour andlability in the production

of Indian translations. Samuel Green was the printer for these-wcrthy:

works, and so important had the. task become that the press was moved to

theé Indian College. Eliot, however, was unhappy concerning the printing

facilities available and wrote to the Corporation which.nesp0nded‘in_1660.

" by sending MarmadukewJohnson, a skilled master printer, to the Bay Colony.

W W R W W e e 2w s ®Eoeoaoa .
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Johnson and Green worked together on th{s difficult assignment and to their

23 John T. Winterich, op. cit., p. 32.
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credit produced first the New Testament and,fhép‘the cogplete Bible.
Johnson, a married man, had fallen in love'With‘Green's daughter and
although ordered to leave the country, so valuable to the colony had he
beceme that--Conscience or no--the order was not enforced. Befriended-by'
Eliot, he returned to England and then re-journeyed to Massachusetts with
a nev press. The General Court (or legislature) issued an order on May 217,
1665 that no printing should take place outside the town of Cambridge--a
decision clearly influenced by the 'lobby' of the college and of Green
and his friends. Johnson, however, fought the ordinance and nine years
latetnseCured permission'to.establiah~a press in Boston. -Although he died
‘'very shortly afterwards,the’opportunity was taken up by John Foster. The
final victory layﬂwith the great seaport, for after Samuel Green's retire-
ment in 1692 no further printing was carried on at Cambridge for over a
c¢entury, with the*exception of a brief period in the War for Independence

24
when the town was occupied by British troops.

24 The activities of the Green family as printers are recounted in George
B. Litttefield, op. cit., I, pp. 197-209, 1I, pp. 25-39, 57-61, 69-77.
A more extensive, although less detailed, account is to be found in
John C. Oswald, Printing in the Americas (New York, 1937), Chapter V.
See also Lawrence C. Wroth, The Colonial Printer (Portland, Maine, 1938),
pp. 17-21, 188, and entries under the important members of the family,
viz., Bartholomew, James, Samuel the Elder, Samuel the Second, Timothy.
Douglas C. McMurtrie, '"The Green Family of Printers,'" Americana (1932),
XXVI, pp. 364-375. 1Isaiah Thomas discusses the achievements of the
members of the family, I, pp. 235-264, 280-282, 283-285, 289-290, 321-
323, 347-348, 406-410, 413-414., Of especially noteworthy is his cata-
logue of books printed by Samuel Green, pp. 252-263.

A reproduction of the title page of the first book printed by Johnson
is in Oswald, op. cit., p. 70. On Marmaduke Johnson see Littlefield,
op. cit., I, pp. 209-269. This is composed of a large number of

--gxtracts, both contemporarj-sad-gtherwise, whish together giveus a - -

history of Johnson's printing activities. As the first person in

~ . Massachusetts to set up a press cwned by the printer himself and the
first to open an independent printing office, he is worthy of more
attention than he has hitherto received.
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Foster, a Harvard graduate, was not only a successful

printer but also a versatile craftsman who claims a pioneer place in the

history both of American wood-engfaving and book illustration., Indeed his

abilities in these crafts exceeded those he possessed as a printer. In
addition' he was a bookseller and compiler of an annual almanac.25 Foster
was succeeded as Boston's printer by Samuel Sewall, a’magistrate so ignorant
of the craft that he had to employ Samuel Green, Jr, to print for him. This

is a striking illustration of the political linkages attached to the early

colonial press. Sewall, however, retired in 1684, and Green died in 1690.

The fifth Boston printer was Richard Pierce who in 1690 printed for

.Benjamin Harris, until lately a'London’bookseller, the first,newspapergin

| | . | 26
the New World. It was immediately suppressed by the government.

Until the eighteenth century the press of Boston .was able to
cater to the needs of the colonies neighbouring Massachusetts Bay, but the
growth in population and the consequent increase in the number of settle-

, » | 27 o
ments revealed the inadequacies of this situation. Nor were printers

25 Not very much is known concerning Foster. Isaiah Thomas has little to
say. See Littlefield, op. cit., II, pp. 3-17. The most authoritative
work upon Foster has been done by Samuel A. Green in somewhat diversi-
fied segments. See his "Ten Facsimile Reproductions relating to Boston
and Neighbourhood" in Massachusetts Historical Society, Proceedings
(1905, Second Series, XVIII), and also his John Foster, the Earliest
American and the First Boston Printer (Bostom, 1909). |

26 The authority upon restrictions on printing in the Bay Colony is Clyde

A. Duniway, The Development of Freedom of the Press in Massachusetts
(Harvard Historical Studies, XII). See pp. 68-69 for the suppression
of Pierce and Harris's Publick Occurrences, both Forreign and Domestick.

Before the Revolution: Vol. III, The British Isles and the American
Colonies: The Northern Plantations 1748-1754 (rev. edn., N.Y., 1960),
Chapters I-IV. Henceforward this is referred to as Lawrence H. Gipson,
The Northern Plantations, 1748-1754 (N,Y., 1960).
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allowed the freedom which many believed to be their right. For many years
the official printing of the colony of Connecticut was in ‘the hands of the
Green family at Cambridge. Quite naturally, therefore, Governor Saltonstall
and his Council asked Timothy Green to become Connecticut's first printen.
When he refused@theaoffe;fwas,aQCepted by Thomas Short of Boston, who in
1709 ‘produced the first'ébhneCtiCut-imprint, an Act of the Assembly of
June- 8, 1709. The progress of the press was hindered by the colony's
proximity tO-thriVing Boston and ‘the riCh:colony it served, but by 1712
Short. had achieved enough to convirice Timothy Green who, on Short'S'deafh;
took qur-aéﬁtheICOIOny’s printer. For over a century his descendants
printed in the major Conmecticut towns. Whilst :the establishment of
Harvard College had been a major factor in the founding of the firstypregs
in America, it was mot until forfyrsix yearslafter_Shcrt had ‘begun work

in ‘Connecticut that New Haven became the home of .the colony's first news-

paper, The Connecticut Gazette. This. fact is made even more striking
When we remember that at this time New Haven was the joint capital (with
Hartford) of the colony. There can be little :doubt that the old yet
enterprising printing establishments of Boston were a'fprbidding;hindrqncq
co the expansion of priting in neighbouring colonies. Only five printing
houses existed iin. Connecti:
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were located at ‘New London, New Haven, Hartford, and Norwich. . !

Printing also came to Rhode Island as an offshoot of
Mﬂééacﬁﬁsetts enterprise. In 1727 James Franklin, Benjamin's older
brother, rebelled against thé censorship of the Massachusetts authori-
ties and moved his press to Newport just ninety-ome years after the
founder of Rhode Island (Roger Williams) had been driven from the Bay.
Colony for a similar defiance of established authority. Couragéduély‘

Franklin began the Rhode Island Gazette five years after his arrival.

Although it did not flourish, it did inspire the beginnings of permanent.
| . .29 . L |
and effective journalism in the colony. Fittingly it was his widow and

'his son, James Jr., who brought out in' 1758 (twenty-three years after his

death) the first lasting newspaper in Rhode Island, the Newport Mercury.

" .on her son's death in 1762 Ann Franklin formed a partnership with Samuel
‘Hall, a Medford, Massachusetts man. However .she died one year after her

son;and Hall returned to his. 'home colony in 1768, resigning the Newport

L

28 For the history of colonial printing in Connecticut see William deLoss
Love, Thomas Short, the First Printer of Connecticut (Hartford, !
1901), James H. Trumbull, List of Books Printed in Connecticut,

1709-1800 (Hartford, 1904), V. H. Paltsits, "John Holt, Printer and

Postmaster. Some Facts and Documents relating to His Career,' New

York Public Library Bulletin (Sept., 1920), XXIV, pp. 483-499, “Albert

C. Bates, "The Work of Hartford's First Printer'" in Bibliographical

Essays: A Tribute to Wilberforce Eames (Cambridge, 1924fj'pp. 345-

361. See also his Connecticut Statute Laws (Hartford, 1900) which by

listing the editions of the colony's laws up to 1836 accents the

importance of legal work to the colonial printer. Compare this with ’

his '""Check List of Connecticut Almanacs, 1709-1850" in Proceedings of

the American Antiquarian Society (April, 1914), XXIV, pp. 93-215. A

convenient summary of the progress of printing in Connecticut is

given in John C. stald Prlntlng in the Americas (New York, 1937),
e T P Chaptef 19. See alsc Isa boma E Piwﬂw I, pp. 405-417,

L I I R O A AU I

29 Strictly speaking the first Rhode Island printing was done by Samuel
Vernon, a silversmith and metal engraver, who from 1715 to 1737
printed paper money for the colony. Typographical printing, however,
was introduced to Rhode Island by James Franklin, as stated in the
text. See Oswald, op. cit., p. 239.
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printing house to Solomon Southwick.

Providence in the course of the eighteenth .century became ™

the chief city of Rhode Island, and it was fitting that it should have as
its first printer someone as able as William Goddard who setjup‘his;p:esq
in 1762, {LatEf'he-wasftofbecome_a.distinguished:member“qf American

31 o | .
society. As printer;, newspaper publisher of outstanding effectiveness,

and as the lone founder of a system of post offices and riders which the

Coritinental Congress in’l775«de¢1ared to be the official system of the

new republic, he_oCcupies an unique place. Although no rival to the

Greenes, the Goddard family did give to America more ‘than the achievements

of William. For example, his sister Mary Katherine won herself a place

of renown as printer and editor of Th® Maryland Journal.

Goddard may also claim the honour that it was for him,
jﬁsm_five;years before the outbreak of the War for Independerice, .that the
.first;American-madé;PIQSS was:constructed”by the delightfully,named.IsaAE
Doolittle. His Rhode Island 'ventures were not a sﬁécessthowever--in;the
same way as Connecticut, the colony had difficulty in supporting its
printers-aandeoddArd moved on to the greater opportunities presented by

Philadelphia. His mother, with whom he had been in partnership, remained

30 See Howard M. Chapin, "Ann Franklin of Newport, Printer, 1736-1763,"
Bibliographical Essays: A Tribute to Wilberforce Eames (Cambridge,
1924), pp. 337-344, See also his '"James Franklin, Jnr., Newport
Printer," The American Collector (June, 1926), II, pp. 325-329.
George P. Winship, 'Newport newspapers in the Eighteenth Century,"
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other printers as well as the Frankiins.

Bulletin, Newport Historical Society (October, 1914) XIV, deals with

by Bradford F. Swan, "The First Printing in Providence" in Essays
Honoring Lawrence C. Wroth (Portland, Maine, 1951), pp. 365-371.

The best account of Goddard is Lawrence C. Wroth's "William Goddard
and Some of His Friends," Rhode Island Historical Society Collections

(April, 1924), XVII, pp. 33-46. See also his A History of Printing in

Colonial Maryland, 1688-1776 (Typothetae of Baltimore, 1924).
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anﬂ;qperatedlthe7c6nc§rnloh‘her own. Then she took.asfparthers'first
Samuel Islee of New'York'aﬁd then John Carter. Carter, the orphan son of
an Irish naval officer, served an apprenticeéhip'under Benjamin Franklin,
His connection with the Goddards was the beginning of a career of forty-
six years as printer in Providence; In 1799 his son established the

Providence Journal, and Town and Country Advertiser, which appeared on

Wednesdays to complement his father's newspaper, issued on Saturdays. They
were both fortunate to be a part of the prosperity which came to Providence
in the latter part of the century but they had also been notable contribu-
tors to the formation of the climate of opinion which fostered this
advance. Isaiéh Thomas ‘described John Carter as ''a staunch supporter of
the -cause of our éountry,”.a description applicable to a very large number
of colonial printers -4'32
Solomon Southwick, the first native born printer of the
colony, deserves particular recognition. The son of an illiterate fisher-
‘man, he benefitted from the noblesse oblige of one of Newport's most
wealthy merchant princes, Henry Collins, who paid for his education in
Philadelphia and then established him in business. Southwick and his
| partner did not succeed but the future printer recouped his losses by: “
marrjihg Governor John Gardner's daughter. In 1768 he bought the}printing
works..of Samuel Hall who wished to move back to his héme colony. Southwick

continued the publication of the Newport Mercury, and endeavoured to

launch himself into the field of pamphlet publishing, On this latter

Y

yenture Thomas comments succinctly, '"the turbulence of the times checked
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32. 1saiah Thomas, op. cit., I, p. 431. .
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.ﬁisvproggéssvin this branch of ptiﬁting;“gsifSouthwick, however, was firm-
‘ly-castginhthe revolutionarfymold.;-When the British occupied Newport in
1776, he barely escaped to Reheéboth and then Attleborough, both in Massa-
chusetts. At each place he continued his printing but in November, 1778,

moved back to Providence. There, in'the'&ollowing_year, he established

the American Journal and General Advertiser (which lasted just over two
years). As soon as the British evacuated Newport Southwick returned and
continued to print there until ﬁis retirement in 1787. Ten yedts_laterjhg
died, the scarcely-known owner of a noted newspaper which survived into
the twentieth century.

Although not occurring within theé period being considered,
the press established at Newport in 1780 possesses. such interest as to
demand a brief note. In that year the French fleet under Rochambeau:
anchored 'in Newport Roads and was hemmed fg there-by the British. From
the press of the "Neptune'" came the first French: newspaper to be published
in America when the machine was moved on shore. during the winter months.

The Gazette Fraqsgise (often'incorrectly-called,the:Gazette Frangaise)

has the imprint ''De l'ImprimErie;ROyale dé 1'Escadre, rue de la Pointe,

A 34
No. 641."

33 Isaiah Thomas, op. cit., I, p. 423,

34  The Gazette is reproduced in beautiful fashion in Gazette Francoise
(New York, 1926) with an introduction by Howard M. Chapin. Algen J.
Barthold, 'French Journalists in the United States, 1780-1800,"
Franco-American Review (1936-37), I, pp. 215-230 is of great value
and contains a bibliography of French-American newspapers with their
present location. He deals in greater detail with the newspaper here
discussed in "Gazette Framguise," Papecs of tle-Bibliographicdl Sociéty = -

for a reprint of this article and a stimulating conversation on the
whole subject.
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Yet anothé?-COIODY'toibenefit;from a. printer's anger with
the Massachusetts'authorities~was-New'Hampshite; -Althoﬁgh the province ‘
had been first settled in 1623, not one printer practised his craft
there until 1756 when Daniel Fowle, having beeﬁ'arrested and imprisoned
in Boston on a charge of publishing a libel against the government of
Massachusetts, yielded to the requests of some Portsmouth gentlemen and
set- up his press in their tdWh.35 Fowle did little printing of books
but, having become government printer, he‘becamg responsible for publishing

, 36
the colony's laws and similar official matters. However, he gave the

coldny its first newspaper, the.NveHampshirgfgagette,‘and thus weakened
its dependence upon Boston_fof~the-dissemination.of;news, 7 Fowle took
his nephew Robert L. Fowle into partnership‘in'1764, and this situation
continued for ten years until Robert moved to Exeter, New Hampshire. 1In
1775 he became that town's first printer. Thomas describes Daniel Fowle

as "agreeable in his manners, liberdl in his sentiments, and attached to
38

‘the. cause of ‘his country." )

Robert did ‘not share his political views and it was this

which caused their separation. However, his own wére not strong enough to

[ Y ey S

35. 'The E;ite which controlled New Hampshire's political affairs was
headed by the Wentworth family and had its centre in Portsmouth. See
Lawrence H. Gipson, The Northern Plantations (New York, 1960), pp. 5l-
53.

o
o

36 The order of the first New Hampshire imprints as éiated in Fowle's
almanac of 1757 is discussed by Charles L. Nichols in Proceedings,
American Antiquarian Society (Oct., 1915), XXV, pp. 327-330.

37 A facsimile of the first page of the first number of the newspaper is

Governor Benning Wentworth of New Hampshire's dependence upon Massa-
chusetts Bay in political and economic matters is wividly described
by Lawrence H. Gipson, The Northern Plantatioms (N.Y., 1960), pp. 48-51.

38 Thomas, op. cit., I, p. 433,

ST _reproduced in John C. Qswald, op. cit:, P/ 263:- - The -breakdown-ander:-------------

.....................................................




T |
in 1775. Suspected of counterfeiting the New Hampshire currency, he

'pensiqner.of the British government. At the close of the war he returned

e

. . _ .40 o = . ,
‘him at Exeter, had died. {Promptlyghe married his sister~-in-law and

Fowle he was rgspdgsible for erecting New Hampshire's second printing
press under conditions which Thomasdescribed-thuSg '"'Some .zealous Whigs,.
who thought the Fowles were too timid in the cause of;iiberty,-br their

. press too much under the influence of'thg-officers:of'theicrown, encouraged

Furber to set -up a second press in the province; he, in consequence opened

published a newspaper." In 1765 hie took Ezekiel Russell into partnership

but it was not a successful enterprise which Russell was joining. The firm

65

R

preVéntﬁhimifrom'printing for the old government in 1774 and the new one
fled. to the British lines in New York. With other refugees he became a
to the cdlbﬂy'aﬁd found that his'brother, Zechariah, who had succeéded.
resumed business 1n the newly founded state.

to 1775 was Thomas Furber. The establishment of his préss had strong

political overtones. After having served an apprenticeship under Daniel

a printing house in Portsmouth, toward the end of 1764, and soon after
41

-39 The attitudes of Robert Fowle in the crucial years 1774-1775 seem to

40  Zechariah, on the escape of Robert, had established a decidedly Revolu-

41 Thomas, op. cit., I, p. 434.

have been truly equivocal. His publication of the Exeter, New-
Hampshire Gazette was in effect a continuation of his uncle's Ports-
mouth newspaper after Daniel had created trouble for himself by the
publication of a letter opposing Independence. Yet the first number
of Robert's newspaper advertised that Thomas Paine's Common Sense was
on sale at the printer's office. Arthur M. Schlesinger, Prelude to
Independence (New York, 1958), pp. 258-259.

A
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‘,and.Latk of technical skill of Furber were hardlyuhelpful; the crucial

Mercury was founded the Stamp_Act'WasisOmething'apprehendpd rather than ar-
rived, yet the New Hampshire Whigs felt sufficient distrust of the existing

‘organ to form a new one. Secondly, in a.colony as scantily populated as

42  Thomas, op. cit., I, p: 434.
44  The population of the province in 1737 according to Governor Belcher

66

was quiékfy’bfoken up and the partnership dissolved. Although the indolence

factor in the firm's downfall was a far mote important and signifiéant

element. Except for the newspaper the Portsmouth Mercury and Weekly

y 42
Advertiser, it printed "only a few hand bills and blanks." The partners

lacked the essential revenue-producing patrohage of the government with its
constant demand for the printing of official dbcuments,, Nevertheless, the
thtingjup'of‘aPpress”with the avowed aim of defending ''the People, whose
liberties are dearer to them than their lives" in defiance of thér30Vermment-

. , - 43 .
sponsored printer, demonstrates two facts of major importance.  ‘When the

New Hampshire there was mnot enough support for their wviews to: carry the

o | | o 44
paper against the forces of pressure possessed by the. Establishment.

fFfom-this.account,of'New,Englandﬂgrinting-in the years
before the War for Independence it is clear that Massachusetts in general,

and Boston in particular, formed the hub of cultural life and dominated

the literary activities of the region. Simultaneously it provided the lead

43 Quoted in Schlesinger, op. cit., p. 75.

was 11,000 whites and 200 blacks. (This is probably an under-estimate,
conditioned by his desire to unite the province with Massachusetts Bay
under his governorship.) 1In 1755 it was estimated to be 30,000. See

and the references there cited which demonstrate the weakness of all
estimates of colonial population. |
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inrpdliticaliaffairsvandfheavi¥yfi“f1uen66d-theiﬁormationiqf deitiCAl atti-
tudes in the neighbouring colonies. 1Irn the middle colonies a role no. less
influential was played by the city which by the middle of the eighteenth
century had become the most imp0rtant‘CEntfefin.the.Americanfcolonies; In
the years between 1750 and 1775 Philadelphia;heldvanxoutstanding;position
asjthe-larges€; most wealthy, andfCultUraily the most important city on
the North American subﬁcontinent.as With regard to printing, the relation~
ship of Philadelphia to the middle colonies was similar to that of Boston.
:to’NeW-Englandw.:?hiiadelphia, whilst possessing a cultural influence
possibly broader than its New England rival, could also claim--almost golely
through the enterprise of Benjamin Franklin--to have fathered printing in
the neighbouring colon;es. However, these adjacent territories (with the
exception of New York) did not derive their typographical origins from
?hiladelphié-priﬁters in the way that Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New
Hampshire ‘owed therestabiishment of printing directly to Massachusetts
craftsmen. NeVertheles§,‘fhe-dbminant position of the city in the life of’
the middle colonies, particularly in cultural affairs was an established.
fact:aé:

.A-l-t’hot;g'h from its beginning the: press of Philadelphia was

the chief one of the middle colonies, it was not until the middle of the

45 The population and wealth of Phiiadelphia are discussed in Lawrence H.
Gipson, op. cit., pp. 168-170. See also Carl H. Bridenbaugh, Cities
in Revolt (New York, 1955), pp. 216-217.

Tyt T rRET eUTouTal™irte of Fhilac®™hia is treated by Lawreact Hmesipson,

—.opn, cit., pp. 170-173. Carl and Jessica Bridenbaugh, Rebels and

.. .. Gentlemen: Philadelphia.in.the Age of Franklin (New York, 194Z7). ... .............
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eighteenth century that it usurped the place of leadership from Boston.

Philadelphia printing began in 1685, The young printer who was responsi-
ble for this important event was William Bradford who had arrived with
William Penn three years previously. He returned to England to marry his:
former master's daughter and came back to the colony with a pritit'in‘g
press, a letter from George Fox (founder of the Society of Friends), and

a wi-f__e;.i;as Pennsylvania proudly and correctly claimed that it was a colony:

which practised toleration in all spheres, and it is therefore significant

47  For the development of printing in Pennsylvania see Douglas C. McMurtrie,
Middle and Atlantic States, Vol. II in a projected 4 volume History of
Printing in the United States of which only this volume was completed
(New York, 1936), pp. 1-99. Charles R. Hildeburn, A Century of Print-
ing: The Issues of the Press of Pennsylvania, 1685-1784 (2 vols.,
Philadelphia, 1885).

48  The order of importance attached to these acquisitions is that of a
historian, not that of Bradford! There is no adequate biography of
William Bradford, Sr., and accounts of his work as a printer and that
of his family are not quantitatively or qualitatively comparable to
those on the other great printing family, the Greems. John W. Wallace,
An Address delivered at the Celebration by the New York Historical
Society of the Two Hundredth Birthday of Mr. William Bradford (Albany,
N.Y., 1863), although eulogistic and rambling, may still be recommended.
Abraham S. W. Rosenbach, 'William Bradford, the First Printer in the
Middle Colonies," an address before the Historical Society of Pennsyl-
vania, Nov. 11, 1935, This manuscript has not been published but the
original is at the Rosenbach Foundation, Philadelphia, Pa.

His son Andrew receives comprehensive treatment in Anna J. Dearmond's
Ph.D. thesis, "Andrew Bradford" presented at the Univ. of Pennsylvania,
and there available for examination. All too briefly Henry L. Bullen
grouped together the achievements of the family in "'The Bradford

Family of Printers," American Collector (1926), I, pp. 148-156, 164-170.
See also John W. Wallace, "Early Printing in Philadelphia: The Friends
Press - Interregnum of the Bradfords," Pennsylvania Magazine of History
(1880), 1V, pp. 432-444. However, the Mss. Room of the Pennsylvania
Historical Society ponssesses materials concerningothe Rradford family
which have not beeas fully utilised. O0f particular interest, since

they help to fill in areas where our knowledge is scanty, are the list

of subscribers to the Peansylvania Journal for the cruéial years, 174~ 7

1775, and a list of subscribers to the American Magazine for 1757. The
manuscript volume entitled "The Thomas Bradford Library Register, 1771-
1772" is an invaluable piece of specific evidence to aid us in the
difficult task, by no means yet accomplished, of tracing the readers
of books, pamphlets, newspapers, and magazines, in the last years of
the colonial period. /

7
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to recall that Bradford was summoned before the governor, four years after
he had set up his press, for printing without authority an edition of the
Penn Charter. He was put under bond of five hundred pounds but was in
part compénsated beca#se the-;fsapproval by the Society of Friends of this
action was so strong that:they voted him a 'salary of fo:ty_pounds a year,
and guaranteed to buy two hundred copies of every book he should publish
with their advice. It is difficult to-seevthat_thg'printer'hgzjaChieved
very much more than -receive religious censorship of a milder sort
rather than: the political censorship to which he was still subject. In
1692 Bradford was again in trouble with the, authorities for printing an
address written by George Keith, who had been appointed by the Society of
Friends to superintend :the schools. All those involved, with the exception
of Bradford, were_convictéd.and~fined, His case remained unsettled until
it was dismissed upon the intervention of Governor Benjamin Fletcher of
-New~Yo:k;49 Bradford ‘then. took-up residence in his benefactor's colony
and became Royal Printer. .

Before leaving Penn.s”}."lvania Bradford had established the
first paper mill in the American colonies. He .erected it in 1690 near:
Germantown--the site is in the present Fairmount ParkrinzPhiladelphia—%
with Samuel Carpenter and William Rittenhouse as his partners. After
being destroyed by’floods-in-l701 the mill was rebuilt, and for many years
held a monopoly in colonial paper-making. Indeed the enterprise provided

the basis for the position of pre-eminence which Pennsylvania méintained

. e - —emm— : ~omEn o

——

49 The history of the Keith address and the subsequent trial is re-
counted at length by Thomas, op. cit., II, pp. 10-24.
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o . 50 ..
in paper making throughout the colonial period.

The most famous name in American printing of any era is

that of Benjamin Franklin. His father, Josiah, came to America from

_England"in 1685, and of his ten sons and seven daughters James, Benjamin,

g e e I e b o e B i e L RSy T T L T e T e e
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and Ann entered the printing trade. Although cutting across colonial
boundaries it is most fitting that we speak of Benjamin Franklin as a
printer against a background of his family workwpior the importance of
'familial.félationéhips, which Professor Laslett%has emphasised for the
seventeenth century, remained undimmed in the eighteenth.

Jameés, whilst still a youth, returned to'his,fatherﬁs
village of Ecton, near Banbury, and secured employment as a printer's
apprentice. Later he moved to London and returned to Boston in 1717 with a
printingupress and types-. There he set up his business in competition with
the two eXisting_printing_offices,'confident not only of his own abilities
‘but also of the possibilities for the expansion of the printing industry
in the colony. His first important opportunity came. two years later when
he secured an order to. print a weekly newspaper, the Gazette, published by
William'BrOORér,-the postmaster. jSeven.mOhths elapsed and then Brooker
was replaced‘by'PhilipyMusgraVerwho,transferred-the printing to Samuel
Kngeland. James Franklin, ﬁdﬁh.a.decérmiﬁatibnutypiCal_of’his family,
remained undaunted. With verve and energy he decided to start: a newspaper
of his own, capitalising ‘upon his superior abilities and training. To 'his

technical and personal advantages he could add the encouragement, advice,

.and support. of a number of young friends, who shared his own pronounced

50 On this subject see Dard Hunter, Paper Making in Pioneer America
(Philadelphia, 1952). \
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~ views upon religion, govermment, andfpubligwqffairs. HéeahdfhiS{youﬁg
companions possessed ideas of radical complexion and it was 1itt1e.wonder
that staid Bostonians dubbed them~“FreefThinkers“ or, less respectably,

the "Hell Fire Club." The newspaper, which James called the New England

Courant, was a fiery sheet fully'living up to its editorial advertisement
which declared-thAt:"to:expose the Vices.aﬂd Follies of Persons of all
Ranks and Degrees, under feign'd Names, is what no honést man will object
against; and this thétPubliSher2 bytthe'AssiSténce of his Correspondents
is resolv'd to pursue, without Fear of, or Affection to Any Mam."s1

J Benjamin Franklin did nOt-mefély-stand.by while this brilliant star burned
over the printing horizon. In.addition to serving as his brother's
:épprEntiCe he wrote numerous}articles~uhd£r'thefwhimsical<peganamevof
"Sflgnqe:Dogode',

Certainly the,Cop:apt,-by the importance it gave to editor-
;gITCOnferencesﬁand the'tiveliheSS-and.1ightness-of'it§ tone, breathed a
gust of fresh air into colonial journalism. Such boldness, if directed
into political areas, could not be tolerated long and in 1722 James Franklin
had his-first.brush with -the :authorities. when he repeated his offence he
was fdrbidden_to~print anything at all without prior approval of the
Secretary of the Province. Unabashed, James simply sgbstituted'Benjamih's

name for his own as the newspaper's printer, but his younger brother re-

51 Benjamin Franklin incorrectly called the newspaper the second to be
published in the colonies. Rather it was the fourth, being preceded
by-&te Boston Mews-Latter (1704), the Boston Gazette (1719) and the
American Weekly Mercury (Philadelphia, 1719). See the Autobiography
of Beniaméeananklin3-@d,nMameazrend.LBerkeley,hCalifonia,“1948),

p. 21. This edition has numerous advantages because it embodies
Farrand's extensive and intensive knowledge of the extant manuscripts
and also for its stimulating introduction. The work is henceforward
referred to as Franklin, Autobiography (ed. Farrand).
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fused to beiused'in~this manner.52 Heldeclared that theif business rela-
tions were severed and his hot-headed brother thereupon.persuaded the
othef’printerS'in the locality to refuse Benjamin employment. Thus, driven
from Boston and having found no suitable empioyment in New York City, it
is not at all surprising that Benjamin Franklin_found his way to the second
most important printing,centre in the colonies.';James, for his part,
.bééﬁme:RhOdeﬁgslandfs;first-printer‘in»1727.53'

j 'Benjamin secured a job in thé-prihtshop of Samuel Keimer,
but only afyear~aﬁd.g'ha1f later he was sailing to London. He there gaingd
further experienCegWHen-he'was'qucéd.tb work for Samuel Palmer and John
e b |
‘Watts.

‘The need for enterprising craftsmen to utilize the latest.
Btiﬁish.machines and technical skill is streased.fbr,us,by'fhe-imPOrtanCép
thiese advantages, gained from their pespedtiVe“SOujourns-in-Eﬁgland, had
in the careers of James and Benjamin Franklin. On his return Benjamin
again jofned Keimer, but his ambition was such that he could not long serve
another. 1In 1728 he formed a:partnership‘with-Hugh Meredith and set up
business, using'equipment-obtaiﬁéa-fromQEngland; The first complete work

printed by the new firm was Franklin's own, but unsigned, pamphlet, A

‘Modest Enquiry into the Nature and Necessity of a Paper Currency. As a

52 The Courant carried Benjamin's name as publisher for all the remaining
numbers which are extant, and probably until the paper's demise in 1726.

53. For details of James and his sister Ann the reader is referred to p.60fl
of this thesis and the writings there ciT®a. e m—

54 Benjamin's training in England came about accidentally, and resulted
from his leaning too heavily upon the shallow promises of financial
aid which he had received from Governor Keith. Stranded in London, he
turned his hand to the only trade he knew.
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résult of this work the House of Representatives. gave the firm the task.
of printing the money which, as Franklin himself said, ‘was a "very pro-
fitable jobb and a great help to me." Financial difficulties faced the

firm when Meredith's father did not honour his promise to provide finan-

cial aid. At this juncture Meredith desired to leave and Franklin,

borrowing heavily from friends, bought him out by the simple process of
assurhing his debts in Philadelphia and giving him a éaddle and thirty
pounds so that he might journey to North Carolina and there set himself
up as a farmer. The pamphlet he had written had *a-lre'ja'.dy revealed that
the young man was ahead of his times in his swift_ analysis of the key
questions facing the society in which he found himself., With this

important ability as only one of a vast number of adimirable qualities he

Y
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commaﬁded, he commenced business upon~ﬁis own,
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Every historian is inundated by the volume of material upon Franklin
available to him. For the purposes of this thesis only the outstand-
ing general works and those especially related to Franklin as a
printer were utilised. The libraries of Philadelphia, especially
those of the American Philosophical Society, the Library Company, and
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, abound in Franklin manuscript
materials. For the average reader, however, the great project of
Leonard W. Labaree and Whitefield J. Bell, Jr. of editing the writings
of Franklin with the title The Papers of Benjamin Franklin (New
Haven, Conn., in progress) will put in his hands new materials,
hitherto in the archives, embodied in an edition which promises to
replace all its predecessors.

The two outstanding biographies are those of James Parton, The Life
and Times of Benjamin Franklin (2 vols., Boston, 1867) and Carl Van

Doren, Benjamin Franklin (New York, 1938).

The most important writings on Franklin as a printer are John C.
Oswald, Benjamin Franklin, Printer (New York, 1917), William B.
Clary, B. Franklin, Printer and Publisher (Los Angeles, 1935) and the
following articles: William E. Lingelbach, "B. Franklin, Printer;
New Source Materials,' Proceedings, American Philosophical Society
(1948), XLIV, pp. 79-100; Henry Bullen presents an interesting
approach in "Benjamin Franklin and What Printing Did for Him,". Ameri-
can Collector (1926), II, pp. 284-291; Edwin Wolf, 2nd, 'Franklin's

Way to Wealth as a Printer,'" Philadelphia Forum (1949), XXVII,
pp. 7-8, 23, 28, throws new light upon this aspect.

Closely related topics are George S. Eddy, 'Dr. Benjamin's Franklin's
Library," Proceedings, American Antiquarian Society (1924), XXIV,

pp. 206-226, Thomas Coulson, 'Benjamin Franklin and the Post Office,"
Journal of the Franklin Institute (1950), CCL, pp. 191-212, and Asa

D. Dickinson, '"Benjamin Franklin: Bookman," Bookman (1921) LIII,
pp. 197-205. '

The catholicity of Franklin's interests and achievements are well out-
lined in Paul L. Ford, The Many-Sided Franklin (New York, 1899) and
Abraham S. W. Rosenbach, The All-Embracing Doctor Franklin (Phila-
delphia, 1932).

Two further works are included for the sidelight they throw upon a
theme in this thesis--the dependence of colonial culture, and print-
ing in particular, upon the British literary heritage and techni-
cal accomplishments: Verner W. Crame;=Penjanin Fraanklia, gnglishman
and American (Baltimore, 1936) and Conyers Read, '"The English Ele-

ments iff Béfijamin Franklin,™ PennsyIvania Magaziné of Bistory and

Biography (1940), LXIV, pp. 314-330. Esmond Wright, '"Dr. Franklin:

A Tradesman in the Age of Reason' presents a scintillating miniature
of the man. (This footnote is continued on the following page.)
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To meet one of the colony's most vital needs he decided to
issue a newspaper. 'AfterﬁFranklin?Sjown:indiscretion had allowed Keimer
to enter the field,first,1he£Wasrabletto-buy‘his rival out when the Uni-

versal Instructor in all Arts and Sciences; and Pennsylvania Gazette was

forced to an undignified close. ,Franklip-éhbrtened the title to the

Pennsylvania Gazette and by the application of his business genius drove

the paper into its position as one of the leaders of colonial journeIiSm,
Only twenty-three years'qf_age, he already commanded eleven:yea;s:
experience as printer, publisher, editor, and writer in the two major
cities of the northern and middle colonies. He had at le;st as much
vigour and energy as his brother, James, but in addition was possessed

of the indispensable quality of being able to get along well with others.

In 1732 he began the Philadelphische Zeitung and also Péo:'RiChard1s

Almanack. Nine years later he established the General Magazine‘and

HiStorical Chronieie,Tbut‘di9continued it after six editions. 1In the
same year he puinSHed.one‘of-the:eaeliest_AﬁerfCAn‘mﬁdic%; treatises and
three years later the fiist American reprint of a novel (Samuel Richard-
son's Pamela)..

Franklin cast type sorts, made printing .ink, improved thé

printing press, drew pen-and-ink sketches, engraved wood blocks, and

printed money for the colonies. In practically all :these operations he

55 (Continued from preceding page.)

writer, and the reader is urged to proceed to the standard bibliogra-

Modern Language Association of America have usually contained an
annual list of writings on Franklin.

&
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was a'pioneer,”56 The genius of Franklin is incredible, his brilliénce

inexplicable,»and the range of his achievements incomparable. The partner-

ship of Franklin and Meredith introduced a new and higher standard of .

printing to Pennsylvania ahd;thevneiéhbouring colonies. Franklin was an

exacting and-careful craftsman and his. diligence was a main attraction

for new business., Lndeedfthé;firm_became printers to the House of Repre-
%

sentatives by the simple device of reprinting an address, commi s sioned

from Andrew Bradford, in a far better quality. The Pennsylvania Gazette

mustfbe regarded as one of Franklin's finest efforts. It was as lively
fas'his‘brotheris_Cqurgn; but benefited both from Benjamin's_gré;:;r tact
and seﬁsé'of-responsibii;ty.and*;he mbre'tolerant out1on.of.the-PendaYlww
vania authorities. The Gazette was a- financial success in the main
bécaﬁSE-the'vaStIylimproved‘quality of its fapmat and content (compared
to Keimer's issues) attractédja'large.number of advertisements. Franklin
was personally respomsible for much of the writing which appearea in the
newspaper. Letters written-by.F:ankiin,under~pseudonyms,'his_angweta as.
editor, advice to the lovelorn, witty comments on the. foibles of the times,
gausth»cémmehtS‘upon indiQiduals_(espgcially‘hisicbmpetitqrs), supported.
by fine techniques and a rare atténtion=gd,détail-;these were the devices
and qualities which gave his newspaper its-dominant position. Yet he was
careful to refrain from anything which could be regarded as a .definite

attack on an individual.”

. 56 -—=#ohn C. COswzld, Printing in the Americas (New York, .1937), p. 124,

See Franklin, Autobiography (ed. Farrand) pp. 77-78 for the changes
effecta-é-—hy,-&;d tdeee s0@" R R DARculalon of,” the Gazette. o

.................................

57 McMurtrie, op. cit., p. 30. See also Verner W. Crane (ed.) Benjamin
Franklin: Letters to the Press, 1758-1775 (Chapel Hill, N.C,, 1950).
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Franklin produced the Gazette on his-dwd»Unéil 1748 when
He formed a'partne;;hip with David Hall with whom'heupublished the paper
until his retirement as an active partner in 1765 The Gazette continued
to be published until 1815 and during the remainder of Franklin s life-
iimg;prbvided'him with a handsome income. Although we have.no conclusive
1proof,of his involvement, we do kndwithat*Franinpvwas-in partnership with

Johann Bohm during the period_frdm-l749-to 1751 when the Philadelphier

Teutsche Fama appeared. Bohm died in July, 1751, and in August of that

year Franklin established. the first bilingual newspaper in the colonies.

Given the title Hoch Teutsche und Englische Zeitung: The High-Dutch and

English Gazette,it lasted only five months until its withdrawal by ...

Franklin who pointed out that 'one of the same kind being now done in

» | . 58 B
Lancaster' there was no. need for his. In 1755 he;becaméuinvolved«With

yet .another German language newspaper which used the same title as his

first ohe,.tﬁé,ﬁhiladelghische Zeitung. To ald in the founding of the

paper Franklin sold his fine stock of German printing equipment’ for less

than its value, an action the more understandable in view of the fact:

that he was a trustee of the Society for Propagating ChriStiah*KnOwIede;

Among. the Germans in Pennsylvania, which was responsible for the publica-

Franklin, the mgjq;;AmeriCan:thinkg;_og political, economic
and scientific matters in the colonial'péribd, recognized very clearly

. 59
that printing was more than a trade.  He realized the limitless possi-

W - -
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Lancastersche Zeitung which continued for two years.

59 See, for example, his Autobiography (ed. Farrand), p. 118.
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bilities of the printed word by direc¢t acquaintance with it, both .as:
writer and printer. As early as 1740 he had seen the need to bring the
‘American colonies together into some -sort of union and‘thisioverWthmipg

desire is the key to the'lastwgnoup_Qf'aqtivitfes;whigh~weuShall,men;ioﬁ.

To meet this neédshelpr0908¢d to publish ‘a poliﬁidal_aﬁdé

historical magazine with the hope of giving his readers some sense of

the British Empire and using the most successful English magazines as his
model., The plan lost its main hope_of3succe§s when~F:anklinﬁs_prqpqééd'
editor betrayed it to his arch-rival, Andrew Bradford. It was the last:
gredt battle which the two printers were to wage. As Franklin rose in
prestige as a printer, rivalry, even enmity, took theipiace of the friend~.
ship which originally existed between the two men. Franklin used the
columns of the Gazette to attack'Bradford‘é paper the Mercurx}60' Untouched
in his pride Bradford began to take notice when his pocket was affected,

as Franklin steadily won from him contracts for printing the official
documents .of Pennsylvania, New Jérsey, Delaware, and lastly of?VLpginia;61
On the other hand, Franklin in his turn lost ground as a result of thé_

o 62 o | | ,
anti-Masonic .feeling. Neither Bradfotrd nor Franklin's magazine was

successful, the first lasting only three issues, the General Magazine

appearing for six months (6 issues). From 1730 to 1765 Franklin annually
wally

| ptintedfthe;laws of Pennsylvania and, in aaditioﬁ,=did=£he greater. pro-

portion of the other public printing required by the authorities. Despite

.. 60 . An example of the sly attacks made by Frankliu.upon Bradford' Sem

~~Mercury may be found in McMurtrie, op. cit., p. 30.
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61 'Bernard Fay, Franklin, the Apostle of Modern Times (Boston, '1929), T h

p. 175.

62  See Fay, op..cit., pp. 174, 202 for comparative figures of publications

by Bradford and Franklin for the period 1731 1739,
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fiis undoubted business acumen and his successful exploration o; new
prinhing-fields;hié prestige and wealth were ultimately based--as they
had to be--upon official approval and custom. This, in his case, was
won as much by the clear superiority of his.typdgraphy'as_byjpersonal_
ﬂipldmaCy‘and sound. "investment'" of money in key individuals,

The second aspect of Franklin's broad-based view of
printing is represented in the changes made by him when in 1758 he
became deputy postmaster for the colonies. Postmasters had previously
possessed discretion in the sending of=ﬁewspApers through the mails and
since theY*Were; qlmpst without exception, printers also, it was an
office coveted fbr'fhe.Qpportunitiés'lt'gave to harrassuonefafriQQIQWby
severely limiting their market. Indééd‘théseuCQmpetitbrs could?gﬂly
obtain a cirCUIation‘outﬁ#?g;their immediate locality by bribing the
postriders or establi s‘hifn‘gi ch'eijr\“ own means for distribution .-6'3. Franklin,
‘who had.sufféred-from=this:disadvantaggzat:the:hapds of Andrew Bradford,
withdrew the privilege of free di stribution, established a charge of
ninepence per :annum for each fifty miles of;qaniage,:gnd-prdhiﬁited dis-.
crimination against any newspaper.

The partnerships which Franklin formed were not merely
mcrggqumefoug than those of any other colonial printer but &gain serve
as an indication of the lack of provincialism in the man. We have
already mentioned his first partnership with WiIliam,Meré&ith; Shortly
after this ended Franklin began the first of his '"silent" partnerships--

- 3 :
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als and financial aid for a printer workiﬁg out-
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-------------------------------------------

63 The experience of Goddard in Rhode Island is a good example. The
honourable advantages of a postmaster's position were described by
Franklin himself. See Autobiography (ed. Farrand), p. 125-26.
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sidée Philadelphia- -whe’h he sent Thomas Whitmarsh to South‘ Carolina.

The,r‘é can. be no: doubt that the shrewd Fr?mklin hoped to receive at least
part of the thousand pounds which the South Carolina Assembly had offered
to any printer who would settle in the _cq‘liony and do the official print-
ing. f.'I_‘-h.any | event, Whitmarsh, who had worked for Franklin in Philadel-
phia after'ﬁécoming acquainted with him in Londony'aid,not receive the
appointment. On Whitmarsh's death, Franklin sent another' of his assist-
ants, Louis Timothée, to South Carolina to _su.c.é-e'ed Whitmarsh and continue

64 .
the _S'outh Carolina Gazette. Timothee hHad served .as editor and trans-

lator for Franklin' syshor‘t_—l'i_'vejd?.Ph_i.-l_a'c'lj‘elp_hi_sch'e -Ze;'i.;t':u_ng, later worked.

as. librarian of the Philéﬂélphia‘Library.SQciétys‘an& in 1733 returned
to Franklin to work é:;a journeyman. The success of hiSp artnership
with Timothée encourhgﬁe’d: Franklin to engage in others and this was part

& of the intricate network of linkages which he formed across the colonies.
He and his brother James resuméd amicable relationships and Benjamin
Franklin took James Jr. as. his apprentice.”” At the end of his period of

which James took with him to Newport, Rhode Island, where in 1758 he realized

his long-cherished dream of establishing a newspaper, The Newport Mercury,

or, The Weekly Advertiser.. By this time he had been in business on his own
for ten years and for two years had printed the colony's money.
A striking partnership was formed with Benjamin Meconi,

another of Franklin's nephews. Mecom had learned to print at Franklin's
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64 See Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography (1906), XXX, p: 104

|l T U for A, capy U of | the agreement between Frapkilin and Timothée, ]

65 Franklin, Autobiography (ed. Farrand), p. 123.
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NeW%Xork'printing shop which was mana§§d for him by James: Parker. At the
end of his apprénttceshié Mecom went to Antigua to manage a printing
Business.whiéﬁ'was_deea?by:his uncle. Franklin wrote to William Strahén
of London in May, 1753: "I have settled .a nephew of mine in Antigua in
the place of Mr. Smith, deceased. I take him to be a very ho;est,
industrious lad, and hope he will do well there, a:';a in time be of some
‘usé to you as a correspondent. Please to send him a little cargo of
books andistatiqnerywégreeablé to the ‘invoice below. I will send you a
bill on this ‘account perhaps on the: next :.s_hip_:._"':66 Mecom stayed at

Antigua from 1752 to 1756 and his main activity seems to have beeén the:

printing of the Antigua Gazette. Returning to Philadelphia in December,

1756, Mecom went on to Boston, where he opened a shop in July, 1757, thus

reversing his uncle's sequence of locations. In 1763 he moved to New

York where very briefly he pfinted’the‘Neijqugkgcqut but soon he was
again in debt, this time to his old master, James Parker. His ‘uncle

came to his rescue on this occasion aiso,.securing'for him the post of
?deputy:pqgtmaster.at New Haven, Connecticut, where Parker was the official
postmastefr. He also became manager of Parker's New Haven pne#%aand from

1765 to 1768 revived the Conmnecticut Gazette.] Moving to Philadelphia in

1768 Mecom, the insatiable, began the very short-lived Penny-Post. When

this failed he became a liquor merchant, but returned to printing when he

jdinedLWilliam Goddard“who_Was then producing the Pennsylvania Chronicle.

‘When Goddard moved to Boston in 1774, Mecom worked for Isaac Collins at

LT T Y ENSwlm.

Burlington, New Jersey. Two years later he was pronounced insane.

66: Wilberforce Eames, ''The Antigua Press and Benjamin Mecom,'' Proceed-
ings of the American Antiquarian Society (1928), XXXVIII, p. 309.

|
|
i
A
1
4




- . P S 5 ) 3 T EIR e Sy CaNTE eyt ot G
2 "*:J:’_:@@:f‘:i%l?'ém?’fﬁ?gww?{m:{&?!ﬁ«a\ﬂ’n«ﬂs;\ R PSRt

82

;Altﬁoughfthehdfficigl;paxﬁnérship with Frapklin ended at the close of
Mecom's stay in Antigua, the evidence presented above ciearly demon-
strates that the brilliant, likeable, but quite unbusinesslike young man
?ﬁds-dgpendent upon Franklin for his whole career. Yet to him belongs
the credit for bEingjtheyfirst‘inuAmericaﬂto try stereotype printing,
aIthQUgh,vgs one would expect, it was not a commercial success.67 . The
Othe:'partneréhips of Franklin must be mentioned only'briefly’here for
they are important to.uSionLy'insofar‘gs-they'serVe to show the wide
con;acgs’Of this remarkable man and demonstrate the importance of his
:ﬁtfnting:contacts in gi01ng.Franklin}bothfiﬁform&tiqn.andpg'brpadened

‘base for his’politicalfapd_econoﬁdc-thoughts, Franklin WaSZconngCted

with the firm of Muller and Holland which established the_Léncastérsché
u . 68 | o
;Zeitung}and he stdarted William Daniell omn his career. Daniell was omne
o . | | 69
of the first printers in Jamaica and the‘firétfpublig.printer there.

Franklin's interest in the German language press led him tg commence

pdﬁlicatiop of a series of German almanacs, Neu-Eingerichteter American-

igghéf.Geschichts—Calendefﬁand this introduced a long association with

€7 This information is given by Thomas, op. cit., II, p. 68.

68  See Frank Diffenderfer, "Early German Printers of Lancaster and the
Issues of their Press,' Proceedings of the Lancaster Historical

Society (1904), III.

69 See Frank Cundall, '"The Press and Printers of Jamaica to 1820,"

Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society (1916), XXVI,
pp. 290-412, which contains a very full bibliography of Jamaican

impridcsT —
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the Armbruster brothers, Gotthard and Anton, and with Johann Bohm.

Franklin's most important partner outside Philadelphia was James Parker .
who will be discussed in the next chapter. |

The importanéeidf.familial relationships is re-emphasiﬁéd
by the position occupied by the Sower (or Saur) family in the-historyfof
Pennsylvania printing and their work may also serve to underline the
presence in that,colgny'qf_a most important -non-English__,13'1'.‘9._:58;-"71
‘Christopher Sower entered the printing trade in response to his realisa-
tion that the German community in Pennsylvania was large enough and
éuffiCientlyuawareiof its separate identity to warrant a-German;presss72:
From his foundation of the first"German.preSS in Germantown (also the
firstvpress in Penmsylvania, located outside Philadelphia), which took
place in 1738, there grew up-an_independent-mfﬁded,’highly provincial
press which nourished the German religious sects and gréatly-aided=§hem

in ‘the maintenancejofra'distinctiveiway-of life.

70 Franklin's relations with the Armbristers are by no means clear.
McMurtrie, op. cit., pp. 47-49 pé?‘endeavoured to start the work of
establishing precisely what they were. Many of his most important
conclusions are given in the footnotes at the end of the volume.

71  On the Sower family the following may be consulted: Felix Reichmann,
Christopher Sower Snr. 1694-1758, Printer in Germantown (Carl Schurz
Memorial Foundation pamphlet, 1943); Otto W. Fuhrmann, "Christopher
Sauer, Colonial Printer,'" American-German Review (1935), I, pp. 39-
44; Edward W. Hocker, "The Sower Printing House of Colonial Times,"
Proceedings and Addresses of the Pennsylvania German Society (1948),
LIII; W. M. Hornor, ''Notes Concerning the Publication of the Saur
Bible," American Collector (1927), V, pp. 60-68; James Knauss,
"Christepher Saur the Third," iroceedings of tire American Antiquarian
Society (1931), XLI, pp. 235-253.

P — PR T I I T T - L I P

72 We reject Oswald's suggestion that Sower's entry into printing was
4 g

accidental in view of the documentary evidence provided by McMurtrie,

op. cit., pp. 69-70.
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Only one year later Sower issued a newspaper Der Hoch-

Deutsch Pensylvanische Geschicht-Schreiber.73 In 1766 he began another
paper Wahre und Wahrscheinliche Begebenheiten (True and Probable Happen-

) ings) . Sower's greatest work Qas the bible he printed in 1743 which con-

stituted the gsecond bible to be printed in the American colonies. The

supply of paper which he expected from England did not arrive and the

existing Pennsylvania paper mills would not cooperate; thus Sower found

himself launched into the p#?er-making business. In addition, Sower did

excellent bookbinding and type-casting and thé;range of his known
.
‘accomplishments makes acceptable his own statement that he was competent

R e G PRy

in twenty-six crafts. A man of 6utstanding~piety,_philanthropy, and

determination, Christopher Sower demonstrates clearly that the printer's

trade in the eighteepth'céntury‘attracted;on~pqca§i0n'men-Of”thEyvery
highest stature.

- Christopher Sower Jr. continued his father's business and
maintained the Pensylvanische Berichte. In this enterprise he was joined
fr6ﬁ 1776 to 1777--when he retired--by his two sons, Christopher and

Peter. The. third Christopher also“publishedzﬁin Geistliches Magazien

from 1764 to 1771 but found, as Franklin had done before him, that the

' . L, 74
colonial population was not yet ready for this type of publication.

The Magazien appeared at very gsporadic intervals. The Sowers were

73  On October 16, 1745, the name was changed to Hoch-Deutsch Pensyl-
s Cieew .. . yanieche Berichte and on June 16, 1746, to Pensylvanische Berichte.
In 1762 it was renamed Germantowner Zeitung and in 1777 Der
Pemay lveadsche Stagts-Courier.

E "2 - REEE. W Ew Wm e pm—r

74 Still a classic work on this subject is Albert H. Smyth, The Phii;;“.
delphia Magazines and their Contributors, 1741-1850 (Philadelphia,

1892) .
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drastically affected by the War for Independence. Christopher Sower, Jr.

was a bishop in the Church of the German Baptist Brethren at Germantown.

Dedicated to pacificism and committed not to take an oath, he quarrelled

o e s Eates
: R A G

with the Perinsylvania legislature and as a result lost all his property,
inéluding-his pfinting works. His son Christopher, however, was :clearly

a Loyalist and joined the British forces in,PhiIadgiphia;after the

battle of Germantown (October, 1777);75’1During the British occupation of

ﬁhg city Christopher and his brother resumed the printing of the German-

towner Zeitung under the name of Pennéxlvanische Staats Courier. When

Philadelphia was evacuated the brothers fled to New York, and after the

war Christopher went first -to England, theén to New Brunswick where he

became Royal Printer. Daniel Sower, son of the thirdaChristopher Sower,

took over the paper mill ;2 his father, but this was confiscated by the E
'reVOIutionary forces. He then opened. one .of his own but shortly after- %
wards abandoned this also and turnéd to férming. In 1799 David Sower

became the first printer in‘Norristown, Pennsylvania. There his family

.continued to print thellocal paper for many years. The’traditidﬁ:of
 pacificism was by no means dead for his son Charles occasioned a mob attack

on the printing office by his staunch opposition tomthe.War of 1812. 5
’SémueliSGQer,ithe youngest son of-Christopher°deer'IIi, established a
typngoundry-athdItimdre and also ‘operated a p:infing,press‘theré, of

Christopher Sower, Jr. it has been said that "He developed the German

75 On the subject of German language printing during the war years see

- Jeka. L _Stoudt, "The German Press in Pennsylvania and the American |
| " Revolutiom,' Pemasylvanie Magezine.af History and Biography (1935) |
ppo 74-90. | Pavearara vy e e s ey
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printing trade to proportionmns uﬁequalled in Colonial Americav"JG :Theé
achievements of the family as a whole form a remarkable chapter in the
history of American printing and this nog least because of their stubborn
adherence to religious and political beliefs.

. ‘When William Bradford quitted Philadelphia in. 1693 he left
the city (and therefore the colony), without a printer, and when he arrived
in New York City and set up his business as Royal_Printer he was the only
jprinter in that colony. Thomas records almost three score names of
printers who practised their craft in Pennsylvania before the end of the

eighteenth century and just over a score of names for New York, The

76 Martin G. Brumbaugh, 'Life and Work of Bishop Christopher Sower' in
Bishop Christopher Sower of Germantown, Memorial Services (Germantown,
1899), p. 12. Quoted in McMurtrie, op. cit., p. 74. -

In addition to the Sower enterprises German language printing in
Pennsylvania prior to 1775 was being executed at Ephrata, Lancaster,
Chestnut Hill (nr. Philadelphia), Friedemsthal (nr. Bethlehem) and
before the end of the century at Reading and Easton. See McMurtrie,

op. cit., pp. 70-83.

For the German press in colonial Pennsylvania the reader is referred
to Alfred L. Shoemaker, Check List of Imprints of the German Press of
Northampton County, Pennsylvania, 1766-1905 (Easton, Pa., 1943) .

Carl Wittke, The German Language Press in America (Lexingtonm,
Kentucky, 1957) devotes only twenty pages to the colonial period but
is valuable for the general historical background he presents and his
sound generalizations. Oswald Seidensticker, The First German Print-
ing in America, 1728-1830 (Philadelphia, 1893) is a standard work but
should be compared with Hildeburn's Century of Printing and discrep-
ancies resolved by reference to McMurtrie, History of Printing.

James O. Knauss, Social Conditions Among the Pennsylvania Germans in
the Eighteenth Century as Revealed in the German Newspapers Published
in America (Lancaster, Pa., 1922) is an invaluable study and a
pioneer work for the student utilizing newspapers for the writing of
'social history.' The publications of the local historical societies
in counties heavily colonised by the Germans should also be con-
sulted and for guidance Emil Meynen, Bibliography on German Settle-
ments in Colonial North ‘America (Leipzig, 1937) and FPennsylvania
Bibliography: Articles Published by Societies belonging to the
Pennsylvania Federation of Historical Societies (Harrisburg, 1933)
should be used. i

................
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growth in population, wealth, and culture in both colonies is well re-
flected in these figures. ¢

As in the case of Pennsylvania no attempt will be made to
provide a complete picture of the early history of printing in New York,

but on a similarly selective basis the important developments will be

shown. The careers of five outstanding printers, William Bradford, John

Zenger, James Parker, H. John Holt, and Hugh Gaine will form the basis of

our ‘story. We have already noticed that Bradford came to New York as a

tesult of the intervention of Governor Fletcher who saw an opportunity to

meet the colony's need for a printer, and this need is further emphasised

‘by. ‘the fact that in 1695 Bradford was appointed Printer to the Municipality

and his stipend increased from'forty to sixty pounds per annum. In 1702

it was further increased to seventy-five pounds and in the following year

he became Printer to New Jersey. Bradford as early as 1686 had seen the:

possibilities of Manhattan as a market for books and had formed an arrange-
77

ment with John Brown of Flushing for selling books in the New York area.

Furthérmoré, he ingeniously used Fletcher's temporary appointment as
y y

Governor of Pennsylvania (in'additioﬁ.to his New York post) to free him-

self from those authorities in Pennsylvania whom he had consistently
offended by his refusal to be subjected to their reguiations concerning
printing. Having a month in New York when no official printing could :come

his way Bradford employed himself in the printing of two pamphlets

77 The little known subject of book-selling in colonial America is
illuminated by the contributioa of Gerald D. McDonald, "William
Bradford's Book Trade and John Bowne, Long Island Quaker as his Book
Agent, 1686-1691" in Essays Honoring Lawrence C. Wroth (Portland,

" 'Maine, 1951), pp. 209-223, Bowngis the same person as the Brown
referred to by McMurtrie, op. cit., pp. 135-136.
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attacking the groups in Pennsylvania &t whose hands he ‘had so recently.

suffered. '"These are believed to represent. the first printing done in
New York."78 |
| We have already remarked that the historian knows less
concerning William Bradford that he would desire but for our present pur-
poses his career iskimportant for two things. TFirstly, that he was the
pioneer of printing in New York and that he served as printer to the
¢olony from 1693 to 1742,'with.the'exéeption of 1737 and 1738 when his
rival Peter Zenger obtained thé contracts. _SecOﬁdly, he established for
-himself a fine reputation as a citizen and personifies the station which
‘the American master printer could'obtaiﬁ in colonial society. He became.
a freeman of New York in 1695, left the Quakers for the more socially
gcceptable-AngliCan‘church; and became a vestryman of Trinity Church from

1703 to 1710. 1Indeed, the church sponsored his‘printing'of the first

Americanved?;ion of the Book of Common Prayer, but both lést money on the.
Enterprise.79 In 1725 Bradford commenced the printing of the New-York
Gazette, the first newspaper to be published in. the province, Arfﬁough he-
continued it for nineteen years it was by no means an impressive piece of
work, being poorly printed and lacking any sort of editorial distinction.,
However, it was at least consistent in its policy, steadily supporting

the interests of the government whom Bradford also served as Roya1 Printer.

When Bradford brought the Gazette to a close, this step also marked the

—
ey

78  McMurtrie, op. cit., p. 137. See also Wilberfore Eames, "The First
Year of Printing in New York,' Bulletin, New York Public Library,”
(January, 1928). i

T T B I

79 See Horatio G. Jones, ThekBradford Prayer Book, 1710 (Philadelphia,
1870), which suffers from his usual pompousness.
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end of his career as a priﬁier;so
The next printer in New York with who?fwe shall deal had
a career qg%te different from that of mild, respectable William Bradford.
No less an authority than Douglas McMurtrie claimed that the trial of
John Peter Zenger "established the principle of the freedom of the press
in British North Americé."81 This trial, together with 'the establish-
ment of the first regular newspaper a third of a century earlier, marked

. 82
the high spots of the first hundred years of American journalism,"

Zenger, newly arrived from Germany, became an apprentice
to Bradford in 1710 and on completion of this went to Maryland, where he.
became public printer with permission to print the "Laws of the Severall
Countys.'” He was not successful financially which is not altogether too
surprising in view of the fact that he had set up his business in Kent
County, a sparsély settled region at a distance from Annapolis, the
capital, and therefore the principal source of income for a printer. On

his return to New York he set up in business after a temporary partnership

80 The early history of New York printing may be explored in the follow-
ing: Charles R. Hildeburn, "A List of Issues of the Press in New York,
1693-1720," Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography (1889),

XI1, pp. 475-482; A List of Issues of the Press in New York, 1693-

1752 (Philadelphia, 1899); Sketches of Printers and Printing in

Colonial New York (New York, 1895); Douglas C. McMurtrie and Wilberforce
Eames, New York Printing, 1693 . . . (Chicago, 1928); Adelaide R.

Hasse, ''Some Materials for a Bibliography of the Official Publications
of the General Assembly of the Colony of New York, 1693-1775,'" Bulletin,
New York Public Library (Feb.-Apr., 1903), VII; Charlotte M. Martin

and Benjamin Ellis, The New York Press and its Makers in the Eighteenth
Century (New York, 1898) has information on the printers qua printers
rather than journalists.

SOOI wesenn-81... Deugles. £. McMurtrie, The Beck- (N°W Yomke- 18375 <pus 438ae o eemmcvnneenenn

82 McMurtrie, History of Printing, Vol. I1: Middle and Atlantic States
(New York, 1937), p. 141.
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with Bradford. Zenéer himsel'f'ji'“s; of little importance, a 'ra.ther F:dlouf-
less personalit); and a poor printer, but he was used as an instrument in
a most important political debate. Bradford, as we have already seen,
epitomised respectability, and he and his paper were loyal adherents of
the system of -goVe:rﬁm’ent existing in New York and, in particular, were
bound to support the policies of Governmor William Cosby. Cb\sby seems 'to,
have been at best a tac.tl,e‘s’s:man, at worst, one of the most obnoxious
governors who ever ruled an English colony in America. His high-handedness
almost inuned_iét'elsy- aroused the an’tagoni,s'm‘ of Rip Van Dam, the president ?ouf
‘the ¢ouncil; who had served as acting governor until Cpsby's arrival,

This: enmity became more widespread as Cdsb'y‘ interfered with the franchise.
system for his own interest. Zepger's part was that of serving ‘as ra

printer of a propaganda organ for the opposition interests. On November 5,

1733; he printed the first edition of the New-York Weekly Journal. James
Alexander, a leader in this opposition, expressed the purposes of 4the

new paper well in a letter to Governor Robert Hunmter: "Inclosed is the
first of .a newspaper designed to be continued Weekly and Chi-ef-iy t0 expose
him and those rli'd,ilcq-}gu“s flatteries with which Mr. Harison loads our other
‘Newspaper which our g&\}ernor claims and has the privilege of suffering:
nothing to be in but what lhe-- a"ﬁd Mr. Harison approve of."  Lewis Morris,

Lewis Morris, Jr., James Alexander, William Smith, and Cadwallader Colden

‘'were the principal contributors to. the newspaper. Even more than this,
: ;t::hfe_‘y. wrote everything it contained, with the exception of the briefest

news reports. Alexander appears to have been the managing editor and it

R, AN AT PR AR . el N AGL. ARCAD AR AT, W S A W T e P T e
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is quite clear that Zenger was no more than the printer of the paper in

tﬁe»strfqtly technical sense. : g

It is most unhistorical to see in this challenge a demo- 5

;. ctatic movement in oppositfon‘to~ariSt0ératic rule. Several factors pre- ?

j ¢lude ‘such a verdict. Colonial New"Yotkdwas:nqt‘eve;fthe most democratic |
; 6f the English colonies; that honour bélongs to Conmecticut. ‘Even in

e IS OAL A OESTAr o Seeaen e g o St ¢

this latter cleny the practise ofvdemq¢racy,as.understood in the twentieth:
century, was severely ringed about:Wit-h-quali_ficationsf.s4 New York, in
fact, was characterised by itsﬁgreat;landed-eStatés-é"the region of the.

old patroonships''--and the supremacy of its landed aristocracy in all

political affairs was abundantly clear. "The great landholders occupied

a position of decisive influence in the politital*an&‘social life of the

Province of New York and were adept in the guarding of their own interests.
Thi's was aided by a system of plural voting which permitted freeholders
with estates ip,seVeraigc0unties-;o*participate'@n-the=elections‘in each. 2

Lords of manors were alsofaidédfby €he control they exercised over their

tenants.. The leadingjaristoqratic families of this period, many of ‘whomn:
were intermarried, were the SChuerrs, the De Lanceys, th; Livingstons,
the Philipses, the van Cortlandts, the Bayards, the Heathcotes, the
Crugers, the Wattses, the Waltons, the van Rensselaers, the Beekmans, g
the Morrises{ the Alexanders, and thé_SmitHSE”Bs; Although the situation

in New York éifthas less controlled, it was hardly at a péint where

84 Lawrence H. Gipson,EThe Northern Plantations (New York, 1960), pp.
74-75 makes the statement concerning the democratic nature of
 .Connecticut's government and shows the precis&workiugs of tirbe~govern:-
ment. R

85 1bid., pp. 109-110.
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democracy could be said to exist. Indeed the career of Martin Van Buren
,gs'a.political organizer in New York State, almost a century after the

Zenger incident, d;mdnstrates clearly that political coptrol rested only
in part upon catering to the whimsies of the city mob, and‘Pore upopﬁthe

. 86
intelligent grouping of vested, often of 'aristocratic' interests.

Even
after the War for Independence had been won the &lite continued to dominate
politics. Although the Beard thesis cannot be accepted completely or in
some of its details, its major suggestion that the American Revolution--

in the same way as any of the other great revolutions in history--was. |
engineered and carried through by a small ' oligarchy' of leaders, remains

¢

bagically sound. Indeed the American 'people’ themselves did not feel,.
despite the efforts of Thomas Jefferson, that they had attained control
0f the national goverﬁment until the dramatic arrival of Andrew Jackson
in the presidential mansion. If we cannot correctly speak of a "“democratic
people's party' as McMurtire does, what’then.iS'the'trUequntext'df-thé
Zenger trial? |

It would seem to us :to have been an episodée in.a long fight
within the elite which governed the Province of New York. Put crudely,
the 'outs' were attacking the 'ins.' The very names of these involved in
the writing and editing of the newspaper belong in the roll-call ogkfhe
aristocratic families of the colomy. If we look beyond family to policy,
we may see a consi;tent effort on the part of the province's governors to

have as much control over the purse-strings as possible. Governor

86  This™po.nTts well brought cut ia REPert—+. Remini, Martin Vas Dufen "“fi:“_ii

and the Making of the Democratic Party (New York, 1959) and in a less
scholarly but more provocative work, Holmes Alexander, The American
Talleyrand (New York, 1935), especially pp. 64-177.
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Clinton's surrender of this control into the hands of the Assembly has

| | | 87
aptly been termed 'the initial fatal mistake." The Zenger trial,

E therefore, is an incident in a factional struggle within a governing
élite—and, when one side represented itself as being '"the People,' we:

must not accept this as anything other than what it was<-an attempt to

; win popular support for a group that was not essentially more democratic
i
? " than the constituted authority which it was opposing., The trial, in the

same way as Magna Carta and the Glorious Revolution of 1688 could, in
hindsight, be regarded as a landmark in the struggle for popular liber-

ties, and while the potency of this assumption and attitude is a valid

consideration for the historian of later periods, the'historiad'df'the

} | | | ) _ | . .
§ thirteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries, respectively, must
|

.deny-tha;-ény»df-them was a consciously democratic movement.,
Nevertheless, however narrow the objects of those who

used ‘Zenger as -a pawn, the events of his trial did;invdlvéfthé-VOIGé of

public opinion and, through the courage of an elderly Iawyer,;the'pﬁoglaa

mation of a bold line of defence which. invoked the -name of Justice above

'add{;if-need;be,vin defiance of the Law. Governor Cosby found that, in

his attempt to make a public spectacle of the publication and its printer,

he could not rely upon the support-of the House of Representatives or
=tﬁe;authdritie3'ofsthe Ci;y, It was a reflection: of the unpopularity
which he had brought -upon himSélfiandaof’fﬁe "politicking' dome by his
enemies. Finally, in the name of the Governmor's Council, Cosby issued a
) o war;gptlfor.theiarrest 6f £enger'”for.printing'aﬁé:gzglishing several Tvrmees
—— BT e Te ST ST STST IS L ST TR LNV L T T _— - — e

87 Gipson, op. cit.; p. 120.
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Seditious Libels dispersed throughout his Journals or News Papefo,

entitled, The New-York Weekly Journal, containing the freshest Advices,

foreign and domestick; as having in them many Things, tending to raise

Factions and Tumults, among the People of this Province, inflaming their
Minds with Contempt-ofﬂHisfﬁMJeSty’s;Government, and greatly disturbing

the Peace thereof."

Whilst Zenger was. in jail an issue of the Journal appeared
which protested the sumnary natiure of the treatment he had r;ceived. On
April 15, 1733? Jameé;Algxandep:and'Wiliiam:Smith appeared as attorneys
for Zenger in his xrial_before’thefsupremo Court. Immediately they
~derited the legality of its appointment and thus attacked those who were
‘sitting,]De_Lanqéy-and’Philipse- De Lancey then ruled that this objection
constituted contempt of court and disbarred Alexander and Smith. _Sincet;
Judge Lewis Morris had carefully been kept away, Zenger'ﬁad Iost:ﬁis
most powerful legal alliesziptthefprovincé; An attorney was appointed to:
defend him but secretly the services of Andrew Hami l'ton ‘of Philadelphia,
one -of the most eminent lawyers in the coloniés, were added to the
défence; Against the prior ruling of the court that proof of printing
the papers judged to be seditious ond-libelousfoas_sufficient for con-

viction, Hamilton boldly admitted that Zenger had been responsible for

publicatioen biut denied the charge of libel on the grounds that what

had been: printed was true. The jury was dtrected in the way already

C
indicated by the Judges, i.e., that 'whether the Words as set forth in _ -
B W A - -« o E SR ¢ .
the Information make a Lybel” was "'a Matter of Law, no Doubt .?9d.?§%9§.._.; o m}ﬂ

you may leave to the Court " However, the governor and his representa-

tives were again defied, for the jury returned a verdict of fnot;gdiltxi'
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to the delight of the crowd. Hamilton was voted the freedom of the
corporationuof the City of New York and received a gold box weighing five
and a half?;unces.frdm the ''Members of this Corporation and Gentlemen of
this City." Truly a 'democratic' gift from a clearly 'popular' body .
AMatters did not die with the verdict}_ The news of the
trial was spread abroad and received prominent reporting in the papers of

the two other major cities, Boston and Philadelphia. In 1736 Zenger

published a pamphlet A'BriefiNarrgtive of the Case and Tryal of John

Peter Zenger, Printer of the New York weeklerournal which, according te.

Hildeburn, became 'the most famous publication issued in Amgpicg before
the 'Farmer's Letters'." Zenger displaced Bradford as public printer in
New York in 1737 and in the following 'year filled the same office for

New Jersey, but in each case he was removed at the end of his year of
office because of ‘his incompetency. The Zenger Trial had established

the precedent of the jury passing upon both the law and the fact in casés
of Tibel, and had therefore broken the authority of government-appointed
judges to decide both matters.88 It was a situation which was not to
come: about ‘in Britaig until 1791 with the passing of Fox' %ibel;Act;89
‘When a climate of opinion favourable to rebellior had been formed in the
‘American colonies in the late sixties .and early seventies, the importance

of the fact that juries held the crucial decision in libel cases became

88 For the significance of the Zenger trial see Livingston Rutherford,
John Peter Zenger, His Press, His Trial and a Bibliography of Zenger
imprints (New York, 190&4). Charles F. Heartmarn; gohn Peter Zenger

and his Fight for the Freedom of the American Press (Highland Park, ]

- A XA MSK K dminton ST T e T = T e

bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb -

; . - 8 . o .. Beiehor e s gme o -
PR mEmere N.J., 1934) should be used with caution hecause of its weak under-

standing of the society of Colonial New York.

89 See pp. 21-22, 35 of this thesis for Fox's Act and the important
trial decision in the trial of John Wilkes.
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fully apparent. It meant, in effect, the creation of a press which was
more free from the control offthevauthorities than any other in the i

Atlantic civilizations and thus a situation was provided whereby the news-
paper could not only-inform;the'public, but inflame its temper.

The third of the New York printers more directly advanced

e, s «-{a-;.i'_n."‘;‘.iu_ PIOUATRENPI RN

the cause of printing, although less dramatically and with fewer political
overtones than' John Peter'Zenger. James Parker was not only to occupy

a central place in the history of printing in New York but was‘also
AreSponSible for the first of Connecticut's newspapers:and for establishing
‘the first permanent press in New Jersey. Having once been apprenticed to
him, Parker succeeded William Bradford as New York's publicfprinter'in'
1742 and held the office for nineteen years. Although Pirker's first

independent work was the printing of the somewhat esoteric Enchiridium

Polychrestum of Robert Elliston, he soon displayed the normal concern of

‘the: printer with current events, for in 1744 he published A Journal of

»ﬁhe Proceedings in the Detection of the Conspiracy Formed by Some White

People, in Conjunction with Negro and other Slaves, for Burning the City

of New York in America, and Murdering the Inhabitants. 1In the same year 3

he reprinted Bichardson's Pamela, the first real literary work to be i}
printed in the province and in the following year he was responsible for 1

the first printing of a scientific work, Cadwallader Colden's;ExpligaFibﬁ_ f

of the First Causes of Action]in_Matte:. Parker maintained*a‘pOSitibn as é

|

the printer of important contributions to the cultural life of New York §

—— o g ;
. _ESE.the rest of hls career, but possibiy he is better Known f3TF his prlntlng g

of newspapers.
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In January, 1743, he began his newspaper career by estab-

lishing the New-York Weekly Post-Boy which took over most of the trade

of Bradford's New-York Gazette when it came to an end in 1744. 1In 1747

Parker changed the name of the paper to the New-York Gazette, or Weekly

Post-Boy and six years later he took William Weyman into partnership.

This second move allowed Parker to concentgate his energies upon his
pioneer work in New Jersey. There, about 1754, he established the colony's
1fiﬁstiprintingjpress and from 1758 to 1760 he published the first New

Jersey periodical, the New American Magazine, demonstrating once'agdin

the attraction of this medium for printers who had been in business for
i ‘ 90 y
some time and had no great financial worries. The first newspaper in

. | . . 91 ,
the colony came from his Woodbridge press.  He was also responsible for
Coqnecticutfs first newspaper when he began printing at New Haven in

1755, the Connecticut Gazette. An illustration of Parker's importance is

given us by~thé,pérSonnel‘invgivedfinjhiSPNew Haven enterprise. Parker
was appointed postmaster for New Haven by Benjamin Franklin and William
Hunter, joint deputy postmasters-general for the American colonies.

Parker hired John Holt of Williamsburg, Virginia, brother-in-law of Hunter
.and soon to~attain'fame'in?his,own right as a printer in New Yorkg to

manage his New Haven office. When the partnership with Weyman came to an

90 The New American Magazine was but the last of a number of ventures i

into the magazine field. 1In 1753 the Occasional Reverberator, in
1755 the Instructor and John Englishman had preceded it, but none of
them was very successful.

— . R N

- - R —

91 This newspaper was the famous Constitutional Courant "Printed by

America.' William Goddard printed it at Woodbridge in 1765 as a pro-
test against the Stamp Act. McMurtrie, History of Printing, p. 150 n.
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‘end .1n 1759 Parker summoned Holt to New York and replaced him at New
Haven with Thomas Green. 1In 1762 Parker gave up the Gazette, turning it

over to John Holt, but four years later he re-entered the field and used

the old title, the New-York Gazette, or, the Weekly Post-Boy, and Holt

changed his paper's title to the New-York Journal, or General Advertiser.

On James Parker's death in 1770 the newspaper was inherited by his son,

Samuel, who forrthe:bgeVious five»years had been manager of the Woodbridge
printing office. The progress of the firm had not, however, been without
gome brushes with authority, which heralded the far more bitter conflicts.

of Holt and Gaine: In 1756 Parker and Weyman escaped severé penalty by

' appearing before ‘the Assembly, acknowledging that they were at fault,

bggging:the goVernment's pardon, revéaling the name of the author of the
article objected to, and. paying the legal fees. In 1760 Parker used the
same. means to escape’punishméngifOr.pripting a pamphlet addressed. ''To
thé Betrayed Inhabitants ofﬁNeinOrk5"93

A host of minor printers occupied themselves in New York

in ‘the period between 1750 and the outbreak of the War for Independence

92  Attention is called to the need for a very careful perusal of news-

paper titles in the second half of the eighteenth century. They
differed little, sometimes merely in the matter of punctuation. For
example, after his separation from Parker, Weyman established a New-
York Gazette which he continued until 1767.

93  Further details upon Parker's work as a printer may be found in

William Nelson, '"Some New Jersey Printers and Printing in the Eighteenth
Century,' Proceedings, American Antiquarian Society (1911), n.s.,
XXVI, L. N. Richardson, A History of Early American Magazines (New
York, -1931). | ? C e
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but twO”printEtSpWere.Qﬁtafanding‘both before and during the war.
These were John Holt and Hugh Gaine. Prior to becoming a printer Holt

¥
had been 5 successful merchant in his native Virginia but, like so m;ny'
colonial merchants, his success was balanced and when in 1754 he ran
into financial difficulties he journeyed north and into a partnership
with Parker. As we have seen, in 1762 he took over the publishing of
the Gazette and'changed its name in 1766. The British occupation‘bf:New
Yorﬁ in 1776 forced the discontinuance of his Journal, but it was revived
a year later at Kingston. As Thomas describes him, Holt,“was-auman'df
ardent feelings, and :a high churchman, but a firm whig; a good writer
and a warm advocate for the cause of his country." 1Indeed, it was at
the request of the Assembly that Holt révived the paper, using the
printing materials abandoned by Hugh‘Gaine=when he left Newark and re-
turned to New York to the British lines. ?FrOm:Julf to October, 1777, the
Journal was published_at‘Kiggstpn;but;was moved‘hurriedlﬁ just before the,
British burned the town. It was publl . bed at irregular intervals. at
Poughkeepsie from May, 1778 .to November, 1780. ?F;om’then.until July,

1781 it could not be issued for lack of paper, but theh was resumed and

94 0f these printers the names of Samuel Inslee, Anthony Car, Frederick
Shober, Robert Hodge, John Anderson, Henry DeForeest, Benjamin Mecom,
Samuel Farley, Samuel Loudon deserve mention. Printing began. at
Albany in 1770 when the two Robertson brothers, James and Alexander,
set up their press there. Associated with them in the printing of
the Loyalist Royal American Gazette were Nathaniel Mills and John
Hicks. Details of these printers may be found in Thomas, op. cit.,
McMurtrie, History of Printing (which is especially good on the

Robertsons and the Albany printing), Oswald, Printing in the Amerlcas.

The bibliography contained in McMurtrie should be supplemented by
reference to_the notes.in Schlegirger; on.-£it; with regard to -the
printing of newspapers ‘and the latest edition of the Dictionary of
American Biography for more general details. The first consistent
daily paper was produced by Francis Childs in New York in 1785.

{
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‘continued until the next year. -Suspended again early in 1782 to allow -

-

H6lt to devote his time to: printing the statutes of the state, it was

revived late in 1783 as the Indeperndent New-York Gazette. Holt also

guffered in his Virginia interest. 1In 1775 he had bought the Norfolk:

Virginia Gazette and put his son there to manage it. When Norfolk was

attacke’Aby the Britiéh,in'Septémber, 1775, the prgss*wéS'cathrediand
used for Loyalist propaganda. Holt died in New York early in 1784 and
his printing work was carried on first by his widow and then his son-in~
law, Eleazer Oswal.d;95
w Hugh Gaine was:bfAthethgpsite political persuasion. Born.
inflfeiéhd; he came to,Newﬁquk‘ih-l?#S‘énd‘sﬁarted:Working'for James
Parker with whom he stayed seven years. 1In 1752: he not only started a
b66k9hop ingpartnership with Weyman but also established the New-York

‘Mercury, which he continued until 1770 when it became the New-York

Gazette and.Weeklstercu;y and this title it retained until the end of the

War for Independénce. 1In 1753 Gaine appeared before the Assembly for

;pdbiishinngOme'qf its Proceedings without permission. He was fortunate

" enough to escape with a reprimand and continued to-build up what was to
become the most: prosperous printing business in New York. At the time
of the Stamp Act Gaine followed most other_printéis-in discontinuing the.
publication of his paper, but when most of the stamped paper was destroyed
by a mob, he revived. the paper under the heading '"No Stamped Paper: to be

had." Up to the War for Independence Gaine continued his business,

et & v

®fsﬁéé$11ytgéihing in prosperity and prééfige,“ﬁaving.beén appoifitéd printec - -
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to ‘the city at about the same time. Probably his most important work,

certainly to the historian, was the printing of the Votes and Proceedings

of the Géneral Assembly of the Colony of New-York, 1691-1765, which

appeared in 1766. The break with England came and struck .decisively at
the prosperity of Hugh Gaine. At first he endeavoured to maintain :an
impartial newspaper but this was hardly feasiblée and when the Continental
troops eVac;ated New York in. 1776, Gaine moved to ‘Newark and tried to
pub;]i;ifsh the Mercury from there. In British-occupied New York that part of:
the Mercury é.'qui'pjme'nt_ which had not been removed was used to publish a
Loyalist edition of the 'Me‘.rcurx- Gaine switched pos-it;'i-ons,, declared him-
self a L'Oyalfist; and returned to the city whilst his Newark press was

turned over to John Holt, who had been appointed stdte printer by the pro-

vincial assembly. Holt, however, had placed himself in a position where
neither side could trust him and on the return of James Rivington to New
York, it was his paper which. became the: official organ of the British
troops. Gaine continued to print -the M'e‘r'curz_-', however, .unti'l‘ the end of
the war. At the close of the war Gaine continued in the book-publishing
business in the city and had an interest in a bookselling shop. Thomas.
‘gums him up well: "Gaine's political creed, it seems, was to j oin the
strongéest party . . . Gaine was p,iinctué‘i in his ;'d"e‘aul‘-ing_s-,‘ of correct moral
habits, and respectable as a citizen. He began the world a poor man, but

p: |

N
by close application to successful b.ﬁ‘s;“-ne’ss,: through a: long period of
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time, he acquired a large property." Certainly his career and that of
Holt provide an interesting contyast in ‘the political parts. played by
printers. ;
New Jersey, loqated.betyeen,Phﬁladélphia and New York f
City, did not-feel_the~ﬁéed'for.a?présstf.its'OWn,ﬁntil well into the §
eighteenth century. William Bradford seems to have printed at Perth %
Amboy in 1723 and it is quite definite ‘that in 1728 the same cause --- the %
i
isSue.of.a:paper currency--brought a press. to New Jersey. We should %
remember. that this was still eight years before the executive government é
of ‘the colony was sepgrated_from that of New York. Bradford had printed :
the laws of New Jersey at a preSs_outéide*the colony;although,the ¢o11eca ;
tion he printed in 1723 seems to have come from the press he established §
at Perth Amboy. Between 1723 and 1727 Bradford printed the New Jersey ‘
lawsiithewaork-but'early-infl728 or late in 1727 Samuel Keimer came to
Burlington from Philadelphia to print the:colony'smmoneyfand'incidentaliy
tb'print-the colonyys'laws,-_After printing the laws Keimer returned to
Philadelphia and no more printing,was:done.in-New~Jersey-until‘l754.
96 TbOmas, op. cit., II, pp. 103-104. The most satisfactory account is
that of Paul L. Ford (ed.) The Journals of Hugh Gaine (2 vols. New
York, 1902). The first volume contains a biography and bibliography
while the second reprints the journmals of 1757-1758, 1777-1783, and
1797-1798. Hildeburn, Sketches of Printers and Printing, pp. 72-88
cannot be relied upon. I.N,P, Stokes, op. cit., II, pp. 434-40 has
a useful listing. |
97 The question of the 1723 Perth Amboy printing is still somewhat open.
- McMurtrie, op. cit., pp. 222-226 has considered the very technical
| — factors which aliow_us to draw_conclusions and the theories previous ==~ °
~ - rEdse st 0 his own. His'major-conclusien is-that at--least pert 0f tho-tobal «rorrermonnes
' number of copies of the laws printed in 1723 were produced at the
Perth Amboy press set up for the printing of the paper money, and
that the other part was produced at Bradford's New York press and
distributed through the normal book trade channels. :
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%' _As we-have Sééhﬁthééfirst permanent press in New Jérse?
was established by the New York printer, James Parker. This he did at
-Wbbdbridgg,"his_bir;hplace, and to this énterprise he devoted himself,
leaving his New. York work to partners or trusted subordinates.98 In
1765. he established a press at Burlington with the immediate purposes
pf=printing Samuel Smith's History of the Colony of Nova-Caesaria, or’
| New-Jersey. Unfortunately the Burlington enterprise was not the success
é Parker had hoped for; and it seemé that he did notvprint there ﬁfter"ljbﬁy
? At his death in 1770 Isaac Collins of Philadelphia became the colony's
% public printer. ‘Collins represents the bringing together of the two
colonfesqurdering_?hiladelphia for hefhad;beenjtrained uhdét-JamES
:.AdamS'ét‘Wilmington, Delaware, as well as with William Rind in Williamsburg,
’Virgfnia, After Parker had paved the way, Collins realised. that New
Jersey offeéred opportunities to an..efficient printer and indeed his
aPPantmgnpgas-public printer~was:the.fir$§ enterprise he undertook on
; his own. The War ‘for Independence btdughtra demand for the dissemination:
% ! of news rapidly, that is for -a newspaper. After the need had been incom-
% pleteiy.serVedfby a manuscript weekly, the Plain Dealer, posted in an
% inn at Bridgeton, Isaac Collins at the suggestion of Governmor William
§ Livingston and with the approval of the Assembly printed the New-Jersey
% Gazette, the first regular newspaper in New Jersey, 1Its success was
§ ~guaranteed by the state. Nevertheless, he had so few subscribers that
: 98 _ Adalightful and very completgerecord of Parker's activities is con-
e tained in a series of letters which he wrote to Benjamin Franletin.
SIS BRI The origiffls &M% 'in tME aiverican Dhilosophical Seciesy dr PMllamee-menme-nns

delphia. Some of them were used by William Nelson for his drticle
"Some New Jersey Printers and Printing in the Eighteenth Century,"
Proceedings, American Antiquarian Society (1911) n.s. XXI, Ppp. 15«
56, esp. pp. 25-26.
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he had to suspend publication between June and December, 1783, and

ended the paper finally in 1786. He continued to print at Tremton to

‘which he had moved in March, 17?8, until 1796 when he went to New York.

In brief, although the third quartér of the eighteenth century saw the
beginnings of New Jersey printing, this was hardly very fﬁportant or
very soundly established until after the War for Independence, and even
in the last quarter of the century a number of enterprises were set up
across the state which had only a2 limited and temporary success.99

The other colony which was dependent upon Philadelphia for

. ’ 100
its printing work, but far less so upon New York, was Delaware. The

| )
first printer in Delaware did not practise his craft until 176l1. James
Adams came from Ireland and served an apprenticeship with Franklin and

Hall, the firm which did the bulk of Delaware's printing. Adams first

set up his press in Philadelphia in 1760 but saw the opportunities in

the adjacent colony and also the lack thereof the pressing competition

which he was meeting in Philadelphia. As a Franklin apprentice he had

an important advantage. He was kept busy at Wilmington, printing four

99 On New Jersey printing in the eighteenth century the starting point
should be the article by William Nelson referred to in note 98.
See also Nelson's Check List of the Issues of the Press of New
Jersey (Paterson, 1899). McMurtrie, History of Printing, Ch.
XXIX is the best recent summary and sustains the vast majority
of Nelson's conclusions. See also McMurtrie, '"The Earliest New
Jersey Imprint," Proceedings, New Jersey Historical Society (1932),
I, pp. 191-202. For comparative purposes see Constance H. Humphrey,
"Check-1list of New Jersey Imprints to the End of the Revolutionm,"
Papers, Bibliographical Society of America (1930), XXIV, pp. 43-

‘. 1_4.9 » ey - —~—— : “ B S

100 The MWowt-recent -and masterly summary cof the history of Delaware in

.................
...............
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the first half of the eighteenth century is Lawrence H. Gipson,
The Northern Plantations (New York, 1960), Ch. VIII.
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jtems in the last months of 1761. In 1762 he published proposals for

c ot
I

a newspaper, the Wilmington Courant and Thomas declares that this

N 102 |
appeaved for about s5ix months. In the following year he became

@M// government printer and printed the second volume of the Laws of Dela-

ware (the first having been printed by Franklin and Hall in 1752).

Adams continued in business until 1791 or 1792 when he died, and al-
though he did not have an extensive business, his monopoly position and
his efficiéncy'provided him with more than a substantial income. During
the period 1777-1778 he had his printshop at Doylestown in Bucks County,
Pennsylvania, since he feared that Wilmington was too near British-
occupied Philadelphia. The next printing enterprise in Delawaré did

not pegit until Jacob Killen began work at Wilmington in 1785, but this

Ak . L
and its immediate successors were not based upon the soundest financial

foundations.lo3

Of the five southern colonies not only did printing first
occur in Virginia but: that colony had acquired such a position of cul-
tural and political ddminance'by the third quarter of'fhe eighteenth
century that the products of its printing presses exercised an influence

superior to those of any other colony south of Philadelphia. The work

of William Nuthead, although begun in Virginia, took place mainly in

101 See the Pennsylvania Gazette, October 8, 1761, for an advertise-

" ment of the intention of Adams to print at Wilmington. See also

his advertisement in the same newspaper, November 5, 1761, which
announced the first four items printed by Adams.
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=~ 102 Thomas, op. cit., II, p. 126. McMurtrie, op. Tit., p. 246 doubts
the validity of this statement but cannot produce positive proof
—— e e pmn . that .tha -Thomas statemant is.inesrrect., - . vevei.oni..

103 TFor the period covered in this thesis the article by Dorothy L.

| Hawkins, 'James Adams, the First Printer of Delaware,' Papers,
Bibliographical Society of America (1934) XXVIII, pp. 28863, is
easily the most valuable work. See also Hildeburn, Issues of
the Press of Pennsylvania, 1685-1784.
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Maryland, and for this reason we shall deal firstly with the history
of printiﬁg in this latter colony. |

In 1682 John Buckner established the first printing house
in the southern colonies at Jamestown, Virginia, and for this William
Nuthead was the printer. However, Lord Francis Howard of Effingham

issued under Crown instructions in the following year an absolute

decree against printing in much the same terms as the famous attack of -

his predecessor, Sir William Berkeley, against free schools and free
printing presses. As a result of the Howard proclamation, William
'Nuthead-fouﬁd-himself out of ‘w‘ork.lo4 For two years he wandered about
in a series of movements of which we have little knowledge, but we do
know that he was printing in Maryland in 1685. In almbst -the same way
.as the story of Gutenberg, our knowledge of Nuthead's printing work is
based upon circumstantial evidence. Maryland's records have a number
of references to "William Nuthead of St. Marys Citty Printer" of which
the most famous is the Act of the Assembly of October 26, 1686 which
provided for the ''Payment and Assessmt.. of the Publique Charge of this
Province" to Nuthead in_the sum of'"Five Thousand five-Hundred and
-fift; pounds of,TObaccoePlos We know a little more directly of
,Nuthead's'WOrk thtough two political works. The first was an opportune

tract entitled The Declaration of the Reasons and Motives for the

Present Appearance in Arms of their Majesties Protestant Subigcts'in

the Province of Maryland. This was a justification for the coup d'état__

T —

106

—

104 Full details of the affair which led to Nuthead's removal may be

a—

1050  Archives of Maryland, Assembly Proceedings, XIII, p. 13l.
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of Colonel John Coode in support of the Glorious Revolution which had

laiely occurred in the mother country. We do not even have a copy of

the Feprint of this work which allows us to attribute it to Nuthead

but we can be certain that it was printed in Maryland by the colophon

of a London edition printed in the same year (1689). Furthermore we
106

know that a copy was sent officially to London. Our second political

work followed a month after the first. Its title was The Address:of

{ |
the ReprgsentatiVes of their Majestyes Protestant Subjects, in the

Province of Mary-Land Assembled. To the Kings most Excellenct Majesty.

At the bottom of the title page it had the following notice: ''Maryland

printed by order of the Assembly at the Citty of St. Maryes August:

26th, 1689." A London reprint, however, definitely attributed the

107.
original printing to Nuthead. On Nuthead's death in 1695 his widow,

sorely stricken for momey, took over the press and became the colony's

second printer. She established herself at Annapolis which had succeeded

------------

Pt i e - McMurtrie, -op.eit:; p. 104,

106 The authority on this intricate matter is Lawrence C. Wroth, "The

St. Mary's City Press, A New Chronology of American Printing,"

The Colophon (1936), n.s., I, pp. 333-357. The definitive work

on Maryland printing is Wroth's A History of Printing in Colonial
Maryland, 1686-1776 (Baltimore, 1922) which contains a bibliography
of Maryland imprints. This work is indispensable to the student

of Maryland's colonial history. Two important general histories
are Maurice P. Andrews History of Maryland: Province and State
(Garden City, New York, 1929) and Charles A. Barker, The Background
of the Revolution in Maryland (Yale Historical Publications,
XXXVIII, 1940)..

107 A reprint of the tract is reproduced in part in Oswald, Printing

in the Americas, p. 91. The important title page is reproduced
in McMurtrie, History of Printing, II, p. 102. The further con-
. _.temporary evidence relating to Maryland printing is Summarized in
this latter work, p. 103, and the evidence which shows that Nuthead
was by no means free to print as he thouyght fit is summarized.in

to print granted to Dinah Nuthead. This is presented in part by

Oswald, op.cit., p. 92 and given more fully in Archives of Council
Proceedings, XX, p. 449.

......................

See also the very interesting licemse =~~~
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St. Mary's as the capital. Despite the fact that she was illitérate,
Dinah Nuthead was by no means unsuccessful and eventually acquired an
important place in the colony. However she printed for less than a
year and ceased to do so on her re-marriage.

The third printer was the young and energetic clerk to
the House of Burgesses, William Bladen, who sent away for his materials
and employed another young man, Thomas Reading, to do the actual
printing.lo8 No product of this press is known to us which carries a

date earlier than 1700. The first work which we have from the Bladen-

Reading press is The Necessity of an Early Religion, a printing of a

sermon delivered before the provincial assembly by the Rev. Thomas

Bray. Bladen clearly felt that the field of printing offered important

opportunities for advancing his own prestige as well as serving the

colony and it is of interest that a person of no mean stature should

involve himself in the trade. In 1700 the first edition 6f the Maryland

laws came from his press after Bladen had suggested in the lower house

that the printer of the laws should be subsidized by the various

counties that would be committed to taking one copy and paying the

) 109 L
printer two thousand pounds of tobacco for it. Bladen retired from

printing in 1700 and Reading continued sporadic business from that time
to 1713 when he died. On his death Evan Jones, a Welsh-American book-

seller, arranged for the printing of the colony‘sﬁlaws to be done at

‘..n.z ROV Mt _GKA AS. v WA B @ B B ® 0 e e @ . .

108 - The -petitiomr of Bladen and the reply of the Council are most
easily read in Oswald, op. cit., pp. 143-144. -

109 " 'One copy of these laws remdins extant and is housed in the -
Library of Congress. The sole copy of the Bray sermon is held
by the Maryland Historical Society. Photostats exist, however;
for example, in the possession of the New York Public Library.
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Philadelphia by Andréw Bradford. We know that John Peter Zenger peti-
tioned the assembly to print the colony's laws and it would seem that

he set up business in.Kent County, but we have mo record of any of his
productions. In 1721 or 1722 Zenger.left the colony and once again it~
was without a printer. The assembly endeavoured to attract ome but
with no great success until Thomas Bordley, who had arrangzﬁiin the
interim for the renewal of publication of the Debates and Proceedings
dffthe_legislature by Andrew Bradford, brought to the colony directly
110

from England anAexperienced'printer, William Parks.

The inability of the Maryland assembly itself to attract

an official printer, added to the experience of Parks, produced a much

more satisfactory arrangement. For the first time the duties and

salary of the public printer were fixed by law. However, even with Paeks
parnestly working towards some concrete agreement it took many months
before a settlement was reached. The crucial element in the delay was

the desire of the lower house of the assaembly to have its journals
-printedland.thé:dppbsition of the upper house to such a scheme. Some-
thing of a compromise resulted with the fulfillment by Parks in 1727

of his proposal made two years earlier to pubii%ﬁ'the laws of the province.

In that year he produced A Compleat Collection of the Laws of Maryland.

Parks represents a direct linkage between the provincial press of
England and that of her American colonies, for when in England he had

produced newspapers in both Ludlow and Reading and in 1727 he began

. —
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bl . The sumpary qf.the Life nf Parks presepted in Oswald, op.cit ., . . o o....._...
Pp. 94-98 is useful but the best account of this most important
figure is Lawrence C. Wroth, William Parks, Printer and Journalist
of England and Colonial America (Richmond, 1926).
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publishing the Maryland Gazette, the first newspaper in the colonies -

south of Pennsylvania. The paper was produced with gaps, notably from
March, 1731 to December, 1732, until November, 1734. The character of

the Maryland Gazette differed markedly from the great majority not only

of its contemporaries but also of those newspapers which succeeded it.

It was by no means content to publish mainly material obtained from

other papers. It is suspected that Parks had a scheme for regular
correspondence from abroad and there is no doubt at all that he per-
suaded a number of the most prominent men in the colony to write for

the newspaper. Thus, usually in the form of letters, his readers were
sprovided with informed,discussion of local affairs; especially colonial
politics, economics, and trade. Furthermore parks won a place for him-
self among the literary men of the colonmy by his readiness to print
their ideas. This group was led by Ebenezer Cook and Richard Lewis. In.

1728 he printed the translation by Lewis, titled_The MQuseeTraE, or the

Battle of the Cambrians and Mice, of the mock-heroic poem Muscipula,

sive Kambpomyomaxia written by Edward Holdsworth. This satire on the

Welsh must certainly have seemed quite an outlandish publication! Cooke's

&

satiric productions were more local in-character and added a tamg to

this remarkable flowering of culture in the relatively young colony.
The part played by Parks waS=of;major_importance and was by no means
narrow. In addition to being a printer he was also a bookbinder and

bookseller, and, by the vigour of his activities and the strength of his

- o= .
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character, he obgained quite an important position in the colony's
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society. In 1730 he opened a branch office in Williamsburg, Virginia,

but this gradually took the major portion of his interest and time.

This followed three years of haggling with the Virginia Assembly to whom
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. parks had offered his services as early as 1727 for the printing of the
- 111
colony's laws.
So dominant had his Virginia activities become to him
¢ that in 4737 Parks was reprimanded by the Maryland Assembly for vacilla-

tion in the printing of the laws passed at the previous session, and the

assembly also declared that the counties should not pay him unless they

ST LS R PR

received their copies of the laws within four months of the ending of
‘the session. Parks published the laws and very soon after left for
Williamsburg, moving his equipment from Annapolis with him. Maryland was
. once again without a printer.

" Proclamations were put out declaring this i;st fact and
within a year*Mdryland-foundué'shbstitute in the persoﬁ of Jonas Green,
a member of the illustrious NewxEngland'family of pripters. Jonas was
a grandson of the Samuel Green who had pioneered New England printing.
Jonas was born in Boston but learned the trade both at his father's
shop in New London and for some time with his brother, Timothy, at the
business of Kneeland and Green of Boston. By 1736 he was in Philadelphia
probably in the employ of;Benjamin;Franklin who seems to have encouraged
him to see what he could do in Maryland. In May, 1738 he became public
printer to the colony but the earliest work we have from his press dates

)

from the following year: é'Colleétion of the Governor's several

-SpeQChes, and the Addresses of each House and the Votes and Proceedings

‘of the Lower House. Such works were typical of his press which tended

b

to confine itself to its original purpose of printing for the colony's

v~‘,‘“..b'."~;i'.4._‘i_.‘-"ﬂ’—-' ----- LA I W O O A A A A B R &R s

111 See the American Weekly Mercury (Philadelphia) for July 15, 1731
for an advertisement by Parks that he was living in Williamsburg,
Virginia.
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government, a service for which Green received five hundred,ﬂbunds.é:
1
year as well as the cost of the paper. 12 In April, 1745 Green

established the second Maryland Gazette, a paper which he and members

of his family continued to print until 1839. In 1755 he printed a

revided edition of the colony's laws but this was overshadowed by the

massive labour entailed in the printing of Bacon's Laws of Maryland.

Bacon toiled for thirteen years in ifs compilation and Green took four
years over the printing, and, although ﬁhis was in part caused by delays
in the obtaining of materials, there can be no doubt that the achieve-
ment rightly ranks as one of'the.éréatest in American colonial book-
making. Green indeed was an ‘exceptionally fine printer and a man of
importance both in the town of Annapolis and in the colony of Maryland.
The. tradition and standards of Jonas Green did not, however, die with
him, and his widow and sons continued in the printing trade until the
nineteenth century. From 1758 to 1766 Green had William Rind as a

partner: Riﬁd'confined~his printing interests to the ndwspaper and in

,addition‘maghtained én important book-shop which served as the centre

of a circulating library established by him. The partnership came to
an: end when Rind responded to requests from a number of prominent
Virginians, including Thomas Jefferson, to move»to that province and
establish a rival press to the existing government-controlled one.

In much the same way as the centre of economic importance
shifted in Rhode Island from Newport to Providence, so in Maryland

Annapolis gave way to Baltimere. This change was accompanied by a

-~ .
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" similar one in printing, and the death of the older Jonas Green may be

112 Thomas, op.cit., II, p« 128-129.
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taken to mark this transition. After somewhat slow progress following

its survey in 1729 Baltimore grew rapidly im the decade following the S
Indian wars but was still expanding when Nicholas Hasselbach established

the first printing press in the town ;n 1765. Hasselbach was born in
Germany and came to Pennsylvania in 1749. He served as an apprentice

to Sower in Germantown and also learned the art of papermaking. 1In

1762 he entered into partnership with Anton Armbruster in Philadelphia,

then mé;ed in the following year to Chestnut Hill. 1Imn i765 he went to
Maryland where he was to stay for four or five years until his death

at sea. Only one specimen of his Maryland printing has survived namely,

A Detection of the Conduct and Proceedings of Messrs. Annan and

Henderson. . .at the Oxford Meeting-House April the 18th, Anno Domini

1764 which dealt with a dispute within the Presbyterian Church at Marshes

Creek, near Gettysburg.113

After the death of Hasselbach Maryland was without a
printer until the arrival of William Goddard in 1773 who in fact bought
from Hasselbach's widow the equipment left by her husband and thus solved
one of the perennial problems of colonial printers, the obtaining of
.equipment and‘its transfer to the place where the printing was to be done.114
‘Two. young men, Robert Hodge and Frederick Shober had sung loud their
4intehtioﬁ to print at Baltimore in 1772 but they do not seem to have

done any work and they quickly moved to New York. Another who tried was

Enoch Story Jr. but he did not begin work until 1774 and was unable to

PEPY gy
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113 See George W. McCreary, The First book printed in Baltimore-town.
Nicholas Hasselbach primter (Baltimere, 1903)}. .. ..o oo

114 A very interesting inventory of Green's equipment is reproduced
in McMurtrie, op.cit., Ch. XXVI, note 21, pp. 425-426.
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stand up againstithe resources, craftsmanship, and competition of Goddard.
Gohdard was an outstanding personality in colonial
America. We have already noticed his pioneering ventures in Providence,

. X
Rhode Island. He was responsible for the famous Constitutional Courant

printed at Woodbridge, New Jersey. From there he moved to Philadelbhia
where he became deeply involved with the anti-proprietary party for

whom he organized the Pennsylvania Chronicle and Universal Advertiser.

Quite clearly and with no hesitation it proclaimed itself a political

* newspaper supported by the Junta, the leading members of which provided
it with many -of its articles. Franklin, in England, did his share of
such writing. Openly opposéd to the existing proprietary form of govefn-
ment the paper represented to Goddard personally a means for an attack
upon the Crown in its administration of the-Amerigan colonies. Thus he
was one of the earliest to form a decidedly anti-Crown philosophy for
himself and to achieve a means for expressing his views. When Goddard
refused to print anti-proprietary "Letters'" but openly attacked England,
his éartners found his conduCt'unbearable'and as a result the financial
state of the paper became very acute. In February, 1774, Goddard sus-

pended its publication about six months after he established the Maryland

Journal and Baltimore Advertiser, the first newspaper in Baltimore's a
115
history.
Goddard was fortunate to have the skillful assistance of

his sister, Mary Katherine, to whom he turned over the operation of the

newspaper quite shortly after its commencement. This left him free to

115 There is no finer picture of Goddard than that presented in Wroth,
op.cit., pp. 119-127.
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116
devote himself to the great interest of his life, the postal system.

Goddard highlights the very cl&se associations which existed between
colonial printing and the postal system, a fact which is reflected in

the large number of colonial printers who were also postmasters.
Goddard's father had been postmaster at New London and his two masters,
James Parker and John Holt, had both been postmasters at New Haven.
Goddard in Providence and Philadelphia had been connected with tﬁﬁﬂger-
vice, and indeed had suffered injustice at its hands for his political
views. The British systed'was very inefficient and Goddard's desire

for an independent postal system had firm grounds,if one allowed that
competition between colony and mother country was acceptable. No such
allowance was possible, however, under the mercantilist theory of empire.
Goddard's ideas were yet another aspect of the growing tension between the
colonies and the mother country. He did more than have ideas; travelling
through the colonies, working vigovoously at laying out routes and hiring
postmasters and riders, his enterprise was supported by public subscrip-
tion at the important population centres. In short, it was part of the
general revulsion from British rule. It became patriotic to help in
"rescuing the Channel of public and private Intelligence from the horrid

Fangs of Ministerial Dependents: a Measure indispensably necessary in

116 The colonial postal system is a subject which has not received
sufficient retent attention. It is briefly summarised by McMurtrie,
op.cit., pp. 120-122. Other works which may be consulted are J. C.
Hemmeon, The History of the British Post Office (Cambridge, Mass.,
1912) and Howard Robinson, The British Post Office: A History
(Princeton, 1948) which has largely replaced the work of Hemmeon.
The British post office naturally served as the model for the
system established in the American colonies upon which the standard
work is still Wesley E. Rich, The History of the United States Post
Office to the Year 1829 (Cambridge, Mass., 1924). Pages 3-48 re-
late to the colonial period.
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the present alarming Crisis of American Affairs."n7 The dismissal of
Benjamin Franklin from his post of Deputy Postmaster General for political
reasons added another argument to Goddard's stock of opit;ions. Certalnly
he did not lack support, for by May, 1775, '"Goddard's Post offices," as
they were called, were in use from Massachusetts to Virginia’jr However,
both for reasons of finance and politics no such private system éould be
allowed to exist long and in July, 1775, the second Continental Congress,
short as it was of funds, adopted the system as the official postal system
of the newly proclaimed republic. By the en& of the year the British
system was defunct and the man who had brought about its downfall was
rightly disgusted at the unimportant agsignment he had received. Some-
time in 1776"'ngdard returned to his printing business in Baltimore.

The history of printing in ﬁaryland after 1775 is not our
present concern but the brushes which Goddard had with the authoritie_s'

are important and illuminating enough to warrant brief mention. In

February, 1777, Goddard published in the Maryland Journal two artif:l_es

advocating the continuation of hostilities against the British. They
stirred up considerable feeling a[nd the Whig Club of Baltimore gave
Goddard twenty-four hours in which to leave town. The printer turned
for protection to the Council of Safety at Annapolis, which referred his

case to the Maryland Assembly, then in session. The assembly condemned

117 Goddard in the Mag]:and Journal, July 2nd, 1774, dascpibed. . . .
| the success of his "Proposal for Establishing an American Post
Office, on constitutional Principles,’ which he declared '"hath
been warmly and generously patronized by the Friends of Freedom
in all the great Commercial Towns in the Eastern Colounies, where ___ .
ample funds are already secured, Postmasters and Riders engaged,
and, indeed, every necessary Arrangement made for the Reception of
the Southern mails, which, it is expected, will soon be extended
thither.'" Quoted in Wroth, op.cit., p. 132.
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the Whig Club which, not unnaturally, was ready to drop the matter, but
Goddard would not let it escape so lightly. He published a mocking

pamphlet The Prowess of the Whig Club, and the battle was renewed. Once

again the legislature suppo:ted the printer in the name of the sovereign
people and thus the freedom of the press was vindicated. In a second
incident involving support of General Charles Lee when he was court-
martialed, Goddard and his partner Eleazer Oswald, son-in-law of John
Holt and a soldier who had served with valour, again established the.

\ 118
right of freedom to print. Whilst Bradford and Zenger had opposed

_ constituted authority, Goddard undertook the more dlfficult task of

refusing to bow down to popular prejudices, and was victorious. Goddard
continued his activities in Maryland until 1793 when he returned to
Rhode Island where he lived until his death in 1817. His sister Mary
Katherine Goddard not only produced the newspaper during heér brother's
absence but raised it to a position where it was the equal of any
colonial newspaper. In addition she ran a book and statiomery storg-and
also accepted the position of Baltimore's postﬁaster under her brother's
confinental system.

The sgcond Baltimore newspaper was William Dunlap's

Maryland Gazette, which he produced at the same time that he brought out

the Pennsylvania Packet at Philadelphia. In 1778 his manager, James

Hayes Jnr., bought his plant and produced the newspaper from Annapolis,
but quite soon returned to Baltimore. In the closing years of the

eighteenth century Baltimore became the centre of a most flourishing
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printing trade. Printers were attracted from other colomies, particularly'

118 The conflict between Goddard and the Whig Club is well summarized
in Thomas, op.cit., II, pp. 135-138.
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Pennsylvania, and a large number of printing enterprises were begun.
Baltimo:e's first succeséful daily newspaper appeared in 1791 and after
a German printer, Mathias Bartgis, had set up a press at Frederick,
about forty-five miles from the Bay, other printers began to establish
business in locations away from the western shore of Chesapeake Bay
which the industry had hugged up to this time.’

Isaiah Thomas ﬁakes an important point concerning the
his tory of printing in Virginia in a most succinct manner: '"This colony
was the first British settlement in America; but it is not the oldest in
printing. . . . _Printing was not Cburted, and it wéﬁldlseem not desired,

| 11
till many years after the establishment of the province." ? After the

119 Thomas, op.cit., II, p. l4l1. Of course the statement that William
Parks was the colony's first printer has been proven incorrect by
more modern research.

On the history of printing in Virginia the massive work of Earl G.
Sweym is important. Entitled '"A Bibliography of Virginia' it was
published in the Bulletin of the Virginia State Library, (1915)

- VIII, pp. 35-767; (1917) X, pp. 1-1404; (1919) X1I, pp. 1l-71.
Part II deals completely with books printed after the colonial
period, Part I covers the period from the first printing to the
first decade of the twentieth century. Part III is confined to
government documents printed in the colonial era. The work is
particularly valuable for the correspondence of colonial printers
included in it. Lawrence C. Wroth's biography of William Parks
and his history of Maryland printing throw great light upon the
earlier days of Virginia printing. A convenient summary is
Douglas C. McMurtrie, The Beginniqgg of Printing in Virginia (Lex-
ington, Virginia, 1935).

The connection between printing activities and the cultural
dominance exercised by Virginia has not been fully explored, nor
has the complementary fact of the lead taken by the colony in the
development of revolutionary attitudes. The standard works on
the history of colonial printing should be used in close con-
junction w¥th ®uci™studies of colonial cultdT® a¥ Touis B. Wright,
The Cultural Life of the American Cclonies, 1607-1763 (New York,
1957) esp. pp. 165-172. Louis B. Wright, The Atlantic Frontier
(New York, 1951), Thomas J. Wertenbaker, The Founding of American
Civilization: The Qld South (New York, 1942), (This footnote

is continued on the following page.)




e o 3 e e N Y PR Y R R R TR TR A R SO AR P R S BRI PRI TS R R S SR 7‘%" ff‘?’@ L, -»1’ %ﬁ "‘;‘-‘\‘7&

119

digastrOus start made by William Nuthead there was no printing in the
colony again until William Parks set up his press at Williamsburg in
1730. 1t is indicative of.the fact that Maryland was the printing centre
of alllcolonies south of Pennsylvania, that Parks had been successful
there before he became Virginia's first permanent printer. The point

is further emphasized when it.is recailed that as early as 1690 the
absolute prohibition on printing in Virginia had been modified. Lord
Howard had been instructed that ''No printer's press is to be uégﬁ'ﬁith-
.out the Governor's leave first obtained." Before arriving in America

in 1726 Parks had printed at Ludlow, Hereford, and Reading, England.

We have already dealt with his early activities in Maryland
and found reasbn to agree that he '"brought a new dignity to the public
- press of Maryland and did much to establish the prestige of the printing
trade in the colonies."120 As McMurtrie points out, Maryland and

Virginia returned services: when Nuthead left Virginia to become

Maryland's first printer the Old Dominion was without a printer, and

when Parks left Maryland for Virginia Maryland was without a press. For
a time, as we have already seen, Parks served both colonies as public
printer, receiving a salary from each--"accommodations of this sort were
not unusual in provinces south of Cemmecticut, during the infancy of

| 121 5
printing." Parks returned to England in 1730, almost certainly to

119 (Continued from the preceding page.)

Wertenbakg;_g,Thﬁ Planters of ggionial Virglnla SPrinceton, 1922)
and Wright's The First Gentlemen of Virginia (Sam Marino, California,
swiint ion v = e 1948) glve interesting pidtures ofmthess wha.s: pportedaand 38l the awee - ..

services of the colony's printers to the' greatest extent.

120 McMurtrie, op.cit., p. 279.

121 Thomas, op.cit., II, pp. 142-143. The salary paid to Parks is
discussed by McMurtrie, op.cit., p. 282.
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obtain equipment for his Virginia office and in the following year he
moved his home to Williamsburg. His first three Virginia printings

were the laws of the colony, The "New Virginia Tobacco-Law" and The

Dealers Pocket Companion. Among the other works which Parks issued in

1730 was the first work on the art of printing to be published in the

British North American colonies, Typographia: An\Ode, on Printing.

Inscrib'd to the Honourable William Gooch, Esq; The most important

product of the Parks press was his collection of the laws of Virginia
which appeared in 1733"7,"4five y'ears»after a committee 6f revisioh ﬁéd been
set up and probably three years after printing had begun on the project.

It bore the title A Collection of all the Acts of Assembly, Now in Force,

in the Colony of Virginia. The amount of work which Parks published

from his Virginia office in the first seven years of the 1730's demon-
stzates clearly the need of a printer in the colony, his own great
industry, and the juctice of the claim of the Maryland Assembly that he
was neglecting ﬁis work in its colony. In August, 1736, Parks founded

the first newspaper in Virginia, the Williamsburg Virginia Gazette which

he printed until his death in 1750.122 His assistant, William Hunter,
continued to print the paper for some months and then re-established it
under the same title in January, 1751. Hunter carried through the rest
‘c.)f the work left outstanding by Parkswand in his turn was appointed
public printer for Virginia. In addition he became deputy postmaster-

general with Benjamin Franklin, for all the American colonies, a post he
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Thomas, op.cit., II, pp. 143-145, concluding with the statement
derived from a newspaper report that "Thus it is obvious that a
free press is, of all things, the best check and restraint on
wicked men and arbitrary magistrates."
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received through the influence of a relative who was paymaster to the
British forces in North America. Little is known of Hunter exéept that
he served the printing needs of Virginia until his death in 1761 and
that he has acquired posthumous fame as the publisher of George
Washington's first printed works.

- Hunter's foreman, Joseph Royle, took over on his death,

managing the newspaper, doing the public printing, and continuing the

series of Virginia Almanacks which had been begun by Parks and continued

by his successor. In 1765 Hunter turned over the management of the

virginia Gazette to Alexander Purdie and in the following year he died,

even before the younger Hunter, whose interest he had committed himself

123
to maintain, had reached his majority.

Alexander Purdie was one of the first Scottish printers
to come to America. He continued the Williamsburg business for the
benefit of steph Royle's widow, Hunter's som, and himself. When Mrs:
'qulé married John Dixon, Purdie took him into partnership. Although
this took place in June, 1766 the earliest imprint we possess which ’
holds both their names dates from 1769 and was in fact the Virginia

Almanadk for that year. It would seem however, that Purdie (and probably

his partner) had continued to print the almanacs between 1766 and 1769.

The partnership of Purdie and Dixon continued in effect until 1774 when

Purdie broke away and founded his own Virginia Gazette. From 1776 to

1778 Purdie served as public printer at the not inconsiderable salary

- - -

of six hundred pounds a year. In 1777 his budget for printing the laws

v.'
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123 William Hunter, Jnr., came of age about the time of the beginning
of the War for Independence but being of Loyalist persuasion he
joinmed the British and eventually left the colonies as a pensioner
of the British government.
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came to about two thousand pounds and in the following year it reached

the figure of two thousand and eight hundred pounds. He died in 1799.

‘When Purdie went off to form his own Virginia Gazette

the older paper was continued by John Dixon who took William Hunter Jnr.
into partnership. They produced the newspaper from 1775 until the close
of 1778 when Hunter joined the British army. Dixon revived the paper
‘.Jin 1779 and 1780 and in this second yeaf he moved the press to Richmond,
thus bringing the first printing establishment to that town. Indeed
Virginia, rather like Maryland, had suffered some constriction in its
printiné activit;gs. Until 1766 the office which Parks had established
at Williamsburg was the only one of its type in the colony. Government
control of this press angered some of the opposition gentry to the point
where they decided to look for a rival. Thomas Jefferson wrote to Isaiah
Thomas in July, 1809 thus "I do not know that the publication of news-
papers was ever prohibited in Virginia. thil the beginning of our
revolutionary &;sputes, we had but one press, and that having the whole
business of the government, and no competitor for public favor, nothing
disagreeable to the govermor could be got into it. We procured Rindwto
come from Maryland to publish a free paper."124
Rind was born at Annapolis in 1733 and was Maryland'g

first native born printer. Apprenticed to Jonas Green, he became Green's

partner in the publication of the Maryland Gazette and thus gained

valuable experience for his Virginia venture. 1In May, 1766 he established

r——

a rival Virginia Gazette at Williamsburg. He continued im-business until
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124  Thomas, op.cit., II, p. l48. Jefferson meant of course by a '"free"
newspaper one just as dedicated to revolutionary views as the
Parks-founded publication was to the government. Yet no one can
deny that Parks had been a pioneer in the establishment of the
principle that the printer was free to print what he thought fit,
regardless of whom he favoured.




British and his press taken away to be used on board the flagship

'during the last part of the century resembles that of Maryland in that

were established at Charlottesville, Winchester, Lynchburg, Staunton,

‘developments in printing, and indeed the first press in the colony came

123

¢

his death in August; 1773, establishing in this period a rival set of_
Virginia almanacks. The only other press whicﬁ‘was set up in Virginia
prior to the outbreak of war was that of William Duncan at Norfolk.

Duncan founded the Virginia Gazette or, Norfolk Intelligencer in this

the largest town in Virginia, but left the firm after about six months.
John Hunter Holt took over as publisher with Robert Gilmour as his -

printer but within four months he was to see the town invaded by the

"Dunmore.' Failing to captu}e Holt, the British imprisoned on board

ship Cumming, the local bookbinder. The history of printing in Virginia

its most marked feature is a much increased activity which breaks down

the geographical concentration of printing. Thus in Virginia presses

Leesburg and Fincastle (in the Blue Ridge Mountains) before the close
of the century in addition to those established before the outbreak of
war Qith Britain.

The scanty population of North Carolina and its scattering
across the terrain ;;oduced a situation unfavourable to large scale
into use only one year before the middle of the eighteenth century.125

In 1709, almost sixty years after the first settlement in North Carolina

125 The situation in North Carolina is given with citations of all the

recent liTérature in Chapter IV of Zawrence i. Gipson, The Southern R
Plantations (New York, 1960) which is volume II in the multi-

____ . volume series The British Empire before the American Revolutiom.
pages 103-110 are particularly important -for-the-peiat made here..................
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the most important town was described as consisting of ''about twelve
houses!'126 The most important problem in terms off printing was, of
course, the furnishing of public copies of the colony's laws. This ’l
matter had been under periodic consideration from about the first decade
of the century but no positive action was taken until 1740 when a group
of legislators arranged for William Parks in Williamsburg to print A

True: and Faithful Narrative of the Proceedings of the House of Burgesses

of North-Carolina. A committee was appointed in 1746 to inquire into the
possibility of printing the acts of the assembly and in the same yeaf
the urgency of a perennial colonial problem led to amother printing at

Williamsburg. Wallace Borden arranged for the publication of An Address

To the Inhabitants of North Carolina: occasioned By the difficult Cir-

cumstances the Government seems to labour under, for Want of a Medium,

127
or something in lieu of Money.

The revision of the laws ';.-n_as completed in 1749 and this |
gave an Opportunit); for the first printing on North Carolina soil. 1In
April, 1749 the assembly passed an act which decided the terms under
which James Davis was to set up a press at New Bernm, his salary to be
paid by a levy of fourpence on all taxpayeré. We know little of his =
background but it is very probable that he came from Virginia and that he
had served an apprenticeship with William Parks. Certainly it wbuld be

in keeping with the influential position of Parks that ome of his

apprenticae.shguld be called upon to establish printing in a neighboring

caet D e ad ad

127 This is reprinted in William K. Boyd, Some Eighteenth Century
Tracts Concerning North Carolina (Raleigh, N.C., 1927).
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colony in much the same way as that other great printer Behjamin Franklin

sgnt'his apprentices, sometimes on request sometimes not, to bring

brinting to places outside Philadelphia. Davis officially began work for

the colony in Jﬁne, 1749 and, like so many other of the pioneer prinmters
%

in the southern colonies, there was sufficient official work to keep him

very busy. His first job may well have been the printing of currency

| ~ 128 |
for the province. The first North Carolina imprint was the Journal of

the House of Burgesses for the session held between September and

129
October, 1749. The original purpose for which Davis had been brought

to North Carolina was fulfilled when~he printed in 1751 the revision of
the colony's laws which had been made, at the request of the assembly,
under the direction of Samuel Swann. Davis established a newspaper,.
the North-Carolina Gazette,in July, 1751 and thus further aided in the

important task of disseminating news and official information.lBo The

paper was continued until 1759 when it was suspended. Davis produced a

sequel, the North Carolina Magazine,which appeared for about four years -

when the printer returned to his original title and used this until the

closing of the paper by the war in 1778.

For the most part, colonial printers were, as we have

seen, men of exceptionally independent minds, and, in situations where

128 This suggestion is made by McMurtrie, op.cit., p. 340.

129 Very important research was dome on this journal and other con-
temporary work and revealed in McMurtrie: The First Twelve Years

-=w2f Printing in North.Carcling (Raleigh, N.C., 1933), reprinted
from the North Carolina Historical Review (1933), X, pp 214-234.

—lry L g ST B ) N S e T

130 Thomas claimed that Davis set up his press in 1754 or 1755 and
dated the first edition of the paper from the latter date. See
Thomas, op.cit., II, pp. 150-1. McMurtrie, Brigham, and other
modern authorities have disproved this statement.
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they were not only public Apri.nters but also hardly faced with rivals it
was not an easy matter to maintain harmony with legislatures and councils
which were themselves travelling through increasingly disturbed political
waters. Although Davis served as public printer in North Carolina from
the time of his appointtnent to the time of his retirement (about 1782)
his relations with his 'employers' were by no means uniformally cordial.
He had only been in the colony three years when he was fined by the
assembly for neglecting his official printing and although his contract
was renewed in 1754 and at three yearly intervals until 1760, in 1762

an attempt was made to attract Alexander Purdie from Virginia to serve

as official printer. Two years later there was a more serious attempt

to depose him. The post had become a matter of politics, a subject of
dispute between governor and council on the one hand and the lower

house of the assembly on the other. In the course of this controversy
the latter declared that '"We the Assembly of thls Province therefore to

guard the Liberties of the Subject and our indubitable Rights Do Resolve

that we know no such Office as his Majesty's Printer of this Province and .

of no Duties, Fees, or Emoluments annexed or incident to such Office

and that the said appointment is of a new and unusual nature unknown to
our laws, and is a violent stretch of Power."13l As usual when their
pockets were touched the members of a colonial legislature were quick to
regard it as an infringement of their liberties. When the governor
officially appointed Andrew Steuart of Philadelphia, the house reappointed

P acdiaad

Davis and declared that Steuart should collect no fees from governor or

AR AR WP e~ . W - -l e w e,

 council without concurrence of the assembly. Steuart, however, did not

131 Quoted in McMurtrie, History of Printing, II, p. 344.
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withdraw and established the colony's second press at Wilmington. A
further attempt to replace Davis in 1777 was also unsuccessful and when

he eventually retired in 1781 he was succeeded by his son, Thomas. James

Davis, after his removal to North Carolina, lived continuously in New

Bern and held many public appointments, including that of representative
in the colonial House of Burgesses, \\f\irstly for his town and then for
the county. Thomas Davis moved his ;:ther's printing equipment from New
Bern to Halifax in 1782, thus founding the third place of printing in
the province.

Andrev Steuart was an Irishman who had settled in Philadel-
phia and there ran a bookshop as well as working as a printer. Im 1761

he moved to Lancaster but got into a dispute and was very ready to

accept Governor'Dot;bs's invitation to come to North Carolina. Im October,

! 1764 he commenced publickgtion of the Wilmington North-Carolina Gazette

but had to discontinue it in 1766 for lack of readers, this despite the
fact that his arrival in Wilmington had coincided with its becoming the
seat of government. Steuart seems to have stopped printing at least by
1767 and after his avariciousness had prevented a sale of his equipment
to Isaiah Thomas, the town was left without a printer. Adam Boyd, son
of a Presbyterian minister and possessing no practical knowledge of

printing, bought Steuart's equipment after his death and with the help

of one assistant began the Cape-Fear Mercury in October, 1769. 1t

appeared intermittently and usually contained many inaccuracies. As

Thomas commented: "It has been said, that_he posseséed some classical

- tm———

knowledge, which is not improbable; but, his printing was certainly,

- 132
that of an unskilful workman." These were all the printing presses

132 Thomas, op.cit., II, p. 152.
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E founided in ‘the colony prior to 1775 but, just as Maryland and Virginia

% did, No:ttharoiina-expgriéQCed:aréomparhtIVe spate of printing activity
: o o . 133

% in the last part of the eighteenth century. Robert Keith established
%

‘a new North-Carolina Gazette at New Bern in 1783 and in 1787 this was

taken over by his French apprentice, Francis Xavier Martin. 1In 1785

Abraham Hodge and his partner Blan?hard began the State Gazette of o

T DT S € AR R Y. AP AN,

North-Carolina at New Bern. Printing also took place at Fayetteville,

Edenton, Halifax, Wilmington, Hillsboro, Séliébu;y, Raleigh--which became
the capital of the.state-aahd;Lfncolntbn{fbefﬁre‘tﬁejcéntﬁry»camevtd a
close.

‘South Carolina in early colonial times was, as ‘is well
known, a region of great estates with none of that urban and business
concentration which would attract a printer and provide him with a
living. The arrival of printing in 1731 was a result of government need

wvhich in time was buttressed by the prosperity of the province. In

133 See McMurtrie, History of Printing, II, pp. 351-365. Stephen B.
Weeks, The Press of North Carolina in the Eighteenth Century
(Brooklyn, N.Y., 1891). Charles C. Crittenden, North Carolina
Newspapers before 1790 (Chapel Hill, N.C., 1928).

134 See Lawrence H. Gipson, The Southern Plantations, Ch. V. for a com-:
prehensive survey of conditions in colonial South Carolina.
Contemporary descriptions by Governor James Glen and Dr. George
Milligen-Johnston are readily available in Colonial South Carolina,
Ed. Chapman J. Millin (Columbia, South Carolina, 1951). '
Robert L. Meriwether, The Expansion of South Carolina, 1729-1765
(Kingsport, Tenn., 1940) is also very important for the point made
here. Charleston as a cultural centre receives treatment in
Frederick P. Bowes, The Culture of Early Charleston (Chapel Hill,

T—— =~ N.C., 1942). » S
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1719 South Carolina came unde;: the ru’l_e._ of the British crown and almost
immediately an afténipt was made to find a printer for the colony.
Further attempts were made in 1722 and 1724, and finally in 1731 not !,o‘ne.
but three printers were attrac-t,éd: by ﬁ-hé ‘thousand pounds i:on‘us offered N
McMurtrie has:.dLSCOVEre,d four documents which are the earliest extant
South ¢ar-o’;ina' imprints; each one deals with the same topic--the survey
of the land of the colony and its grant under quit-x:ent:s.l35

The first printer in South Carolina was George Webb and
this brief statement is almost exhaustive of our knowledge of him. We
know little of who he was or where he came from, but we are certain that:
-ihé_ did not print in the colony after 1,7}32,136 The post of public printer
was now sought by two rivals, Thomas: Whi tmar's_t;_\;,and Eleazer Phillips, Jr.,
who quite naturally established. their businesses in Charleston. Since
neither had the public appointment and were therefore ‘neither hampered
by the obligation to primt official documents in preference to commercial
work mor able to depend upon a certain and qui'.te 'i'ucr.at'ivei source of

income, it is not surprising that each started a newspaper almost

immediately. Whitmarsh established the south-Carolina Gazette in

January, 1732 and Phillips the Sout'h-'Clarolfi:n:a_Week_ll_Jour"na'-l at about

the same time. Yet neither felt he could do without the income which

135 These were discovered by Douglas McMurtrie and discussed by him in
Four South Carolina Imprints of 1731, together with Complete
Facsimilies of these Imprints (Chicago, 1933.

I .. 136 . Thamas, ap.cit., IT._p. 153 quotes from the Barbadoes Mercury and
the Boston Weekly Rehearsal of October 16th, 1732 and December

w— s s ransssnsieisne e bhs - 2330 ceepastivaly. that a8 a resnlg of a_great epjdemic "of
the three Printers that arrived there, for the sake of the 10061 """
Carolina Currency offered by the government; ther is but one left,
and he that received the premium is one that is lately dead."

For Webb's possible antecedents see McMurtrie, op.cit., Ppp. 310-12.
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could be obtained from the position of public printer and during January,
.1732 they showered their petitions;UPOntthe.aséembly. A suggestion that
each should submit a specimen of his work for comparison was not carried
out and in February, 1732 Phillips received a contract to print tﬁe
Qﬁit-Rent’Roll law. Phillips died, however, in July, 1732 and Whitmarsh
became not only official printer but also possessed of a printing
monopoly within the colony. It is interesting to note that Whitmarsh,
‘who'had7béenisupported by no lésS'ajperson,than Kenjamin Frankl1?r had-
to wait until the death of his rival to .acquire the position which had
originally attracted him to the colony. He had been favoured by the 
governor and council but the desire .of the lower house to have Phillips.
appoint:azhad prevaiLed; Whitmarsh himself was to die in September,
1733, but prior to that da;é_hé-had‘pninted-fivefqr,Six_iﬁémS'ip;addition
to his newspaper and had even ambitiously pfqpos;; a printing of the
colony's laws, but found an insufficient number of subscribers.

‘The deéath of Whitmarsh meant that the_‘Cha‘rles‘ton enter-

prise reverted to Franklin who sent another of #is apprentices, Louis

Timothee, to take up the task. Timothée<rﬂrestablished'thegSoy:h#CarOLfng
Gazette in February, 1734 and as early as April was proposing a pniptingv
of the colony's laws. ‘Sﬁbécriptions»we?e slow in arriving and Timothy }
(as he now called himgelf) demanded and obtained from the assembly a
guarantee of the sale of three hundredfcopies; ‘His original proposal

was to print four hundred copies for which the paper would cost two

e eeseennees - thausand pounds,. making clear.why he asked the assembly to sybsidize him . .. .. . ... ...

to the extent of half this sum. The first volume of the laws appeared
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for sale in 1736, the second in the following year. After he had
been kept busy in the performance of this major work in addition to his

newspaper and the printing of separate acts of the assembly periodically,

Timothy found himself in the middle of a controversy brought about by

. the small pox epidemic which hit Charleston in 1738. The columns of

his newspaper were filled for a time with the disputes between advocates
of inoculation and its oppoﬂents; but when Timothy ruled out the dig-
cussion on the grounds that his readers were tired of reading about it,
the coﬁtending doctors were forced to utilize pamphlets for the expression
of their views. This extremely interesting use of pamphleteering could
not lose Timothy much profit, for he remained Charleston's only printer
until his death in December, 1738.

With almost no loss of time Timothy's business was con-
tinued by his widow, who, to Franklin's relief, turnmed out to be a far
more efficient and careful business partner than her husband. She
printed in her son's name and then he, reaching his majority a year or
two later, printed for himself. Quite soon he found himself in diffi-
culties for he was arrested for publishing a letter by Hugh Bryan which
a?tacked the South Carolina clergy for their laxity. ‘Bryan and George

Whitefield were arrested at the same time but none of the three was

137 A facsimile of the title page is reproduced in McMurtrie, History
of Printing, p. 139.
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held long. In March, 1746 Timothy again found trouble for himself by

publishing a letter opposing Governor James Glen's Sunday blue laws

but on this occasion also no serious result or:c:urx:ed.w9 Generally the
Gazette and its printer led an uneventful career down to 1772. Timothy
corresponded with Benjamin Fran;clin and from this as well as other
sources we know of the tribulations which he had to encounter in the 7
continuation of his work. First among these was llaf.ck of labour, for
Timothy found difficulty in obtaining apprentices and even more
difficulty in keeping them.lao At no time was a ready supply of paper
easily obtainable but during the years of the French and Indian wars

this problem became even more serious. During 1757, for example, the
Gazette was published fortnightly because of a shortage of paper. 1In
May, 1772, Timothy took into pa:étnership Thomas Powell and Edward

l;ughes. However, Hughes died in July of the same year and Powell only
worked with Timothy until Novembef. Powell was imprisoned for publishing

a report of proceedings in the upper house of the assembly (the council)

in the Gazette of August 26, 1773 and his case became the subject of a

138 The impact made by Whitefield is vividly described by Thomas,
op.cit., II, pp. 156-157: ''This celebrated itinerant preacher,
when he visited America, like a comet, drew the attention of all
classes of people. The blaze of his ministration was extended
through the continent, and he became the common topic of conversa-
tion from Georgia to Newhampshire. All the newspapers were filled
with paragraphs of information respecting him, or with peices of
animated disputations pro or con; and, the press groaned with
pamphlets written in favour of, or against, his person and minis-
try. In short, his early visits to America excited a great and
general agitation throughout the country, which did not wholly
subside when he returned to Europe."

Carolina (Charleston, S. Carolina, 1882), pp. 19-20.

140 See McMurtrie, 'The Correspondence of Peter Timothy, Printer of
Charlestown, with Benjamin Franklin,'" South Carolina Historj¢al
and Genealogical Magazime (1934). XXV, pp. 123-129, -
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fight between the upper and lower houses. So serious did this dispute
become that it was carried before the king through the colony's
London agent. However, two years later, at the commencement of the war,
the matter had still not been settled.141 Timothy, althpugh in failing
health, decided that it would be wiser to print under his own name
which he did from November, 1773.until the paper's demise because of 
war‘conditions in December, 1775. Timothy was a staunch supporter of
the revolutionary cause and after priating in Charleston during the
first years of the newly inaugurated state, he was captured by the
British and imprisoned at St. Augustine. He was drowned at sea in
1782. Peter Timothy's mother had died in 1757 but his widow, Ann
Donovan Timothy, took up publishing and in 1785 became state printer.
The son, Benjamin Franklin Timothy, took ovgt affairs after his mother's
death in 1792 and maintéined the Gazette (which underwent several modi-
fications in its title) until 1802.

After some seeking South Carolina received, as we have
seen, more than it needed in the person of printers. However, after
the rush of 1731 no other printer came to the colony until 1758. 1In

August, 1757, Robert Wells opened a bookstore in Charleston and in

November of the following year commenced publication of the South-

Carolina Weekly Gazette. The actual printing was done by a fellow Scot,

George Bruce, and this partnership lasted until 1760, possibly a little

141 The primary source of information on this case is Thomas, op.cit.,
11, pp. 161-168. The importance of the case is better demon-
strated by Bdward MeCrady, The History 2f Sguth Carelina under _ |
the Royal Government, 171941776 (New York, 1899), pp. 715-723 '
and W. R. Smith, South Carolina as a Royal Province, 1719-1776
(New York, 1903), pp. 389-393.




e o ot A ST ANTSA P 38 S AL 1 0 37 NS 2 el Somm ' i A ol el om0 oo o S T R T

x | - | | 13

longer. Wells took Bruce's brother David into partnership‘for a year or

so after which Wells published the paper on his own. In 1775 he turned
the paper over to his son, John, and returned to England where he spent
the rest of his life. Isaiah Thomas, having been foiled by Andrew

} 142
Steuart in North Carolina, worked for Wells during 1769 and 1770.

AR T M,
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From 1771 to the outbreak of the revolutionary war Wells was*gssisted _

by another Scot, Alexander Aikman, who left America im 1775 or 1776

143
and became one of Jamaica's principal printers.

TR NI SRR

The political views of John Wells differed from those of

p his father, for on the latter's departure from the colony the newspaper

R P S S R TR A

assumed a distinctly revolutionary tonme. It reverted to its loyalist

FANE e

é spirit in the second half of 1781 and throughout 1782 when John's younger

brother, br. William Charles Wells, managed the paper which he called

B B e NG e

the Royal @Gazette, although continuing to print it under his brother's

A3
;

name. When the British evacuated Charleston late in 1782, Dr. Wells

moved the equipment and a pressman to St. Augustine, East Florida,
which had become a refuge for Loyalists. The newspaper was continued

there as the East-Florida Gazette and was published by William Wells

until his brother's return. John's visit to his father in England seems
to have somewhat altered his political views for whilst William returned

to England to continue in the practice of medicine, John moved the press

ST TR R A

to Nassau in the Bahamas and established there the Royal Bahama Gazette.

142 The sketch which Thomas was able to give as a result of his per-.
sonal_knowledge may be found ip op.cit., II, pp. 158-59, 369-70 7

143  McMurtrie, op.cit., p. 328 declares that Aikman assisted Bruce
from 1751 and follows this statement by declaring that Aikman
was born in July, 1755! Aikman was indeed borm in 1735 not 1755
which would be necessary for McMurtrie's first statement to be
correct.

i, .
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An apprentice who gave Peter Timothy a great deal of
trouble, Charles Crduch, opened his own printing establishment when

Timothy temporarily suspended publication of his paper during the Stamp

Act crisis. Crouch's paper was given the title of the South-Carolina

Gazette; and Country Journal to avoid the over-worked title of the

"South Carolina Gazette'' and yet benefit from the legal provision that
certain advertisements were to be ''inserted in the South-Carolina
Gazette."um For the eight years of its existence his paper was in
itself a satisfactory source of income to Crouch. The reason for this
somewhat unusual circumstance was that, having been established to up-

hold revolutionary attitudes, ''the general opposition of the colonies

to the stamp act, induced the public to patronize the Gazette. It

immediately gained a list of respectable subscribers, and a full pro- .
145 '

portion of advertising customers." Crouch was drowned on a coast-

wise voyage in August, 1775, and his widow--like so many other bereaved

wives of colonial printers--decided to carry on the business. When

Charleston was besieged in 1780 the indomitable woman took ship with
her press and types for Salem, Massachusetts, and in 1780 commenced
publication of the Salem Gazette. 1In the autumn of that year she moved

to Rhode Island, her birthplace, but again moved to Charleston, South

R SN G (LT

Carolina, where she lived until her death in 1818. Until 1782 Charleston

had been the only place in the colony where printing was practiced but
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its occupation by the British brought about printing in other
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S 164~ This Ec;'ixﬁt’"is— made by "I‘"hbil;a's’,“.c;gi.cit., II, p. 371, McMurtrie,
op.cit., p. 331 incorrectly gives the title as South-Carolina
Gazette; and County Journal.
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145 Thomas, op.cit., II1, p. 371.
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locations. Having traced the history of printing in South Carolina

" while it remained a British colony, we return to our first comment
éhat iﬁ; rurai nature worked agaipst a rapid advance in printing.
Georgia was the last of the thirteen colonies to be
organized and the last to receive a printer, a fact which was, as in
the case of South Carolina, reflective of its remoteness. lNot sur-
prisingly, one printer held a monopoly in the period of colonial status.
Chartered in 1732, Georgia became a royal province in 1753, but there
was no printing there until nine years later. In the period between
1755 when the first general assembly met and the first printing in the
province, the majority of the laws were left in manuscript whilst a
féew were printed by Peter Tiitbthy at Charleston. In 1762 the Commons
House investigated, through a committee, the cost of '"Publishing the
several laws Proclamations &c necessary to inform the several officers
and others whom it may concern, of the Duties required therein."147 We.
should notice that in this case égain the initiative for the first
printing in a colony came from tgg‘ldwer house of its assembly. Resolu-
tions concerning the bringing of a printer to the province passed through

the house rapidly and these specifically appointed James Johnston

"tately arrived in this province from Great-Britain, recommended as a

146 It is important to remember that Charleston rose. with startling
rapidity to a position where as a year-round centre it could
be pre-eminent in the cultural life of the colonies south of
Pennsylvania. See Lawrence H. Gipson, The Southern Plantations

e o ANeM York, 1960), _rp 144-148  Qne of the few studies of a colonial

newspaper is Hennig Cohen, The South Carolina Gazette, 1732-1775
(CO-L‘éEbiﬁ-,--S;C. ’ 1953) . - —— -— _——

147 Motion of the House, February 3rd, 1762, reprinted in McMurtrie,
History of Pringing, p. 367.
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| peféon bred to and well skilled in the art and mystery of printing,"
as the official printer, to set up his business in Savannah, and to be
guaranteed a salary of a hundred pounds for each of four years. Two
years were allowed for him to obtain the necessary equipment, but within
a year he was ready to commence business. At least as early as March,

1763, he was printing official documents and in April of the same year

the first issue of his newspaper, the Georgia Gazette made its appearance.
It was produced with only ome interruption--from November 21, 1765 to
May: 21, 1766, occasioned by ;he stamp duty--for thirteen years.

Johnston was probably é Scotsman but we know little of
where he learned the art of printing or when he came to America. He
served a colony which in its earliest days was of a more heterogeneous
character with respect to its population than any other, yet produced a
newspaper which differed little from its counterparts in the other
twelve éolonies.148 The-Gazette carried the official news aq@ those
extracts from the laws which the authorities desired to be printed.
Johnston in addition operated a sizeable bookstore, stocking the serious
literature of the eighteenth century (mainly by English writers) and the
Ancie;t Ciassics as well as a "stationary' store which kept supplies of
writing materials andlegal forms for the convenience of local business.
In accord with the close ties which he had with the colonial government,

Johnston suspended publication of his newspaper when his readers refused

to subscribe to the new price necessary whilst the Stamp Act was in

S i A N A e <A e W a W e <ol - . at r cOEEERS
sessmTToTeestees [48° " Yee McMurtrie, The First Printifig 1nmE%orgTh“(Metuchenf‘NfJf;'1928), — ¢

McMurtrie, ''James Johnston, First Printer in the Royal Colony of

Georgia," Transactions of the Bibliographical Society of America
- (1929), n.s. XVI, pp. 73-80. McMurtrie, "Pioneer Printing in

Georgia,' Georgia Historical Quarterly (1932), Xvi, pp. 77-113.
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operation. Jjohnston's contract was due to expire in 1767--another reason
for caution on his part--and prior to this he negotiated a new agreement
with the government. Naturally this did not guarantee a salary so
generous as his first contract but rather left room for yearly payments
on the basis of his printing bills.

In 1774 Johnston briefly found himself in the odd positiom
of printing for both the incipient revolutionary party and the governor
and his council, but there can be no doubt whatsoever that Johnston and
his family were strongly loyalist. Indeed, after the administration of
affairs was taken over by the Council of Public Safety, Johnston was
'investigated' (January, 1776). For the rest of 1776 and until March,
1778, we have no knowledge of him or his printing. When the Gazette
ceased to be printed in February, 1776, printing inh the state ceased
altogether and it seems probable that he refused to print for the revolu-
tionary govefnment. The next printing of which we know was the work of
William Lancaster for whom the government seems to have bought the
necessary types and equipment. Wheﬁ the British resumed comntrol in
Georgia late in 1778, printing was begun again, almost certainly by

Johnston. Certainly by August, 1779 the Royal Georgia Gazette was

bearing the old imprint, "P‘ri.nted by James Johnston." 1In 1783 the quiet,

unpretentious man, unpossessed of any Jpolitical amibitions whatsoever

/ﬁt =r

yet the victim of political and milinar;’ upheavals, returned to serve

again as Georgia's public printer. //

© e
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A CONCLUDING WORD | 7

Ay

-

The American’;evelopment of printing in the colonial
period was both directly and indirectly of the greifgst importance in
Bringing about the revolutionary war against Britain.

The progress in this field provided a vehicle for the
expression of distinctly American views. Professor Schlesinger's
emphasis upon the "newspaper war' in the '60's and early '70's is
balanced by Professor Davidson's more broadly based assessment of the
impact of the printed word. Each stresses that the press allowed
revolutionary feelings and thoughts tc become not only articulate but
also widely disseminated. At the same time this development ref}ected'
the maturing of the coloniél life to the point where independent govern-
ment was a logical and 'natural' political demend. One may not, of
course, measure accurately the maturity of a nation nor state.that at
point 'x' a group is ready to govern itself. Demands for this power -
arise 6ut of the world environment (so far as it is known and appreci-
ated) in the sense that such requests often find a basis in comparisons
between their own and other political entities and modes of government.
Yet an awareness of oneself provides the basis for an assertion of
individuality, and events in our time seem to support very forcibly
the notion that political groups, in much the same manner as individual
personalities, become cognisant of themselves and their maturity and
'Ehen”demané-saitable recognition. e e

In this maturation process the power of the printed word
is an invaluable aid. The increase in printing and thereby in providing

means for spreading news, for making known such local literary culture
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as might develop, and for acquainting the colonists with the products

of the 'father culture' of Western Europe, alloved the emerging nationm

o R S O e T e

to achieve a maturity of mind and spirit which bolstered their claims

to independence based upon economic and political realities. In the

sevgnt.eenth and eighteehth centuries information came only through
word of mouth or the writ;:en word. The former was, in a vast majority
of occasions, of hardly more than local character. It was to books
and, more particularly and directly, to newspapers read in common--oOr
to different »newspapers carrying the same reports--that one must turn
for that element which informed- and unified men across the American
colonies. The famed leaders corresponded and sometimes met each other,
but the sub-leaders, those articulate, opinion-holding, opinion-forming,
and support-winning persons, both radicals and bourgeoisie, could only
feel bound together through the printed word.

Yet one must stress, perhaps, that this‘linkage of mi.nds‘
was one of strongly-held, deep, sub-conscious ideals and opinions as
much as it was that of a jc;—{n/t pursuit of immediate ends. The English
heritage, which blended so well with colonial conditions to produce
the impetus for the destruction of English rule, was shared as much by
reason of the comoﬁ turning to Britain for learning and knowledge in
the English tongue as it was by the similar national origins of most
of the inhabitants of the colonies. In the seventeenth and eighteenth
qenturies, far more than in the present hay, men's concepts and practices
were evolved from the serious reading done firstly by their parents and
tlhe.tilmb‘yl kt‘t.xe.mselv;s‘;' Thus “t';he‘ p;‘linting instrument--whichm put the Bible

into nearly every colonial home, brought Swift, Defoe, and Shakespeare

to the view of anyone who could read, and gave the hamlet the opportunity

o,
i 1L s e 1+ et
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to share the néWS“of Eﬁrope, Britain and her American colonies--must
take high credit for the formation of public opinion.

We claim no more than this. Recognizing that the reasons
and the non-reasons for the War for Independence lie deep in the intri-
cate complexities of an empire's history, we have tried to show only
the growth of outlets for the articulation of those ideas and feelings

which this interplay of two familial societies evoked.

s e 8e n o asnn e bt ey e . .
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APPENDIX

"i‘This appendix consists of two tables both of which deal
with the history of colonial newspapers, & matter which has occupied
our increasing attention in Chapter 3 as we have recounted and analyzed
the history of printing in the American colonies of Britain during the
second and third quarters ofkthe eighteenth century.

Table A lists the newspapers thch came into existence
in these colonies prior to the signing of the peace with Britain in
September, 1783. It is based upon Brigham's great bibliography with

the works of Thomas, Schlesinger, Fay, McMurtrie, Stillwell, and Evans

-serving‘as checking, clarifying, and sometimes amplifying agencies.

The titles given are in all cases the origimal title of the paper, even
though in a pumber of instances this was quite quickly replaced by
another. Limits of space did not allow of a complete showing of title
changes and it seemed therefore necessary to serve the interests of
consistency by quoting the title according to this manner. The titles
are listed alphabetically according to the place of publication within
the colony, and the colonies are arranged geographically, extending
from the North to the South. The period of existence of the newspaper
has been regarded very strictly as being that period when it appeared
as a distinctly independent publication. It does not therefore include
periods when a specific paper was amalgamated with another and for this
reason there is quite often no alignment between the definition of a

newspaper's period of existence and its volume numbering. In some
8

r 3
..
L ", e . ..

cases there was no change in volume numbering after the paper Rad been
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amalgamated, a fact which could lead the unwary reader to believé~tﬁat
the paper was still continuing its independent existence. ..

Table B attempts to show the changes in title of news-
papers in three colonies, New Hampshire, New Jersey, and North Carolina.
I1f the choice of these three colonies was not made entirely at random,
no claim is made, on the other hand, that the selec;ion contains particu-
lar significance.” Each was a 'small' colony in terms of the volume of

its newspaper publication and thus, for the purposes of our table,

27

presented a manageable number of changes. We have selected one colony
from each of the three accepted divisions--New England, Middle Atlantic,
gnd Southern. There can be no doubt that in‘larger, more Pprosperous .
colonies there was a distinctly higher turnover in newspaper publication
with a consequently greater number of title changes. The delimitiﬁg
dates mark the founding of the firstnewspaper in any of these three
colonies (1751) and the end date is the close of the War for Independence.

Y.

Whereas the smaller colonies had only very few printers who either soon

" brought their papers to a close or maintained them almost unchanged for

.............

a considerable length of time, the larger colonies felt the effects of,
a more intricate commercial position.

Table B, therefore, is largely self-explanatory and com-

plete as it stands. However, some important conclusions may be drawn
from an analysis of Table A which are worthy of notice here.
One hundred and forty-six (146) newspapers were brought

into existence in colonial America, that is to say until the British

—_— -
-~"w -~ G e e B B W > e

finally relinquished their rule of the thirteen colonies. Forty-five
AN

(45) were started\in he four New England colonies of New Hampshire,
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Massachusetts, Conmecticut, and Rhode Island; sixty-six (66) came to
press in the four Middle Atlantic colonies: New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania and Delaware; thirty-fi%e (35) saw the light of day inm '
the five Southern colonies of Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,

South Carolina, and Georgia. During colonial times the greatest number
of newspapers appeared in Pennsylvania which produced thirty-two, whilst
New York accounted for tﬁe birth of twenty-eight and Massachusetés for
twenty-seven. Of the total numbex: of sixty-six which appeared across

the Middle Atlantic colonies, Pennsylvania and New York accounted for
sixty of these, leaving New Jersey to contribute five and Delaware one.
0f the New Jersey newspapers, four were produced in the period 1776-1763
and thus, in the whole of the Middle Atlantic région, only two news--~
papers were produced .outside the colonies of New York and Pennsylvania
prior to the outbreak of hostilities with Britain. The concentration

of this type of news medium is further emphasized when it is noted

that in these two latter colonies fifty-seven of the total of sixty

newspapers were produced in the two cities of Philadelphia dnd New York.

3 &:’x

This picture of conceq;ration is repeated, tora lesser degree, in
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Maryland--Annapolis dominating the scene

up to about 1775 and Baltimore thereafter--Virginia,.where,Williamsburg
/produced all but one of the newspapers printed up to 1775, South Carolina,
?EEQthch no newépaper was produced outside Charleston until 1782, and
_Georgia whose every newspaper emanated from Savannah during the whole

: o;Vthe.period.nnder.conaidexation,” In Delaware.ugilminston produced

the only newspaper in the colony; in New Hampshire, Portsmouth was

responsible for every newspaper prior to the outbreak of the war for

e e s
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Independence; in New Jersey no newspaper appeared prior to 1775 bu¢ in

the ensuing troubled years papepswere released from no less than five

points in the colony.

Connecticut and North Carolina were the only two colonies

where any real divergification of newspaper printing can be.said to
have existed. Imn North Carolina, however; the decline of New Bern
almost coincided with the rise of Wilmington and certainly the chﬁﬁge
in the seat of government was a most important factor. Here, as in all
colonies, printing was'closely aligned to government, which created the
" ipitial demand and provided the continuity 6f work essential to the
colonial printer. Yet it was pr;:isely the newspaper which, by its
regular éirculation, could seemingly provide the same advantage without
the accompanying need to align oneself with government policy. Ome
says 'seemingly' for in-fact every printer was not only subject to
censorship but also in some measure OI other dependent upon governmental
advertising patronage. Thus it was only in the larger cities that
independent and 'revolutionary' newspapers had a chance of survival.
Connecticut alone presents the picture of diffusion in newspaper pro-
duction. New Haven.produced two newspaﬁers; Hartford and ﬁZG“ttiﬁon
'bfdduced'one each in the second half of the sixties and throughout the

rest of the period. up toithe close of the War for Independence.

The preceding figures become much more meaningful, however,

when combined with those which analyse the same body of data from a

chrohologicél'réther than a geographical point of view. Of the one P —

'
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hundred and forty-six {146) mewspapers, twenty-eighéwiia) were produced

in the period before 1750, fifty-six (56) between 1751 and 1775, and
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gixty-two (62) from 1776 to 1783 (Sept.). Prior to 1750 the New England -
colonies tfre responsible for the appearance of ten (10) newspapers,

the Middle Atlantic colonies for fourteen (l4), and the Southern

colonies produced four (4). In Penmnsylvania and in Massach;setts nine
newspapers were produced in each, with five German language newspapers
being included in the Pennsylvania total. From 1751 to 1775 the rela-

tive proportions of the three regional divisions were thirteen (13),

twenty-six (26); and'éeveoteen;(IJ)u In the third period, 1776-1783, New

:Englend.colonies-produced:twenty-tw05(22) newspapers, Middle Atlantic

colonies twenty-six (26) and the Southern colonies fourteen (14). The

ratios-of'thesejfiguresﬁhardlylneed comment. Secondly, it is important
to-qualify the rather absolute figures produced by our geographical

Suryey.Withrothe:szwhiCh relate the length of time for which the news-

papers appeared. This information may be most efficiently presented
in chart form and it has therefore been brought together as Table C.

0f the. total number of newspapers which appeared in the colonies, over

a-third‘laSted'less than two years, about twenty-five per cent existed

for a: period over pé; and less than five years, approximately seventeen

‘per cent maintained a life of between five and ten years, about seven

and a half per cent were read for a period of between ten and twenty

years, and those which could celebrate twenty years Or more of circula-

tion amounted to almost exactly one-ninth of the total. We may compare

these figures with those of Brigham. From 1690 to 1820 2,120 news-

papers appeared in the region which comprised the United States at this

- -——
P

latter date. The six New England states produced 447, the six Middle-------ooveiiire .

Atlantic states 1023, the ten Southern states 425, and the seven
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Western states 225. In terms of the length of their appearance, 1,118
lasted less than two years, 1,002 from two to five years, 302 from ten

to nineteen years, 106 from twenty to twenty-nine years, 34 from

thirty to thirty-nine years, 15 from forty to forty-nine years, and

1
.10 from fifty to eighty-seven years.

1 Clarence S. Brigham, History and Bibliography of American Newspapers,
1690-1820 (2 vols., Worcester, Mass., 1947), Intro, to Volume 1. ;
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TABLE A - Newspéggrs Printed in the British North
American Colonies before 1783
(Listed by colony from North to South) |
COLONY & TOWN ORIGINAL TITLE OF NEWSPAPER PERIOD OF EXISTENCE
New Hampshire y %
Exeter The Exeter Journal, or, 1778 - 1779 §
New Hampshire Gazette ‘ g
Exeter New Hampshire Gazette, or, 1776 - 1777 i
- The Exeter Morning Chronicle @
Hanover The Dresden Mercury, and 1779 §
the Universal Intelligencer ;
Portsmouth The Freeman's Journal, E
= or New-Hampshire Gazette 1776-- 1778 .
Portsmouth The Portsmouth Mercury, - 1765 - 1767 ;
and Weekly Advertiser §
Portsmouth The New-Hampshire Gazette 1756 - 1783 seq. |
Massachusetts %
Boston The Censor 1771 = 1772
Boston The Boston Chronicle 1767 - 1770 f
Boston The Continental Journmal, | 1776 - 1787
and Weekly Advertiser '
Boston The Boston Evening-Post ) 1735 - 1775
Boston The Evenggg Post; and the Gen- 1778 - 1780
eral Advertiser
Boston The Boston Evening-Post: and 1781 - 1784
the General Advertiser
h”§99599 o The Boston Gazette 1719 - 1783 seq.
~ Boston The Independent Advertiser TR e LTRG ]
Boston The Independent Chromicle 1776 - 1783 seq.
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COLONY AND TOWN ORIGINAL TITLE OF NEWSPAPER PERIOD OF EXISTENCE

Massachusetts (cont'd)

ey

Boston The Independent Ledger, and 1778 - 1783 seq.
American Advertiser

Boston The Massachusetts Gazette 1768 - 1769
(published as part of The
Boston Post-Boy and Advertiser
on Mondays and The Boston
Weekly News-Letter onm Thursdays)

Boston The Massachusetts: Spy | 1770 - 1775

Boston (after The New-England Chronicle | 1776
Cambridge)
Bégéén The New-England Courant 1721 - 1727
Boston The New-England Weekly Journal 1727 - 1741
Boston - The Boston News-Letter 1704 - 1776
Boston The Boston Weekly Post-Boy 173 - 1775
Boston. Publick Occurrences, both 1690
Forreign and Domestick

Boston The Weekly Rehearsal | 1731 - 1735
Cambridge - The New-England Chromicle 1775 = 1776

(later at Bostom)

Newburyport The Essex Journal and Merrimack 1773 - 1777
Packet: Or, the Massachusetts
and New-Hampshire General Advertiser

Salem The American Gazette: or, the 1776
Constitutional Journal

Salem The Essex Gazette (continued 1768 - 1775
as The New-England Chronicle
first at Cambridge, then at
Boston) .
‘Salem The Salem Gazette, and Newbury 1774 - 1775

--------------------------------------

and Marblehead Advertiser . . _____...

Salem The Salem Gazette (continued at 1781 - 1785
Boston as The Massachusetts
Gazette)
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COLONY AND TOWN

ORIGINAL TITLE OF NEWSPAPER

Massachusetts (cont'd)

Springfield

Worcester

The Massachusetts Gazette,

or the Springfield and
Northampton Weekly Advertiser

The Massachusetts Spy Or,
American Oracle of Liberty

150

PERIOD OF EXISTENCE

1782 - 1784

1775 - 1783 seq.

The Present State of
not included in this

New-England Affairs (Boston, Samuel Green, 1689) is
list, although considered by some as a newspaper.

Vthode Island

Newport
Newport

Newport

Newport

Providence

Providence.

The Newport Gazette

Gazette F‘ran&oi se

The Newport Mercury, or,
the Weekly Advertiser

The Rhode-Island Gazette

The American Journal and
General Advertiser

The Providence Gazette;
and Country Jourral

1780 - 1781

1758 -

1783 seq.

1732

1733

1779 - 1781

1762 .

: 1783 seq.
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e A TN i, £ Bt i s T g Sttt S T g A L




COLONY AND TOWN

Connecticut

Hartford
New Haven

New Haven

New London

New London

Norwich

New York

Albany

Albany

Fishkill

Kingston.

New York City
New York City
New York City
New York City
New York City

New York City

&

ORIGINAL TITLE OF NEWSPAPER

The Connecticut Courant

The Connecticut Gazette

~ The Connecticut journal;

and New-Haven Post-Boy

The New-London Gazette

The New-London Summary, Or,

the Weekly Advertiser

The Norwich Packet. And

the Connecticut, Massachsetts,

New-Hampshire, and Rhode-Island

Week£2 Advertiser

The Albany Gazette

The New-York Gazetteer, oOr,

Northern Intelligencer

The New-York Packet, and the

., American Advertiser (transferred

to Fishkill from New York City
when British occupation
imminent)

New York Journal (publication

of Holt's paper suspended
because of British occupation
of N.Y.C,

The American Chronicle

The New-York Chromicle

The Constitutional Gazette

The NEW-York™Everntm ®UBC ~ =~~~ """~

The New-York Evening Post

The New-York Gazette

1764

1755

1767

1763

1758

1773 .

1771

1782

1777

1777

1762
LM
1769
1775
1744
1782

1725

151

PERIOD OF EXISTENCE

1783 segq.
1768

1783 seq.

1783 seq..

1763

1783 seq-

1772

1784

1783

1770

1776

b‘
~4
W
W

1783

1744




COLONY AND TOWN

ORIGINAL TITLE OF NEWSPAPER

New York (cont'd)

New York City

New York City

New York City

New York City

New York City

New York City

New York City

New York Cityi

The New-York Gazette, re-
vived in the Weekly Post-Boy

Weyman's New-York Gazette
»
The New-York Gazette; and
the Weekly Mercury (con-
tinued at Newark, N.J.)

The Independent Reflector

The New-York Journal, or
General Advertiser
(discontinued because of
British occupation, revived
at Kingston, N.Y.)

The New-York Mercury

The New-York Mercury; or,
General Advertiser

The Occasional Reverberator¥*

PERIOD OF

1747

1759

1768

1752

1766 .

1752

1779

1753

152

EXISTENCE

1773
1767

1783

1753

1776

1768

1783

b

The essays signed "John Englishman," printed in 1755 do not seem appropri-
ately termed newspapers although classified as such by Brigham, op.cit., I,
p. 654.

*Could;bq regarded. as a magazine but had appearance of a newspaper.
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COLONY AND TOWN

New York (cont'd)

New York City

New York City

New York City

‘Neéw York City

New York City

" New York City

New York City

"~ ORIGINAL TITLE OF NEWSPAPER.

The New York Packet: And

the American Advertiser (con-

tinued at Fishkill, N.Y. and

again at New York,

1783-1792)

The New-York Pacquet

Rivington's New-York Gazette:

or the Connecticut, Hudson's

River, New-Jersey,

and Quebec

Weekly Advertiser

Rivington's New-York

Gazetteer; or the Connecticut,

New-Jersey, Hudson's River,

and Quebec Weekly Advertiser

Rivington's New York Loyal

Gazette (continuation of

Rivington's New-York Gazette)

The Royal American Gazette

The Royal Gazette (continua-

tion of Rivington's New York

Loyal Gazette)

PERIOD OF EXISTENCE

1776

1763

1717

1777

1777 - 1783

1777 - 1783

The Plebean (New York) was a series of essays rather than a newspaper.

No copies extant.

See Brigham, op.cit., I, p. 679.

New York City

New York City.

Poughkeepsie:

v e N W N -

L aa—

~

N

V4

The New-York Weekly Journal

The New-York Weekly Post-Boy

The New-York Jourmal, and

the General Advertiser

(continuation after sup-
pension at Kingstoa of The

New-York Journai)
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1733 - 1751

1743 - 1747

1778 - 1782
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COLONY AND TOWN

New Jersey

Bridgeton

Burlington
Chatham

Newark

Trenton

ORIGINAL TITLE OF NEWSPAPER PERIOD: OB
The Plain Dealer (manuscript, 1775 -

not printed)

The New-Jersey Gazette 1777 -
The New-Jersey Journal : 1779 -
The New-York Gazette; and 1776

the Weekly Mercury (con-

tinuation of the New-York

Gazette by Hugh Gaine of New

York City)

The New-Jersey Gazette (con- 1778
tinuation by Isaac Collins of
his Burlington publication)

154

EXISTENCE

1776

1778

1783

1783 seq:

The Constitutional Courant published at Woodbridge Sept. 21, 1765 was a
e political manifesto with the form of a newspaper.

Pennéx lvania

Germantown

Germantown

Germantown

Germantown
Lancaster

B -l -l -
Lancaster

BRI EE B ED RN SIS SN RAN PSSP RSB S B S S SSAEBEESE w

Lancaster

Lancaster

Der Hoch-Deutsch Pensylvanische 1739

Geschicht-Schreiber i
Pensylvanische Berichte 1746. -
Wahre und Wahrscheinliche | 1766
Begebenheiten

Die Germantowner Zeitung 1762 -
The Lancaster Mercury | 1778 -
The Pennsylvania Packet, or 1777 -

the General Advertiser (con-

timuation of Dunlap's Pemmsyl- . ... . .

vania Packet on British
occupation of Philadelphia).

Das Pennsylvanische Zeitungs- 1778
Blat

Die Lancastersche Zeitung 1752 - 1753

1746

1762

1777
1779
1778

) eI e LAY
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‘i

PERIOD OF EXISTENCE

COLONY AND TOWN ORIGINAL TITLE OF NEWSPAPERA:

S TR e T e e e »
e S L T T O

Pennsylvania (cont'd) : | ?

S

The Allied Mercury: or the 1781 o

Philadelphia
: Independent Intelligencer

Philadelphia The American Weekly Mercury 1719 -.1749

The Freeman's Journal: or, 1781 - 1783 seq.
the North-American Intelligencer

Philadelphia

Philadelphia Gemeinnutzige Philadelphische 1781 - 1783 seq.

Correspondenz

Philadelphia Das Hoch Deutsche Pennsylvanische 1743

Journal

Die Hoch Teutsche und Englische 1751 -- 1752
Zei tung

Philadelphia

Philadelphia The Independent Gazetteer; or, 1782 = 1783 seq.

the Chronicle of Freedom

Philadelphia The Pennsylvania Chroncile, 1767 - 1774

and Universal Advertiser

Philadelphia The Pennsylvania Evening Post 1775 - 1784

The Universal Instructor in
all’ Arts and Sciences: and
Pennsylvania Gazette (became
Franklin's famous, The Pennsyl-
vania Gazette)

Philadelphia 1728 - 1783 seq.

The Weekly Advertiser, or 1742 - 1783 seq.

Pennsylvania Journal

Philadelphia

Philadelphia The Pennsylvania Ledger: or
the Virginia, Maryland,
Pennsylvania, & New-Jersey

Weekly Advertiser

1775 - 1778

Philadelphia

o

Phi adelphié

The Pennsylvania Packet; and
the General Advertiser

Die Pennsylvanische Gazette,

1779

1791 -

1783 seq.

oder der allgemeine Americanische : C e e
Zeitungs-Schreiber |

1777

Philadelphia Der Pennsylvanische Staats-Courier, . 1778
- oder Einlaufende Wochentliche
Nachrichten (published at Phila-. = - - =

delphia during British occupation)

]
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COLONY AND TOWN ORIGINAL TITLE OF NEWSPAPER PERIOD OF EXISTENCE

Penhsylvania (cont'd)

Philadelphia The Penny Post 1769

Philadelphia " The Royal Pennsylvania 1778
Gazette (published during

British occupation of
Philadelphia)

Philadelphia Phi ladelphisches Staatsregister 1779 - 1781

Philadelphia The Pennsylvania Mercury, and 1775
Universal Advertiser -

Philadelphia Philadelphier Teutsche Fama 1749 - 1751

Philadelphia Der Wochentliche Philadel- 1762 - 1779
phische Staatshote

Philadelphia Philadelphische Zeitung 1732

. Philadelphia Die Zeitung (no copy known, 1748 - 1749
no certainty regarding period
of existence)

Philadelphia | Philadelphische Zeitung, von 1755 = 1757
allerhand Auswartig und einheimis-
chen merckwurdigen Sachen |

Delaware

; The Wilmington Courant* 1762

Accurate information on this paper is very scarce. The evidence utilized
by a number of historians is W°11 summarized in Brigham, op.cit., I, p. 79.
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COLONY AND TOWN

. Maryland

Annapolis
Annapolis

Annapolis

-Baltimore

Baltimore
Baltimore

Baltimore

Virginia

Norfolk

Norfolk

_Richmond
Richmond

Richmond

R

Williamsburg

Williamsburg

e P

”Thé“Virginia Gazette

-1
ORIGINAL TITLE OF NEWSPAPER

The Maryland Gazette
The Maryland Gazette

The Maryland Gazette, and
Annapolis Advertiser

Dunlap's Maryland Gazette;
or the Baltimore General
Advertiser

The Maryland Gazette, and
Baltimore General Advertiser

The Maryland Journal, and the

Baltimore Advertiser

A German newspaper - title
unknown, but existence certain.

Virginia Gazette or, Norfolk

Intelligencer

The Virginia Gazette (printed
on the British ship 'Dumnmore,"
lying off Norfolk)

The Virginia Gazette.(continues'

the Williamsburg publication)

The Virginia Gazette, or Weekly
Advertiser

The Virginia Gazette, or, the
American Advertiser

- <.

The Virginia Gazette (printers:
Hunter, Royie, Purdie and
Dixon, Dixon and Hunter)

157

PERTOD1OF EXISTENCE

1727 - 1734

1745 - 1783 seq.
1779

1775 = 1778

1778 - 1779
and 1783 seq.
1773 - 1797

1762

1774 - 1775

1775 - 1776

1781 - 1786

A waglly ¥ RNy W sy e W Bres N

1736 - 1750

1751 - 1778
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COLONY AND TOWN

Virginia (cont'd)

Williamsburg

Williamsburg

Williamsburg,

North Carolina

New Bern
]
New Bern

New Bern

Wilmington

Wilmington

=
South Carolina

2

ORIGINAL TITLE OF NEWSPAPER

Rind's Virginia Gazette

(became The Virginia Gazette;
printers: Rind, Pinkney)

The Virginia Gazette (printers:

Purdie, Clarkscn & Davis)

The Virginia Gazette (printers:

Dixon and Nicholson)

The No'® Carolina Gazette

The North-Carolina Gazette

The North-Carolina Magazine;
or, Universal Intelligencer

The Cape-Fear Meréury

The North-Carolina Gazette
and Weekly Post Boy

Charleston The Charlestown Gazette
Charleston The Gazette, of the State of
South-Carolina
Charleston The Rovyal Gazette
Charleston The Roval South-Carolina
- o— o e e CGEEL L e a—
Charleston The South-Carolina and

American General Gazette
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PERIOD OF EXISTENCE

1766

1775

1779

1751

1768

1764

1769

1764

1778

1777

1783
1781

1780

-

1764

3

- 1776

- 1780

-~ 1780

—;1759
- 1778:

- 1368

- 1775

- 1766

- 1780

- 1780
- 1785

- 1782

- 1782

M. =

- 1781




CbLONY AND TOWN ORIGINAL TITLE OF NEWSPAPER

South Carolina (cont'd)

Charleston The South-Carolina Gazette
Charleg;on The South-Carolina Gazetteer;

and Country Journal (after 2
issues Gazetteer changed to

Gazette)
Charleston The South-Carolina Weekly
) Gazette
Parker's Ferry The South-Carolina Gazette
Georgla
Savannah The Georgia Gazette
Savannah - The Georgia Gazette

Savannah The Royal Georgia Gazette
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PERIOD OF EXISTENCE

1732-- 1775

1765 = 1775

1758 - 1764

1782

1763 - 1765
(&:1766 = 1776)

1777 - 1778

1779 - 1782
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TABLE B - Examples of Changes in Title of Colonial Newspapers as Demonstrated by those of

COLONY

New Hampshire

New Hampshire, New Jersey, and North Carolina, 1751-1783

-4

TITLE OF NEWSPAPER

Exeter Journal, or,

New Hampshire Gazette

CHANGES IN TITLE

May 12, 1778 -
The Exeter Journal or,

the New-Hampshire

Gazette, and Tuesday's

General Advertiser

June 16, 1778 -
New~-Hampshire Gazette.

Or, State Journal, and

General Advertiser

(Identical issues with
different imprint -

Z Fowle for Exeter issues
and D Fowle for Portsmouth
issues for period June 16,
1778 to Feb., 16, 1779.)

Feb. 23, 1779 -
The Exeter Jourmnal or,

the New-Hampshire
Gazette, and Tuesday's
General Advertiser

PERIOD OF EXISTENCE

Feb., 1778 -
June, 1779

- 091
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COLONY

New Hampshire
(cont'd)

Wvr. Jpw B, el i

TITLE OF NEWSPAPER

The Freeman's Journal,
or New-Hampshire Gazette
(Portsmouth)

The Portsmouth Mercury,

and Weekly Advertiser

The New-Hampshire Gazette -

(Portsmouth)

The Dresden Mercury,
and the Universal
Intelligencer (Hanover)

CHANGES IN TITLE PERIOD OF EXISTENCE

%*
June 9, 1778 - May, 1776 -
New-Hampshire Gazette. June, 177

K FRE (

Or, State Journal

Jan., 1765 -
[ Sept., 1767

No changes.

Mar. 11, 1763 -
The New-Hampshire

Oct., 1756 - 1783 seq.

Gazette, and Historical

Chronicle

Issues,.of Oct. 3 and Oct.
17, 1775 -
The New-Hampshire Gazette

*
May 25, 1776 -
The Freeman's Journal, or

New-Hampshire Gazette

Several changes of which
we are not certain. All

were variants on The New-
Hampshire Gazette and

General Advertiser **

No changes. May - Sept., 1779

h

=

*Signifies a c*ange in title occasioned by a change in printer.

**Clarence S. Brigham, History and Bibliography of American Newspapers, 1690-1820 (2 vols., Worcester,
Mass., 1947), I, pp. 472-473 gives full details of these changes.
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‘COLONY

New Jersey
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y
TITLE OF NEWSPAPER

The Plain Dealer
(Bridgeton)

The New-Jersey Gazette
(Burlington)

The New-Jersey Journal
(Chatham)

The New-York Gazette;
and the Weekly

Mercury (Newark)

The New-Jersey Gazette
(Trenton)

The Constitutional

Courant (Woodbridge)

CHANGES IN TITLE

No changes.

Remained in manu-

script, not printed.
Posted in Mathew Potter's
tavern at Bridgeton.

No changes.

Discontinued at evacu-
ation of New York.

Succeeded by New-York
Gazetteer and Country

Journal

Printed by Hugh Gaine
during his absence from
New York caused by British
occupation.

Continuation of Burlington
newspaper.

Political manifesto in the
form of a newspaper. Con-

sisted of essays protesting

against the Stamp Act.

PERIOD OF EXISTENCE

Dec., 1775 - Feb.,
1776.

Dec., 1777 - Fedb.,

1778.

Feb., 1779 - Nov.,
1783.

Sept., 1776 - Nov.,
1776.

Mar., 1778 - Nov.,
1786. (Suspended
July, 1783 to Dec.,
1783.)

Igssue: Sept. 21, 1765.
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‘
COLONY | TITLE OF NEWSPAPER CHANGES IN TITLE PERIOD OF EXISTENCE
: " ' th |
North Carolina The No  Carolina No changes. ) Aug., 1751 - Oc., 1759.
' Gazette (New Bern) Erratically issued.

The North-Carolina No changes. May, 1768 - Nov., 1778.
Gazette (New Bern) Erratically issued.

The North-Carolina No changes. June 1764 - Jun., 1365,

Magazine; or, Univer- possibly until 1768.%
sal Intelligencer (New
Bern)

The Cape-Fear Mercury - No changes. ‘ Oct., 1769 - Sept., 1775.
(Wilmington) : .

North-Carolina Gazette No changes known. Sept., 1764 (?) -
and Weekly Post Boy Feb., 1766. -
(Wilmington)

-
. ertin, Higtory of N. Carolina (2 vols., New Orleans, 1829), 1I, p. 186.

*Fraqsois
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TABI'E C - Period of Existence of Newspapers in the Thirteen British North American Colonies

Colony ; Less than
! 2 years
N. Hampsﬁire 3
Massachuéetts 8
Rhode Isiand: 2
Connecti;ut : 0.
New York; ‘ 10:
New Jersey 3
Peﬁnsylvania; 15
Delaware E 1
Maryland é 3
Virginia 4
N. Carowina 0
S. Carolina 2
Géorgiai 1
TOTAL 52

Total ié all categories:

v

146.

(to September 1783)

Less than

D years
2

7

36

Less than
10 years

0

6

23

Less than More thﬁﬁwr/
20 years ' 20 years
0 1
2 4
0 2
13:: 1
& 1
0 0
4 3
0 0
1] 2
2 1
1 0
2 R T
1 0

(paper issued
in two sepa-
rate periods
prior to 1783)

19 : "1‘16_
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