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Why Global at PSU?

1. NH is becoming more diverse, particularly amongst youth
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Why Global at PSU?
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2. PSU’s student body is diverse





Why Global at PSU?

1. NH is becoming more diverse, particularly amongst youth

2. PSU’s student body is diverse – home state, ethnicity/racial identity

3. PSU students will graduate and enter a globalized economy and a 
diverse workforce (ethniticy, race, national origin, etc.)







State of all things Global at PSU

• Global Engagement Office (study abroad + international students) 

• Student clubs oriented around global topics or places

• Global Awareness Connections (GACO) courses
• Fall 2018: 27 GACO courses offered

• 70 total GACO courses listed in 2018-2019 Academic Catalog



Potentials and Pitfalls

• Globally-themed courses and activities can expose students to global 
issues and diversity (ethnic, racial, national-origin)

• If this global exposure is shallow or sloppy, there are risks:

• Risk of seeming irrelevant to PSU students: 

“what does this have to do with me?”

• Risk of PSU students othering and exoticizing people: 

“people over there are so different, weird, primitive, backward…”

• How can we make global issues meaningful and significant for PSU 
students through engaged and hands-on experiences?
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United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals

• 17 SDGs developed in 2015 
from 8 Millennium 
Development Goals

• Focused on equity

• Multidimensional and multi-
sectoral policy intervention



UN Sustainable Development Goals 2030

Goals →

Targets →

Indicators →



Goal 3: Good health and well-being





“Students who do Community Engaged Learning together, stay together.”
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Our position as a border state



Year-long Quebec focused cluster project

• 5 different classes from 3 
different disciplines

• Research, guest speakers, 
excursions

• Presentation and meetings with 
external partners



Guest speakers & campus events



New Hampshire/Canada business forum



Class excursions
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Appreciating difference and complexity 

Identifying cultural change-over-time

Transforming worldviews



Defining Difference
• Difference is NOT “foreign” or “exotic” or 

“strange”…

• Appreciating that diversity means 
accepting complexity.

• We all are a part of a global family.

• Each family member sees and exists in the 
world in their own way.

• Difference is good.



Appreciating of Complexity



Identifying 
cultural 

change-over-
time

The global community is:

interactive

interdependent

dynamic

Viewing the world outside of the USA as 

a place where change, innovation, progress, agency happens… 



Transforming 
worldviews of 

students
“I have new eyes to see the 
world, I am a new person.”
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Working with student organizations

• Model UN

• Nicaragua Club

• Amnesty International

• Student groups and clubs work with faculty,  organize activities, 
connected to courses

• Incorporate a service component



PSU Model United Nations



PMUN High School Conference

• An Open Lab?  
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Off-Campus Organizations with global missions



Lakes Region 
Immigrant 
Integration 
Initiative 
(Laconia NH) & 
First Year 
Seminar course



New American 
Africans and 
Bhutanese 
Community 
(Concord NH) & 
IS Project 
Course



Books! 

Readings groups (aka Lit Circles) 
with prescribed roles and tasks

Essay upon completion

Explicit focus on writing about 
similarities and differences 
between Maisin/Papua New 
Guinea and USA





Metty Woldemariam
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Challenge student perceptions via assignments

• Interview with older generations

• Compare media representations of global issues



Develop media literacy 



Think critically about global media & communication





Our experiences with study abroad & travel



Study abroad opportunities – just over the border

workforce



Or study as far away Thailand!
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