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The Pied Piper of Hamelin ;
A Child’s Story

{WRITTEN FOR, AND INSCRIBED
TO W.M. THE YOUNGER)

I

Hamelin Town's in Brunswick,

By famous Hanover city ;
The river Weser, deep and wide,
Washes its wall on the southern side ;
A pleasanter spot you never spied :

But, when begins my ditty,
Almost five hundred vears ago,
To see the townsfolk suffer so

From vermin, was a pity.

Rats!

They fought the dogs and killed the cats,

And bit the babies in the cradtes,
And ate the cheeses out of the vats,

And licked the soup from the cooks' own ladles,
Split open the kegs of salted sprats,
Made nests inside men’s Sunday hats,
And even spoiled the women's chats

By drowning their speaking
With shrieking and squeaking
In fifty different sharps and flats.
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At last the people in a body

To the Town Hall came flocking :

“ T is clear,” cried they, “our Mayor’s a noddy ;

And as for our Corporation — shocking
To think we buy gowns lined with ermine
For dolts that can't or won't determine
What's best to rid us of our vermin !
You hope, because you're old and obese,
To find in the furry civic robe ease?
Rouse up, sirs! Give your brains a racking
To find the remedy we're lacking,
Or, sure as fate, we'll send you packing !”
At this the Mayor and Corporation

Quaked with a mighty consternation.
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The Mayor was dumb, and the Council stood
As if they were changed into blocks of wood.
Unable to move a step, or cry
To the children merrily skipping by,
—— Could only follow with the eye
That joyous crowd at the Piper's back.
But how the Mayor was on the rack,

And the wretched Council’s bosoms beat,

FnE A Ay b (T K

13
MEEZAE BEERELS
AANE EBRT AKAE
L pnT BAw< TFHCOP-T
— e BT EoHY
BREOHLEEBD BERLELE
RTEXDZDN Byoily,
rEat, MRV BriEcE as
BERAOML BWATEXVF,



In—AnyDERE EREFED

As the Piper turned from the High Street

To where the Weser rolled its waters

Right in the way of their sons and daughters!
However he turned from South to West,

And to Koppelberg Hill his steps addressed,
And after him the children pressed;

Great was the joy in every breast.

“He never can cross that mighty top!

He's forced to lat the piping drop,

And we shall see our children stop!”

When, lo, as they reached the mountain-side,
A wondrous portal opened wide,

As if a cavern was suddenly hellowed ;

And the Piper advanced and the children followed,

And when all were in to the very last,
The door in the mountain-side shut fast.
Did I say, all? No! One was lame,
And could not dance the whole of the wayv ;
And in after years, if you would blame
His sadness, he was used to say,—
“It’s dull in our town since my playmates feft !
I can’t forget that I'm bereft
Of all the pleasant sights they see,
Which the Piper also promised me.
For he led us, he said, to a joyous land,
Joining the town and just at hand,
Where waters gushed and fruit-trees grew
And flowers put forth a fairer hue,
And everything was strange and new ;
The sparrows were brighter than peacocks here,

And their dogs outran our fallow deer,

And honey-bees had lost their stings,
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And horses were born with eagles’ wings;
And just as | hecame assured

My lame foot would be speedily cured,
The music stopped and [ stood still,

And found myself outside the hill,

Left alone against my will,

To go now limping as before,

And never hear of that country more!”

X
Alas, alas for Hamelin !
There came into many a burgher’s pate
A text which savs that heaven’s gate
Opes to the rich at as easy rate
As the needle's eye takes a camel in!
The mayor sent East, West, North and South,
To offer the Piper, by word of mouth,
Wherever it was men’s lot to find him,
Silver and gold to his heart’s content,
If he'd only return the way he went,
And bring the children behind him.
But when they saw 't was a lost endeavour,
And Piper and dancers were gone for ever,
They made a decree that lawyers never
Should think their records dated duly
If, after the day of the month and year,
These words did not as well appear,
"And so long after what happened here
On the Twenty-second of July,
Thirteen hundred and seventy-six :”
And the better in memory to fix

The place of the children's last retreat,
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They called it, the Pied Piper's Street —
Where any one playing on pipe or tabor
Was sure for the future to lose his labour.

Nor suffered they hostelry or tavern

To shock with mirth a street so selemn;

Eut opposite the place of the cavern
They wrote the story on a column,

And on the great church-window painted

The same, to make the world acquainted

How their children were stolen away,

And there it stands to this very day.

And I must not omit to say

That in Transylvania there’s a tribe

Of alien people who ascribe

The outlandish ways and dress

On which their neighbours tay such stress,

To their fathers and mothers having risen

Out of some subterraneous prison

Into which they were trepanned

Long time ago in a mighty band

Out of Hamelin town in Brunswick land,

But how or why, they don’t understand.

XV
S0, Willy, let me and you be wipers
Of scores out with all men—
especially pipers!
And, whether they pipe us free from rats
or from mice,
If we've promised them aught, let us keep

(1)
our promise !
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To Miss Kate Greenaway

Brantwood, May-day, 1889
I've been a-maying with you all day,—coming upon one beautiful
thing after another in my drawer, so long unopened-—most thank-
fully to-day unlocked again—and sending balm and rose and lily
sweetness all through the old study. What exquisite drawings
those were you did just before I fell so ill,—the children passing
under the flower arch—etc! and Joan tells me you are doing such
lovely things now with such backgrounds,—grander than ever, and
of course the Piper is the best book you ever did—the Piper himself
unsurpassable—and I feel as if he had piped me back out of the hill
again, and would give some sprig% times yet to rejoice in your

lovely work and its witness to them,
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3rd May, 1889

You are doing great work already—some of the pages of the
Piper are magnificent pictures, though with a white background—
you will be led by the blue mountains and in the green glens to a
deeper E:gg)lour—melody—and—to how much else there is no
calculating.
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