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Abstract

This article looks at the transitional nature of overseas Chinese nationalism in Malaya. In the
late nineteenth century, nationalism emerged from local movements, reviving traditional Chinese
culture in the overseas communities. Chinese migrants, originally separated by different provinces of
origin and dialects, now identified as “Chinese” linked to a single homeland. This led the overseas
Chinese in Malaya to participate in the reform movement and revolution in China, aiming to achieve

prosperity in the motherland.
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In the middle of the twentieth century, however, there was a decline in the Chinese migrants’
focus on and relationship with their homeland. The British plan for independence in Malaya, along with
the pro-Malay policies, led to discrimination between Malays and immigrants. This provoked the
Chinese communities into protecting their rights and economic advantages, now identifying as
a part of Malayan society entitled to the rights granted to all Malaysian citizens.

Keywords: Overseas Chinese nationalism, Lim Boon Keng’s reform movement, Chinese in Malaya
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