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The Remains of the Seminary of Azuchi

Azuchi (%) is a place in Omi (#T7L), on the north-eastern shore of lake
Biwa, where the war lord Nobunaga Oda (#MH{E £, 1534~82) had a
magnificent 7-story castle built by Nagahide Niwa (FEPIEF, 1535~85). The
castle and the town was pillaged by the army of Mitsuhide Akechi (B%E-%:F,
1526~82), one of the generals of Nobunaga, after besieging and driving his
former lord into death in the temple of Honno-ji (AfEFF) in Kyoto. When the
troops of Akechi attacked the temple, Nobunaga withstood them; however,
wounded by an arrow, and judging that resistance was useless, he set fire to his

temple and committed harakiri.

Some 420 years ago, in the castle town of Azuchi, there existed a seminary
built by the Jesuits close by a small lake with reeds in the Shimotoyoura (T
=) area. The exact location of the seminary still remains unknown;
however, the site was nearly ascertained by a local historian, based on the home
and foreign materials in the Taisho period (i.e. 1910 s~1920s). The seminary
of Azuchi is worth mentioning because it is the first erection of a Jesuit
seminary, in addition to the one in Arima (5f5) which was opened some time
between April and June of the year 1580 in the Shimabara Peninsula, Kytsh
Island.

One who first alluded to the location of the seminary in Azuchi was a famous
local historian named Senzo Nakagawa (F1JI[!'R =) in Omi, who was engaged in
compiling “Omigamogunshi” GI{LiERGE, 1. e. the County History of Gamo
in Omi; Gamo is a place located in the west of Suzuka mountains in the Shiga
prefecture) in the Taisho period.
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He took notice of such place names as “Daius” (i.e. Deus in Latin) or “Shu
no miza” (i.e. Gods seat) in the Shinmachi C#ilT) district of Shimotoyoura,
Azuchi, presuming the names had possible relationships with Christianity. So
he affixed a map showing these places to the County History of Gamo. The
map was supposed to be the only one in existence; however, I happened to see
another one drawn by him at the Historiographical Institute of Tokyo
University. The newly discovered map was created in the 8th year of the
Taisho (.e. 1919), with a writing brush and water colours. This discovery

spurred me to study the seminary-of Azuchi in full.

The purpose of this essay is to describe the vicissitudes of the seminary,
which ended in miserable destruction. When the Visitor of the Society of
Jesus, Father Alessandro Valignano (1539~1606) arrived in Japan in July,
1579 to inspect and reorganize the missionary work of the Society, he found
that conditions were unsatisfactory. Although some 30 years had passed since
St. Francis Xavier (1506~52) introduced Christianity into Japan, the

shortage of missionary personnel was a serious problem.

Father Francis Cabral, then a dean in Japan, was a narrow-minded man,
who saw the Japanese as hypocritical, unreliable people. Accordingly, he
neither gave them enough religious education nor appointed them as priests.

In his opinion, the Japanese were only useful in the capacity of Dojuku (|5

f&d, a lay-helper without vows) who serves as a propagandist.

Valignano felt confident that without the assistance of natives the missionary
work would end in failure. He divided the missionary district in Japan into 3
parts : the north-western Kyushu (District of shimo ), north-eastern Kyu
shu (Bungo #%) and Miyako (B, a metropolis) which was called Gokinai

(h#M). He planned to erect three separate seminaries.

Father Organtino (?~1609) was appointed by Valignano to build a seminary
in Miyako (i.e. the ancient Capital, Kyoto) soon after the erection of one in
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Arima. In Miyako the building of a seminary was not making progress due to
difficulties in finding a suitable place for the school, interference with the

bonzes and lack of funds.

When the new castle built by Nobunaga in Azuchi began to attract many
people to visit the town, Father Organtino also intended to pay his visit to the
new town with a view to getting permission to build a seminary there.
Nobunaga was really flattered by the visit of this Padre who came all the way
from Miyako. When Organtino asked for his seminary, Nobunaga not only
granted the request but gave him reclaimed land, ordering his men to dig

ditches and to bury rice fields.

According to the story told by Father Luis Frois (15632~97) in his History of
Japan, the land adjustment required some 15 or 20 days for completion. The
grant was made on the 9 th of April in the 8 th year of the Tensho (i.e. 22 nd
may, 1580). Amazingly the construction of the seminary was complete a month

after gaining the land.

Since the materials for building some seminaries had already been assembled
in Miyako, these were soon transferred to Azuchi in order to hasten the
realization of the building. Many Japanese Christians including feudal lords
also assisted the erection. Some lay Christians tendered a straw bag of rice and
lumber. Others offered money and labour. The one who offered the most was
a war lord named Nagafusa (alias Ukon or Giusto Ukondono) Takayama
@EWLUERE [4Fi], 15583~1615), who was one of the Christian lords, assigning
his people to the task of building the seminary.

Nobunaga was not only satisfied with the seminary but treated Father
Organtino with hospitality. Also, he presented him with 200 crusado to
support him financially. Since his castle stood on a hill commanding lake Biwa
and the town, he was able to see the building during the course of construction.
Nobunaga called on Organtino every 15 or 20 days, bringing a basket of fruits
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or some sweets with him.

Organtino built a 3-story semi-Western style seminary, surrounding the
ground with stone walls. The History of Japan by Father Frois says rather
bombastically that the seminary was a stately building which was comparable
with Nobunaga’s castle in terms of size and beauty. The zashiki (FEH{, a
drawing room), a tearoom, a guest room and 20 bedrooms took up the ground
floor. The upper story was surrounded by corridors on three sides and it

contained 20 rooms partitioned with fusuma (#, a sliding-door).

This means that this floor could be transformed into a large hall at any
moment when the sliding-doors were removed. Also, Father’s private rooms
were on this floor. The second floor (i.e. the third floor) was used for the

classroom. It was also a large hall with Father’s private rooms.

The next problem that confronted Organtino was how to gather the most
suitable pupils for the school. So he repaired to Takatsuki (=i, a castle
town in Settsu. It belonged to the Takayamas in the 16 th century) and picked
up 8 sons of respectable samurais. For some time only sons of respectable
samurais were admitted to the seminary with a view to enhance the prestige of
the school. Later on, the pupils increased in number; finally they reached a

total of 25 pupils.

The teachers and employees were comprised of 3 Fathers, 2 irmaos and some
laymen. Namely they were : Father Organtino Gnecchi Sold (?~1609), Father
Giovanni Francesco Stephaneni (1540~1612), Father Giuseppe Fornaletti
(1545~7?), Irmadon Simedo de Almeida (?~1584), irmdon Vicente Toin

(1540~1610), layman Diogo Pereiza and layman Jeroimo Vaz (?~1588).

The complete list of pupils remains unknown, however, known pupils include :
Sanka Antonio (1570?7~1622) who was burned alive in Nagasaki, Ijichi Mantio
(1572~92) who died in Amakusa, Miki Paulo (1567?~97), who was crucified
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in Nagasaki, Ijichi Simon (1567~7?), Ito Jeronimo (1570~93), Matis Sho (?),
Julio of Omi (?), Tomita Mershor (?), Torikai Tomas (?), Fukunaga Nicolai
(1570?7~1633), who died a martyr in Nagasaki, Kiyomizu Joan (1567?~1633),
who died a martyr in Edo [i.e. Tokyol, Giorge (?).

The seminary opened with the rules, regulations and the daily horarium
prescribed for the one in Arima by Visitor Valignano. The pupils were taught
reading and writing in Latin and Japanese. And having acquired a good know
ledge of Latin, they were supposed to study morality, philosophy and theology.
They were not allowed to read such unchristian works as Aristotle’s. Some
pupils also learned singing, playing musical instruments, drawings, and

copper plate engraving.

Among the subjects the most important one was Latin which greatly troubled
the pupils. It was almost impossible to be acquainted with Latin unless they
started learning it as a child. Due to the lack of printed textbooks or Latin
dictionaries, the pupils were obliged to copy books while learning. So they
made slow progress in Latin before the Jesuits began to print books in
Nagasaki or Amakusa by using a printing machine (prensa tipogrifica)

brought from Macao.

The textbooks used at the seminary remain unknown, however, it’s
conceivable that “De Institutione Grammatica” (1572) written by a Jesuit
priest named Manoel Alvares (1526~82), “Flosculi” complled by Father
Manoel Barrete, “Dictionarium Latino Lusitanicum, AC Japonicomex Ambrosii
Cale” (1595) [that is, Latin-Portuguese-Japanese Dictionary compiled from
the work by Ambrosio Calepino] were in general use in the Jesuit educational
establishments in Japan. Especially “De Institutione Grammatica” was well
received by learners soon after its publication in Europe and the schools
belonging to the Society of Jesus adopted the book as a text book. Later on,

all of these books were reproduced in Nagasaki and Amakusa.
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The pupils had to observe the regulations prescribed by Valignano. They
were to dress neatly, wearing blue unlined clothes indoors; however, they put
on blue clothes and black cloaks when going out. Sometimes when they met
kinfolk visiting the school, they were to wear blue clothes or silk clothes of
other colours. Daily maids did their washing and sewing. They lived on rice,
soup, fish and green vegetables. On Sundays or festival days, they were served
dainty dishes or fruits. While at table they heard reading in Latin or Japanese.

They usually slept under a coverlet on the tatami.

Candles were kept burning all night. The pupils took a hot bath every 2 days
in winter, and had a cold bath in a river or in the sea in summer. Basically
they were not allowed to go home except for unavoidable circumstances.
Whenever they returned home, two persons in the service of the seminary
accompanied them. Since they had no lessons on gala days; they took a rest or

went for a walk.

They enjoyed eating snacks, for example, rice cakes or fruits. They were to
attend Mass every day, confess themselves once a month, and receive Holy

Communion four times a year.

The daily works for the pupils are as follows :

[the forenoon]

T R rising, praying with fathers.
Y 0N Soa kot Mass, later enjoy their leisure in the zashiki till 6 o’clock.
6:00~7:30 - Very young pupils learn basic words of Latin, while the rest

learn lessons.

T807295 100 12 pm0ee show their homework to the Latin teachers. Upperclassmen
correct the mistakes of the underclassmen.

913005114100 50 breakfast and rest.

[the afternoon]

11 : 00~2::00 +---- study the Japanese language, composition of letters and
calligraphy using writing brush.
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272 00723 2 00 e singing, practicing of musical instruments, and recreation.

3:00~4: 00 ;smeees go to Latin teachers and write sentences in Latin. Listen to
the reading of Latin. The underclassmen read and write
Latin. Freely spend the remaining time.

5:00~T7:00 - supper and recreation.

7:00~8:00 -+ repeating of Latin lessons. The underclassmen practice in
Latin or in Japanese writing.

8:00 -ereveeecenenns reflection (examination of conscience), evening prayer, bed.

On Wednesdays and Saturdays, the pupils had a half holiday, enjoying their
free time practicing musical instruments, reading and writing the Japanese
language, taking a bath, hairdressing and so on. On Sundays or festival days,
they took their rest at the villa. On foul days, they stayed indoors all day,
taking their rest or playing musical instruments. During the hottest season

they were to rest without taking lessons.

It seemed that everything went smoothly when the incident of Honnd-ji
occurred suddenly on the 2 nd of June in the 10 th year of the Tensho (i.e. 1st
of July, 1582). Mitsuhide Akechi revolted against Nobunaga, who, having
been wounded, killed himself. The fate of the castle and the town at Azuchi
was also that of the seminary. The news of Nobunaga’s death reached Azuchi
at about 10 A. M. that day. General Akechi and his men went to Azuchi after
the murder to seize Nobunaga’s treasures; however, when they arrived at Seta
in the south of Otsu, they had to hold back because the bridge was destroyed by

a bailiff named Kagetaka Yamaoka.

So instead of going to Azuchi, Akechi and his troops went to Sakamoto in
Omi where Akechi had his own castle. The news that the advance of Akechi’s
army brought the whole town of Azuchi to a state of panic. People feared that
not only the castle but the town would be burned by the enemy. So the priests
and pupils comprising of 28 men took refuge in Okinoshima (#5), an island
in the middle of lake Biwa, leaving their seminary in charge of some Japanese.
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On the 6 th of June (i.e. 5th of July, 1582), the troops under the command
of General Akechi finally arrived at Azuchi. The castle was empty because
everybody had run away. Soon after Mitsuhide occupied the castle, he began
to divide the treasures hoarded by Nobunaga among his men. On the 8th of
the same montn (i.e. 7th of July) Mitsuhide left Azuchi for Sakamoto. Since
then the castle town of Azuchi became a horrible scene of disorder. The town

was damaged most by burglars, plundering, highway robberies and murders.

Naturally the quaint building of the seminary attracted the attention of the
soldiers. The seminary suffered the ravages of plundering and nothing but the
bare walls and the roof remained because the soldiers took almost everything
—— furniture, iron pots, sliding doors, windows, tatamis, and timbers

preserved for building a Chapel——away from the seminary.

When Mitsuhide left Azuchi for Sakamoto, the castle and the town was
entrusted to his nephew, Samanosuke Akechi. However, when it was known
that Mitsuhide was completely beaten by the troops of Hideyoshi (1536~98),
one of the generals of Nobunaga, in the battle of Yamazaki, on the border of
Settsu and Yamashiro, he fled to Sakamoto, setting fire to the Azuchi castle on

the 14 th of June (i.e. 13 th July).

Later the armies of Nobuo Oda (1558~1630), a second son of Nobunaga,
entered the town of Azuchi. He set fire to the town to smoke out the remnants
of Akechi’s soldiers. It is said that the whole town was reduced to ashes then.
Whether the building of the seminary was also destroyed by fire then is not
clear. Because no records help us here. Anyway, this was the final fate of the

seminary at Azuchi.

What awaited the priests and pupils thence was a constant change of
residence. They first moved to Sakamoto from Okinoshima and then to
Miyako. And in the 10 th year of the Tensho (i.e. 1583), they moved to
Takatsuki, being invited by Ukon Takayama. Two years later, 6 or 7 sons of
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respectable samurais joined the seminary. However, the seminary Takatsuki

did not last long due to Takayama’s change of territory.

In the 15 th year of the Tensho (i.e. 1587), an edict of Hideyoshi banished all
the missionaries from Japan. However the priests confined to missionary
work, hiding themselves in various parts of Kytshu Island. Organtino and
two Japanese Christians went into hiding on Shodo-Shima (/NG.E), an island
(120 km. circum.) of the Island Sea. Occasionally they visited the houses of

Christians in the 5 provinces nearest to Miyako.

Four of five pupils out of the 30 pupils were sent back to their homes. The
rest escaped safely to Kytshu Island or went home. Most of them chose to go
with the priests, going towards the seminary in Arima, the only seminary in
Japan then. In the 15 th year of the Tensho (i.e. 1587), both Azuchi seminary
and Arima seminary were merged into one; however, the ban prohibiting
Christianity issued by leyasu Tokugawa (1542~1616), the first Tokugawa

Shogun, compelled the closure of the combined seminary at Arima.

Therefore the seminary was transfered to Nagasaki. On the following year
(i.e. the 18th year of the Keicho, that is, 1613) the nation-wide ban of
Christianity was proclaimed by the Tokugawa Shogunate and the next year
Ukon Takayama and his whole family were banished from Nagasaki (on the 8
th of November 1614). The exiles arrived in Manila on the 28 th of the same

month. The educational work opened by the Jesuits was over this year.

In conclusion, I'd like to express my deep thankfulness to the British Library,
Biblioteca Publica de Porto, Biblioteca Piblica de Evora, Museo de Macao,
Arquivo Histérico de Macao, university libraries of Sophia, Waseda, Senshu,
the Toyo-Bunko Foundation, Historiographical Institute of Tokyo University,
the Town Library of Azuchi and Koébe City Museum for providing every
convenience for the benefit of my research as well as for permission to print
illustrations in my paper.
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22 nd January 2004
Prof. Takashi Miyanaga

(54) 87





