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Holtz to speak at winter commencement

Courtesy of MCT Campus

ESPN college football analyst and former South Carolina head coach Lou Holtz will address graduates at USC’s Dec. 17 commencement ceremony.

Former coach headed
back to Columbia for
December ceremony
Thad Moore & Colin Campbell
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Dr. Lou is coming back to
Columbia.
Lou Holtz will speak at USC’s

winter commencement ceremony
ne x t mont h , t he u n i ver s it y
announced Thursday.
Holtz coached USC’s football
team from 1999 to 2004, starting
with a rocky 0-11 season before
earning National Coach of the
Year nods from “Football News”
and “American Football Coaches
Quarterly” in his second season
and a pair of AP top-25 finishes.

He’s also gained notoriety as a
head coach at Notre Dame, which
he led to a national championship
in 1988, and as a broadcaster on
ESPN.
Holtz and his wife Beth also
c r e a t e d a n e n d o w m e nt f o r
USC’s Thomas Cooper Library,
w h ic h adde d ne w m at er i a l s
and resources to the library for
undergraduates, according to a

university release.
On Dec. 17, he’ll come back
to South Carolina to address
g raduates f rom USC’s eight
campuses at the Colonial Life
Arena and receive an honorary
doctorate of education.
Cat hy Nov i nger, a ret ired
e xe c ut i ve v ic e p r e s ide nt of
COMMENCEMENT ● 2

Drive searches for a lifesaving match
Student organizes bone marrow
eﬀort to beneﬁt family friend
Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

A few months ago, Hannah Tikson
got a call from her dad — a friend of
their family, Kim Roper, had learned
she only had a few months to live.
Roper, of Colu mbu s, Oh io, wa s
d i a g n o s e d w i t h n o n - H o d g k i n ’s

ly mphoma in 20 09, but t his year,
doctors found that the cancer was
spreading.
Now, Roper and her supporters
are hoping she’ll be able to undergo
chemot her apy a nd receive a bone
marrow transplant.
Patients usually get donations from
siblings, but Roper doesn’t have any,
so she’s one of about 10,000 patients
looking for a match on the National
Bone Marrow Registry.

So far, she hasn’t found one, and
doctors t hink she has only about a
month to live, Tikson said.
That’s why Tikson, a fourth-year
internat ional business and f inance
student , is hosting a registration drive
today — to get as many people in the
registry as she can.
From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. today, she
and others will be on Greene Street
DRIVE ● 2

City plans Markie event
As it turns out, Biz Markie’s got what Columbia
needs.
The hip-hop art ist w ill deejay at Columbia’s
“Famously Hot New Year” celebration , the cit y
announced Thursday.
Markie, the “Clown Prince of Hip-Hop,” is best
known for his top-10 hit “Just a Friend,” but lately, he’s
been deejaying shows throughout the world. He’s also
been starring in Nick Jr.’s “Yo Gabba Gabba!”
He joins Atlantic Starr, an R&B group that made it
big in the 1980s, and The Wallflowers, a Los Angelesbased rock band that features Bob Dylan’s son, who
will perform outside the Statehouse on New Year’s Eve.
Local acts Terrence Young and the Reggie Sullivan
Band will open the festivities, which will spread down
Main Street and over to Lady and Washington streets.
General admission is free.
Courtesy of MCT Campus
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— Compiled by Thad Moore, News Editor

Women’s
Quad to be
connected

Dorms to close until
2014 for $27.2 million
building renovations
Amanda Coyne

ACOYNE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Most of the upcoming
renovations to the
Women’s Quadrangle will
foc u s on it s bu i ld i ng s’
interiors, but t heir
appearance w ill change
significantly, too.
“A l l t h r e e bu i ld i n g s
will connect, which will
be very nice for students,”
Joe For t u ne , Housing’s
director of administration,
said. “Each building will
maintain its own identity,
but getting from one to
another will be a lot easier
based on the connectors
that we will put in place.”
T he c on ne c t or s w i l l
be bu i lt w it h st udent s’
walking patterns in mind,
Fort une said; a popular
route to Russell House
that cuts between Sims and
QUAD ● 3

Charleston Cooks

College loans

Flach back to USC

The gourmet kitchen
supply shop teaches
how to make Southern cuisine in its new
Cross Hill Market
location.
See page 6

Columnist Steven
Moore argues that
the system for college
loan and grant distributions needs tightened qualifications.
See page 4

The redshirt junior
is competing for the
Gamecocks after taking last semester off
to train for the Olympic trials.
See page 8
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BMW head: Prepare for ‘worldwide market’
Company president speaks
in Wells Fargo lecture series
Evan D. Gatti

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Matt DeMarco / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Josef Kerscher speaks in the Darla Moore School of Business Thursday evening.
COMMENCEMENT ● Continued from 1
SCANA Corp., and Wenliang Wang,
chairman of Rilin Enterprises Ltd.,
a global construction and logistics
fi rm based in Dandong, China, will
also speak at USC’s commencement
exercises.
The other graduation speakers
including Novinger, a philanthropist
a nd M id l a nd s c o n s u lt a nt , w i l l
be given an honorary doctorate of
public service at the event. Wang
will receive an honorary doctorate
of business administration; he’s a
major benefactor of higher education
programs that focus on U.S.-China
relations, including at USC, according

Josef Kerscher’s work is tied quite a
bit to the rest of the world.
The president of the BMW U.S.
Manufact uring Company is based
in Greer, S.C., but t he company’s
S out h Ca rol i n a f ac tor y, BM W ’s
second largest, exports most of the
cars it builds, Kerscher said. It has the
highest export rate of any American
auto factory at 70 percent, he told a
crowd of more than 100 in the Darla
Moore School of Business Thursday
as a part of the Wells Fargo Executive
Lecture Series.
“ We a r e e n g i n e e r i n g a n d
manufacturing for the world market,”
Kerscher said.
It’s built a lot of cars since it began
production in 1994. In January, the
factor y announced its 2 milliont h
vehicle.
A nd it’s growing, too, Kerscher
said — t he factor y has h ired 30 0
employees this year, in a state with
an 8.6-percent unemployment rate,
according to t he Bureau of Labor
Statistics. In all, he said, the factory
employs about 7,000 people.
“We have always been a growing
company,” Kerscher said.
B M W c a me t o t he s t at e f or a

to a university release.
The hooding ceremony for the
university’s doctoral graduates will
take place at 1:30 p.m. at the Koger
Center for the Arts, and Dean Peggy
Hewlet t, of t he USC College of
Nursing, will speak at the event. The
Columbia campus plans to confer
1,912 degrees at the ceremony next
month, according to a universit y
release. The other USC campuses are
expected to give another 836 degrees.
T he a n nou ncement fol low s a
controversial slate of speakers at the
university’s spring commencement,
which featured a National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration
leader, a J.P. Morgan Chase regional

chairman, the U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission chairwoman and
three USC professors. The lack of a
big-name headliner drew criticism
from graduating seniors.
Afterward, the university promised
to seek more input from students,
including with a newly established
committee of them, though Student
Body President Kenny Tracy said
that wasn’t much of a factor for this
graduation, because Holtz “has been
lined up for some time.”
The universit y has also sought
more nominations for speakers, Tracy
said, and Holtz had been suggested
by a number of people, said USC
spokesman Wes Hickman.

number of reasons, Kerscher said:
a busi ness-f r iendly env iron ment,
a work force w it h ma nu fac t u r i ng
experience and an inf rast r uct ure,
particularly in the port of Charleston,
that makes getting cars to a global
market easier.
“We are in a worldwide market,”
K er s c her s a id . “ You h ave t o b e
prepared for worldwide competition.”
He told USC st udents to do the
same.
“If you are prepared for this (global)
competition, you will be successful,”
Kerscher said.
The company has also focused on
developing sustainabilty efforts.
B M W h a s le d t he D o w Jo ne s
Su st a i nabi l it y I ndex for seven
consecut ive years, Kerscher said,
and it fits with a focus on efficient
manufacturing.
“Eff iciency also includes
sustainability,” he said. “We are really
focused on environmentally friendly
manufacturing.”
Since 2006, Kerscher said, water
consumption at the factory has been
reduced by more than 50 percent. He
also explained that a new painting
process has reduced tot al energ y
consumption by 20 percent.
“We are close to being 100 percent
waste-free,” Kerscher said.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

Over the summer, Hickman added,
the board of trustees office sought
more input from st udent groups.
Tracy said that the increased emphasis
on getting student opinions will play
a more prominent role in deciding
on the May graduation speaker. Still,
Hickman said, the speaker picked is
dictated in large part by prospects’
availability, though “finding people
that students want (and) that students
will react well to” is a top priority.
“No one wants to hear from Wes
Hickman,” Hickman said.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

Courtesy of match4kim.com

Organizers are hosting a bone marrow registration drive today for Kim Roper (center).
MARROW ● Cont. from 1
registering people for
the database. To join
it , pa r t icipa nt s swab
their cheeks to check

what k ind of t issue a
potential donor has.
The drive isn’t t he
first one that’s been held
for Roper. Pennsylvania

S t a t e Un i v e r s i t y,
w h e r e R o p e r ’s s o n
plays lacrosse, Miami
University and colleges
and groups throughout
Ohio have organized
dr ives, a nd over 90 0
people have registered
on their own online.
I n all, t he ef for t
— doc u mented on
match4kim.com — had
gotten more than 2,700
people reg istered to
donate bone mar row
bet ween Oct. 15 and
Tuesday, according to
the website.
A n d i t ’s m a d e a
personal impact on
Tikson, too.
“It’s made me realize
that no matter how bad
of a day you’re having,
you know that someone
out t here is f ight i ng
for her l ife,” Tik son
s a id . “ It m a k e s y ou
appreciate how great of
a life you actually are
living. You don’t sweat
the small stuff, because
p e o p le a r e f i g ht i n g
something much
bigger.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
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QUAD ● Continued from 1
McClintock will not be
obstructed. Fortune said
that University Housing
kept the traffic flow in
m i nd when pla n n i ng
the connection of the
three buildings.
B e s i d e s
t h e
con nectors, however,
t he facades of t he
buildings, which range
from 53 to 73 years old,
will not be significantly
altered.
“The biggest change
will be the connectors.
W hen you see that, it
may appear to look
different just because
you won’t be used to
that,” Fortune said.
It’s a part of a major
renovat ion to t he
t h ree residence halls
— McClintock , Sims
a nd Wade H a mpt o n
— that will cost $27.2
million and start in the
summer of 2013. The
project is expected to
be completed by t he
start of the 2014-2015
academic year and will
t a ke t he t h ree f i r styear residence halls out
of use for the coming
school year.
The two traditionalst yle residence halls,
McClintock and Wade
Renderings courtesy of University Housing

Buildings in the Women’s Quad will be connected as they are renovated starting next year
and through the start of the 2014-2015 academic year. The changes will cost $27.2 million.

Hampton, will be
converted into su itestyle halls.
“That’s a huge change
for t he com mu n it y,”
Fortune said.
T he t wo bu i ld i ng s
were constructed
i n 1 9 55 a n d 1 9 5 9 ,
respectively, and have
always been traditionalstyle residences.
T he st yle sh if t for
t hese residence ha l ls
is not necessarily
a n i nd ic ator of what
may happen in f uture
renovat ions, Col leen
Mu l l is , t he a s sist a nt
director of marketing
a nd com mu n ic at ions
for University Housing,
said.
The renovation will
bring new mechanical
systems to all t hree
residence halls, which
Mullis said should help

3

prevent mold problems
like t hose in Sims
earlier this semester.
“[They] will be better
able to remove t he
moisture from the air
during the hot, humid
s u m m e r m o n t h s ,”
Mullis said.
T he bu i ld i ng s w i l l
also have added common
spaces for studying and
socializing, according to
Fortune.
But one t h i ng t hat
won’t cha nge for t he
Women’s Quadrangle
when it reopens in 2014
is who will live there.
“It w i l l ma i nt a i n
it s t rad it ion as t he
Wo m e n’s Q u a d ,”
Fortune said.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
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Holtz a good choice for
winter commencement
“Dr. Lou” is coming to town — and
boy, are we relieved.
Holtz, a former Gamecocks football
coach-turned-ESPN analyst who will
speak at the winter commencement next
month, has just the dose of celebrity status
l a s t s p r i n g ’s
lacked.
“Holtz, a former slate
While a
Gamecocks
N a t i o n a l
O c e a n i c
football coachAt mospher ic
turned-ESPN
Administration
leader and
analyst, has
several USC
just the dose of
professors
celebrity status
were no doubt
last spring’s slate q u a l i f i e d
i n
t h e i r
lacked.”
own f ields,
they were
a dow n r ight d isappoi nt ment as
commencement picks for a universit y
that had locked down Tom Brokaw the
semester before.
What had added insult to injury for
the Spring 2011 grads was that, down
the street, Bill Clinton was speaking at
Columbia College’s ceremony. (Turned
out, USC had sought out Hillary, but had
no luck.)
He’s no president, but Holtz, a nationally
known broadcaster and championshipwinning football coach, is renowned for
his motivational speaking. Plus, he’s got
South Carolina ties — he was coach Steve
Spurrier’s predecessor and led the football
team for si x years to become USC’s
seventh-most-winning coach.
A commencement speaker is more than
just a speaker for an event — he or she
is picked to congratulate graduates on a
hard-earned undergraduate degree and
motivate, excite and advise them as they
leave USC to do bigger and better things.
We applaud the board of trustees for
getting Holtz. We look forward to hearing
what he has to say.
Even more, we eagerly anticipate more
speakers like him in the future.

4

Loan system must become sustainable
More grants, tighter
qualiﬁcations necessary

College has become an integral
part of the American experience.
T he r e a r e a l l k i nd s of p o s tsecondary institutions that focus on
helping high school graduates attain
skills and preparation necessary
to enter the job market. Public
universities, technical
schools, and private
u n i v e r s it i e s s h a r e
a c om mon g o a l of
educating a workforce.
They also share
a not her e x t re mel y
i mp or t a nt feat u re:
Steven
They cost money.
Moore
Tu i t i o n s a c r o s s
Third-year
the board have been
political science
student
trending upward, and
a lot of st udents in
the U.S. need help covering the
costs. This is where student loans
are extremely helpful — they allow
students to borrow against their
future earnings in order to fi nance
their education. The problem is that
Americans are struggling to pay
these loans back.
I n t he most recent quarterly
report, the U.S. reduced its overall
household debt, but student loan
debt increased by $42 billion to
reach almost $1 trillion. That is a
staggering number, and it’s made
even more troubling by the fact that
one out of ten borrowers is more
90 days behind on their payments.
As more students go to college, less
sustainable debt is being created.
This is creat ing a st udent loan
bubble that, like all bubbles, will
eventually burst, leaving millions of

talented young Americans with no
money to borrow for school.
The Obama administration has
taken steps to address the student
debt crisis by increasing the amount
of money given in need-based Pell
Grants and allowing the federal
government to loan directly to
students. But more must be done
to prevent a smaller version of the
housing market collapse.
It is d if f ic u lt to st reng t hen
t he vet t i ng pro c e s s for loa n s
without disqualif ying deserving
underprivileged students, but it can
be done. Loans should be made
proport ional to f ut ure earning
potential, but still sufficient to cover
expenses. Students without credit
shouldn’t be excluded from loans,
but they should be made better
aware of the realities of paying
back however much money they
get. Also loans shouldn’t be wasted
on students who are not going to
graduate. Students with low GPAs
should have their loans put on hold
until they can get their grades up,
just like a scholarship.
I believe President Obama really
does want to see a more educated
and competitive America. During
his time in office, his priority has
been to make college or comparable
training a reality for all Americans
through the actions I previously
mentioned, along with legislation
like the DREAM Act. But it must
be done in a sustainable way that
will not lead to another economic
crisis. Smarter lending practices
that don’t exclude those without
credit, but don’t give freely to those
who will not use the f unds, are
necessary.

After three years of incessant
bickering and legislating, debt
ceilings and a Super Congress,
the federal government has still
yet to come to an agreement
on where and how to cut $1.2
trillion from the
budget. Both
parties would like
to see spend i ng
c ut , howe ver,
Democrat s are
hung up on the fact
Stephen
that Republicans
Barry
are ref using to
Third-year
compromise and
journalism
raise taxes in order
student
to raise revenues.
But t here m ay b e a b et t er
political and economic solution
that the president and Congress
should explore.
Bot h pa r t ies a re i nvested
in avert ing t he “f iscal cliff ”
foreseen by Grover Norquist.
He originated a pledge to oppose
any tax hikes on businesses or
individuals that’s been signed by
many Republicans in Congress.
It’s a tricky situation, and many
representatives, including Rep.
Peter K ing and Sen. Lindsey
Graham, have jumped ship and
abandoned the pledge, opening
t hemselves up to work w it h
leaders across the aisle to avert
the cliff, even if it means raising
taxes.
But there are ways to raise
revenues without raising the
marginal tax rate on businesses
a nd i nd i v idu a l s. C lo s e t he
loopholes and deductions, and
yes, close all of t hem. Th is
technically would not violate
t he simple Norquist Pledge.
Taxes could be kept around the
same rate, but revenues would
naturally increase as a result.
It’s a crazy thought, but it’s
more than I see coming out of
Capitol Hill at this point. To go
over the cliff would spell another
recession, something that we
can’t afford. Our government
needs a solution now.

Teacher fraud scandal reflects need for reform
US education system severely lagging,
requires more action from policymakers
W hat does a former N FL wide receiver, a
dignified former assistant principal and guidance
counselor, and a bunch of teachers in the midSouth have in common? They’re all cheaters, but
then again, so are we.
Federal prosecutors have just indicted Clarence
Mumford Sr., a former educator, for operating
what’s being called a “testing ring” in three
states since 1995. In this recent evolving scandal,
teachers who weren’t yet certified to teach a
par t icu lar subject, or needed a n addit ional
teaching license, paid Mumford to hire other
people to take their certification exams. This
allowed unqualified teachers, like Mumford’s own
son and Cedrick Wilson, a former player for the
Pittsburg Steelers to teach young Americans. For
17 years, students, through no fault of their own,
shuffled through teachers who would have been
otherwise unqualified and incapable of teaching

them if those “teachers” were playing by the rules.
Their actions are deplorable, but when you look
at our society at a whole, you can’t really blame
them. They simply wanted to become teachers,
but they were unwilling to put in the
hard work. For years, we’ve deluded
ourselves into believing that we can
cheat whatever system exists. We
could get rich quick, lose weight even
quicker and earn that college degree
by simply sitting on our couches in
Aaron
our foot ie pajamas and watching
McDuffie
reruns of our favorite T V shows.
First-year
We’ve been a nation that has been
political science
unwilling to put in the blood, sweat
student
and tears in order to get what we
want or what we need done.
While our collective laziness can be seen in
many aspects of daily lives, it’s probably most
e v ident when it come s to educ at ion. O u r
politicians like to sit and talk about needing a
strong education system, but time after time,
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we’ve implemented policies that don’t seem to
work. The No Child Behind Left Behind Act was
an utter failure, and giving waivers to 33 states
so they can “race to the top” isn’t helping anyone
either. Education reform of the real variety is
urgently needed here in the United States.
How can we expect to deal with our current and
future problems without solid and comprehensive
e d u c at io n f o r a l l of o u r c it i z e n s ? We’r e
facing a severe doctor shortage, and various
infrastructures are crumbling. No matter which
side you’re on, whether you’re a fan of school
vouchers or more federal oversight, when we
have teachers who cheat to be teachers, we can all
agree that something urgent needs to be done. We
don’t have any more time to waste by bickering or
arguing.
Fixing our nation’s schools, along with the
host of our other problems, is going to be hard
journey, but it has to be done. This time, we truly
can’t afford to leave anyone behind, but we can’t
just quite cheat our way to the top either.

in length and include the author’s name,
year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Daily Gamecock and must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.
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Charleston Cooks comes to capital
Posh kitchen supply
shop opens at Cross Hill
Mary Cathryn Armstrong

MARMSTRONG@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Multicolored spatulas, spoons and
whisks blossom from brightly painted
ceramic containers that dot the hewn
wooden tables. A metropolis of metal
instruments glitter in t he f iltered
sunlight and numerous skillets, dishes
and aprons line the shelves and hang
from stands placed sporadically around
the long room.
No, it’s not newest set of Paula Deen’s
new cooking show. It’s right here in
Columbia.
S a nd w ic he d b e t we e n t he ne w
Whole Foods and an array of specialty
shops in the Cross Hill Market sits
Charleston Cooks, the freshest haven
for the homemade chef in capital city.
Tagged as one the three up-and-coming
“maverick kitchen stores” in the state,
the establishment is the brainchild of
Maverick Southern Kitchens founder
and South Carolina native Dick Elliott.
Recently awarded a distinguished
a lu m n i award f rom USC , El l iot t
developed the concept for Charleston
Cooks from a similar cooking store
he spotted in Canada, which he soon
began molding to cater to the whims of
a traditional southern chef. The goal?
Create the perfect mixture of cuisine
and camaraderie, in a local setting that
promotes both a good time and new
skills behind the counter.

“So much of our lives revolve around
food,” said Charleston Cooks staff
member Scottie Rabb. “Our goal here
is to make cooking easier and simpler
so that you have time for the more
important, quality parts of life.”
Although Charleston Cooks is fully
stocked with every tool you’d ever need
to chop, zest, peel and slice your way
to the perfect meal, Rabb says another
integral part of the store is to provide
the proper skills to spice up your own
kitchen at home. Starting in December,
the store will offer a variety of cooking
classes designed for chefs at ever y
level. Each class will be formatted to fit

students, whether you prefer the watchand-taste method or the hands-on option
where you prepare your own meals in a
small group. Segments like knife skills,
beginners and even a “lunch express”
where participants are in and out of
the class during their lunch break are
already scheduled. And the best part is
that all tools and spices used in culinary
class can be purchased right on the sales
f loor. Local chefs from Charleston,
Greenville and Columbia will be on deck
to teach students all the necessary steps
and best methods to create delicious
veggie dishes, appetizers and of course,
shrimp and grits.

Photos by Andrew Askins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Charleston Cooks teaches customers the intricacies of traditional Southern cooking.

“All of the products we sell have been
used and tested in our very own kitchen,”
Rabb said. “We try to find companies
that provide the best equipment that
is durable and still easy to use. This
store is really all about cooking and not
tabletop presentation. Although we do
sell items to accompany cocktails or as
gifts, nothing is too ‘cutesy.’ We want to
provide everything for the home-based
cook — not using 18 ingredients but
instead items you may already have in
your pantry.”
While Rabb named the mess-free
garlic press as one of her favorite kitchen
tools the store sells, there are items
available for whatever dish a customer
is trying to whip up, from fresh pasta to
pancakes to pie. And for the miniature
chef-in-training, there’s plenty of pintsized whisks, ladles and chef’s hats to get
them on track. In short, cooking for the
southern chef needs to be blended with
equal parts social, savory and tradition,
and Charleston Cooks! is more than
happy to provide all of the above.
“There’s a lot of traditions we hand
down through food,” Rabb said. “When
you’re mak i ng cook ies w it h you r
grandmother, it’s not really about the
baking. She’s passing down advice and
you’re taking the time to make memories
together. I think that’s why cooking is
so important. It’s so much more than
just making the meal; it’s about bringing
people together.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Nickelodeon embraces ‘end of world’
Theater bases latest series
on Mayan prediction
Tyler Simpson

TSIMPSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

It’s 2012, which means that
it may be the end of the world
as we know it.
Su re , t here a re p eople
who believe that the Mayan
c a lend a r end i ng i n 2012
doesn’t mean the end of the
world, but it’s still an excuse
for believers to “celebrate”
t hei r “f i na l day s on t h is
Eart h.” A nd Nickelodeon
Theatre is looking to help in
the celebration.
Named after the R.E.M.
song “It’s t he End of t he
World As We Know It,” the
Nickelodeon’s late-n ight
movie event “And I Feel Fine”
will help countdown the days
u nt il t he Mayan calendar
cycle restarts and what people
are saying is the end of the
world occurs.
“ I t ’s f u n b e c a u s e w e
h ave n’t h ad a l at e -n ig ht
series here consistently,” said
Isaac Calvage, director of
marketing at the Nickelodeon.
“We wanted to take a loose

approach to the end of the
world with a series of latenight films.”
St a r t i ng ton ight a nd
cont inuing t hrough t hree
con sec ut ive Fr iday s , t he
Nickelodeon will screen a
series of “end of the world”
related films, beginning with
“G ho s t b u s t e r s” t o n i g ht ,
“War G ames” on Dec. 7,
“Outbreak” on Dec. 14 and
“Shaun of the Dead” on Dec.
21.
“We tried to pick films that
people would enjoy or films
like Outbreak, which really
isn’t played for laughs but still
a great movie,” Calvage said.
Calvage not only sees the
movie series as a thematic
event, but also as a opportunity
for movie lovers to gather and
share their passion for film.
“There are not a lot of
opp or t u n it ie s for mov ie
geeks to just get together and
celebrate a film,” Calvage said.
The day t he Mayan
calendar resets, Dec. 21, is
also the final day of the event.
After a screening of “Shaun of
the Dead,” the Nickelodeon
will host their own apocalypse
party at The Whig on Gervais

Courtesy of digitaltrends.com

The classic “Ghostbusters” starts screening tonight, the first in the “And I Feel Fine” Nickelodeon series.
Street. It will be open to the
public with a drink special
that relates to the end of the
world.
“With the party happening
at the end of ‘Shaun of the

Dead,’ I’m guessing that the
drink could be a red color,”
Calvage said.
To look up showtimes for
each film, visit nickelodeon.
org. If you wish to reserve a

ticket for a specific movie,
contact the Nickelodeon at
803-254-8234.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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EMPLOYMENT
Sodexo at THE NATIONAL
ADVOCACY CENTER is now
accepting applications for a
Part-time Front Desk Clerk
Qualified applicants must be
able to work weeknights and
Sundays, Most holidays off!
Apply in person, MondayWednesday, 9:30a-11:30a
and1:30p-3:30p. 1600
Hampton Street ANNEX,
Suite 310 Columbia, SC 29201
All applicants must be able to
pass a background check and
drug screen!! EEO AA/M/F/D/V
If student please attach
class schedule

EMPLOYMENT

Work-Study Position
The Office of Student Media
is looking for a front office
assistant to work 11am-2pm.
Duties include answering
phones, making copies,
data entry, preparing mail
outs, handling incoming and
outgoing mail, filing and other
duties as assigned. Please
contact Kristine at
777-7866 or email
kristine@mailbox.sc.edu
for more information

EMPLOYMENT
Student Media Ad team is
now hiring. We are looking for
students graduating no earlier
than May 2015. Please email
sarahs@mailbox.sc.edu for
more information.
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OPPORTUNITIES
$BARTENDING$, $300/Day
Potential, NO EXPERIENCE
NEC.Training Available.
800-965-6520 XT253A

FOR SALE

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days.
All prices include: Round-trip
luxury party cruise.
Accommodations on the
island at
your choice of 13 resorts.
Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com
800-867-5018

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE

TODAY
ERIC CHURCH W/ JUSTIN MOORE AND
KIP MOORE
6:30 p.m. doors / 7:30 p.m. show,
$37.50 to $47.50
Colonial Life Arena, 801 Lincoln St.

HOROSCOPES

Aries

There’s a lot of energy
available. You r home
base is wa it i ng to
be inspired. A fter
meditation and
reevaluation, fire them
u p w it h e v e r y t h i n g
you’ve got.

Taurus

Don’t pu s h you r s el f
or your good luck too
hard. Or do, but accept
t he r i s k w it h a l l it s
con sequence s. Tr u st
you r i n s t i nc t s w he n
going for the big prize

Gemini

Leo

Watch out for surprises.
S e nd s omeb o d y el s e
ahead, and let them take
the risks for now. You
can pay them back later
with your creative ideas.

Virgo

Your friends are your
inspirat ion. Schedule
meetings and parties.
Accept a challenge if
it p a y s we l l . C r e at e
clear ideas out of t he
confusion. You’re very
attractive now.

Libra

A clear v ision of t he
future opens up.
Double-check your work
to avoid errors. Hope is
triumphant. Focus on
fi nances for a couple of
days.

Ca reer mat ters most
now. Fi nd a rela x i ng
place away from
distractions where you
can be most productive.
Fo c u s o n w h a t y o u
b el ie v e i n a nd w h at
you’re passionate about.

For a few days, you’re the
king of the mountain.
Get in action. You have
the resources you need.
Figure it out.

Should you go or should
you stay? Romance may
be challenging, but it’s
well worth the effort.
Dress for a special event.

Cancer

Scorpio

Sagittarius

Rev iew you r budget,
and focus on work. Set
team goals, and get into
the research. It’s getting
fun.

Capricorn

Be more w il l i ng to
share t he load. Look
for the pieces that don’t
fit. Find a need and fi ll
it. Get ready to make
your choices. Imagine a
brighter future.

Aquarius

TODAY

TOMORROW

CAROLS ALONG THE RIVERWALK
6 p.m., free
Axtell Drive at Naples Avenue, Cayce
Riverwalk Park

5TH ANNUAL FESTIVUS: THE ART
VANDELAY SHOP-N-SIP TOUR
4 p.m. to 8 p.m., free
Five Points

INTO THE DEPTHS, FULL COLOR GUILT,
MOOSE NUCKLE

CAROLINA CARILLON HOLIDAY PARADE

9 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

9:45 a.m., free
Statehouse to Park Street

Hold on to your cash,
and focus on your work
for the next couple of
days. The best things
in life are free. Personal
creations elevate your
self-esteem.

11/30/12

Pisces

Do what you c a n to
help t he ot her s st ay
relaxed and calm. Stay
close to home a nd
replenish stocks. The
perfect solut ion may
be an u ncomfortable
situation.

doing it

DAILY
dailygamecock.com

11/30/12

1 2 3 4

for 11/29/12

ACROSS
1 Losing casino roll
5 Motorola’s Droid
__ phone
9 Smart way to
think?
14 Probate
determination
15 Case for tiny
scissors
16 Time to strike
17 “Guess the joke’s
__”
18 Rory McIlroy’s
game
19 Lightens
20 Legume
polisher?
23 Play matchmaker
for
24 “Mad Men”
revenue
28 Singer Al after a
jog?
33 Preﬁx with gram
36 City known for its
cheese
37 Country rocker
Steve
38 Matter of opinion
40 Powerfully built
42 Level
43 First sign,
astrologically
45 She played
Addie in “Paper
Moon”
47 Advance
teaching deg.
48 Reptiles won at
fundraisers?
51 Where to take it
from?
52 Civil rights org.
56 Cubicle
reorganization?
61 Expand, as a
compressed ﬁle
64 Mélange
65 Logic lesson verb
66 Soft leather
67 Plasma bits
68 Variable quantity
69 Didn’t go on
70 Punching tool ...
or, read
differently, a hint
to 20-, 28-, 48and 56-Across
71 Sugar and spice
amts.
DOWN
1 Preps for the
chef, say

2 Soprano
Fleming
3 Go for
4 Celeb wedding
feature, often
5 U.S. Army unit
6 Minimal step
7 Phonetic
alphabet ender
8 9-Down solo
9 U2 guitarist
10 Dock pest
11 Island in the
Aegean
12 Prompt
13 EMS
destinations
21 “__ and away!”
22 Smoke, slangily
25 Weird
26 Fished with pots
27 Bergen dummy
29 “Neato!”
30 Wrings one’s
hands, say
31 “Let me try that
again ...”
32 Three-nation pact
of the ’90s
33 Estranged
34 “Don’t Know
Why” singer
Jones
35 Biography subtitle
39 Sailor’s port
41 Laugh syllable

Solutions from 11/29/12

44 Fed, in a way
46 Bistro window
posting
49 Clean Air Act org.
50 Alarmed to the
max
53 Puffy dos
54 Workshop tool
55 “__ Dragon”:
1977 Disney ﬁlm
57 Hair affair
58 Sci-ﬁ race
59 Wrongs
60 Run the show
61 Make the most of
62 One in an order

63 Down-under 10point game tile
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Courtesy of USC Athletics Media Relations

Redshirt junior MIchael Flach took last season off to train for Olympic trials, finishing eighth in the 200-meter butterfly. His goal is to compete in the 2016 Olympics in Rio.
FLACH ● Continued from 8
Moody saw Flach’s determination
through his training.
“There were times where he had to
be by himself and do things separate
from the rest of the team,” Moody
said. “That made him tougher. It’s
rewarding because you get to see all
of the things that he accomplished.”
Flach ack nowledged t hat
redshirt ing gave him a lot more
freedom in his training. He took
cla s se s of f for spr i ng seme ster
and traveled around the countr y
to t rain w it h dif ferent at hletes,
most notably, gold medalist Ryan
Lochte, in Florida. He cherished the
experience to learn from Lochte.
“You get to see one of the best in
the world,” Flach said. “You try to
soak up as much knowledge as you
can, which is what I did, and I think
it’s helped me.”

The experience of redshirt ing
and training with Lochte changed
Flach’s perspec t ive a nd opened
e y e s t o t he ide a of s w i m m i n g
professionally. But it did take him
away from USC and his teammates.
“It was tough to sit back a nd
watch my teammates go through the
season, and know I could be there if
I didn’t redshirt,” he said.
Flach’s teammates acknowledged
that he was missed last season.
“It was prett y rough,” redshirt
junior Matt Navata said. “During
dual meets, it was always a huge
disappointment if we lost as a team
bec au se we k new t hat M ichael
would have made such a huge impact
on the outcome. His presence alone
pumps up the team like no other.”
And while Flach also serves as the
team prankster, Navata said he earns
that right by also being one of its

Visit us.
www.dailygamecock.com

hardest workers.
“But he can joke arou nd w it h
everybody and bring a better sense
of fun to the team,” Navata said.

Flach starts every meet by
c h a rg i n g t h e t e a m w i t h h i s
personal motto “Let’s shock the
world, boys,” and Moody said his
confidence rubs off on the rest of
the swimmers.
“You can see a difference in the
team with him back,” Moody said.
“In every meet that we go into, I
think there is this confidence that
we lacked last year.”

And while it’s a ways away, Flach
has aspirations to bring his talents
and t hat conf idence to t he 2016
Olympics in Rio.
“It is defi nitely in the back of my
mind as a long-term goal,” he said.
“There is definitely going to be a
lot of stepping-stones to get there,
but hopefully I’ll take it one day
at a time. And in the end, it’ll be
something that I shoot for.”

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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Flach’s return boosts USC swim team
Redshirt junior competed at
Olympic trials in Omaha, Neb.
Tanner Abel

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Soft-spoken and reserved outside
the pool, Michael Flach’s actions
speak for him when he’s swimming
in it. The redshirt junior was at
Oly mpic t r ia ls t h is s u m mer i n
Omaha, Neb. , racing against the
likes of Michael Phelps.
Flach was the only one out of the
six USC male swimmers at the trials
who made it to the fi nals of an event.
He finished eighth in 200-meter
butterfly, an event that Phelps won.
For Flach, it was an incredible
experience to be in Omaha, one he’ll
remember for the rest of his life.
“ It w a s s u r r e a l , g e t t i n g t he

national exposure it got and being
on primetime TV,” Flach said. “The
venue was like a basketball arena
f illed at mass capacit y, but t hey
put a pool in the middle of it. It’s
something you never really get to
see unless you get to this type of
stage. So it’s something I’ll never
forget.”
He realized there were lights and
cameras ever y where around him
but was thankful it did not affect his
performance.
“You try not to think about it,”
Flach said. “But at some point it did
hit me that I’m going to be right next
to Michael Phelps in this heat, and
the cameras will be everywhere.”
Flach took last season off from
swimming at USC to focus solely on
the trials. After making the All-SEC
freshman team, and then being an

All-American in the 500 freestyle
the following year, he decided to
pursue his dreams of mak ing an
Olympic team.
USC swimming coach McGee
Moody believes Flach’s dedication is
his strongest attribute.
“W hen M ike com m it s to
something, he really puts all his
effort into it,” Moody said. “He is
a guy who told me a year and a half
ago that he wanted to be in a fi nal at
Olympic trials, and that he wanted
to make a national team and swim in
international meets. So we sat down
and rattled off a bunch of different
things that he needed to do in order
to achieve this. And he said ‘I’m in.’”
Flach was especially appreciative
o f h i s f a m i l y, c o a c h e s a n d
teammates support of his decision
of redshirting a year to chase his

Olympic aspirations.
“My teammates put aside their
goals to support what I was doing,”
he said. “It was definitely a great
moment for me. I a lso have to
t ha n k my pa rent s for bei ng so
encouraging. They were behind
me when I decided to redsh ir t.
They basically said ‘We’ll help you
another year to get through school
and follow your dreams.’”
Flach t rained for t rials in
Columbia with his teammates and
coaches. He knew it was going to be
intense, but also fun.
“I was on deck with my friends
and coaches every day,” Flach said.
“It was hard going into it; I had to
sacrifice a lot, but it paid off in the
end.”
FLACH ● 7

POSTSEASON PREDICTIONS
Isabelle
Khurshudyan

Sports Editor

Editor’s note: Before the season,
The Daily Gamecocks sports staff
made some predictions about
the season, like the BCS National
Championship game and who
would win the Heisman Trophy.
For the most part, we were wrong.
Now that the season is drawing
to a close and the scenarios are
much more limited, we’re going to
give it another shot.

Alabama over Georgia

Paulina
Berkovich

Asst. Sports
Editor

Alabama over Georgia

30-13

24-7

Notre Dame over Alabama

Alabama over Notre Dame

Oregon over Kansas State

Oregon over Kansas State

27-24

20-14

45-37

49-20

Florida over Oklahoma

Florida over Kent State

20-17

44-12

Florida State over Louisville

Florida State over Rutgers

38-10

24-7

Stanford over Nebraska

Stanford over Nebraska

35-17

27-24

Gamecocks over WHERE DOES Gamecocks over
Northwestern USC LAND? Northwestern
33-17

Johnny Manziel
Texas A&M

Bill O’Brien

Penn State

38-14

HEISMAN
TROPHY
WINNER
COACH OF
THE YEAR

Johnny Manziel
Texas A&M

Urban Meyer
Ohio State

