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Arc at 30: Is this Australia's most tenacious artist-run space? 

Rodney Forbes 

The original Art Resources Collective (Arc) at Yinnar in Gippsland had its origin in an active group of students finishing their 

studies at the Gippsland School of Art (now Monash's Gippsland Centre for Art and Design) and wanting somewhere to_ con

tinue working in a collaborative manner. 

The Gippsland School of Art was a radical experiment in Art Education, founded by Dutch painter/printmaker Kees Hos. He 

believed profoundly in freedom, and proved it by risking his life to hide and pipeline to safety fugit ive Jews in nazi occupied 

Holland. His Gippsland art school had 24 hour access, no grades, no cri t sessions and a sense of equality between lecturers and 

students. It valued collaboration and cross-disciplinary practice long before these became fashionable in contemporary art. 

Hos hired exci ting contemporary artists to teach in the school and maintained an ambitious international visiting artist pro

gram. Word soon spread and the school attracted ambitious artists as lecturers and students, who were to go on to become 

some of Australia's leading artists and curators. Above all, the ethos of the school honoured resourcefulness and this was a 

quality certainly in evidence during Arc's first tenuous years of existence. 

Inheriting many of the values of Kees Hos's free art school, Arc proved to be a refuge and lifel ine for contemporary Gippsland 

artists who wanted to remain and practice in the ravishing Gippsland landscape when their courses ended. It helped qual ity 

artists to remain in the area, contributing to the exceptional contemporary art scene Central Gippsland enjoys today. 

I remember the kerosene lamp-lit inaugural meeting to explore the idea of Arc at artist Rodney Scherer's hobbit-like dwelling in 
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the Jeeralang Hills. Scherer was the unstoppable motivating force beh ind Arc in its early years as it rented an abandoned 

school in Boolarra, then secured ownership of an ex Butter Factory, its present home, in Yinnar. 

It has been suggested that Arc was the first artist-run initiative, as we now think of them, in Victoria. The collective work and 

passion of many artists and administrators and the support of the local community has sustained Arc over a long period when 

many similar ventures have come and gone. 

Arc continues to provide a quality working and exhibiti ng venue for contemporary artists, curators and musicians in Gippsland 

and to honour the principles on which it was founded. Long may it thrive. 

Churchill 2012 

Rodney Forbes is a painter, curator and writer and the Director of Gippsland Centre for Art and Design at Monash University 
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Opening Speech Arc at 30 

69 Smith St Gallery 

I started my studies at Gippsland school of Art in 1980, lured there 
from Melbourne by its reputation as a radical art school, and my last 
year of undergraduate study was 1982, the year arc started. 

As the end of art school loomed, I went along to a late night meeting 
at Rod Scherer's hobbit-like house in Bennet's Creek where the idea of arc was 
first discussed. I had no idea back then that I would end up as the head of the art 
school and Rod had no idea that he would become the Director of the 
regional gallery. It just seemed like finishing art school meant a 
return to the city and a boring day job 

Rod and I had quite a good no-income collaboration going, designing 
and printing posters and t shirts. I remember that we did the other 
than a nine dash five poster, which celebrated the art school's 24 hour 
access, sadly a casualty of OHS policies, the inaugural Boolarra wood 
chop poster, and a tee shirt lampooning the publicity for the NGVs van 
Gogh blockbuster. That t shirt ended up in the wearable art collection 
of the Australian National Gallery- I guess that gave me my first 
inkling that you could forge an art career while living in the 
country. 

A lot of other artists had the same feeling and I guess that's what 
created the idea of arc. Arc really is a treasure. With no recurrent 
government funding, it survives in a tiny country town like Yinnar and 
gives many Gippsland contemporary artists their first solo show as 
well as providing the focus for many great collaborative exhibitions. 

I'm very honoured that arc has invited me to open this wonderful 
exhibition celebrating it's first thirty years. I was thirty when I 
first moved to Gippsland (you can do the sums)! I had my first solo 
show outside art school at arc and next Tuesday I'll be opening my 
15th solo show at Australian Galleries just down that street there. 
(do come along!) 

So don't let anyone ever tell you you can't launch an art career from 
the country. And I think arc's inspirational message is that when a 
group of people get together and cooperate they can defy all the odds. 

Thank you 

Rodney Forbes 
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Acung Dilt'lLo•: Hya 11 Johnston 
O pen 7 days, IO,uH- 4pm, puhil< holidays lpm- 1pm, Free 
entry Llkt..· u~ on Facd JOok and follow us on 1 wiue1. 
12 July 10 9 Sepl<mher 
JJropo)liiUII /·or n Htllltttr Mc1rrh ami " Wad .. 
C11be Hot /1 11 Ut~llocm 
lt,t.~ fa t hiMk ami I om N il hubou 

69 Smith Street 
A<llsl Run Sp.t<e, 6'1 Smtih Slt <el, l'll troy VIC 3065 
m . 040 5 629 0'1 I 

e: tnfu~.,6~snurh~t H.'t!llOin .• au 
www.69~n t a t h !)tl c:ct.tom .• lll 
W«l lo ~.II II ,un ·Spm, Sun noon- 5pm 

4 July 10 22 July 
lied 
Li t. z.utdla 

'J 1m~e Mc11 muJ 11 Ued 1/ecul 
K•hopy, O llu Uut on, Thomas Delohcc )'• 
ami P,1tr i..:k Jcn11ang!) Ba .1dy. 

Sewwl liclwon 
K.uy Bowman 

Similwulr) II 
Susan P.tvl'' '-'11.. h 
Sucrl})lltUI 

Amy Mtlls 

F1011ugt> W01k:>lwp 
Su~dn Pa\ lov11 .. h, h ll M.uJ~cl ll , M.u·t,HJ ile Ltll le. 

25July 10 12 Augus l 
luulml~tstelll 

J ulu:~~A n nt! Arlll.)tmng· Rupl!'r 

'Jiu· JJ1ml Snluh• 
P.111la M,L..,ughl in 

/oun1ry wi1l1 '' fJenrtl 
Mirt>illc: HeJufrcnte'l 

15 Augusllo 2 Sc.> plembcr 
nrc t11 JO 
A ~roup ~huw by John Abe a y, Sharon Andeason, 
l>ana Ashlo.~ko ff, Prw: Ckmcnts, Shcll ~y ML:Ocrmon, 
Sul! Pavlovu. h, Jt:nny Peterson, 1Ji(1r111e Shaw, Fiona West , 
Anthe.a Will iam!), 

/.,kc:m:ss 
A gro11p ~how hy llltlllbCJ:t 

Sophie Gannon Gallery 
2 Alherl ~IIC<I , Ki t hmouJ VIC j 141 
1: OJ ~42 1 ll~57 

W\VW.)UphiC~.IIliUHtg.JII~I y.<.t HII,J ll 

Tuc!.) to S.H ll.tm ·Spm 

24 July 10 25 Augus l 
Sa1,uplwgus 
Juli.t deVtlk 

I August to 5 August 
Mdhot11nc: Alll .ur ~tJ t H.I!<t c 42 .md 4 \ 

WWW.Sl( p lltl l llll li.IU g ll HIIl l:>illlt.! t y.CQ!l\.J. ll 

Wed lo l'n l pm- 5pm, Sal l l,un- 5pm .u1d by appoinlm« ll. 

4 July lo 14 July 
Jill Andcr>on 
Opc.> nmg Salut d.ty 7 July 

II July 10 28 July 
Soulh t;allery: Janelle Humphtqs 
Opening Saw rd.ty 14 luly 

IS July 10 28 July 
D.tvtd MJrl iu 
Upemug SaiUrd• y 21 July 

I Augusl lo I I Augusl 
Peter I hnchison 
Opemng Sd1tud.1y 4 August. 

15 Augus l 10 I Seplcmber 
Jasou Haufe 
Opcmug SJ1Urd.1y 18 Augusl. 

St Heliers Street 
Store and GaJlery 
The Abbotsl01d Convtlll, 

' ' I 

I S1 I k hcts Slretl, Abbol>fotd VIC 3067 
1: 03 ~41 5 8022 
e: info[&Jsthcli~ t .)$lre!CI.COIII 

www.sthel at r~trcet.com 

W~d to Sun IO.un .. 6pm 

~ l.·E Y E 
' 

.,. 
l~lw, In:, \ ,., 1 lltlttff..om~·. ,1(11 .~. ,h..,·l l.u. ••n 
p.tp~o.·l, lh \ Jt, till 

6 Ju ly lu 12 Augus1 

Ptwu,gs uj ~~~ve-'s Pwmm~s 

!;,t l ldu.-rs ~l l ct:l C;&llt·ry at the: Ahi.Jv1slo rd Conwnt 
pn·scn ts Pmmmgs oj !>trvt.•') Pmlfl111gs, d group show 
le.nu11ng Khys Let, Hoh Mr H.tffie, Monlok I ;nflilhs, 
p,,, Murphy, Nephew C.un, Wtdcllc, Spew Corp, 
IIMlk Jo)~r).){ll\ and s .. t (..uopcr 
O pe ning 1-rad.ay IJ ju ly, Spm-Xpm 

Seu ling 111 for a 1'1 ~tl ay 111gh1 Jl 1hc l lou;c ul 
l {t:f~~:.-~hmcnt, a e~uiMs Matlok (,n fli th~ Jncl Ncph~w 
Cam Wl'll' .suuultuncously \Wcrcomt w11h .1 nc:c-c.l to 

h?d " d 

anuast wn ters, Jrtasts and communily organisations, 
Untillu~ &eccnt tlepa1ture l landsome Steve cre.&recJ a 
untquc atmosphere fo r tenancs and the faM Jdio u)ly 
c.:1.11 io us. Denizens were met wirh a famou~ly .)paasc 
menu, but the abundant, Ironically ril:h e nvu oumcnl 
egmted msparcltaon. 

23 Augusllo 17 SeJ>Iember 

Fane fimuly Lwmg 

Ha nk Jostfsson, Julia McFarlane, M•llok G n ffilhs 
and Kick Mtlovanovtc. 

0 1>enmg 23 Augu>l, 5pm- 8J>m 

The Substation 
I Markel S11 ee1 Notvpoll, VIC 3015 
t: 03 9391 I II 0 
e: mto@lhcsui>SI.lllOtl.Org.au 
www.ll lesul>.stat•on.org.au 
Thur 10 Sun lla m-Spm 

Unlil 16 Seplcmbc r 
S11b12 
Sanlina A malo, Trevdy.ut C lay, Ry Haskings, 
Mdt k Tilmatsh, l!cbocca Agnew, )uau Fo rd , 
Sleven Rend• II. Sa nne Mesll<• m, Sle ven Asquilh, 
Sclnja Pahoki, Simon Pericich, Masato Takasaka. 
1\velvc: nJliSts twdv\! weeks twelve ambrtiou:, nt'w works. 

Sutton Gallery 
254 llrunSwiCk S11e<1, ~llt.roy VIC J065 
1: 0 3 94 16 0727 
W\"1\Y.Sultongallery.com.au 
Ttt<S 10 Sal llam-5J>m 

30 June 10 24 July 
Ja,kson Slauery 

Rebecca Ann Hobbs 

2 Augusl 10 I Seplember 
~1ephen Bush 

Swan Hill Regional Art Gallery 
liocseshoe llcnd,Swan Hill VIC 35~5 
1: 03 5036 24JO 
WWW,)WdllfHII:li i.COill 

Tut') to fori IO~IIll-5pm, Sat ;.md Su n I lam- Spm 

II July 10 26 Augusl 

Syzygy 
I I," 'Y N.mkm 

l~xpo~ed l>y the )ky un d c.ar mom1 lc~::. n1ghts .11 Lo~kt.· 
l'yndl n.:ar Sw;111 II il l. li.ln y Na nkin'~ r.:mark<.1blc 

•• • .. · ·~ . 
,,, • . . 
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II July IO 5 Augusl 

C.:lrous Co/111 
Micht llc ll lllll 

A 1l exhih iuon cxploria lg the cycles of t h ~ c•eativt dll d 

emotiOtMI spcl.trum, a collcctit)ll of 22 works, d 1vided 
by I he co ntcplual aud aes1hetic 1hcmes of chao; and 
<.aim. 1'imt:s of spontae1co us ac tivity are heightened 
l>y attl <H.:tmn to vtvid c.:olour, intensity of detail, 
c.:o nglom~rat iOII of ideas and concepts, and ,, pH.>CC:)~ 
o f autmnata t dbstr:tction. Tunes of g10uncl ing aec 
txl!mphtied by re!)traint Jnd a measured pn.x:~s~, mort· 
refined concepts, and an c:scape from overstimula11011, 
.)hafting to muted tolours .md natur~tl is t iC fo rm. 

7 Augusl 10 2 Seplombcr 

lu umncouly 

A toll~cllon of Slll<:lllcr work.) from 1he pcaman.:111 
collection. I ht:, cxhtUtllo n p10vid~s the v1ewe' the 
oppot tuatuy to considet stale, delaal and 1he aao tion 
of 111IU'Ila t e VCI.)liS epiC. 

Switchback Gallery 
G tppsla nd C.enlr< lor An and Design, 
Mouash Untversuy ( ;ippsla nd Campus, 
Kui ld ing 6S, Churtlull VIC 3~'12 
r: 03 9902 6261 
e: gippsland@,rndes.n•o twsh.edu.au 
Mon to ~r i 9am-5pm or by appointnat:nL 

Unlil 5 July 
Un -th.cllmutisetl 
1'1 escntcd by MonJsh University Museum of AI t I 
MUMA. Cura1cd by C.uhcrinc llennells·Cash , lealuc in!\ 
woa ks by Geoff Lowe, jdm~s Mor nson, Su:,nn Norrie o.~ud 
Ula1r 1·re thowan, amo ngst o tl"·rs. 

I I Ju ly 10 2 Augusl 
Zllltulolr 
l'alllllllgs b) UAE· bJscd Syn.m ar1 is1 Zahidah Milh,· 
Opemng Tuesd.ty I 0 July, Spm 

8 1\ugu>l 10 30 1\ugusl 
Luue Of~en.sathm 

ltiSiall,tllou by Kuu McUouald. 
Opemug 1 uesday 7 Augusl. 5pm 




