MHR A

Modern Humanites Research Association

Backare

Author(s): Percy W. Long

Source: The Modern Language Review, Vol. 8, No. 3 (Jul., 1913), p. 373
Published by: Modern Humanities Research Association

Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/3712690

Accessed: 10/06/2014 21:20

Y our use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

JSTOR is anot-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon awide range of
content in atrusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms
of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

Modern Humanities Research Association is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access
to The Modern Language Review.

http://www.jstor.org

This content downloaded from 195.34.78.148 on Tue, 10 Jun 2014 21:20:12 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions



https://core.ac.uk/display/212117181?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublisher?publisherCode=mhra
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3712690?origin=JSTOR-pdf
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

Mascellaneous Notes 373

achtzehn Jahren hatte der junge Sharpham seine juristischen Studien
beendet und begab sich nach London. (It will be observed that
Dr Nibbe not only credits Sharpham with an Oxford course, for
which there is no evidence, but informs us further that he did not
read for the B.A. degree in the ordinary way, but pursued the study
of law, like a German student of to-day who was to make law his
profession.)

All this might have been spared us if Dr Nibbe had consulted
Foster’s Alumni Oxonienses and the original records of the University,
in which Sharpham’s name has not yet been found. But, if he was
not an Oxford man, he was clearly not the ‘Ed. Sharphell” who
wrote the Sonnet.

G. C. MoORE SMITH.

SHEFFIELD.

‘ BACKARE.

Let us, that are poor petitioners, speak too :
Baccare! you are marvellous forward. Taming of the Shrew, 11, i, 73.
The New English Dictionary and Webster echo Nares' conjecture
that this Elizabethan expression for ‘retire,’ ‘ stand back’ was intended
originally to ridicule someone pretending to knowledge of Latin. In
Lyly’s use,
The masculine gender is more worthy than the feminine, therfore Licio, backare.
Midas, 1, i, 4,
there might be suspected some connotation of pedantry, but hardly in
the earlier quasi-proverbial use by Udall:

Backare, quoth Mortimer to his sow.

A hitherto uncited passage in Grange's The Golden Aphroditis
(. 1577, Diij) suggests rather a military signal to retreat, and
Italian rather than Latin. Udall, Lyly and Shakespeare will admit
without difficulty this interpretation:

Yet wrested he o0 his effeminate hand to the siege of backewarde affection, that
both trumpe and drumme sounded nothing for their Larum, but Baccare, Baccare.

PErcy W. LoNe.
CAMBRIDGE, Mass.
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