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danger, he recommends tha t  au thor i ty  be given to the bu i ld ing  depar tment  of 
the city to compel owners of bui ld ings  over six stories in he igh t  to provide 
their own fire-fighting apparatus  in the  form of inter ior  standpipes and  the  
necessary hose and o ther  equipments.  

No reliance can be placed, he  holds, on the  so-called fire-proof construc- 
tion of walls and floors, since th is  has  been over and  over proved falla- 
cious. W. 

MAIZE OIL- -A  VALUABLE PRODUCT FROM T H E  INDIAN CORN. 

The following informat ion from a recent  Government  publ icat ion may 
pave the way for the  es tabl ishment  of a profitable industry:  

" I n  the  manufac tu re  of s tarch and glucose, and  in some varieties of 
maize meal, the  germ, which  contains the  larger  percentage  of oil, is ex- 
tracted. From this  germ a valuable oil is expressed, while the  residue forms 
a food material  as valuable in  every respect  as tha t  derived by  the  expres- 
sion of the oil from ordinary oily seeds. Maize oil is easily purified, and  
forms a light,  amber-colored, perfect ly t ransparent  liquid, wi thout  rancid- 
ity and of a ~ pleasant  taste. I t  has been used to some e x t e n t  as a salad 
oil, and doubtless will in  the  future  be very great ly  employed for t ha t  pur- 
pose. I t  can also be used for lubr ica t ing delicate machinery ,  has  fine burn-  
ing properties, and  can be used as a lamp oil. The  coarser and  less pure  
oil makes a valuable soap. In  general ,  i t  may be said t ha t  maize oil has  a 
commercial value, gallon for gallon, quite equal to the  oil derived from cotton 
seeds. ' ' W. 

THE F U T U R E  OF A C E T Y L E N E  AS AN I L L U M I N A T I N G  AGENT. 

In a thoughtfu l  editorial on th is  subject,  the  Eleclrica t. World advances the  
following views upon  the  role which  acetylene may be expected to play as an 
illuminant in compet i t ion wi th  gas and electr ici ty : 

"As  a compet i tor  in the  i l lumina t ing  field acetylene will probably  be a 
greater rival of i l l umina t ing  gas t h a n  of electric current ,  and  it  is possible 
that  its success will be of more benefit  t han  ha rm to the  latter.  I t  is tile old 
story over again of one r ival  s t imula t ing  ano ther  in competi t ion,  and  by means 
of improved service and  reduced cost increas ing  the  demand  b y  an a m o u n t  
greater than its own supply. I l lumina t ing  gas, electric l igh t ing  and acetylene 
all have thei r  own individual  advantages  which,  to a certain extent ,  outl ine 
certain fields of applicat ion of each in which  the  others  cannot  compete. For  
vehicle l ighting,  inc luding  t ra in  l ight ing,  ~-d  for gas distr ibut ion where  but  a 
smaU percentage is used for fuel, acetylene will probably show advantages over 
other forms of gas ; whi le  for combined hea t ing  and l igh t ing  servicefrom one 
system, i l luminat ing  gas canno t  be met  by e i ther  acetylene or electric current,  
but for isolated p lant  service, thea t re  l igh t ing  and M1 eases where  ease of con- 
trol from a distance or convenience of igni t ion or adaptabi l i ty  to special deco- 
rative effects, are of any  importance,  the  electric cur ren t  has  the  advantage.  
It  cannot be met  by its compet i tors  in the  qualities of safety, neatness, clean- 
liness, convenience and  e legance."  W. 


