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1. Obfervations on the Straits of Malacca, in regard fo Natu-
ral Hiflory, Geography, and Commerce. By C, HANSEL*.

THE ifland of Puilo Pinang, which lies clofe to the coaft
of Queda, between the fifth and fixth degree of northern
latitude, and which now belongs to the Englith Eaft India
company, may ferve as a proof how well the Enghfh under-
{tand the art of eftabhfhmg colonies, and bringing them in a
fhort time to a ﬂourlfh.ng condition. About the year 17845
the Malay king of Quieda made a prefent of the whole ifland
to Mr. James Light, the captain of a country fhip trading
thither, and the latter fold it to the Eaft India company,
with the provifo that he thould be appointed governor of it}
which was accordingly done, and he remained in that office
till the end of the year 1795. The ifland was uninhabited, and
ennre!y covered with wood. In order to ereét a few houfes
it was neceflary, therefore, to deftroy part of the wood, which
was effefted chiefly by means of fire.

This ifland, which was now cal'ed Prince of Wales
Ifland, I wifited, for the firft time, in the year 1793, con=
{Lquendy nine years after it had been taken poffeflion of by
the Englith. At that _period a beautiful town, of a pretty
confiderable extent, and regularly laid out, had been built.
A particular part of it was deftined for the Malays and other
Afiatics, a great number of whom had already eftablithed

* From Yournal fur Fabrit, Manufiur, Handlung, und Mode, O&obex
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themfelves in the place. The market was well fupplied with
fruits, fifh, and other neceflaries. A confiderable. trade had
alfo begun to be carried on. Ships from Bengal brought
hither oprum, rice, and cotfon, which were bartered for
pepper, tin, betel:nuts, and gold-duft. All the company’s
thips tonch here in their voyage to China, as well as the
large fleets from Bombay and Madras. The arrival of {o
many veflels makes this place a ﬂap} 2, where buying, f{ell-
ing and bartermg are eontinually going on. The harbour,
which is formed by the coalt of Queda and the eaft coaft of
the ifland, 1s deep, and fecure from every wind. Thofe who
are unacquainted with its geographical fituation imagine
tliey aré entering a river; fo thort is its diftance fronr the
continent. ~When viewed from the weft fide, the ifland ap-
pears to be round, and its mountains'may be feen at a con=
fiderable diftance. It is about thirty-five or thirty-fix miles
in circumference:. The prefent inhabitants have applied
chiefly to the ewltivation of pepper, which is in a thriving
condition, and promifes to turn out very advantageous. As
the ifland produces excellent timber for fhip-building, docks
have been formed, and a great many veflels have already
been launched.

A few miles from the town is a foreft, which, rifing gra«
dually, covers the mountains behind it. From the fummit
of the higheft of thefe mountains a large ftream of water
prcge&s itfelf more than 4 hundred feet, with a prodigious
roaring noife, on the rocks below, where, after being col=
lected in various natural bafons, it forms a fmall rivulet, and
then proceeds through the town, with a winding courfe, to
the fea. One can hardly conceive how pleafant and refreth-
ing it is for thofe relaxed by the heat of the climate to bathe
in one of thefe hafons, as the water is kept in a continual
ftate of cootnefs by the thady branches of the trees, which
form over them a fort of archesy and letend them from the

fays of the fun. The coolnels of thefe’g groves, the majeftic
roar of the waterfall, and the noife of a variety of unknown
infeéts, make this an agreeable retreat to thofe who have a
tafte for the beauties of nature. 1In the year 1796, country-
Loufes were erecied amidft thefe fairy groves, which, in
the
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the courfe of time, may be converted into Englifh gar-
dens.

In the year 1789 the king of Queda took it in his head to
demand back the ifland from the Englifh ; and, as the latter
{howed no inclination to comply with his defire, he affem-
bled a confiderable army on the coaft oppofite to the ifland,
in order to lay fiege to it in form. That he might infpire
his troops with more courage he gave them an entertain-
ment, at which opiim was not fpared. His Malayan ma-
Jjefty did not fail to get intoxicated along with his warriors;
and this being reported to the Englifh by means of their
fpies, they attacked the Malays in their camp, killed their
king, made a great {laughter among them, and thus put an
end to the war. A regular ftone fort has fince been built,
in which a garrifon is conftantly maintained of three batta-
lions of fepoys and Europeans.

At firft, {hips that touched here were obliged to fait back
the fame way they had entered; which was attended with
this inconvenience, that thole veflels defined to proceed
further ti’;rough the Straits of Malacca gould not take ad-
vantage of a fair wind, becaufe it blows dire&tly inta the
harbour, and by thefe means five or fix days were often loft,
In the year 1791, however, captain Popham* difcovered a
paflage round the fonth-eaft end of the ifland, by which
this inconvenience s obviated.

To fail hence for Malacca there are two ways; one of
which, for large fhips, lies between two dangerous fand-
banks, where a continual and rapid current, which runs

ither north-weft or {fouth-eaft, reqixires all the attention of

# Captain Popharn is the gentleman who commanded the expedizion
of the Englith to Oftend.  As far as I remember, he commanded, in the
year 1791, a fhip named J/ Trufro, which had been! fited our at Oftend
by the Englifh and failed under the Tufean flag. - During the peace he
obtained permiffion from the Board of Admiralty, being then a licutenant
in the navy, 1o enter into the mcrchaint fervice ; but as foon as the war
broke out, he was again employed on board a fhip of war. —H.

Captairr Popham fuperintended laft year the embarkation of the Ruffian
traops deflined for Holland, and affifted the operations of the Briiith army
in that country, He received the honour of knighthood from the eme
perar Pagly being made a knight of Malia—Eptyr.

Ceo the
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the pilot to pafs in fafety. Nature, however, feems as ii
defirous to afford here every poffible affifiance, fince the Aru
iflands on the weft fide, which confift of fome {mall un-
inhabited rocks, ferve the pilot as good marks to fteer by.
‘When thele difappear, the fummit of the mountain Parcelar
is.difcovered on the eaft fide, which muft be kept in a cer-
tain direftion, according to the current, in order to pafs
without danger. As navigators between thefe fand-banks
have often to ftruggle with bad weather and contrary winds,
it is 1mpoffible to procecd but by continually heaving the
lead, which is indeed attended with danger. The fecond
paflage lies along the coaft through the fmall channel of
Calum, which is fearcely {o broad as the Elbe at Drelden.
Nothing more beautiful can be conceived than this paflage,
where veffels fometimes approach fo near the coaft that the
bowfprit is often entangled among the branches of the trees.
Birds of the moft thining aund varicgated colours, unknown
to the Enropeans, are feen fluttering around, while others
delight the ear with their fong.  As a fand-bank in the
middle fhuts this paffage againft large thips, it is practicable
only for thofe which draw very little water.

When veflels have reached the northern part, nothing can
be more pleafant than the navigation. ' They proceed along
the coaft, from which the wind, when_it blows from the
Tand, wafts along with it the moft delicious aromatic odours.
The months of the fmall channels, the different windings of
the coatl, the bays which they form, and the land rifing hke
an amphitheatre, all together form the moft enchanting pro-
fpect. Notbing is wanting to complete the pi&ure but ha-
bitations; for, in an extent of twenty or thirty miles, the only
things of the kind that can be difcovered, even with a {pying-
glafs, are a few fithermen’s huts.

At laft, after weathering a headland, you fuddenly difcover
the town of Malacca, formerly belonging to the Dutch. 1t
lies at the head of a bav, and, though fmall, is neat and well
built. It.is furrounded by beantiful gardens and-country-;
feats. No place in the world produces more valuable fruits,
The ananas here are half an ell in length and a quarter of an
ell in diameter, They have an exceedipgly fiweet melieous

tafle,
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tafle. The mangoftan, called‘in India the queen of fruits, is

found here in great abundance, fo that from twq fo three

hundred of them may be purchafed for a dollar. They grow

only in the ftraits of Malacca, Sunda, Banca, and in the

iftand of Java. They are found neither at Madras nor Ben-

gal, nor in the Philippines or China. The ufual fruits of
India thrive here better than any where elfe. The bay
abounds with well-tafted fith, and excellent oyfters, crabs,

cray-fith, &c. Though this place lies nearly under the line,

the climate is exceedingly healthful, and nothing is known
hefe of thofe fevers and difeafes to which other Afiatic colo-
nies are fubje¢t. The temperature of the air is cooled by the
fea and land breezes, which altematf-’ly prevail, The former
begins between eleven and one in the forenoon, and blows
very ftrongly till towards fix in the evening; at which time,
however ftrong it may be, the land-breeze aflumes its place,
and continues til] about eleven the next day. By thefe means,
an agreeable coolnefs is always preferved. At Calcutta, in
Bengal, the heat 1s much more intenfe and infupportable,
though it lies at the diftance of twenty-three degrees from
the line; for it is not uncommon there to fee Fahrenheit’s
thermometer, in the fhade, during the months of April and
May, at between eighty and ninety degrees. At the interval
only when both winds ceale, the heat is ftifling. The reafon
of the land-breeze here being fo cool is, that, as Malacca is
a peninfula, the wind always paffes over a. portion of fea,
whereas the land-breeze on the cpaft of Coromandel paffes
over the burning deferts of Perfia.

The frequent and - exceedingly violent thunder-florms
which take place here, contribute alfo very much to mode-
rate the heat. They arife moflly in the north-weft, and
bring with them fuch coolnefs that I remember having been
feveral fimes fo cold that I was obliged to have recourfe to
warmer ‘clothing. The body here, indeed, is far more fen-
fible of the fmalleft degree of cold than in the European cli-
mates, as the pores are kept fo. open by the heat. Thefe
ftorms are highly gratifying to the navigators bound to the
Chinefe feas; for, as a fouth wind, except in a very few
places, where the fea and land breezes fucceed each other

regularly,
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regularly, prevails in the firaits, they are glad to fee fuch
ftorms, which always begin to be formed in the north-weft.
In the mght however, they cannot be ufed with fo much
advantage, on account of the many fand-banks, iflands, and
even the coafl itfelf, which muft be avoided. 1t has been
remarked, that during thefe ftorms the magnetic needle is in
a continual flate of perturbatlon 5 and I have heard the cap-
tain of an Englith Eaft Indiaman declare that he has feen,
during a vxolent florm, the north end of the needle point di-
mé’dy fouth,

The European produtions brought to Malaeca for the
purpofes of trade are confined to a very few articles. Rice,
opium, white and coloured cottons, form the principal part
of them. The Malays bring hither pepper, nutmegs, fago,
rotangs, Spanith reeds, and gold-duft. The latter article is
firft examined by the officers of the company, and then made
up into fmall packets in' Chinefe paper, bound round with
a.thread and imprefled with a feal containing Malay cha-
ralters. ~ Each packet contains a eatty, and is worth from
460 to goo plaftres, The Spaniards, who go from the Phi-
lippines to Maddras for the purpofes of trade, touch here al-
ways in order to exchange their piaftres for gold-duft, which
they carry with them to the coaft of Coromandel, where, ac-
cording to circamftances, they gain two per cent. Thefe
packets, when fold, are never opened but are taken on the
feller’s report ; and no inftance is known of any fraud ever
having been practifed on fuch occafions. The fmall Spanith
reeds are fold for_about eight piaftres per hundred, and
pepper. at fifieen pialires per pickel of ¥4 Spanith pounds.
The cotton and opium brought hither are fold moftly to the
Duich, who fell them afterwards to the Malays. The branch
of trade, however, by which the inhabitants chicfly live, is
fupplying the {hips which touch here with provifions, freth
water, fal ted and freth fith, poultry and fruit. The price of
fowls is generally a piafire for eight ov ten.  Pine-apples are
fold at the rate of from four to, ﬁx per. piaftre. Thofe who are.
acquainted with the number of-the fhips which pafs through
thefe ftraits every year to China, the Philippines, the South
Sea, Batavia, Borneo, Coringa, &c. may form fome. idea of the

importance
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importance of this trade. The tavern where firangers refide
is generally furrounded by a multitude of Malays having for
{ale, apes, parrots, cowries, Spanifh reeds, and various othéef
articles. Among thefe people one may fee many of their
kings, who are diftinguithed by a turban embroidered with
gold, and who enter the tavern without receiving any parti-
cular marks of honour from the Europeans. The cafe is the
fame with all the petty Indian kings, of whom too high
ideas are entertained in Europe, but who in India are looked
upon as littie better than corporals. It may be readily un-
derftood thatI here fpeak of the leffer princes; for the greater
ones, fuch as the kings of Atcheen, Borneo, Pegu, &c. are
in general treated with more refpect.

The Dutch government, formerly eftablithed here; con-
fidered it as of ¢ great importance to clear the ftraits from the
numercus Malay pirates by which it is infefted.. For that
purpofe it maintained a flotilla of cruifers and flat-bottomed
veffels, which from time to time fought out the Malays in their
places of retreat behind the {mall iflands in fhallow water,
where their flat-bottomed veflels were of excellent fervice.
The 1\/Ialay prows generally carry 2 24-pounder in the bow;
have only one maft, which can be lowered or raifed at plea-
fure; and are furnifhed with a rudder. They never attack a
veflel when there is wind, becaufe in that cafe it can man-
ceuvre and make ufe of its cannen in every diretion ; but,
if a calm take place, and they difcover a fhip from their re-
treats, they then come out and attack the veflel behind and
before, where they are out of reach of the eannonj mafla-
cre, with their poifoned daggers called 4ris, all the. white
men on board; and earry off the blacks as flaves. A Dutch
captain named Bloem, who commanded one of thefe cruifers,
was a terror to the Malays. Being acquainted with their
moft private retreats, he often furprifed them when they leaft
expelled it. They once. imagined they fhould be able to
overcome him, and advanced againft him, du.ring a ealm,
with fourteen of their prows; but before they got near him
a fmall breeze fpruncr up, fo that he was enabled to direét
his veflel, and to give them fuch a reception, that five or fix
of the prows were funk, and others had their rudders thot

8 away ;



Downloaded by [University of California Santa Barbara] at 22:33 14 June 2016

200 Obfervations on the Straits of Malacca,

away ; fo that they were obliged, to avoid total deftrution,
1o throw themfelves into the fea, and to fuve themfelves by
fwimming. The reft betook themfelves to flight; for the
Dutch give the Malays no quarter
of the laft inftance of this man’s courage, which coft him
his life, Imyfelf was an eye-witnefs. The French frigate
La Prudente, of thirty-fix guns, on board which I was a
prifoner, being in the firaits of Malacca, about two o’elock
on the 17th of July 1795, the man at the maft-head ealling
vut Five ba Republique, announced that he faw a {ail which
feemed to be fteering towards us. As there was then little
or no wind, the two veﬁ'els approached each other very flowly;
and it was therefore near funfet before we tould perceive that
the ftrange fail was a veffel with two mafts. Abdut ten at
night, after I had lain down in my hammock, T was roufed
by the drum beating to qu&tters. The officers near whofe
birth my hammock was flung, immediately farted from
theirs, and defired the cz'to)ren prifonnier, meaning me, to
do thie fame. The fore-deck was cleared, and every prepa-
ration made for battle. I thén proceeded to the fore-deck,
and.- obtained ‘permiffion to remain there: The two veflels
by this time were {o near that  they could {peak each other.
Our commandant hailed the firange fail, and afked to what
nation fhe belonged. The anfwer wis, that fhe was a Dutch
thip of war. —Strike tb the republican frigdte La Prudente,
and lowér yom‘ fails.~—Are you rea Iy F rench ? {uid the
Diutch. captéin.—Yes: take in your fails and drop your
anthor, ot T'll fink you.—I have no anchor on board, re-
plied the Dutchmarn; but plenty of cannon; and at the mo-
ment we received a whale broadfide; which we inftantly re=
turned. Several of the Dutchmen being kilted, they then
called out that they ftruck. Having taken poffeflion of the
Dutch veffel, and fhifted the prifoners on board the frigate,
we found the former fo be the Java, of eighteen g-pounders;
commanded by the beforementioned captain Bloem, who
had that day failed from Malacca. A fhot had carried away
part of his left breaft, But he ordered that theé colours thould
not be firuck il after his death.
The inhabitants of “Malacca are & motley race, confifling
of
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of Europeans, creoles, milattoes, black Chriftians (called
commonly Portuguele), Chinefe, and Malays. The Dutch
and ‘Gernfans ‘effablithed here, all have mulatto ot criole
wives, for'I.do not know one whofe wife is an European.
The wife even of the laft governor, Abraham Couperus, was
a muftatto. . The cuftoms, manners, and drefs of thefe ladies,
are' all in the Malay tafte. The drefs which they ufe, both
in the houfe and on'public oceafions, eonfifts of a itk gown
with wide fleeves, which has a great refemblance to a pow-
dering-gown. Their hair is twifted together and faftened
on the crown of thie head with a filver pin. In the houfe
their favourite female {laves fit at their feet; and when they
go out to walk, of pay vifits, they accompany them, bearing a
{mall ilver box divided into different copartments, which con~
tain certain articles indifpenfably neceflury for a Malay lady.
Thefe articles are, betel, areka-nuts, chalk, a pair of fmall
tongs, and a knife for {preading the chalk on the betel-leaves,
in which they wrap up finall bits of the areka-nut for the
purpofe of chewing them. Tlie care which they beftow on
their domeftic economy confifts only in fecing the orders
which they give to their {laves carried into execution. When
a ftranger is invited to dinner, he is firt introduced nte an
apartment where he is treated with a pipe of tobacco. Fe-
male {laves then make their appearance, one of whom brings
him a filver bafan for wathipg the hands, another a veffel
containing water, and a third a towel. The company then
fit down to table, and are waited on by the female flaves be-
longing to the mafter of the haoufe. They are attended aifo
fometimes by mufical flaves, who, during the eptertainment,
perform pigces of mufic.

Slaves here, both male and female, a few excepted, are
treated with great feverity. The mafter of one of the taverns,
a German, named Kreis, born in Hohenlohe, is particularly
diftinguithed in this refpest, I never entered his houfe,
which I'did above ten times, without feeing punithment
inflited on fome of his domeftics. If the cook had nat
prepared the dinper according to his tafte, he was immedi-
ately carried into the back court, when two other flaves ap-
peared with bambgos in their hands, and belaboured him

Vou. VII, Dd on
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on the poﬁeriors till his mafter, who walked up and down
with his pipe in his mouth, told them to ftop. If the flaves
did not execute his orders vnth fufficient fcventy, he apphed
to their Ihoulders a bamboo, whxch he always on' thefe oc-
cafions carried” hxmfelf' "He always made it a Tule when
any ﬁrangur who' happened to be 1 n hls houfe mterceded
for his flaves, to' punifth’ them' doubly Females ﬂaves even
were not excepted from’ this correéhon, whict was mﬂlé’ce({
in the moft indecent manner. The Dutch government not
only authorifed this feverlty, but even put it in praé’cxce it-
felf. A poor flave bel onging to the fame Kreis had coniceived
an attichment to a female flave who refi ded 1n the nelgh-
bouring houfe, and be]onged to one Adrlan Koek. The
lovers could only vifit gach ‘other in the mght-tlme, and for
this purpofe the former was obliged td clamber over the roof
of a penthoufe. " This nofurnal intercourfe being difeovered,

Koek complained to the fifcal,” and requefted that the flave
might be punifhed. Kreis, thcrefore, was obl lged to nge
up his flave, and the fentence was, ‘that he fhould receive
500 blows with a bamboo, to be inflifted pubhc]y A rmg
was then put round each of his legs, between whlch an iron
bar was fixed, fo that when he walked he was obhged to
defcribe an arch with each foot, and in this flate was fent
back to his mafter.

On the other hand, T muft obferve that it is hardly poffi-
ble, by the fevereft pumﬂnnent to reftrain the proﬂxgacy and
villainy of thele men. What idea’ muft' wé entertain ofa
mar, who, havmg been fev erely pum{hed for drunkennefs,
will, the very riext day, ‘take the kéy of the cellar frotii his
maﬁcr s clofet and get fo intoxicated as to be unable to fhir
from the fpot? To a circumftance of this kind 1 have niy-
felf been a witnefs. The pumﬂnneut, mdecd was cruel
for ‘the cu]prit was made faft by the neck, middle, and
legs, to iron rings faftened in the earth, ‘and belaboured-till
the blood guthed from every part of his body, 1 was a wit-
nefs alfo to a more firiking iriftance, which fhows how httle
impreflionl good treatment makcs on thefe uncivilifed peop]e
An opu]ent Envhmman, who had reﬁdtd fome time’ at Ma-
Yagca, taking a fancy to one of Kreis’s flaves, pmchaﬂ,d him

for
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for the fum of 300 piaftres. This flave was treated by his
new mafter- like a free man; he received money from him
and permiffion to go abroad on afkmg leave, provided he re-
miained to take care of the houfe in his mafter’s abfence. But
this {lave, unaccuftomed to freedom, notwithftanding every
threat aid admomtion, when he got out of the houfe, would
not return in the tourfe of the whole day, and at lat, after
bemg eight days i mn his néw fervice, he ftole from his mafter
a piece of money. _His maftér endeavoured to mdke him
confefs the theft, with a promlfe of forgivenefs for this firft
offence, but without fuccefs. ThlS circumftance being told
to Kreis, hé Gonfidered it as a good opportunity of excul-
pating himfelf from the charge of cruelty brought againft
him by ftrangers, as he 1magmed he could now prove that
mild treatment to fuch imen would be eéntirely loft. He
oﬁ”exed alfo, not only to take back the flavé, but to force hlm
to confefs. As the Englifrhian well knew that no one but
his flave could be the thlef he delivered him over to Kreis,
Who tied him to a ladder, dnd then caufed the ufual punith-
ment to be infli®ed. When he had received two hundred
blows, his body was bent, and in that conditichi he was
thrown into a Hole till the next miorning; when the punith-
mént was renewed. . He fiill contintied to hold out for fome
tirhe, but Kreis having threatened to continue the punifh-
ment till he fliould confefs, he at 1ength acknowledged the
theft, But would not tell what he had done with the money.
On ihe pumfhment being orce more apphed he confeffed
that he had {old the piece of money for a fixteenth part of
its- worth to a Ch*nefe i who was immediately fent for, and
obhged to give it up. After this he remained in the fervice
of Kreis, who declared that he had never after any occafion
of tomplaint aghinft him.

By whiat I have, heré faid, T do not mean to juftify the
crueltiés exercifed in this country, T only thought it necef-
farv to how, by fome exampks, how cautious people ought
to be in for ming opinions on this fubject. The profligacy
of thefe people is undoubtedly to be afcribed to their mafters,
who do not pay the léaft atiention to the formation of their
ftioral character. - They allow them to grow up like cattle,

Dda without
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without taking care to give them any idea of religion, or of
other knowle doe, except what 1s immediately neceflary to
their ma{’cers
Thofe who poﬁefs 4 whole family of ftaves, never fell any
individual of that farm]y, becaufe there have been numerous
inftances in fuch cafes of the father’s or mother’s dying
through grief, of becoming melancholy, or of deftroying
themfelves. . The names given to thefe flaves are generally
thofe of thie months in which they have been born or pur-
ehafed. The.commerce by fea with the Malays is an armed
tommerce. All fhips engaged in this trade .carry & confi-
derable muiaber of guns, and from ten to twenty fepoys or
black foldiers. When a fhip comes to anchor in any of the
Ma}ay ports, 4 beam i is laid acrofs the deck before the main-
maft (o ferve as a barrier between the DuyerS and the fellers,
and frié} watch is at the fame time kept by the {epoys, with
their arms foaded and their bayonets fixed.. If a Malay have
any particalar bufitiefs to tranfaf¥ with the captain that re-
quires lomger fime, he is admitiéd info the cabin in the
after-part of the thip, but he muft firlt fuffer himfelf to be
fearched, to fee whether he has shout him.a knife or any
kind of weapons. Negleé of this precaution has occafioned
the lofs of many lives as well ag veffels. ~The treachérous
Malay can never entertain’ any friendfhip for the Furopeans;
éven if they fhould live in habits of intimacy with hiin for
a dozen or twenty years, when a favourable opportunity
éccurs of promoting his own intereff, he will make no cere-
mony of doing it by facrificing his old friend. T could here
give many inflances of this kind, but I am convinced by
what I favé feen that the Europeans often give occafion to
this villainy by their own conduét. Being once on board
a large Bombay {hip, bormd fromy Manilla to Madras, we
difcovered in the firaits of Malacea five large Malay veflels,
which, on difcovering us, anchored bctwan us and the land,
éxcept two, which were further ont at fea.  As it was nearly
calm, and the fhip made litde way, the captain, in a fit of
ntoxication, fent one of his officers on board them to atk
whence they came, and whither they were bound. Their
anfwer was, that they came from Rio, were bound to Ma-
lacea
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lacca, and were laden with rotatigs. This, however; did not
fatisfy the captain, and he immediately began to fire among
them. Being tuch alarmed at this conduét, they cut their
cables and rowed with all their might towards the land,
where they were in danger of runming on fhore. In the
thean tinde we pafibd the otHer two, whxch being without us
were not able to efcape, but, very fortunately, our captain
did not obferve them on account of his ideas being deranged,
and becaufe his dttention was direfted to the other fide. As
foon as we had pafled, all the Malays ofi board bent them-
felves three times with their foreheads towards the deck,
which in all probability was by way of returning thanks to
Providence for the danger they had efcaped.
In the ftraits there are a gredt many iflands which abound
with exceﬂe*xt frefh water; but it cannot be at all times
vfed, as the Malays potfon the fprings: to fuch length do
thefe men proceed in their hatred towards the Europeans.
When thips enter the firaits, they are generally vifitéd by
fmall Malay boats, which bring fith and tortoifes for fale.
The tortoifes are of that kind called the green tortoife, which
is three feet in length; about two in breadth, and weighs
from two to three hundred pourds. A Spam(h doﬂa &
fmall quantity of rice, and a bottle of brandy, are m frenerai
the price of a tortoife and a certain number of ﬁ{h. The
flelli of thefe tortoifes is well tafted and much like that of
veal, but difficult of digeftion. The eggs; on the othef
hand a hundred of which are fometimes found in ofi¢ ani-
mal, ate a great dehcacy, and made into foup. The greateft
advantage to feamen in purchafing thefe tortoifes is, that they
live a iond time: we kept many of them alive from thiee to
four'wéeks on the deck without any nourifhment, and with-
out any other care than throwing fea-water over them in the
morning and eveting: The whole firaits are a real paradife
interfperfed with a multitude of fmall iflands. Thofe who
vifit thein cannot help withing that they could fpend their
whole lives on them, but while the Malays exift they muft
be uninhabitable for Europeans:

i, Chemical



