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Bandwagoning or Balancing? Japanese Alliance Policy
in the 1940 Tripartite Pact with Germany and Italy

TRARAN IR I

Tatsuo AKANEYA

Today’s world is witnessing a power shift in the global balance of power as the
relative power positions of China and the United States have changed. Asian states arc
realigning in response to this shift. With this concern in mind, international politics
scholars are investigating the history of alliance formation. There have been two
opposing views regarding Japan’s choice in the Tripartite Pact of 1940. While some
scholars view it as a typical example of “bandwagoning”, others regard it as “balancing”.
This thesis examined which argument is more persuasive from the perspectives of
balance-of-power theories and new historical studies. Three balance-of-power theories
by Kenneth N. Waltz, Stephen M. Walt and Randall L. Schweller were critically
examined and compared. This thesis concluded that views as to whether Japan's choice
in the Tripartite Pact was “bandwagoning” or “balancing” depend critically on scholars’
theoretical assumptions and national perspectives rather than merely on historical facts.
This finding is significant in the general debates regarding balance-of-power theories,
and it also offers some useful insights for today’s policy makers.
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deterrent strength to dissuade adversaries from attacking.'”
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