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The successful adaptation of an educational systcm te tic nceds
of a particular arca of a country requires that those nccds be earefully
investigated and that they not be assumed apriori. Too cftcn economic
patterns and bchavior siyles arg polarized as either "rural®™ or Murban®,
Yagrioultural" or "industrial®, ™raditional® er "modern®™. Such dicho-
tomics may cxist morc in the minds of thc cducational planncrs than they
do in recality. The aim of this paper is to analyzc the educational needs
of onc spell community in Kenya in terms of its ehanging socio—cconomic
patitcrns; and to show.how attitudes towards thc school system have their
roots in this setting, The data,arc drawn from a 19 meonth anthropological

study in South Maragoli Location. of hakamega District, Wesicrn Province.

The first section of the papcer prcsents a short description of
Maragoli’s social setting, coneentrating upon thosc characteristics of the
arca which seem Vo have direct becaring upon the educational system and
implications for cducational poliecy. Pafental attitudes towards the
primary school arc then set afainst this backdrop. There follows an
examination of the processes by which these attitudes are transformed into
actions which inhibit thce institution from acting as an indepcndent variable
in the initietion of social change. In thc final scction, the cxpectations
and expcricnces of the school leavors arc analyzed within the context of the

sommunity's educational needs.



THNTRADUCTIOH

The most common ocmplaint made about primary schools in developing
countries is that they are oriented towards the needs of industrial ocenters
rather than the “rural® arcas-where the majority of school leavers are destined
to spend their lives. In Kenya, the 196€ Kericho Conference on Education,
Employment, and Rural Development pimpointed this problem and urged that
educational planning be desizgned to curb the flow of youth to urban areas
by "providing a stronger environmental bias to the curriculum which would lay
the foundations for a fruitful rurel and.agricultural lifei'.:L Howevery the
successful adaptation of an educational system to the needs of a particular
arca of the country requires that those needs be carefully investigated and
that they not be assumed a priori. Too often economic patterns and behavior
styles are polarized as either Mrural®™ or "urban™, "agricultural® or "induste
rial', "traditional® er "modern', Such dichotomies may exist more in the
minds of  the educational planncrs than they do in reality. . When educational
statistics and the results of attitude tests are -presented within these
broad antithetical contexts, they notcriously appear pathological.  Educa-
tional planners then underestimate the ease by which these obviaously
dysfunctional attitudes can be chaiuged by curriculum imnovations or in~service

courses for teachers.

The aim of this naper is to analyze the educatiocnal needs of - -~
cne small c®@nmunity in Kenye in torms of its changing socio—economic
patierns, and to show how attitudes towards the school system have
their roots within this setting. The data are drawn from a 19 month
study in South Maragoli Location of Kakamega District, Western Province.

As part of a larger study concerning the effects of labcar migration

upon agricultural enterprise; a tracer project was conducted by the

writer on 139 Standard VII leavers from three primary schocls, situated
within a one mile radius. he ain of the project was to investigate the
leaver’s employment expectations, his family background, the network
connections by which he enters into the labour market; and finally the

Way in which the community interprets and manipulates the school system

to suit its particular needs. he statistical data used in the paper are
those which have so far emerged from the school study and also from

a larger sub—location sample of 159 households. While several questionaires,
intended to cross—check one another,; were administered to students. and
parents, the qualitative material results from an intensive study utilizing

anthropological field techniques in the schocls'® constituent villages.

. ———

1. James Sheffield (ed.), Education, Employment and Rural
Development: Report wf the Kericho (Kenyva) Gonference, Septemb
October 1, 1966 (Vairobi: Bast African Fublishing House, 1967), p. 26.
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The first section of thc paper presents a short description of
Maragoli's social setting, concerntrating upon those eharacteristics of
the area which sesm to have direct bezring upon the educational system
and implications for educational poliey. Farental attitudes towards the
primary school are then sct against this Wackdrop. There follows an
examination of the processes by whicli these attitudes are transformed into
actions whiclh: inhibit the institution from acting as an independent
variable in the initiation of social change. In the final section, the
expectations and experiences of the school leavers are analyzed within

the context of the community's sducational needs.
The SETTING

A number of factors have combined in recent years t0 make Maragoli
one of the greatest "problem®™ areas for economic development in Kenya.
The single most outstanding characteristic of Maragoli is its population
density, estimated in 196S at approximately 1,500 persons per square mile.
The Location sonsists of 35.5 square miles divided into farm.units which
averagc two to three acres and s£ix household members in size. Although
there has been some Maragoli migration into surrounding locations, these
lands are almost as densery populated, and the understandable territorial
protectiveness of other Abaluhyia sub-tribes and of I'andi and iuo.,

neighbors discourages expansion.

Maragoli is situated 15 miles north of the port toun of Kisumu,
and there is a good network of roads leading to Kisumu and to other
major towns ir Kenya. This transportation factor, together with
adequatz rainfall, available cash crops, and thc possibility of
aeveloping internal markets, gives Maragoli a high potential rfor
agricultural development. However, population pressure on the land
had long =zgo created a large nuaber of uneconomic farm units. TFor the
vast majority of farmers, improvemcnts in their level of farm technology
might aliow them at best, only seli—sufficiency in the production of maize
and beans — the area's stablc foods — which arc now partially imported

into the arca.

The Marazoli response to their worsening agricultural situation
has been to remove as many persons from the land as possible. - Since
the beginning of the twentieth century, labour migration to the major
towns and to the large farming estates .of East Africa has acted as a

safety valve for the overcrowded conditions on the land. Today, in -



the Maragoli sub—location in which:the study was conducted, 67% of adult
males between 20 and 60 years of age work, er arc in search of work,
outside Kekamega District at any given time. Furthermorsc, ihe 1969
ccnsus shows a 1002132 ratio of men. to women in the Location as a whole.-
Maragoli, in a sense, has become a "bedroom community®™ in which a popu—
lation dominated by women and children depends upon remittances from
eutside to pay taxes and school fecs, and to buy clothing and household

articles. , o ¢

Tor many years the farms ef liaragoli have offered no oppertunity
for the majerity of the young. In fact; their remaining on thc laand can
be interpreted as a great disservice to their parents and younger siblings.
Around the turn of the century, when missionaries were settling into the
area, pressure on the land was exacerbated by several famines, rising
consumer expectatiens,; and the introduction of taxation., Therefors,; the
educational programmes introduced by the missionaries, which expanded
opportunities for wage emnloyment, wére welogmed by the Héragoli with an
enthusiasm far greater than that of their neighbors. References in the
archives of the Kaimosi I'riends Mission indicate the early pragmatism of
the Haragoli in their outlock towards education, and the constant pressure
they exerted upon tihe mission to expand jits educational ac’c:'Lv:ifcies..'2 For
example; by 1914 thcre were as many as 2,662 students enrolled. in Maragoli

schools — an outstanding number in the whole of East Africa at that time.

From the start, the ecological conditions of the area determined
the orientation of the sehool in removing youngsters from the land. How—
ever, the desire for wage income was not accompanied by ulienation from
the local environment. Many of thosé students fortunate e;ough to pass :
through the early school system were rewardad witﬁ wage employment as
teachers; evangelists, or government functionaries; and the prefercnce
of these high status persons,; whosc skills were in demand all over Kenya,
was to remain within their own district. In addition, the maau:ity of

hose who did migrate in the early years were Marget income workcrs®

who accepted six month labour contracts in crder to fulfill their monetary
needs., They then returned home for scveral, months until wage  employment
was required once more. %side'émployment,from its inception, h;s been

a necessity for most Maragoli rathor than a choice.

24 " Kaimosi Friends African Mission,Annual Reports,
(Kaimosi, Kenya).




The tradition of labour migration is further strengthened Ty
an ever increasing brideprice, which usually necessitates latc marriage.
Most Maragoli men do not,therefore, have control over land or labour
until they are middle—aged. Desccnt is recognized along the aznatic
line, and inheritance of family land, cattle, and othcr possessions
is patrilineal and ideally distributed equally between sons. However,
the eldest son has an advantage over his brothers in his prior
elaim for bridepriec eattle, his right to the first share of land,
and his exXecutor powers over the estate, whieh he shares with his mother,
should the Tather die while some of his sons are too youang to
receive their inheritance. The youngest brother is also favored,
in that he has rights to tiic land whieh the father has reserved fox
himself in his old age. Buit whatever their sibling position, few sons
receive land before marriage or before the birth of shildren. In
addition, the recently introduced.programme of land registration in the
Location strensthens the father'!s eontrol ever farm fragmentation and weaken
the elaims of unfavoured dependents. One probable effect of this program
will be that a high pere¢entage of young men are forced off whe land

permanently.

Although inheritance has been restricted traditionally toc males,
shanging economic patterns in Marazoli, including the sale of land and
the labour migration of men, have given new rights to women in the eontrol
of farm resources. Reeent land caszes in the Location show that daughtors
arc now able to inherit "omulimi gwagulwa® (purchased land), as opposed
to "omulimi gwaguga®" (ancestral land) which is passed down through the
agnatie line (to whieh they still have no claim), if they are without
srothers or if they are partieularly favoured by the father. Furthcr—
morey as the growing dependency. upon a cash economy and the incrcasing
population pressurc on the land makc obligations to :a large extcnded
femily morc diffieuvlt to fulfill, many uninhcritcd widows take a eentral
~ole in the division of their husband's land and in decisions eonceining
paid labour and eash erops, The position of women in the community is
further strengthened by their indcpendent (though tiny) incomes, s their
eontrol over ehildren, and by thc leadership roles they have assamed in
local politics, shurch. and school since.their men have been awzy. These
new roles are reflected in mothcrs?! attitudes towards the school and in

girls'! expectations for. the futurc.
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Freedom from farm labour also has direct bearing upon the Maragoli
school system. The basic domestic group in Maragoli is the elemcntary
family, sometimes extended to include an aged parent, a daughtcr—in—law,
or a niccc or nephew. It is mainly within thig unit that housechold and
farming duties arc distributed, and food and income shared. However,
most families have diverse sources of income. Women generally have
independent part~time occupations as local vegctable traders, potmakers,
or members of hired farm labour groups. Many “underemployed™ men brew
beer, trade in cattle, have specialized skills (oarpentry, tailoring,
butchery, thatching, rope twining, etcs), or own small shops, School
children often take small jobs when school is not in session, in order
to ecarn pocket money. These varied sourccs of income, as well as small
farm sizes and a non—rigid division of labour between sexes and ages lessen
the family'!s dependence upon the labour of each of its members. Thus, the
adolcscent can be released from farm duties with little financial loss
to the family. During thosec seasons in which heavy farm labour require—
ments overlap with school terms, students generally are replaced on the |
farm by hired labour. This” release from farm duties, which will be

discussed latecr on, allows students a long career in attending school.

Kinship obligations within the. extended family further encou~
1.3¢ school attendance. IMany of the traditional responsibilities for
aiding relatives and the rights to benefit from the economic position
of extended kin can no longer be fulfilled in a situation where
resources are extremely limited and status is acquired morc by the accumu~—
lation of wealth, than by its distribution. Yet thc cxtended family and
clan group sitill play important roles in Maragoli's social organization.
Onc such role which has direct bearing upon the educational system is the
accommodation which relatives in town provide to school leavers in search
of employment and tc secondary school aspirants unable to obtain places
in schools at home. Since thc network of almost every Maragoli family
extends into the major towns of Kenya, the mobility of youngstcrs seeking

jo®s and school places is greatly facilitated.

Those,; however, who arc unable to continue their education or
find wage employment have grcat difficulty in earning a decent income
on their own. For wage employment and centreprencurial activity at home
arc c¢losely connected. Cash—crop or dairy farming requires an initial

finiacicl investment of substantial size, given thc average incomes



In most cases, the farmer must purchase land to add to his inherited plot
before he can have thc minimal acreage required for any cash cnterprise.
Land in Maragoli, because of its social security value, usually sells at
over 4,000/~ an acré, and a plot on a settlement scheme is difficult to
acquire. But even if the farmcr wvercomes his land constraint, hc still
needs moncy for whatcver agricultural inputs his enterprise requircs:
seced, fertilizer, equipment, labour, animals, etc. Thereforc, most
progressive farmers in lMaragoli are persons who have rcturncd from
several years of wagc employment outside or who have non-farming

occupations within the home arca.

The same financial outlay is rcquired to become a full-time
"fundi® or craftsman. ,As prcviously mentioned, Haragoli has a plentiful
supply of semi-skilledypart-time oraftsmen. Howevcr, these local fundis,
with simple training and insufficient equipment, cannot carn a living
with which to support their families (most of these men ecarn between 30/—
and 60/w-per_month). Aspiring full—-time entreprencurs necd not only
high quality training to make themselves eutstanding in a wea of erafts—
men, and to satisfy the town—bred standards of the eommunity, but also
moncy to buy equipment, trade licenscs, and shop (or shed) facilities
to meet health regulations. Liost important, they require land and labour
of their own in order to lesscn profit—draining obligations to parcnts
and rclatives on whom they would otherwise depend. Too often these
socio~economic constrainte on youngsters are forgotten in the dcsizns
of agricultural programmes and tecchnical training courses which histori-
cally have been aimed at %elemcntary skills™ in the "pastorsl rural®

arcas.

" Money flous into Maragoli in the form of remittances,; which can
be spentron agricultural products and on consumer goods and services.
Yet few youngsters straight. out of schocl can take advantage of the
opportunities for full—timec local sclf-cmployment. Furthermore, ac
opportunities for wage employment in towns steadily decline, there will
be a drop in the percentage of middle—aged persons with capital - »

finance entrepreneurial cntcrprises at home,.

Although Maragoli is locatcd 250 miles from lairobi and has
no town ceénter of its own; it cannot bec classified as a "rur.l® or
Yagricultural®™ area. Instcad; it might be morc appropriate to think
of Maragoli with its dense population, two to three acre family plois,
spread of social serviees, and dcpendency upon town incomc, as a dis-

located Fairobi suburbe. Furthermorc, the constant flow of men and moncy
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between town and Location functions to artioculate the community into the
mainstream of contemporary Kenvan life. The discussion now turns to the
ways in which these arca characteristics influence parcntal attitudes

towards the oricntation of thc school,

PARENTAL ATTITUDES TOWARDS_EDUCATICH

Given the situation in which the land can no longer offer
cpportunities to the young, Maragoli, parents have turned to the school
as the Quly alternative at hand which might provide their children
with a satisfactory future. From thc time thet tiic school system
was introduced into the arca, parents have viewed education as an
instrunent for removing youngstcrs from the land. - The farm sizZess

of the fathers of the 139 students in the tracer group are indicatad

in Table 1. . : v
Table 1 PATHIRS' IEASURED LAUD SIZE
Less than 3 acres 65%
3 -~ 5 acres ' 259
more than 5 acres 10% _

100% n = 139
1iuc fathers of the 86 boys in the sample have an average of four sons
cach. and only seven boys can cxpect to be given at least two acres of
land — the figure that has been suggested as the minimum viable acrcage

for a farm in Maragoli.3

Many fathcrs see the education which they providz for their
sons as a substitutc for the land which they cannot give them. They hope
that education will lcad to employment which will enable their sons to
purchase their own farms., As onc father with six sons and an acre and
a half of land put it, "They cannot bring families to cat from my land.
But I give them (school) fcus so they can have luck and buy pieces 6n the
settlement™s Furthermore, fathers feecl that once a child has obtained
wage employment, he is responsible for the welfare and scliool fees of his.
siblings. He may also be responsible for the welfare cf his mother,
especially if the father has more than one wife. Out of the tracer group,
44 students vho were attending school in 1971 had at least one employed

older brother. Of these, 30 (68%3 had their school fees paid by siblings.

3. Hinistry of Agriculture, memo in Vihiga Division file ocon—
cerning minimum viable farm acrcagec in Westeorn Vihiga, 1970,
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In thc 14 remaining cases the fathers paid the fees, and in 10 of these

they were earning salaries far greatcr than those of their employed sons.

Women, with their greatcr participation in eommunit; affairs
provide a major thrust behind cducational expansion in Maragoli. With
husbands working outside Kakamega District for a good part of thceir adult
lives, women have come to rely mors upoan their e¢hildren fer supports
Most worlcing men smend home monthly remittanecs to their wives, Bubt with
a lack of job seeurity in towns, especially in the domestie worlr in whieh.
middle—aged Maragoli men specialize, many women must depend upon morc
than one income with whick to run their houschold. Llso; with the decline
in frequency ef widow inheritance,; sons have come to take over their
unclefs rcespensibility in earing for their mother in her old age. Many
wives, in fact, ¢oordinatc visits to town with the beginning of school
terms so that thcy can carry back the foos in person. Although some,
men talked about school fecs as a.deterrent to having large families,
younger women scem to be bearing a slightly highcer number of children in
a shortcr period of time than did their seniors. This incrcascd dependence
upon children reflects parental feelings that wclfare and social seeurity
are lacking, and leads to a situation in which parents try to hedge their
bet that education will pgy off by putting many children into the school

syster foxr as long as possible.

Parents have come to rely upon daughters as well as sons for
incomc and support. Apart from job opportunities for girls, a daughter
with a Standard VII education can now bring well over l,OOO/» and five
cous in dowry, and pcrhaps morc important, conjugal ties with a well—-to-do
family. When questioned as to why they wished to educate their daughters,
almost every parent responded thalt ecducation was necessary for women to
"advance in life"%, This positive attitude towards the educetion oi women
is a e9rollary to new roles and rcsponsibilitics that women have in the
family, in thec community, and in the country in general. Although girls
have always lagged bchind boys in primary school attendance, the situvation

is rapidly ehanging as a result of socio—economic patterns and = .ultant

3

.

narental attitudes towards the education of daughters. 1971 Location
statistics show a twotthree ratio of girls to boys at the Standard VIT level,
and educational reports for Kakamega District over the past few years indicate
that the cnrolment of girls in. primary. schools is rapidly. catching up witl that

of boys.



Enrolment swells, particularly in the lower standards arc further
cncouraged. by parcntal feelings that there should be equality betwgen sons
in their acecss to cducation. Althoughk this is the parental ideal, advan—
tage in sibling position occurs in cducation as well as in propcrty
inheritance. -Thc eldest son has first claim on parental savings for
school fees. Often those ohildren who follow him have late starts cotering
Standard I or arc held back in the lower primary grades wherc fecs are
less expensive, until the father can rcplenish his finances or until
the eldor child can pass throuzh the system. Once the cldest son is
earning an income, hc will he expcected to carry the expenses for his
younger siblings. Thus, the last born i1s morc likely to have a ncw. source

of financc upen which to recly for his fces.

Because parents feel dependent upon their effspring, and there—
forc want as many children ag possible to have the cducation which they
feecl will lead to employmentv, the first priority for whatcver capital

parents are able to accumulatc is school fees. Although recent experiments

.

4

in Maragoli have shoun that hybrid seed, fertilizcr, a sufficicnt labour
force; and good husbandry cah'hore than dduble most current'méizé.ylelds '
farmcrs eomplain that they camnot " find the fow hundred shillings with which
to mele this iuvestment in their lande Furthermorg¢y, they are forced to

sell a large proportion of what maize they do grow, direcctly.after harvest,
when prices arc at their lowest, in order to pay school fecse For many
yecars, cash—crop farming in Maragoli . has becn vicwced only gs a supploment

to wage.income. Bven at nearby Chavakali Sccondary School, whioh has a
‘leng established agricultural training program, the majority of Maragoli
graduates enter non—agricultursl employment out of nccessity. While
competition for jobs grows more keen, parcnts are tying up their moncy

in an academic school system at the expensc of other development enterprises

at homee.

The idca that cducation paves the way for wage employmcnt is
strongly imprintcd upon the community. It is vicwed as an historical
factor cxemplificd by the middlctaged membirs of the eomminity themsclves.
Teachersyin particulam arc often singled out by parcnts as examples of the
bencfits of education. Most middle—aged teachers hold leadership positions
in areas of oommunity life outside - the school. A4s the early products

of a mission education and having long familiarity with government opcration

A Petcr Moock; Special Rural Development Program evaluation reports
on Maize Credit Schemc, September 1971, November 1971 (Nairobi: Institutc
For Devclopment Studies).
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they play leading roles in clhiyrch and local political affairs. Also,

their stcady but low salaries have both enabled and forced them to

seizc local centreprcneurial opportunities for supplementing their

income. It is mainly these mcn who are the shopkecpers, mill ewners,

and progressive farmcrs in Maragoli., When houschold heads in thc sub-
location study werc asked 1o name six persons in the community whom they
most respeched, 40% (the largest single peroentage) mentioncd people

who were tcachers. One might suspect, thercforc, that ehildren are forming
attitudes about the role whieh education can play in their lives not

from the material that is being taught, but from the teacher's physical

prcsence in the elassroom as a respecied income earner.
[ 3
The long tradition of education and wagc employment in laragoli

also is rcvcaled in the bacrgrounds of ‘the parents.

Table 23. FATHERS® OCCUPATIC BY LEVEL OF EDUCATICN ATTAILED

Ocounation : Lovel of Fdueation

no cdues Std.I-IV Std.V=VIII higher edmc,

olerisal/professional —- - 31% 100%
skilled - 9% 36% -
unskilled 22% 51% 22% -
jobless/farmer 78 40% 11% -
100%(9)- 100%(72)  100%(36) .  100%(13) =.130
unknown 9

n=>:m:9
Thosc fathers who have been able to eciucate their shildren up through primary
school realize first hand thc cconomic benefits wf edueation. Lile the
teachers, the parents arc a constant cxamplc for their children of why

students should rcmain in the school system for as long as possiblc.

Table 3¢ PAREBITAL POST—FRIMARY ASPIRATICIS FOR THEIR CHILDRTI
<

eontinue with any cducation

voeational training

\O

immediate employment

secondary school
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Ls Table 3 indicates, whon parcnts were questioncd as $o what
they weuld like their child to do after finishing primary school, only
15% of the parcnts spccifieally mentioncd sccondary cducation. Turther
discussiocn with thc.98 parcnts who save a morc general answers rcvealed

hat they also peeferred sccondary oducation. Howeyer, since cducation
is viewcd as an-instrumcnt for obtaining cmploymcnt, and sincc secondary
education is no longer a guarantce of that employment, many parcnts appear
recady to accept any cducational.program that will lead their children to

jObSa . .

The parcnts had morc difficulty in answering questiong about
occupational preferences for their oflildren. Altheugh therc was K some
bias towards elcrical occupations for boys and nursing for girls, parcnts
recpeatedly stated that c¢hoice or occupation was the ehild's prerogative.
Apparcntly therc is little parcntal pressure on job ehoiec, thus allowigg

students adaptive flexibility to the labour market.

Many YMaragoli parents have worked or lived in Kenya towns,; cn
and off, for a largc part of their lives. They have becn involved in {he
employment seramble themselves and have hecn besieged by friends and
family for jobs and aecommodation. Thus, parents arc well aware of the
wage employment problems in the country. They express the view that
town 1life is expensive and unatitraetive in eomparison with life in
Maragoli, and the vast majority of labour migranis elaim that they would
accept a lower salary if they eould he embloyed at home. Although relatives
still provide accommodation for visitors to town; thty erc generally unable
to0 find them jobs. 68% of the parcnts questitned as $0 who could find their

ehildren jobs in Kenya, answcred o enc®,

In this peri-urban arca; dependent upon non-agrieultural ineome,
Maragoli parents 1ook to the.sehool as the only ehanncl through whieh their
shildren can gain empleyment. Eduoation, therefere, aets as the medium
by which many ebligations within the elementary family ean be fulfilled,
Parcntal pressurc on students is aimed at the adhievemont of ant employment
whish will provide them.with decent futures and enable them to meet their
family responsibilities. The desperation with which parents look to the
school to solve their difficyliics grows out of the historical and souvio-
economic setting ef the arca, and is.reinforeed by the personal baskgrounds
of the community members, themselves, The following section examines the
ways in-which those attiludes place constraints upon the opcration of the’

primary school, - ~ :
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THE OFERATICH OF THE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Parental attitudes towards cducation have had two major effects
upon the school system. First. parcnts deliberatelw have forced. the schools
to prepare their childrcen for cmployment. Within the centcxt of the
Maragoli sctting, this means academie education for non—agrievltural paid
occupstions. Second, in tlicir enthusiasm to send as many children to
school for as long as possible, parcnts have unwittingly slowcd down the
cducation system and lowcred the standard of fcaching. Thc two sffects

are closely intcerrelated.

Befere responsibility for primary cdueation was taken away from
loeal govermment in 1970, fhc Kakamcga Ceunty Ceuncil, in respomnse to .
community pressure, spent ever 80% of its budget on cducation.  This
percentageg excecded. that of any other eounty eouncil in Kenya, and in
addition, Kakamcga spcnt gnorc money in absolute torms: than any other .

district on ftecachers' salaries.

The District is well endowed with 462 primary schools, 42 of
which gre situated within Seuth liaragoli's 35,5 squarc miles. Howcver,
Kakamega's 24 aided secondary.schools, (20 for boys and 4 for zirls) pre-
vided only 12% of the District's 13,068 Standard VIT students with an
oppertunits for_eontinuing academic studics., (This -percentage is.much
smaller for girls.) ,Fecling thc pressurc of this bottle-ncck situation,
parents have rgsponded with a major effort fo expand educational
opportunitics on their own without the aid of governmment. Contributing
timc.and money, parents constructed 32 self-help "Harambec" secoondary
schools in thc District.with loeally paid management and. staff. South
Maragoli eurrently has four such schoolg (one was talken over by CGovernment) R

as well as one private high sohool,

eParents spend a veyy high percentage,of their income on education.
Besides school fees (rangingsbetucen 50/— to 90/- accogding to the grade),
there. arg "activity fegs, building, funds, school uniform expcnsgs, watchmen's
salaries, -luneh progpammes, apd sclf-hclp eonstruction_ and_mainic.nance
eontributipons. Yet despitc this restricting expcense, 73ﬁ.of children,aged
& to 16-within the sub-location study were attending primary . <¢lasses,
and 53%Lof thosc aged 4 to.7:werc in primary or nursery schcol. Wihile the
percentage, of ¢hildrcn who rcach,Standard VII is much lowergthan this, -
the proportion with some cxposure to the school system is much higher.
Yy samplc was taken during thc third school term, when there are fewer

children attending classes than in the first term. Maragoli school
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statistice reveal that in 1969, 1,464 childrcn dropped out of school bctween
tcrms one and two becausc their parents did not pay fees. This attendance .
drop off is most prominent in Stendards I and ITI. Parcnts feel that

all children should have equal access to ecducation anii, thereforc, send.

as meny childrcn as vossible to school in the first term, espccially in

the lower standards where feccs are less expensivee. Thus, many children
spend sevceral years popping in and out of. the lowsr standards, marking

time until their elder siblings complete their education.

A more serious bloczage of the schoci system occurs in the upper
standards as a result of manipulated repcating pattcrns for the Certifi-
cat of Primary Education examinatione. Although the sprcad of Harambee
secondary schools has helped to ease. the ratio of Standard VII to Form I
places, eprolment in these institutivns is relatively small. MNost Harambce
schools operate only onc stream and havc classes only up to Form II.
Besides_thisj the schools gencrally have unqualificd. staff and have had.
to charge fees much highor than the aidced schools.. Parents, therefore,
still prefer to have their children repeat Standard VII until they can
raise.dhcir grades on thew CoP.E. exam to an acceptableslevcl for entrance

to an aided secomndary schools. . .

Since the Govermment has. placed a limit on the quantity and grade.
quality of children who may repeat Standarg VII,parcnts,and headmgsters - .
have had to work out a serics of interesting under—cover toohnigues in
the promotion and registration systems in order to make the proportion
of rscpeaters appear smaller than it is. When students and school staff
werc questioned about recpcating, the response was that only a vory small
number werc involved in the process —:less than 20%. - Only after a study
of old registration books for the three neighborhood schools, and after
discussion with parents ana their neighbors, did a new pictnre of the,
repeating phenomenon appeare. ,0f the 139 students in-the trac.r group,
58% had repeated Standard VII, 78% had rcpeated. onc grade in their school
carcer,; and 27% had repeated at least two: grades. Yet very dittle of this
information. can be found in thc books for any one year or in. the books of

any one school. : : . - A . .

There arc a number of ‘weys-inm which the repeating prooess
operates in Maragoli. On paper, 19 schools within the Location appcar to
have an under—enrolment of studemts .in Standard VII. W In the me jority of
cases these. figurcs are deceptive. .Students registered for Standard VI

or not registered at ail arc found in:Standard VII classrooms studying



for the exam that they will tekc the following year. Second, 42% of the
Standard VII repeaters changed schools for the following year's attendarce.
Although headmasters may be unaware if a ncucomer is actually a repecater,
the informal exchange pattcrns between ncighborhood schools are well
established and can bc charted if registration books from threc or four
local schools for secveral years arc studied at enc time. Third, thc
majority ef repgaters remeining at their own schools ehange their names

at rcgistration, usually betwecn their own last names and thosc of their

fathcrse.

Headmasters prefer to accept repeatcrs who show votential for
entry into secondary school. However, eommunity pressure is such that
repecalers are evenly distributed between all the lower grade lcvels.
Repeating is reinforced by the sueccess which seccond or third timers achieve
on thc C.P.E exam in eomparison with fresh candidatcs, Out of thc tep 26
seorcs from, the three schools for the 1970 exam, 69% were trosc of rcpeaters.
Murthcrmorey repeaters made up 71% of those students from tl.cse sehools

acceptced for aided Ferm I places.,

. This pattcrn ef :rcpeating in Standard VII.eauses: a chain reaction
of repecating down through the lower standardse. However, thc Macklogging
pressurc on the sc¢hool system is somewhat reduccd by the cnrolment attrition
between Standards IV and V. Majnly duc to the jump in sehool fees from 60/—
to 90/— between these standardsy 635 parents in Maragoli in 1970 decided
to stop their ehildren at this lovel. On the other hand, Haragoli parcnts
rcacted stféﬁély‘égainst the 1971 attempt to level the fees for all standards

at T0/-.

Since so many children rcpeat .classes, the age of primary schoel
leavers is higher than students :aspiring to secondary school and their A
headmastcrs arc willing to-admit. .When questioncd about their datc of birth,
67% of the 139 students-lowered their ages. From their answers, boys and
girls avceraged 15 years of age. However, an investigation of family back—
ground showed that in recality -Standard VII boys .and girls averagew 17
years of .age. Out of ~all thc studonts, only 19% were under agc 16. The
{erieho Conference sonclusion that primary school leavers are teo young

for vocational training and land re-settlement does not secem to apply 1o

e It should be nouted that percentages given throughout this paper
are bascd on a small sample size. Thcy arc presentcd within the eontext of
one small community . and may therefore, be . inascurate if applied To a much
larger areae.

For additional information an the general repecatcr problem in
Kenya see.Kenneth King, Pramary Schools in Kenvat: Some eritical eonstraints
on their effectivenesse I.DeS« Discussion Papcr Ne., 130, 1972,
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Maragoli This long caregr which.students spcnd in primary school is
permitted by the lack of emphasis parents placc upon agriezltural production,
and cxplains the constraints that many farmers have in cultivating their

ficldse.

The paticrn .of rcpeating throughout the school system rcsults
in an overlap of ages in ecach gradc. For examplc, one Standard VI class
contained "childrca® from 11 to-22 ycars of age, while 13 -year-olds within
the sub—location werc found in Standards I through VII. - Obviously, such
agc mixes interfore with spoits,; disciplinc, and the tcaching of ainy subject

on the syllabus.

The orieirtation of the cantire school systcm is fooused upon the
final cxamination. Before C.P.E. tokes place, the community holds church
mectings to pray for thc gcod gradcs of the students. This ccromony gives
some indication of the trecmendous parental prcessurce behind classroom
preparation for the exam, Teaching is done mainly through roto-memory
techniques, and non—cxamination subjccts receive little attention. The
school garden usually has thc sworst looking maize crop in the villagc.
Furthcrmore, Standard VII students fill out a preference list of secondary
sconols before taking the cxam. This is the only placement service offered
to school leavers. If they do not obtain a placc at onc of thosc schools,
irrcspective of their gradcs and aspirations, they fecl thet they have

beeir marked as failures.

With so much invested in their children's cdncation, and such
a large reward if that education pays off, parents pay. close atteantion
to the activities of the school. Parents' mectings are usually among the
best attended activities in Maragoli, politicians camp.ign on platforms
to expand secondary school facilitics, and church services include prayers
for academi¢ successe. Parental desire to send as many child .n to school
as possibley ana to kceep them there until they achieve entry into an aided
secondary school slows down t¢ system, blocks the implementation of an
“environmentally biased"™ currioulum, and makes thc tecaching of any subject
difficult. Although parenits scem willing to send their children for
vocational training, such courscs arc difficult to find, cxvensive, and
offer no guarantec of a job. Until this situation changes, parcntal pressurc
will kcep the Maragoli school system focuscd upon sccondary school prcpara~

tione. .

6, James Shefficld (ed), ovs cite p.24.
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EXEECTATTGHS_AND BXPERIENCES OF Ti SCHOCL LEAVERS

How arc the expectations, perceptions, and experiences of the
school leavers themselvee affectcl by the oricntation of the school system

and by the socio-cconomic setting of the community?

Table 4 POST  C.P.E. ACTIVITIES BY SEX
. Jhetivitics Boys Girls Total
aided sccondary schools 8% - 5%
unaided secondary schools 16 25% 19
voocational training T 2 5
repcating 51 47 50
home 15 26 19
employed 2 - 2
99%  100% 100%
n=86 n=53 n=

Table 4 refers to school leavers' activitics one. year after they tock .

the Co.P.E. examination. 7"he Table. indicetes that 74% of all leavers
managed to remain within the academic school system,. although only 24% .
had done so by advancing to secondary schcol. Despitc the slight chances
girls. have for entry into an. aided secondary school, the counstruction of
Harambee schools and the availability of private secondary schools in towns
allowed 24% of the girls to advance their acadcmic studies. Five girls
werc at loeal Harambee schools while eight attended private, schools outside
Westcrn Province. « Of thc boys who attended unaided schools, 11 attended
private institutions, and 10 of these arc located outsige :.the Province.
Thus, 53% of those students who ob%ained a Form I place, did so outside
Western Province. These places were found, in all. cases, with the aid

of kinsmen employed in the towns in which the schools are locatcd. The
high cost of attendance at these private schools was partially alleviated

by thé free accommodation offcred the students by their relatives,

Only seven students entered vocational training progr.gps of some .
sort. Onc student obtaincd & place in an aided technical school, four
enrolled in private tcchnical schools, and two apprenticced themselves to
Agian garage mechanics. Six of these students entercd vocaiional draining
as .an obvious. second choice, aftcr at lecast onc year of repeating
Standard VII, Of the boys who remained at home, it is important to note
that none rad farms of their own or had undertaken any full—time enirce

preneurial activity.
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Table 5 FOST = C.P.E. ACTIVITIES EY C.P.E. SCORES

Activities

aided secondary school
unaided secendary gchool
vocational training
repeating

home

employed

Scores

0-9 _10-14 __15-19  20-24 _ 25-20 . 30+

- - - - 60%
9% 2%, 26% . 33% -
9. . 2 1. 10
61 50 55 40 - 10
18 , 26 14 20 20
O3 2 -
100%  100% 99% 100%  100%
n=33 n=38 n=42 n=15 n=10

100%

—

e

—

—

—

100%

Table 5 shows that 11 students with scores lower than 15 points wcre able

to find places in unaided sccondary schools, whilec 11 students with scores
above 15 points remaincd at home,

secmcd morc a function of parcntal status than students' scores.

Intry into unaided secondary.schools

A sharp

contrast in family background cmcrged when the group of 27 students who

n=1

attended unaided secondary schocls was compared with the group of 27 leavers

who remained at homee In the first group, only fivce fathcrs had less than

fw~ acrcs of land; and 74%}of the families grew cash cropss In additi

11 fathcrs ecarned over 5QO/— per monthe.

were farmers or deceascd, sccondary school fees werc paid by the students!

on,

empLoyed eldcr brothers., -¥n contrast, 21 fathers of the second group had

less than two acres of land, and only 24% grew cash cropse.

earnec. over 500/~ pey monthe

In the 16 cases of fathcrs who werc farmers,

Two-fathcr

S

In the cight eases of fathers who

jobless,; or deceascd, only four school leavers had elder employed siblings.

Extended family financial obligations arc lcssening in glaragoli,

and school fees have becomg almost entirely a nuclear family affair.

secondary school education, rcquiring high fecs,; recmains the major ehannel

If

for carning a steady income; lincs of social stratification within the.

community arc bound,to tighten.

Table 6 . STUDENTS' FOST — PRIMARY EXPECTATICNS
Activitics Boys Girls Total
aided secondary school 60% 51% 57%
unaided secondary.school . .. 13 L4 17
vocational training 27 2r . 25
empl oyment - 4 _-J;.
1009 100% .100%
n=86 n=53 n=
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Students, themsclves, arc realizing the difficultics of entry
into a government aided sccondary school. Table € shows thot only 57% of
the 139 students anticipatcd obtaining a Form I place at an aided school.
This percentage indicates a substantial dccline in sccondary school " expgeta—
tions as compared with comparablce figurcs for 1966.( Cn the other hand,

25% set their expectations upon a voeational training prograrmc, Thesc
attitudes arc in line with thosc of thc parents, cfleecting a situation

in which thc oppertunity index for entry into an aided secondary school.

is low and in which secondary sehooling does not ensure employment. Nany
students seem preparcd to accept any typec ef Ffurther sducation which

might lcad %0 employment. = DPut until suehk training programmes are available,

they have little choicc but to eling to the academic school system.

When students werc asked to state their occupational preferences
for jobs available to Standard VII lecavers, and give rcasons for their =
¢hoices, 42% of thc boys chose occupations on thc basis of availability

rathcr than porsonal bencfit.

Tablc 7 STUNENTST  CCCUPATIONAL CHOICE
Boys Girls
“mechanie . .. 48 - nurse - 38
:Zifiﬁter v - g secretary/typist 10
tecacher

driver : 10, poliee .
police 4 =2
railway 2
teacher . T
clerk 3

1

cash—srop farmer
86
Only 10 boys chose jobs which today would be nearly impossible for a
Standard VII lcaver to obtain and two chose a job which eoutd nc be -
performed in Kekamcga District. The job prefercnces, thcemsclves arc
not new, as previous vstudics havé indioatéa.B' Théy are aliijbbs which
can bc performed outside towns, and apart from police, railw.y and teacher,

can be initiated on a self—employmcnt basis,.

To David Koff, "Education and Employments Perspcetives of Konya
Primary Pupils", in Shefficld (ed.), op. cit.; D. 408

8. *  see papers by John Anderson, J.D. Heijnen in Shefficld (eda),



Statcd rcasons for job sclection which can be elassified under
the hcading Mjob availability" included opportunitics for getiing work,
sclf—employment possibilitics; and short training periods. Within this
catcgory, these are a few roproscntative completions to the sentoncc,

"I would like to do this job becaucesss™

vee @ Standard VIT pupil has no good English o spcal: but a

mechanic can use Kiswahili or simple English,

veo in my village there isn't anyonc who is a mechanic.

vee anyone ean do this job of carpeutcr, even if you don't

go to school. . L P

s when you arc a mcchanie, if a esar has damagc, you can

get a private job by yourself,
v

These iyvese of answers indicate an awarcenesg of the employment situstion
in Kenya and a willingness of students to channel their efforts in the
avenues -open to them for employmcnt. Girls, on the other hand, secemecd more
soncerncd with the benefits from the work rather than its availability.
Although new employment roles have opengd to them, girls arc -not under

as severe pressurc as boys to fulfill them.

- When students were asked "Where will you go to find work?", 28%
of the boys and 24% of thc girls expecte¢d / scarch for employment within
a 25 miles radius of their home -(Vihiga, Kakamecga, Kisumu), - All except
11 students who expeated to be awey from home, plapned to head .in the

wircction of employed kinsmen.

Labour migration out of Meragoli takes thc form of a ¢hain of links
to kinsmen who might provide accommodation and hospitality to job-
-seekers, even if they cannot aid with employment. Thus, Maragoli
schocl leavers, as the diagram implies, fan out in the scarch for

many
employment to [/ small towns across the country, rathcr than just head
for the bright lights of the city.
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80% of the students viewed higher education and contaots with
employed friends and relatives as the best cembination for finding jobs
in Kenya., However, when students were asked to somplete the sentence;
"Young people who look for work in towns usually...™, 72% peroeived the
job hunting process as depressing, degrading,; and practically hopcless.
The following selected responses indicate the force of feeling the majority
of leavers have about employment searching in towns.

evo get a lot of trouble before they get work and have nowhere to
- .spend the night., They spend it in the bushes where water passes
or in rubbish pits and this results in. diseases.and death.

soo find it difficult to get work and where to sleep, what to eat,
eto. And if they don't. have somebodvw whom. they know, elearly
they sannot get work at sll.

wander aboulb-in the town searching for work and they san finish
the whole day without eating.

ses Walk up and down thc town and some go to offices to ask for
empleyment. Some of them when they don't get employment begin
"to steal and most of. them are imprisoned. . P

ees don’t get a job and then they just go and sit at their homes
and dig their feather's farm,

Yet despite this realization of job=hunting difficulties, ths majority

of leavers,still intended $o0 search for employment away from homec.
Apparently.,. the students"felteheeds for ineome are se strong that they
persigt in what seems hopeless $0 many »sf them. To discover why students
thought #hey needed a steady income, they wers asked- to eompletc the

sentence, "I would like to ecarn money so that. I eans. .

Table 8.  STUDETS! FELT FEEDS_ FOR INCOME

Boys Needs, Girls
41 %% buy land 6%
31 help parents 26
24 pay siblings' sehool fees 58
17 buy elothes 21

8 marry (buy eows) -
7 Yy taxi 11
5 become oashworop/dairy farmer -
5 build permanent house 6
2 have a good life €
2 apply for training -
- build a shop 6
1 help the nation 6

% This question was epen—ended and the responses therefere total over 100%.

The percentage refers ta ithe proportion of the total number of respondents.
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Tablc 8 implics thet students! fclt needs for income strongly
rcflect pareh%aidatfifudes towards the responsibilitics of an incomnc—
earning child. Students are concerncl. about the wclfare of their families
and scc the local community as the arca in which to invest for their futures.
In addition, the felt necds for income of many girls arisc from the ngw
rolcs open to women in the community. Responscs such as buying taxis,
building houses, buying land, and building shops indicatc a scnsc of social

and economic independence.

Students view education as a mcans of obtaining a stcady income
with which they can satisfy obligations to their families and invest for
their futures in the local community. Although they perccive that their
shances of obtaining an aided Form I placc an@/or wage cmployment are
slight, they pcrsist in those pursuits because few viable alternatives are
open to them. Yet, if altcrnatives for academic education wcre available
which were tailored o mect the nceds of the eommunity and the entrepre—
ncurial wonstraints facing youngswucrs,; both students and parcnis scem

ready to turn their efforts in that dircection.

SUMHIARY

A picture of an -on—going traditional life in a rural-~agrioultural
setting is far from the socio—cconomic rcalities of Maragoli. The community's
cconcnic Jifeafood is composed of a flow of labour migrants to town centers.
Maragoli males cxploit urban employment niches out of the necessity maintained
by population density and limitcd land resources at hoime. In addition,
Maragoli parcnts have historically looked to the school as thce shannel fthrough

which employment could be obtained.

Population pressurc on thc land, soeiological changes in family
organization, and the felt lack of soeial sceurity in old agc are among
the major factoes which have shapced parental attitudes towards the role of
the school., Vecational and agricultural training in thc,past were not
nullified by parental preference for elitist occupations,; but rother failed
because they had not becn tailorcd 4o fit the needs of the community and to

ovecrcome the entreprencurial eonstraints faeing youngsters.

Parents see education as an instrument for providing thcir children
with the non—agricultural employment upon which the community is dependent.
Therefore, parcnts have made enormous financial investments in the school

at thc expense of other development projects in the arca. Community attitudes
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towards education, and the actions which these attitudes provokc, place
constraints upon the operation.of the school  systce Overeenrolmend in
the lower standards, repeating in all grades, wide-age .ranges in cach
class, and sole focus upon final examination preparation result in
disregard for non—examination subjects and voor tcaching of academic

CoOUYSCSa

Both parcnts and studcents have recalistic poerceptions of the labour
market and of opportunitics for entrance into an aided secondary school.
Murthermore, therce appear to be alienafion from the urban cnviromment and
a desirc, on the part of school leavers, to work and invest in the local
arcae .Although therc secems to be community rcadincss for vocational
training programmes . as altcrnatives to sccondary sehool entry, such
programmes are difficult to find (cspocially for girls) .and offor no
guarantec of cmployment. Until vocational ,programmes arc designed which
offer guality training, maricting comtacts, and institutional organization.
10 overcome the eonstraints upon as?i;ing entrcpreneurs, parenta%‘pr%ssure

will keep the cducational systcom focused upon sccondery school preparation.

Therc is a soeiological fallacy in recognizing change in urban
arcas, while holding "rural™ bchavior pattcrns as a constant. The attitudes
which-parents have towards the school systcem are-rooted in the.socio—
ecqunomic setting of today and arc not based upon the inertia of some pre—
existent traditionalisms - Thercfor:, cducational programmel desSwrad t2 meed
the assumed .nceds of axzcas proe—~categorized in the planncrs® minds would

scem to have little chanec.of sucecsse. R



