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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to critically analyze the basic concepts of T. Parsons’ sociological theory in relation to
preceding classical sociological theories and social system theory. The reason why his theory was influential in the
mid 20" century was that his structural-functional theory could explain the dominance of USA over the Soviet Union
in the cold war period from the theoretical viewpoint.

After Parsons remain three theoretical issues, which are: (1) the gap of the globalization currently in progress and
his conception of “boundary maintaining system”, (2) his tendency to give excessive stress on “normative elements”
in his “control hierarchy” theory (ex. the Fall of Berlin Wall in 1989 could not be explained according to his “control
hierarchy” theory) and (3) incompatibility of agency and structure, or that of the integration theory and the conflict
theory.

Luhmann’s theory of autopoiesis is considered to be an attempt to get over the second theoretical issue and

Giddens’ theory of structuration an attempt to solve the third one.

Keyword sociology, Parsons, social system theory, structural-functionalism, control hierarchy

40



