INTRODUCTION

Statement of the Problem

Although news media has been part of media studies for decades, it has recently
started to change the ways in which the media package their products in times of
national crises (Carr, 1999; Heyboer, 2000). Generally, in times of crisis, people want
information. They turn to news sources to find out what is happening and to help them
figure out what might happen. Particularly, media research in the Middle East need to
concentrate on examining how news media frame national crises news so that it works
effectively on interpreting the violent and security related events, which has become a
necessity in the escalation of violent perpetrations in some Arab areas. On September
11, 2001, for instance, continuous television coverage of the most horrifying terrorist
attack on the World Trade Centre in New York began immediately after the first plane
hit the first building. This can help understanding how news media can cover a crisis

of unprecedented magnitude. According to Sewell (2007: 1-6):

"It is in the agency's interest to provide as much information as possible at
the beginning of an issue, rather than see a 1-day story spread over a week as
the press gathers more information on its own. Departments must realize that
it often is best--and important in the eyes of the public--to publicly confess

and repent sins in a timely fashion".

In fact, the contemporary emphasis on news media in times of crises has become a by-
product of a changing political and media environment, where most Arab outlets are
controlled by governments. Also, modern private media ownership has aggravated an
atmosphere in which news professionals are eagerly aware of competition with
official media, resulting in an emphasis on popularity ratings that serve to increase the
company’s profits (Downie and Kaiser, 2002). The packaging of developing stories
such as terrorism news, war against terrorism or Arab Spring, for instance, serves as a

persuasion tool in the hands of governments and as a marketing tool for independent



media organisations. With such organisations being under increasing pressure to
provide information to audiences as quickly as possible, to gain popularity and

increased ratings (Lasica, 1997: 64).

In recent years, it has taken on a new significance as Arab media organisations
emerged as active players in covering unfamiliar incidents in the Middle East. They
have turned to the "breaking news" phenomenon as a tool to distinguish coverage in
an increasingly competitive arena that challenges official Arab media, and terrorism
news coverage, for instance, have become a dominant frame in shaping television
news coverage. The characteristics of terrorism news in the media of many Arab
countries are distinct for many specialist observers. Information is presented with
language which emphasises national unity, safety and loyalty to governments, without
reference to any opposing view or detailed analysis of the incidents, perpetrators or
the public views. Most content is shaped around governments’ views, and packaging
is highlighted with notable graphic packages and dramatic official statements. In this
regard, the audience may understand that other stories are being pushed aside in
favour of the official view. This qualifies the rumors and different visions to spread at
a critical time (Carr, 1999; Miller and Perlmutter, 2004).

As Neal (1998) argues, when the social order is seriously disrupted, people usually
want more information than the media can provide. During crises, people rely on the
media for news that may provide ways to survival. Also, the media can perform as a
platform for the public and authorities voice. According to Graber (Graber, 1980:

228), they look to the media for information, explanations, and interpretations.

According to lyengar and Kinder (1987), media audiences believe that terrorism
stories are more important than other parts of a newscast because such stories can
signal danger in their lives. However, the way in which terrorism stories are treated
requires closer examination in order to identify what content and whose voice
dominates such news; and, most importantly, what impacts it makes on individuals.

When the media is concentrating on governments, reporters often present at



government headquarters, and coverage abandons a detailed analysis of reasons
behind the perpetrating terrorism. Journalists and broadcasters use event-based
coverage. The event-driven nature of terrorism stories provokes fear and, therefore,
prompts viewers to seek adherence to their government in order to guarantee stability
(Carr, 1999). However, do journalists and broadcasters realise the impact of such

coverage on media audiences?

Despite the prominence of terrorism news in modern media coverage, researchers
have failed to adequately explore the content and effects of such coverage on media
audience in Arab government-controlled environments. There have been very few
earlier studies that can help researchers identify the content of terrorism news in Arab
countries, in particular Saudi Arabia and its coverage of terrorism, or its audience

response to such news.

Media effects research is intended to provide insight into the ways media persuade
individuals to think and behave (Harris, 1999). However, we know very little about
audience response to terrorism news in Arab states affected by the different national
crises, where the events of terrorism represent one. Modern Arab media news
audiences have greater opportunities than ever to be exposed to terrorism news,
because that particular type of coverage has gained prominence in recent years due, in
large part, to the growing competition posed by opposing online sources and
independent Arab media.

As terrorism news is considered one of the most recently packaged materials in the
Arab media, it is significant that we understand the influence of such coverage on its
national audiences. In an age of increasing competition among globalised media
outlets, an understanding of terrorism news ultimately serves to help understanding
the potential for audience manipulation by media sources. One is led to believe
whether the stories are based on 'the truth' or just a means to generate audience fear,
preventing their views from diversifying their belief and trust in the government. If by

terrorism news people are conditioned to respond in a particular way, namely to



perceive the information as being a threat to the stability of their political system,
their true interests may not be served. In such cases, the media would not be fulfilling
their responsibility of serving the public good. Whether or not a story is truly breaking
IS an issue to be explored in future research. For now, studying Saudi Arabia, the
history of its political system, its relationship with the Saudi religious system,
terrorism and the national media will identify the elements of terrorism news. It will
not be easy to delve deep into the system and organisations, and it will be hard to
analyse the thoughts of people in a closed polity such as Saudi Arabia, but it be
completed as far as practicable.

Political Context and Rationale for the Study

State-owned media producers tend to control the media, and the impact of terrorism
news on media consumers is rarely studied in the Arab world, namely Saudi Arabia.
The nature of the terrorism news, its producers and its impact on the media audiences
is significantly unclear. Additionally, it is important that media studies focus on the
cognitive psychology of terrorism news media. Despite the increase of mass
communication studies that consider cognitive psychology theory (Lang, Bradley,
Chung, and Lee, 2003: 650-655), scholars argue that not enough investigation has
been made about the ways people negotiate messages and how agents can affect
audience assessments and responses to the content. Thus, through this study, we will
aim to investigate Saudi Arabia in terms of its history, establishment and the various
political, economic and social conditions that may affect the outputs of its national

news of terrorism.

Terrorism coverage in the Arab media has emerged recently to become vitally
important for governments, media producers and the audience. In the age of 21%
century global Islamist terrorism, the media face significant challenges in defining
their role and responsibility in the public sphere. Initially, a study of the relationship

between the media and the government raised the question of whether the media



served public interest or were merely disseminators of government propaganda.
Emphasising terrorism news in the time of terror, national reform globalisation, and
most importantly the "Arab Spring”, has pushed Arab governments and media

producers to re-think coverage content.

According to Arblaster (1977: 413-424), the concept of terrorism involves a challenge
to legitimacy of the state, and therefore, it cannot and should not be discussed without
reference to the concept of legitimacy. As democracy and freedom of press are
questionable in many Arab states, as most governments control the media content, it
is time for governments to re-examine their position in order to allow for more press
and expression freedoms and media independence, or at least alternative views
through their media. This will help to bring useful information to the media audience
without using the old fearful and persuasive methods, and will consider people's
participation in news coverage of their national issues. As the old blackout method is
no more applicable in a globalised world, research in this field is significant as the
examination of the present political, economic and social issues can strengthen the
concept of real change. This stresses the idea that legitimacy is vital for any reform,

war on terror or any kind of violent activism.

Ideology of Islamist Terrorism

The impact of Islamist terrorism news on Middle East audiences may be considered
tremendous, but the influence of the official coverage of terrorism in the national
media is thought to be more critical. Before we examine the methods used by the
Saudi media in presenting the issue of terrorism and its perpetrators in Saudi national
news, we need to study the political, economic and social conditions that have
contributed to evolving terrorism in the Middle East in general, and in Saudi Arabia in
particular, and how these factors can affect terrorism news production. Also to be
examined will be the ways people perceive or react to terrorism coverage through

their national media. While many critics around the world believe that Islam is the



reason behind terrorist operations carried out by Islamist groups, it is important to
examine the link between Islam and the terrorist groups, and historical reasons which
have led some Muslim groups to resort to violence as a refuge for promoting their

objectives.

In order to achieve this aim, this study will be divided into eight chapters. These are:

Terrorism or Political Violence in the Middle East?

Islamist Terrorism in the Middle East.

A Case Study: Saudi Arabia and Islamist Terrorism.

The Contemporary Media Landscape in Saudi Arabia.

Framing Terrorism News.

Framing Terrorism in the Saudi Media and the Public Response.
Methodology.

Findings.
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Conclusion: Discussion.

Structure of the Thesis

The thesis is divided according to the following chapters and subheadings:

1. Terrorism versus Political Violence — The Middle East Scenario
This chapter will investigate how radical Islamism developed in the Middle East and
Arab states, to become a source for active Islamist terrorism. The objective here is to
study Islamist radicalism and its perspective, as well as the impacts of the political,
economic and social transformations through history. This will lead to investigating
the roots of clash between Muslim countries and the West, where many radical groups
consider the Western countries as an engine for disorder in the Middle East. The

chapter will be divided into the following sub-sections:



- Historical background to Islamist terrorism in the Middle East
- Islam and the West as seen by the radicals

- The global community and war on terrorism

- Increasing religious-ethnic disintegration

- Escalating regional discontent

- Islamic terrorism in the Arab Gulf region

- Summary.

Since global terrorism stems from the Middle East, examining the correlation between
regional problems and Islamist terrorism is of great significance. Therefore, we will
the roots of rising terrorism that may stem from the historical, political, cultural and
economic problems of the Middle East which have been considerably affected by
other factors. The type of terrorism perpetrated by al-Qaeda appeals to the individuals
who seek to act in an idealistic way. According to Krueger (2007), it is important to
examine the reasons that motivate individuals to be members of terrorist groups,
drawing reasoning from the terrorists’ own backgrounds, economic, social, and

political conditions in societies from which they came.

2. Islamist Terrorism in the Arab World

As many terrorist groups are using Islam to justify their deeds, this part aims to study
the ideology that puts Islam as a guiding reference for these terrorists. The purpose is
to identify the distinction between Islam and Islamism, and between religion and
ideology. In this process, we will examine the history of the Islamists' view of the
world (local and international) and the major ideological schools that represent their
strategy. This will lead to studying the relevant theories which explain the Islamist's
adoption of violence. These theories can contribute to understanding the possible
reasons behind the increasing radicalism and perpetration of terrorism in the Middle
East. The sub-sections will be divided on the following:

- Terrorism: A General Definition

- Islamist Fundamentalism



- Islamist Terrorism

- Theories that explain the reasons behind Islamist terrorism: clash of
civilisations, frustration-aggression, social identity theory, and
psychopathology theory.

3. A case study: Saudi Arabia and terrorism
The main reason for choosing Saudi Arabia for my this study is because we believe
that many factors have united together to breed a new wave of religious radicalism in
the Middle East. This chapter will examine the history behind the rise of Saudi
Arabia, its government and nation. We will explore the ways in which the government
have united with the religious establishment in order to control the newly established
country. The main argument here will aim to identify whether this unification has

affected the ideology and actions of a whole nation. The sub-sections will be:

- Saudi Arabia and the history of terrorism

- Wahhabism and the misinterpretation of Islam

- Saudi educational curricula and religious extremism

- Saudi’s internal situation (political, economic and social) and the
- rise of terrorism

- Other factors related to unsolved political problems in the Middle
- East

- The Saudi Government and religious establishments

- US war against international Islamist terrorism

- The terrorists' use of the media.

4. The contemporary media landscape in Saudi Arabia
The main argument in this chapter is that although Saudi Arabia's media (both public
and private) are very extensive, the country and the nation do not actively benefit
from their existence. This part will examine the types of media outlets available in the

Saudi scene and also the type of media coverage each outlet provides. Additionally,



we will focus our exploration on identifying the degrees of free expression and speech

that are allowed through the Saudi media. The sub-sections will include:

- Middle East media: ownership and policy in a terrorised global age
- Ownership of the Saudi media and its policy

- Television broadcasting in Saudi Arabia

- Freedom of expression and freedom of the media

- Public opinion and freedom of expression

- Types of programmes broadcast before and after the rise of

- terrorism

- The official call for reform and the new media policies adopted to
- fight active terrorism

- Are the latest media procedures useful to counter terrorism?

By studying the environment in which Saudi media has historically evolved, the kinds
of political, economic, and cultural forces which have shaped the operation and
content of Saudi media, we can predict the type of news frames that the Saudi media

will produce.

5. Framing Terrorism News

In order to examine the coverage of terrorism in the Saudi media, it is worth
examining the concept of news framing in general, the different hypotheses of
framing, and the impact of framing on the cognition of the audiences and their
response to such media coverage. This will help deciding the best theories that can
help conducting the empirical part of the thesis. This will include the following sub-
sections:

- Research on framing terrorism.

- Understanding psychological response to terrorism news.

- The mediated message in a globalised world.

- The relationship of governments and the media in the rise of

- terrorism.



- Framing terrorism news.

- lyengar's hypothesis explained.

- Language of terrorism coverage and the public response.
- News framing and audience perceptions.

- Terrorists' use of the media.

6. Framing Terrorism in the Saudi Media and the Public Response: Methodology
This part of the dissertation consists of an explanation of the conducted empirical
study that integrates the concept of the thesis. It aims to explore the ways the Saudi
media frame terrorism news. Our general empirical goal is to investigate how Saudi
mass media frame terrorism news amid the government's control of media. We also
aim to investigate the types of audience response to the official coverage of terrorism
news. This may lead to the idea that the audience understanding of disseminated
messages may not be up to the expectations of the sender. Additionally, we will try to
ensure the validity of the information that will result from the content analysis.
Finally, we will look at the extent of freedom of speech in the press, the Internet and

television. This will include:

- Research questions

- Hypothesis

- Aspects of text which will be examined to identify key cues
- Methodology: Sample

- Coding

- Coding scheme.

- Reliability check

7. Findings
In this empirical chapter, we will examine the ways in which the Saudi media deal
with the issue of terrorism. Our data here will examine the ways in which the Saudi
public deal with the new media in order to express their views over their internal

issues, given that the Saudi media are often seen as part of a closed circuit
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(government-media). The content analysis, will look at the content of three major
media in Saudi: the press, the television and the Internet. We have prepared a coding

sheet that supports interpreting the meanings of each news item, forum post or reply.

- Content analysis of Saudi media (Internet, press, television): this will
include analysis of the official Saudi media and media used by the
opposition, including the Islamist opposition). We will set our analysis
according to the following categories:

- Internet analysis: news item title, web site, date, type of post (post —
reply), number of forum members, number of readings, number of
replies (content codes).

- Press analysis: news story title, newspaper title, date, type of story
(original story — reply), news source, length of news story (content

codes).

Using the results of the content analysis of the Saudi media, this chapter will develop
an analysis of how the Saudi media deal with the issue of terrorism in Saudi Arabia. It
will identify the types of news frames the Saudi media are using in producing
terrorism news. Additionally, it will reveal the reasons why the new media and other
regional media are attracting the public Saudi voice, as an alternative means for

raising public debate above the limitations of Saudi mainstream media.

The study will describe and evaluate the ways in which the rhetoric and messages of
terrorist and fundamentalist groups are represented in the media — in their
transmission via journalists and editors of mainstream media, and in their direct use

on the internet and by some broadcast outlets.
8. The conclusion

At the end of the empirical work we will offer a discussion, which will include the

following sub-sections:
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- Recommendations for improving Saudi media coverage of terrorism
- news through the Saudi media.

- The democratic option.

- Limitations of Research.

- The need for reform in general, and, specifically reform in the media

- sector.

Applications in Research

Investigations of framing have greatly focused on political coverage (lyengar and
Kinder, 1987; Gamson, 1992; Gamson and Lasch, 1983; lyengar, 1991; Price and
Tewksbury, 1997). Common political frames include the Fighting Frame, a conflict-
based reporting approach that pits one story participant against another (Richards and
King, 2000). However, in terms of framing terrorism, there are few experiments that
have examined terrorism coverage and its effects on the media public (Norris,
Montague and Just, 2003). Therefore, establishing terrorism news frames is an
important first step in establishing the ways in which the Saudi media audience

psychologically process and respond to such coverage.

Hypotheses and Research Questions

The literature suggests that the presence of frames in the news coverage of terrorism
has the ability to shape the ways in which viewers interpret and respond to such
events (Entman, 1993; lyengar, 1991; McLeod et al., 2002; Scheufele, 1999). Frames
influence cognitive assessments by supporting the audience in determining
information and providing structure over how people should think about the reports
they see (Shah et al., 2004: 102-120). To that end, we propose the following research

questions:
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1. What is the nature of terrorism coverage through national Saudi news media,
in terms of content and issue coverage? (episodic vs. thematic)

2. What are the dominant frames of responsibility in Saudi national media
coverage of terrorism?

3. How does news production frame the responsibility for terrorism, and what are
the implications of the nature of terrorism coverage on Saudi national news
media for citizen participation in the Saudi reform process?

4. What are the levels of freedom of speech that each media outlet provides for
public discourse, and how do the public interpret terrorism news in their local

news media, and what are their reactions towards terrorism news?

The goal of the study is to highlight that Saudi citizens have imperfect information
about terrorism incidents, its roots and motives, and also the actions of the Saudi
Government. Thus, we will develop the main themes and assess the empirical
evidence. This analysis will identify and examine the mechanisms through which
development of the Saudi media has been captured, and establish the constraints on its

capacity to perform a watchdog role.
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Summary

Terrorism news has been part of the media landscape for decades. In recent years,
however, it has taken on new significance as Arab media organisations are responding
to such crises carried out by Islamic groups in the Middle East. These organisations
have turned to the breaking news phenomenon as a tool to distinguish coverage in an
increasingly competitive arena and to challenge official Arab media. Terrorism news

has become a dominant frame in shaping television news coverage.

This study aims to determine the degree to which terrorism coverage prompts viewers
to adopt a sense of connection, curiosity and belief that terrorism news is realistic in
its coverage and important to people's lives, and how the public respond to such news.
Once terrorism frames in the Saudi media are determined, the effects reflected in the
empirical part of the thesis will be examined via audience response to terrorism
stories reflective of those characteristics. Testing the proposed model should provide a
better understanding of the adopted ways in treating a national crisis, and the effects

of terrorism news on Saudi media audiences.
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Chapter One

Terrorism versus Political Violence — The Middle East Scenario

Historical Background to Islamist Terrorism in the Middle East

In order to assess the effectiveness of any Arab media in the rising wave of terrorism,
it is essential to study the circumstances that surround Arab media in general. As is
known, the media plays a major role in consolidating national unity, political security,
and stability. Therefore, this chapter aims to examine the obstacles that affect the
performance of Arab media during the current terrorism threat in the Middle East
region. This means an examination of the political, economic and social conditions

that may affect the quality of Arab media performance amid the violent actions.

Over the past 50 years the Middle East has been a hub of tension and insecurity.
Traditionally, threats to global peace and security ensued from wars and crises among
regional states, which thereby engaged the international system; these included the
Arab-Israeli conflict, Lebanon civil war, Gulf War, and Iraq's war. The 9/11 incident
has presented a new approach to dealing with terrorism that stems from this part of
the world. Since current global terrorism stems from the Middle East, examining the
correlation between regional problems and Islamist terrorism is of great significance.
Generally, the roots of Islamist terrorism have been linked to issues of the Middle
East.

Therefore, it is important to consider the unique political, economic, cultural, and
religious characteristics which frame Islamist terrorism on the one hand, and the
approach of the global system in dealing with these issues on the other. From this
point, this chapter will also focus on the global community's policies as a main
contributing factor to the development of new Islamist terrorism. The questions this
chapter aims to study are: "Why has new Islamist terrorism appeared in the Middle

East?" and "Can current policies of the global system, as led by the US, ignore the
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threat posed by the new Islamist terrorism?" This will lead to examining the approach

itself, and whether it has been a threat to, or an opportunity for, global security.

In order to answer these questions a hypothesis will be developed later in the chapter.
First, the roots of the rising terrorism are found in the political, cultural, and economic
problems of the Middle East, which have also been considerably affected by the
conduct of the international community. Second, as a consequence of the global
system's policies, the concepts of stabilisation and democratisation — which are
essential to any political and economic transformation and thus to the eradication of
terrorism — have diverged in the region to the extent that accommodating them in one

context is largely inconceivable.

This chapter is organised into three parts. The first compares the characteristics of old
and new Islamist terrorism. The second part will review the roots of hatred in the way
the Islamists look at the world, as well as current US and Western influence in the
Middle East (including the Gulf region). The final part will explore the role of global

systems policies, in the region, in relation to new terrorism.

In fact, terrorism has always existed throughout history, but Islamist terrorism has
taken a new international dimension with its own specific interpretation, and so has
increased its importance in the global community. September 11 has undoubtedly
marked a turning point in terrorist activities. Old terrorism had internal or regional
dimensions, functioning in specific time and space, and having less negative impact
on the international community. In contrast, new Islamist terrorism operates beyond
national and regional borders, has a global impact, and constitutes a direct threat to
global peace and security. International security, long affected by wars and tensions
among nations, is currently endangered by an underground, complex and

unconventional power (Perl, 1997).

Unlike old terrorism, this new wave of terrorism has no single, nationalistic, or state-

sponsored feature. It occurs in many countries and is supported by a global network.
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Islamist terrorism originates from the Middle East, its driving force is Sunni Islamic
radicalism, and its representative is al-Qaeda. They aim to destabilise international
security; to de-legitimise Western hegemony and values, and to create a new balance
of power between the West and the Islamic World. As Behr (2002) notes,
international terrorism is characterised by the trans-border coordination of attacks and
their planning, the erection of an internationally networked infrastructure,
international fundraising and financing, international trade in weapons and materials,

and the recruitment and training of terrorists on a global scale.

As a result of these aims and features, new Islamist terrorism is more violent and less
tolerant. Its origins are extremism and hatred, which is caused by dissatisfaction in the
political, cultural and economic aspects of the international community's policies in
the Middle East region. The type of terrorism, perpetrated by al-Qaeda, appeals to the
hearts and minds of individuals to act for an idealistic end. According to Hassan
(2004), current suicide attackers fight for their faith and most importantly Allah's
(God's) satisfaction. They completely believe they will be blessed by God by
perpetrating such violence. New Islamist terrorism is a tactic supported by a
worldwide network. In this sense, no eradication of today's terrorism will succeed
unless the root causes of its emergence and the motives of its adherents are identified

and treated.

According to Krueger (2007), it is important to examine the factors which motivate
individuals to be part of terrorist groups, drawing reasoning from the terrorists'
backgrounds, and the economic, social and political conditions in the societies from
which they come. In terms of the Middle East, new Islamist terrorism stems from a
collective sense of historical injustice, political dependence, and a widely spread
sense of social humiliation caused by the global powers and their allies. As Vertigans
(2007) argues, if Islamist terrorism is to be fully understood and ultimately defeated, it
has to be acknowledged as a multi-faceted phenomenon caused by varying
combinations of economic, political, social, cultural and psychological factors. These

political, cultural and psychological intricacies operate cumulatively to trigger the
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central line of global terrorism. Therefore, without solving the existing problems in

the region, no eradication of new Islamist terrorism is feasible.

Islam and the West as seen by the radicals

Since the incident of 9/11 in 2001, the two subjects of new terrorism and Middle
Eastern studies have come to the fore as two major components of international
security studies. In order to answer why new terrorism has emerged in the Middle
East, it is worth examining many contributing factors. Although the remarkable
historical, political, cultural and economic characteristics of Middle Eastern societies
has provided a platform to regional issues, the policies of the global community have
also played a major role for the development of new Islamist terrorism. According to
Kent and Nicholls (1977), although the murderous hate (which later leads to
terrorism) begins in childhood and its origins are deeply repressed, it is potentiated
when young people, already loaded with hate, are kept together for lengthy periods in

economic, political and personal frustration.

In Huntington's (1993) article "Clash of Civilisations"”, he argued that in a post-Cold
War world, the crucial distinctions between people were not primarily ideological or
economic, but cultural. In this sense, world politics was being restructured along
cultural lines, with new types of conflict and cooperation replacing those of the Cold
War. The civilisation with a particularly large number of boiling pots were Muslim
countries, where bloody ideologies and borders form a great danger to world peace.
However, the September 11 incidents, and the widespread realisation of the existence
and aims of Osama bin Laden and al-Qaeda, created a new dimension by which its
roots and causes would be examined. This part of the thesis aims to examine these,
but it is first necessary to explore the historical, and particularly Islamist, background
to the 9/11 events. It will also be appropriate to analyse the great changes in power

relations between Muslim nations and the West over the past two hundred years.
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For centuries, and specifically between the 8th and 18th centuries, Islam was the most
powerful civilisation on earth, in terms of spread and creativity. It began in the 7th
century when Arab Muslims, bearing the prophecy of Mohammed, burst out of the
Arabian Peninsula. Within a decade they defeated the armies of two great empires to
the north, those of Christian Byzantium and Sassanid Persia. As Shinnawi (2002)
notes, a great new cultural and economic nexus came to be developed which was able
to draw on the knowledge and commodities of lands from China and India in the East
to Spain and Africa in the West, as well as those of the West Asian lands in which it
was based. This new civilisation commanded a good number of the world's major
cities and settled agriculture. In this region there was one shared language, religion,
and law. As Wallertein argues (1974: 67), it is considered the first world system, one
which preceded that of European capitalism. He notes that the distinctive feature of a
capitalist world-economy is that economic decisions are oriented primarily to the
arena of the world-economy, while political decisions are oriented primarily to the
smaller structures that have legal control. The states within the world-economy are
unlike the early Islamic model in leading civilisation, where politics and economy are

combined and applied in a successful way.

There were great cities in the Muslim world, from Damascus, Baghdad, Cordoba,
Cairo, Persia, Turkey, Isfahan, Bukhara, Samargand, and Delhi between the 8th and
17th centuries. As Turner (1997: 5) notes, there were great achievements in
scholarship and science, in poetry and prose, and in the arts of the book, building and
spiritual insight, which are precious legacies to all humankind. By then, Muslims
considered themselves as leaders of human civilisation. However, the odd crusade and
defeat in Spain left deep scars in the Muslims who lived after these eras. Also, over
the last two centuries the Islamic world has been deeply affected by Western

influence, driven by capitalism and supported by military power.

The symbolic moment, when the leader's standard passed explicitly to the West, was

Napoleon's invasion of Egypt in 1798. From this time, Western armies and Western
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capital overran the lands of the Muslims. The British dominated India and South East
Asia, and the British, French, Germans, and Italians divided their rule on North, East
and West of Africa. On the other hand, the Russians took control of Central Asia,
while the British and French controlled Western Asia. By the 1920s, Afghanistan,
Iran, Turkey, Central Arabia, and the Persian region were under Western control. The
last Ottoman caliphate, which represented the symbolism of Muslim leadership, had
been abolished in the early 20th century. According to Lewis (2004), Muslims
became worried that the holy places of Islam, Mecca, and Medina would fall into the
hands of the "infidel" — in reference to the West. The Muslim communities, which for
so many centuries had the power, had a good reason to believe that history, if not

religion itself, were handed to the power of the West for ever.

Also, the 20th century did not seem do any better in changing the latter extremist
view. The transformation to a world of nation-states was a global phenomenon taking
place. In late Ottoman time, some groups were already acting as minorities, as the
Ottoman state was attempting to create a unified national identity. However, although
this transformation was a long drawn-out process, Anderson (1987) notes that a
crucial turning-point was reached directly after the First World War, when the
establishment of the League of Nations required recognising nation-states as an only
internationally legitimate state form. In the Middle East this ensured that opposition to
the newly-installed European rule took on a nationalist character which fitted with the
nation-state form, and in this situation some minority identities were highly

politicised.

However, the emergence of modern Turkey in the early 1920s and the independence
of other Arab states to that of the Muslim republics (of the former Soviet Union) in
the 1990s, could suggest decolonisation of the Muslim world. Yet, for many extremist
Islamists this seemed to be mere fake independence. More often, they stressed that
Western rule was merely replaced by ally Muslim leaders with secular Western
values, while Western capital and culture came to be even more destructive to their

Islamic values and standards. This challenge has brought many Muslims to become
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pessimistic about any Islamic future. In fact, such opinions are not shared by all
Muslims, but have come to be shared by enough radical individuals to represent a real
threat to their own leaders and the world as a whole. Kepel (2004) notes that these
Muslims, who are more commonly known as fundamentalists in the West, are more
appropriately known as "Islamists". Additionally, Shaw (2001) suggests that Islamist
activism represents the main opposition to the leadership of many contemporary
Muslim states, many of which have relations with the USA and Western governments
— among them are Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Algeria, Tunisia, Turkey, Egypt, Jordan,
Kuwait, and the Palestinian Authority.

Moreover, the lack of psychological awareness on the part of the US and the West, in
dealing with main regional issues in the Middle East, is a major cause that helps
radicalise Muslims — not just in the countries concerned, but also across the Muslim
world. There were conflicts among the Muslim minorities in the Balkans and
Chechnya, and it is known that the Muslim majority in Kashmir are oppressed by
Hindu forces. They are held down by India's brutal rule, and the people of Iraq
suffered from a US powerful existence. Many people in the Middle East believe that
the Muslim and Christian people of Palestine have suffered from the great injustice of
the Israeli occupation for over fifty years. These are all complicated problems, and
from the perspective of many radical Muslims, they symbolise injustice and
oppression. The latter express a world order in which Muslims are weak and
powerless, and in which Muslims must organise to fight, as radicals believe. Osama
bin Laden's deputy, Ayman Zawabheri, wrote that he hopes to spend whatever is left of
his life in serving the cause of Islam in its ferocious war against the tyrants of the new

Crusade — in reference to the West.*

There are three marked developments which accompanied the transformation of
Muslims in the 19th and 20th centuries. They represent basic instruments in the long-

term motivations to the events of 11 September. Firstly, Muslims have long suffered a

' Al-Sharq Al-Awsat Publishes Extracts from Al-Jihad Leader Al-Zawahiri's New Book. A Look
back to the Past. Al-Sharq Al-Awsat, 2.12.2001.
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series of feelings from an intense sense of loss, through to a deep bitterness and severe
anger, at their powerlessness in the face of the West. In the Indo-Pakistan region,
where 350 million Muslims live, there has been a frustration among the people since
the Mughal Empire lost power in the 18th century. This frustration and anger also
grew due to the new competition for power, which brought rivalry because this was
mostly a Muslim area that was greatly exposed to the rule of the West. According to
Wiktorowicz (2005), the rejection of Europe, both as a dominating power and as a
model of progress, was a rich topic for many of the ideologues who called for fighting
against Western influence.

As the USA replaced Europe in the hegemony of the Islamic world, the country
became the focus of hate and resentment, which were all the greater because it
affected the lives of supposedly free peoples. According to Algar (1981: 182),
Ayatollah Khomeini's how! of rage in 1964, when the Iranian Government granted US
citizens extraterritorial rights in Iran in exchange for a huge loan for the Iranian
regime, affected many Muslims. They felt weak in the face of Western monopoly,
from the military attack on Alexandria in 1882 to the occupation of Palestine in
present time. Such feelings were no less strongly held in the Arab world. According to
Akbar Ahmed, as quoted in Hillenbrand (1999: 590), the memory of the Crusades
remains in the Middle East and Muslim minds of Europe as aggressive, religious

attacks that are hard to forget.

Also, the return of the European colonisation in the 19th and 20th centuries to the
Middle East did not help in promoting a different perception of Europe in the Muslim
minds. Additionally, the Israeli state has come to be seen as a modern version of the
Christian Kingdom of Jerusalem, which was established by what Sayyid Qutb, leader
of the second phase of the Muslim Brotherhood, described "the Crusader spirit which
runs in the blood of all Westerners".? In his pronouncements, Osama bin Laden, along

with his fellow Islamist leaders used this image to inject hatred into Arab and Muslim

2 1bid. p. 602.
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minds. In February 1998, bin Laden, along with other prominent Muslim figures,
announced the now famous formation of the World Front for Jihad against Jews and
Crusaders. As Garrison (2003: 39-52) notes, Osama bin Laden stated:

"The rule to kill Americans and their allies - civilians and military - is
an individual duty for any Muslim ... to liberate the al Agsa Mosque [in
Jerusalem] and the Holy Mosque [in Mecca] from their grip, and in
order for their armies to move out of all the lands of Islam, defeated and

unable to threaten any Muslim...".

The second development is that of an increasingly active pan-lslamic awareness in the
Muslim communities since 1800. There are reasons for this pan-Islamic feeling which
comes from Islam itself. Muslims believe that they are one community "umma"”,
created by God's revelation to man through Mohammed. As Gibb (1963: 173-176)
notes, this revelation tells them that they are the best community produced for
mankind, and they believe that it is a special blessing on them. The brotherhood of all
those who belong to the community, in total equality before God, is a strong belief
widely celebrated in their daily rituals. A concern to cherish and sustain the
community against all forms of segregation is the underlying spirit of the shari'a,
(Islamic law), and 20th century political developments were seen as a Western plan to

destroy the unique community of Muslims.

Scruton (2002) argues that Islamic thought is in direct contradiction with the idea of a
nation state, as the concepts of citizenship and nationhood are products of
Enlightenment and Christian theology. According to Keddie (1994: 463), in the
Christian world there have always been two authorities — secular law and divine law.
Yet, Muslim tradition does not make such a division and all come under Caliphate
rule. Thus, for a devoted Muslim it is not easy to accept that secular and divine law
may, at some stages, contradict. If it is not easy for Muslims who live in the West to
accept the distinction between secular and divine law, some are also in direct conflict

with the laws of the countries they live in.
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This may be a reason for some Muslims feeling separated or oppressed and finding it
hard to identify with host countries. For instance, if countries such as the UK conduct
an illegal war on a Muslim nation, British Muslims are driven into an even greater
identity crisis. As Oliver (2006) notes, the amount of anti-war and anti-Danish cartoon
demonstrations in London, for instance, clearly shows who the British Muslim
community supports. While the demonstrators stayed within the legal framework of
the UK, the suicide bombers of 7/7, who were born and raised in England, chose to
support their Muslim "brothers” of the Islamic umma in Iraq (and elsewhere) through
more extreme means. When one combines this notion of justification, the alienation of
diasporic communities, and the political goals of al-Qaeda, one can see that the "War

on Terror" constitutes a good method for causing more disaster.

The third development, and one which is considered the most important, has been the
worldwide movement of the Islamic awakening since the 18th century. This has been
expressed in many different ways through various social, economic, cultural, and
political circumstances. All of the Islamic organisations which have gained attention
through the events of September 11 have their roots in this revival and its thoughts.
However, the basic concern of this remarkable act has been the revival of Islamic
communities from within — an internal struggle and not an external one — and its main
feature suggests returning to the first Islamic principles. In the spread of Islam from
West Africa to China and South East Asia too many concessions were made to local
religious practice, which compromised the monotheism of God's message to humanity
through Mohammed. This revival movement commands going back to the first "pure"
principles, abandoning much of the medieval superstructure of learning, and
concentrate on the Quran and the traditions of the Prophet Mohammed. This is in
order to attempt to resemble perfection of the Muslim community. Tunisian author
and scholar Al-Gharbi (2005) presents a darker image, indicating that, as a nation,
Muslims still adhere to the principles of the Bedouin tribes that existed before the

advent of Islam. He states:
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"We still insist that we are always the victims, and that we are always
blameless. Our history is angelic, our imperialism consists of blessed
conquests (fotuhat), our invaders (ghuzza) are liberators, our violence is holy
jihad, our murderers are shahids, and our faulty understanding of the Quran
and daily violations of the rights of women, children, and minorities are

tolerant religious law (shariya)."

At the same time, there was an attack on all ideas of the intercession of God's mercy,
as represented by praying to shrines of saints. In the late 18th century, the concept that
man alone was responsible for his fate, and that he must act on earth to attain it,
spread to many parts of the Muslim world, particularly Saudi Arabia and Pakistan.
According to Robinson (1999: 13-27), this represents a shift in emphasis over the

forms of Muslim piety from another to current worldly Islamist activism.

In the contemporary history of the Middle East, Great Britain and the United States
were seen as responsible for shaping the policies of the international system. The
ethnic boundaries of the region were drawn in accordance with the requirements of
British foreign policy in the first half of the 20" century. These British policies have
created unreasonable territorial divisions and the end result is the establishment of
artificial countries.®> As a consequence, no distinctly Arab or non-Arab state can be
found today in the region without serious problems. With such policies, the second
half of the 20™ century witnessed various wars and crises, and more ethnic and
religious fragmentation in the region. Benjamin et al. (2003) note that the outcome
was the enduring existence of regional governments which, by enjoying the support of
the global community, have been able to neglect their national demands for political
openness, fair distribution of power, and a competitive position in the globalised

economy as prerequisites for any democratisation process.

After British withdrawal from the region in 1971 came the United States, and with

that came more complexity. Yom (2005) notes that to secure US national interests, the

* Up until 1971, Britain was (for centuries) the most influential state and the representative of the
global community in shaping Middle East issues.
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requests of the people from the Middle East for democratisation have long been
sacrificed in order to achieve stability in the region. Over the past three decades, US
policies aimed at preserving stability have contributed to the terminating of any
possibility of democratisation. These stability-preserving policies have been based on
two strategic objectives, the control of energy sources and the termination of the
Arab-lIsraeli peace process. According to Cordesman (1988), in achieving the first
goal US foreign policy manifested itself in two primary ways: support of ally regional

systems and a military presence.

After the first Gulf War in 1991, arms transfers and diplomatic and economic
maintenance systems continued to play a major role in securing regional governments
in order to strengthen regional stability. Through this support, local governments were
empowered enough be able to engage in more internal repression. Opposition groups
were not allowed to compete in an open political process and there was no democratic
distribution of power. As Zunes (2001) remarks, minority extremist Muslim
movements are often rooted in legitimate grievances voiced by underrepresented and
oppressed segments of the population, particularly the poor. Also, the US is
increasingly identified as having political, social, and economic forces that are
responsible for their misery. Therefore, as a result of this policy, many Arabs
currently believe the US to be guilty of delaying the creation of political openness.
Over the past few years, demand to establish real parliamentary systems have been
foiled. The result is the emergence of radicalism on the one side and the creation of a
specific "power-base™ on the other, which in turn has promoted and encouraged a new

wave of extremism in the Middle East.

Additionally, in the early 1980s US regional policy its part in creating the initial
conditions for radicalism to develop. For example, the US stood by Sunni radical
groups in Afghanistan, against the Soviet army, as a means of limiting the influence
of the Islamic revolution in Iran. As Hibbard and Little (1997) argue, the result of that
policy is al-Qaeda and new Islamist terrorism. The supportive US policy towards the

Taliban in Afghanistan in the mid-1990s provided al-Qaeda with the opportunity to
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organise, recruit, and train operatives in preparation for terrorist activities around the
world. Moreover, US support for regional systems has created a new "powerbase”
which by its nature undermines progress towards democratisation. According to
Rahman (2000), the result of these supportive policies means the world has witnessed
the existence of what they call "unusual political systems", along with distinctive
closed power circuits in the region that are monopolised, unbalanced, and offer
privileges to those who are loyal to the core of these systems. With the existence of
these kinds of powerbases, there is less opportunity for the advancement of the
democratisation process. Such a process could only happen at the determination of

those in power, not by the will of the people.

In terms of US military presence, the first Persian Gulf War enabled the establishment
of several permanent US military bases. This presence has continued and has become
a significant component in the forging of political alliances between the US and
various Middle Eastern systems. Although these governments were grateful for this
strong US presence during the 1990s, it is now felt that the American intervention was
not in accordance with international laws, nor did it apply self-determination or the
advancement of human rights. Instead, it only protected US access to, and control of,
energy resources and was totally self-determined to preserve stability in the region.
As Habermas (cited in Corbett, 2004) argues, "political terrorists fuelled by religious
fundamentalism don't misunderstand modern values, they reject them". Baudrillard
might also agree that, in a sense, "terrorism is a clash of triumphant globalisation at
war with itself". Habermas clearly points out that, "violent fundamentalism arises
because modern societies have failed to inspire alternatives that compensate for the
loss of traditional ways of life" (Baudrillard 14, cited in Corbett, 2004).

Also, Derrida (Derrida 111, cited in Corbett, 2004: 111) suggests that, while

maintaining its ties with its American "protector”, "client”, and "boss", Saudi Arabia
fuels the hotbeds of Arab Islamic Fanaticism, if not all terrorism, in the world. This
suggests that US policy has already contributed to causing this new wave of religious

extremism by creating dissatisfaction, distrust, and a popular negative reaction against
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US military presence and intervention. Ironically, this escalation in tension and
violence has itself become a major hindrance to further democratisation. As Saikal
and Schanbel (2003) note, any transition from autocratic and closed systems, to open

and democratic ones, cannot be realised without pain.

In terms of the Arab-Israeli conflict, and in order to preserve lIsrael's stability, US
policies have always favoured Israel as the counter-weight to Middle East power.
Over the last decade, the United States has not simply been a mediator in the Arab-
Israeli conflict, as US policy has created immense resentment due to diplomatic,
financial, and military support for the Israeli regime. Also, this is considered a
humiliating attitude towards the Palestinians. In addition, the failure of the US to be a
fair mediator suggests that the feeling of Muslim "ummas"” toward it are rapidly
worsening. According to Sloan, Sutter and Yost (2004), many or most young Arabs
consider the US a hyper-power that sustains failed secular leaders in their regions,
underwrites Israel's brutal occupation, denigrates Islam, and utilizes its force as an
instrument of humiliation. This increasing Arab disappointment is thought of as the
principal cause to the move towards radicalism and over attempts to establish rights
through armed struggle or terrorist perpetration.

As the war in Iraq highlighted, some group divisions were more politicised and
radicalised, and Sunni Muslims felt the need to wage Jihad to support their suffering
brethren (Saddam Hussein supporters) and to restore the lost credit of Muslims. At
present, Muslim public opinion expresses its concern about the US-led war on terror
and its threat to Islam. In many opinion polls conducted and released by the Pew
Research Centre (2007), the Muslim public expressed their concern about the US-led
war on terror and its threat to Islam. A negative view of US policy among Muslims
has previously been confined to countries in the Middle East, but has now
increasingly spread to other parts of the Islamic world. Therefore, these issues, in
addition to many others, can significantly affect the success or failure of the war

against terrorism.
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International terrorism, with its leading al-Qaeda ideological organisation, has never
seen better circumstances. The "War on Terror" has fuelled terrorism and created
anxiety in Western societies, resulting in a heightened sense of global instability.
Therefore, as can be seen, al-Qaeda is not simply a devilish enterprise of mindless
killings but a political enterprise with no state and no army. As with any other
political group, it has political aims and strategies to achieve its goals. Additionally,
the "War on Terror" has greatly helped al-Qaeda achieve its goals by motivating
discussion, dissent, alienation, and radicalisation in multi-ethnic communities in
Western Europe. Western militaries act to legitimise terrorist ideologies and/or
activities in the eyes of some minorities in Western societies, and can lead to Western
self-criticism, demonstrations, pressure groups, and incidents such as the 7/7 London

bombings (carried out by British citizens).

The Global Community and War on Terrorism

Apart from the components that contributed to the emergence of new Islamist
terrorism, the main question now is whether the current confrontation of terrorist
activities has resulted in the eradication of, or at least a reduction in, the terrorism
threat to global security. Thus, are the current policies a continuation of previous ones
or has fundamental change occurred? With the events of September 11, a global
debate emerged over how terrorist threats should be treated, as a priority of global
peace and security. In fact, confronting Islamist terrorism has become a cornerstone
for the foreign policies of many national governments. It has become a source of
pressure when applied to so-called rebel spots, where certain groups reside and regard
the existing order as a threat to their systems, and thus are unsympathetically
questioning the current international system. The war on terrorism has already gained
legitimacy and justification among the global community. Today, nation states
consider war on terrorism to be their obligation to help the movement for security.

Consequently, as the representative of global well-being and as the major victim and
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target of new terrorism, the US has come to dominate the scene with the new rhetoric

of eradicating terrorism deeds by prioritising democratisation processes.

From the perspective of the US administration, future 9/11 type scenarios can only be
avoided through liberalisation and democratisation of Middle Eastern states. This
was a major rationale used by the US Government to mobilise public support for
carrying out wars in Afghanistan and Iragq. The justification for starting a war on
terrorism was based on eradicating al-Qaeda terrorist activities in Afghanistan, and
the subsequent war in lraq was justified by the excuse of denying terrorist access to
weapons of mass destruction. From this point of view, removing the Taliban and
Saddam regimes, as the two sources of the new active terrorism, constituted a great
effort by the US to establish stability and security in the Middle East in particular,
and the world in general.

Irrespective of the objective behind on-going discussions of the US administration on
the necessity to democratise the Middle East, Windsor (2003: 43-58) argues whether
this type of democratisation would effectively work in the region. The main questions
she poses are: what will the global community gain by conducting long occupation
wars; how far will the international system's proposal of dealing with new Islamist
terrorism lead to effective results; whether the world has become a safer place and is
ready for any democratisation process; and whether the operational and organisational
forces of terrorists have already declined. Keyhan Barzegar (2005: 114) notes that as a
result of the policies of the global system, the concepts of stabilisation and
democratisation, which are essential to any political and economic transformation and
thus to the eradication of terrorism, have diverged in the region to the extent that

accommodating them in one context is largely inconceivable.

* Democratisation in the Middle East, as the only solution for security and peace in the region, is
expressed in the US Greater Middle East Plan. For information see, Wright, R. and Kessler, G.
(2004). Bush aims for Greater Mideast plan. The Washington Post, 9 February.
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New Islamist terrorism, as Lesch (2002: 82-91) argues, operates through persuading
the thoughts and hearts of its believers and utilising life as a weapon. It also discusses
mistreatment of the Muslim region by the global community. In this context, it is
viewed that the foreign presence in the Middle East region, and conducting the current
types of wars against terrorist activities, has counterproductive results. Thus, it is not
considered easy to use military solutions for political and cultural problems. The
current problems in the Middle East require identifying and then solving regional
difficulties. In order for the international community to remain safe, the Middle East
must become stable and politically, economically, and socially secure.

This is a huge undertaking with at least two very complicated components for global
governance. First, committing to remove existing political systems in the region; this
may destabilise the closed power circuits in regional states and inevitably lead to
more radicalism, and ultimately terrorist activities. The result is again instability and
the undermining of democratisation. Another good component is that governments
will adopt the reformative option, but the question here is: how much reform can
Middle East governments accept and apply? Second, the Palestinian crisis should be
resolved as this appears to be the most powerful fuel for new Islamist terrorism.

The consequences of conducting wars on new Islamist terrorism are threefold, these
are: insecurity is extended across the world; religious-ethnic disintegration is
increased; and the dissatisfaction in the region's countries is increased. Assuming the
existence of insecurity and chaos will furnish the best conditions for terrorist
operations, US strategies have intensified insecurity in the region. War was followed
by a heavy military presence in Iraq and not only resulted in an unsafe Iraqg, but
increased instability and violence in the region. The underlying fact is that the first
current priority of Middle Eastern people is security, not political reform. In other
words, citizens in the region are now concerned about their needs, through security,
their future and better economic conditions, rather than the increasing rhetoric about
promoting freedom and democratisation. As a result of the self-contradictory conduct
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of the international system, no other region in the world is more averse to the concepts

of democracy and the globalisation process than the Middle East.

Today, Arab nations of the region are wary of the current US policies. As history
shows, Arab Muslims have always resisted foreign hegemony, particularly those of
non-Muslims. Surely, the more extensive existence of the US and the West in the
Middle East will bring more violence and resentment in Arab public opinion. As a

result, no place in the world will be safe for Western citizens.

Increasing Religious-Ethnic Disintegration

The war on terrorism has surely escalated religious, ethnic, and identity related
fragmentation at regional, national and global levels. At the global level, while
terrorist threats stretch from the Middle East and the Arab world, the division between
Islam and Christianity is widening and becoming more complicated. As the West is
the place of many religious Muslim minorities, these given unsympathetic situations

will breed more anxiety and tension between the two worlds.

In this context, Muslims currently feel insecure and insulted in the West. Engulfing
the two worlds, Islamic terrorism is increasingly searching for more divergence
between Muslims and the West. At the regional and national levels, the almost three-
year war on terrorism has neither made the region safe nor led to agreement. On the
contrary, waging wars in multi-ethnic countries such as Afghanistan and lIraq has
intensified ethnic and religious fragmentation and, hence, provided breeding grounds

for terrorist activism.

Escalating Regional Discontent

As the US enhanced its new and direct existence in the Middle East, regional regimes

have started to obstruct the policies set out by the international community. As an

32



immediate result of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraqg, the current US administration
did not hide its objective to change the regimes in Iran and Syria. The behaviour of
the US in dealing with these two strong opponents has contributed in considering
these countries as threats, rather than strategic opportunities in the war against
terrorism. As an obvious reality, the most significant principle for Middle Eastern
political systems is protecting their existence. As for other Arab allies, the situation

has become increasingly critical, and unlike the past.

The current US strategy declares that there is no place for authoritarian corrupt
political systems and no place for any kind of blackout. This leads to the divergence
between stability and democratisation which comprehensively demonstrates itself
here. Ironically, in the current Middle East any effort toward political reform equals
insecurity, and insecurity equals increased terrorist activism (such as in the case of
Iraq). The paradox here is that democratisation of the region requires stability and
security to be the first priorities. As the Iraqi 