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Methodological aids to achieve this in design are also straightforward, and are
set out elsewhere (Hillier, 1988). To make sure that a new urban development
works in terms of natural movement, one must first analyse the spatial and functional
logic of the surrounding area by carrying out a computer analysis and observational
study. Then, on the basis of the pattern revealed, candidate design proposals may
be inserted into the computer model to analyse how they will create a pattern of
integration within the development site, and how this will relate to that of the
existing area. On this basis, reasonable predictions may be made of how the design
will affect natural movement within and around the site.

In 2 sense, one might say that by emphasising natural movement, space syntax
offers a normative idea of what constitutes good design and a successful outcome.
However, experience suggests that there are many different ways to design a ghetto,
but very few ways of designing an integrated system. Space syntax need only be
invoked for the more difficult task. In this, however, it often offers no more than a
powerful aid to the designer’s intuition and intentions. It does not tell designers
what to do. It helps them to understand what they are doing.
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