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at Koro, and Bagamoyo. Other
countrieiwv;re Burkina Faso, Ghana,
Gabon, Kenya, Malawi and Mozam-

" bique. According to the report, the
analysis was performed on data from
the first 6,000 children aged ﬁye tol7
months, over a 12-month period fol-
lowing vaccination, out of the total of
15460 infants and children enrolled
in the pilot study. ;

Regarding safety, the presentations
madebyDr SahmAbduIla, the princi-
pal investigator of the trial for Baga-
moyo site and Dr Samwel Gesase of
Korogwe pointed out that the overall
incidence of Serious Adverse Events
(SAEs) comparable ‘t_aetween the
RTS,S/ASO1 vaccine which was 18 per
cent and those receiving a control
vaccine was 20 per cent, ¥ ]

An analysis of severe malaria epi-
sodes so far reported in all the chil-
dren enrolled in the study showed
35 per cent efficacy over a follow-up
period ranging between O and 22
months (average 11.5 monﬂms). )

The Director of Preventive services
in the ministry of Health and Social
‘Welfare, Dr Donan Mmbandq, said
the results were a milestone in the
fight against malaria in the country
as it celebrates 50th anniversay of
independence. :
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more than 20,000
lives in the country annually, most of
whom being expectant mothers and
children under the age of five, He said
60t080percentofdeathsoocun~edat
homebeforepatients reachedahealth
facility. He, however, expressed opti-
mism that the vaccine, coupled with
other malaria control interventions
such as treated mosquito nets would
reduce the number of deaths in the
country significantly.

“My ministry will include the vac-
cine in the national health system
if all safety and efficacy indications
prove positive as demonstrated in
this first result of phase three” he
said. According to NIMR, malaria
incidents occur in approximately 225

illion people worldwide each year
killing about 781,000 of them, mostly
those in Africa, ia remains the
major health threat in Africa,

The results show that the RTS,S
vaccine has consistently shown pro-
tection against Plasmodium falcipar-
um malaria in children and infants
since phase two trials,

The bigger advantage of the vac-
cine according to the report is that it

canbe administered safely with other
childhood vaccines without restric-
tions or complications.

From March 2009 through Janu-
ary 2011, the researchers randomly
assigned 15,460 children to one of the

original groups in a one-one-
one ratio and comparator vaccines;
rabies vaccine for children of 5 to

17 months of age was administered
at enrollment and minnij ococ-
cal serogroup for children of six to
12 months, Passive surveillance for

malaria was thereafter undertaken

from the time of administration of
the first dose of vaceine until the end
of the study whereas the participants
were encouraged to seek care at
health facilities within the study area
for any illness, E



