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INTERVENTION As malaria wreaks havoc in Africa, capacity buﬂdmg is hkely to become key, says envoy

Smarter mozzies, more malaria?

IHI studies into the behaviour of malaria
vectors are critical to national policy planning.
Healthcare research ultimately allows African
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This marked behavioural
change could necessitateastra-
tegic shift in the way this global -
pandemicisbeingfoughtacross ,
the world. Early last week THI | .
chief executive director Dr 1
' Salim Abdulla chronicled this
new adaptation during a pre- |
sentation to delegates that
included officials from the gov-
ernment of Equatorial Guinea.
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_ Capacity building is essential caldementsafﬂleﬁlobalmiawsmtegy African governments to make Patents willbe dealt withata  oped by GSK and MVI in part-
mﬂxehealﬂlm}'e sector, argued The of vector control is the reduction evidence-based decisions, the later stage, he said. Right now, nership with prominent Afri-
the Equatoguinean envoy, SO of malaria reducing the levels of  Guinean health minister said. he wants a focus on developing  can research centres including
he wants African countries  transmission. Vector wm vary § in He was however, worried strategic partnerships. THI and the National Institute
to learn to translate scientific  their , cost and sustainability ofm that Africa might “We may not own the pat- for Medical Research (NIMR).
knowledge into programmes The of vector control will on the magni- . notseeanypat- ent at the end of the day but Ifakara Health Inistitute’s Dr
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IHT has a head start on infor- application of the required when malaria aprice theycanafford,” saidthe torfor the trials. He extolled the
mation sharing, according to  interventions and the possibility of vaccines that are  IHI researcher. values of Tanzania and other
Dr Abdulla, who said that his the modified currently being He went on: “We have part-  African countries taking part in
organization has published its trialled across nered with companies whose clinical trials in talks with the
findings in a multitude of inter- The Wi Health o@m the continent innovations could benefit our Equatoguinean delegation.
national journals in an effort to ~ Fecommends a become people and in talks, patents are Participation, he argued, will
spread the word and shore up ~ 2PProach to con- com- not akey issue. We just want to  “ensure that the Malaria vac-
efforts to combat malaria. knowif our peoplecangetthese  cine is tailored to the needs of

During his trip to Tanzania, products affordably.” Africans. “Many products have
the Equatorial Guinean envoy Discussions into Africa’s been developed but are not rel-
led'a_ d.elegatmn of 12 tovisit THI stake in the lucrative medical evantto African needs,” said the
facilities in Bagamoyo, and was patents segment weretriggered IHI scientist. The Equatorial
impressed at how the institute by discourse on recent findings Guinean delegation included
has transformed itself from a on a GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) the secretary general of the
field laboratory into one of the malaria vaccine which were ministry of Health and Social
world’s leadmg research cen- published in the New England Welfare Mr Victor Sima and
tres on malaria and other dis- Journal of Medicine. the director of that country’s
eases. ) : The paper revealed that National Malaria Control Pro-

Mr Galilea believes his coun- between 31 and 37 per cent of gram Dr Gloria Nseng.




