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Scientists seek to shorten the time for treating TB from six to three months

HEALTH

Study seeks effective TB drug

The new study will test multiple potential
treatments to select the best regiment that

idly that will substantially
shorten treatment,” said the

BACKGROUND INFO: TB CASES WORLDWIDE

will be used in a trial before it's approved by Chief Investigator, Mr Martin

licensing authorities There are nearly 8 million new TB cases each year and more Boeree from Nijmegen Uni-
than a million deaths. Conventional market solutions to TB drug versity.

By The Citizen development are not expected to provide a solution. The PanACEA Mr Stephen Gillespie from

Correspondent consortium has been able to develop capacity of African centres to St Andrews University noted

tackle TB through building infrastructure and supporting the pro-

that this new development
fessional development of African and European scientists. There

Dares Salaam. Aninterna- has occurred because of the

tional study aimed at identify- are 11 collaborating centres in sub-Saharan Africa and a growing work of many collaborators in
ing new treatment regimens group of European collaborators. Africa and the work that the
that could shorten the length EE—E—————————  cODSOTtium has been doing to

of TB treatment from six to develop the capacity to test

three months has started in
Tanzania and South Africa.
The study, dubbed Multi-
arm-multi-stage -TB (MAMS-
TB) trial, uses a combination
of established drugs and novel
drugs and is funded by the
European Developing Coun-
try Clinical Trials Partnership

(EDCTP) through the Pan
African Consortium for the
Evaluation of Anti-tuberculo-
sis agents or PanACEA con-
sortium.

The MAMS design enables
regimens with unsatisfactory
outcomes to be dropped rap-
idly. It allows the research-

ers to test multiple potential
treatments quickly to select
thebest regiment tobe used in
a trial that would allow a new
treatment to be approved by
licensing authorities.

“The MAMS-TB trial is a
unique opportunity to devel-
op a novel TB treatment rap-

new regimens in an African
setting,

One of the Principle Inves-
tigators, Ms Lilian Tina Minja
from the Ifakara Health Insti-
tute (IHI) said that the con-
sortium is an excellent exam-
ple of effective bilateral col-
laboration.




