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1
COMBUSTOR ASSEMBLY FOR A TURBINE
ENGINE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to and is a continuation-
in-part of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/012,212 filed
Jan. 24, 2011, which is hereby incorporated herein by
reference in its entirety.

This invention was made with government support under
Contract No. NNC13TA45T awarded by the United States
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).
The government may have certain rights in the invention.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Technical Field

This disclosure relates generally to a turbine engine and,
more particularly, to a combustor for a turbine engine.

2. Background Information

A turbine engine may include an annular combustor. A
typical annular combustor includes a bulkhead connected
radially between an inner wall and an outer wall. The inner
and the outer walls extend axially from the bulkhead thereby
defining a combustion chamber radially therebetween. A
plurality of circumferentially disposed fuel injectors are
configured with the bulkhead. Each of these fuel injectors
injects fuel into the combustion chamber for mixing with
core air and combustion.

There is a need in the art for an improved turbine engine
combustor.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

According to an aspect of the invention, a combustor
assembly includes a first wall, a second wall, a bulkhead and
a plurality of fuel injectors. The bulkhead forms a combus-
tion chamber with the first and the second walls. The fuel
injectors are configured with the first wall in a fluctuating
pattern.

According to another aspect of the invention, another
combustor assembly includes a first wall, a second wall, a
bulkhead, a plurality of upstream fuel injectors and a plu-
rality of downstream fuel injectors. The bulkhead forms a
combustion chamber with the first and the second walls. The
upstream fuel injectors are configured with the bulkhead in
a first pattern. The downstream fuel injectors are configured
with the first wall in a second pattern, which is different than
the first pattern.

According to still another aspect of the invention, an
assembly is provided for a turbine engine. This turbine
engine assembly includes a combustor with a combustion
chamber extending circumferentially around and axially
along a centerline. The combustor includes a plurality of fuel
injectors disposed about the centerline. The fuel injectors are
adapted to unevenly injected fuel radially into the combus-
tion chamber.

The fuel injectors may be arranged circumferentially
about an axial centerline. The fluctuating pattern may be an
axially and/or circumferentially fluctuating pattern. For
example, the may be axial and/or circumferential fluctua-
tions in the pattern.

A first adjacent pair of the fuel injectors may be separated
by a first distance. A second adjacent pair of the fuel
injectors may be separated by a second distance that is
different than the first distance.
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At least some of the fuel injectors may be grouped into a
plurality of multi-fuel injector sets. Adjacent pairs of the
multi-fuel injector sets may each be separated by a first
distance. An adjacent pair of the fuel injectors in each of the
multi-fuel injector sets may be separated by a second
distance that is different than the first distance.

At least one of the fuel injectors may be arranged between
a first of the adjacent pairs of the multi-fuel injector sets.

The fuel injectors may be arranged circumferentially
about an axial centerline. A first of the fuel injectors may be
axially offset from a second of the fuel injectors.

A plurality of second fuel injectors may be included and
configured with the bulkhead. One of the fuel injectors may
be circumferentially aligned with one of the second fuel
injectors.

A plurality of second fuel injectors may be included and
configured with the bulkhead. One of the fuel injectors may
be circumferentially positioned between an adjacent pair of
the second fuel injectors. Another one of the fuel injectors
may be circumferentially aligned with one of the second fuel
injectors.

One of the fuel injectors may be adapted to inject fuel into
the combustion chamber at a first rate. Another one of the
fuel injectors may be adapted to inject fuel into the com-
bustion chamber at a second rate that is different than the
first rate.

The first pattern may be a circumferential first pattern.
The second pattern may be a circumferential second pattern
that is different than the circumferential first pattern.

A quantity of the downstream fuel injectors may be
greater than, less than or substantially equal to a quantity of
the upstream fuel injectors.

One of the downstream fuel injectors may be circumfer-
entially aligned with one of the upstream fuel injectors.

One of the downstream fuel injectors may be circumfer-
entially positioned between an adjacent pair of the upstream
fuel injectors.

One of the fuel injectors may be adapted to inject fuel into
the combustion chamber at a first rate. Another one of the
fuel injectors may be adapted to inject fuel into the com-
bustion chamber at a second rate that is different than the
first rate.

The fuel injectors may be arranged in a fluctuating
pattern.

The foregoing features and the operation of the invention
will become more apparent in light of the following descrip-
tion and the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a side cutaway illustration of a geared turbine
engine.

FIG. 2 partial side sectional illustration of a combustor
assembly.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional illustration of a portion of a
combustor assembly.

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional illustration of the combustor
assembly portion of FIG. 3 during engine operation.

FIG. 5 is a perspective cross-sectional illustration of a
portion of another combustor assembly.

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional illustration of the combustor
assembly portion of FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 is a side illustration of a portion of another
combustor assembly.
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FIGS. 8-11 are respective cross-sectional illustrations of
portions of still other combustor assemblies.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

FIG. 1 is a side cutaway illustration of a geared turbine
engine 20. This turbine engine 20 extends along an axial
centerline 22 between an upstream airflow inlet 24 and a
downstream airflow exhaust 26. The turbine engine 20
includes a fan section 28, a compressor section 29, a
combustor section 30 and a turbine section 31. The com-
pressor section 29 includes a low pressure compressor
(LPC) section 29A and a high pressure compressor (HPC)
section 29B. The turbine section 31 includes a high pressure
turbine (HPT) section 31 A and a low pressure turbine (LPT)
section 31B.

The engine sections 28-31 are arranged sequentially along
the centerline 22 within an engine housing 32. This housing
32 includes an inner case 34 (e.g., a core case) and an outer
case 36 (e.g., a fan case). The inner case 34 houses the
engine sections 29-31; e.g., an engine core. The outer case
36 houses the fan section 28 and axially overlaps a forward
portion of the inner case 34.

Each of the engine sections 28, 29A, 29B, 31A and 31B
includes a respective rotor 38-42. Each of these rotors 38-42
includes a plurality of rotor blades arranged circumferen-
tially around and connected to one or more respective rotor
disks. The rotor blades, for example, may be formed integral
with or mechanically fastened, welded, brazed, adhered
and/or otherwise attached to the respective rotor disk(s).

The fan rotor 38 is connected to a gear train 44, for
example, through a fan shaft 46. The gear train 44 and the
LPC rotor 39 are connected to and driven by the LPT rotor
42 through a low speed shaft 47. The HPC rotor 40 is
connected to and driven by the HPT rotor 41 through a high
speed shaft 48. The shafts 46-48 are rotatably supported by
a plurality of bearings 50; e.g., rolling element and/or thrust
bearings. Each of these bearings 50 is connected to the
engine housing 32 by at least one stationary structure such
as, for example, an annular support strut.

During operation, air enters the turbine engine 20 through
the airflow inlet 24, and is directed through the fan section
28 and into a core gas path 52 and a bypass gas path 54. The
air within the core gas path 52 may be referred to as “core
air”. The air within the bypass gas path 54 may be referred
to as “bypass air”. The core air is directed through the engine
sections 29-31, and exits the turbine engine 20 through the
airflow exhaust 26 to provide forward engine thrust. Within
the combustor section 30, fuel is injected into a combustion
chamber 56 and mixed with the core air. This fuel-core air
mixture is ignited to power the turbine engine 20. The
bypass air is directed through the bypass gas path 54 and out
of the turbine engine 20 through a bypass nozzle 58 to
provide additional forward engine thrust. Alternatively, at
least some of the bypass air may be directed out of the
turbine engine 20 through a thrust reverser to provide
reverse engine thrust.

FIG. 2 illustrates a combustor assembly 60 for the turbine
engine 20. This combustor assembly 60 includes an annular
combustor 62 disposed within an annular plenum 64 of the
combustion section 30. This plenum 64 receives compressed
core air from the HPC section 29B, and provides the
received core air to the combustor 62 as described below in
further detail.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, the combustor 62 includes an
annular combustor bulkhead 66, a tubular combustor inner

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

wall 68 and a tubular combustor outer wall 70. The bulkhead
66 extends radially between and is connected to the inner
wall 68 and the outer wall 70 at (e.g., on, adjacent or
proximate) forward ends thereof. The inner wall 68 and the
outer wall 70 extend axially along the centerline 22 from the
bulkhead 66 towards the HPT section 31A, thereby forming
the combustion chamber 56.

The bulkhead 66, the inner wall 68 and/or the outer wall
70 may each be configured as a multi-walled structure; e.g.,
a hollow dual-walled structure. Referring to FIG. 2, for
example, the bulkhead 66 may include an annular shell 72
and an annular heat shield 74. The heat shield 74 defines a
forward end of the combustion chamber 56, and may include
one or more heat shield panels. The inner wall 68 may
include a tubular shell 76 and a tubular heat shield 78. The
heat shield 78 defines an inner side of the combustion
chamber 56, and may include one or more heat shield panels.
The outer wall 70 may include a tubular shell 80 and a
tubular heat shield 82. The heat shield 82 defines an outer
side of the combustion chamber 56, and may include one or
more heat shield panels. Alternatively, the bulkhead 66, the
inner wall 68 and/or the outer wall 70 may each be config-
ured as a single wall combustor liner.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, the combustor assembly 60
also includes a plurality of upstream fuel injector assemblies
84 and a plurality of downstream fuel injector assemblies 86.
Each of the upstream fuel injectors 84 may include an
upstream fuel injector 88 mated with an upstream swirler 90.
These fuel injectors 88 and swirlers 90 are positioned about
the centerline 22 and configured with the bulkhead 66.

Each of the downstream fuel injector assemblies 86 may
include a downstream fuel injector 92 mated with a down-
stream swirler 94. These fuel injectors 92 and swirlers 94 are
positioned about the centerline 22 and configured with the
outer wall 70. Referring to FIG. 2, the fuel injectors 92 and
swirlers 94 may be located an axial distance from the
bulkhead 66 and the upstream fuel injectors 88. This axial
distance may be equal to between approximately twenty
percent (~20%) and approximately seventy percent (~70%)
of an axial length of the wall 70. The present disclosure, of
course, is not limited to the foregoing exemplary values.
Furthermore, in alternative embodiments, one or more of the
downstream fuel injector assemblies 86 and, thus, fuel
injectors 92 may also or alternatively be configured with the
inner wall 68 in a similar manner as described herein with
reference to the outer wall 70.

During operation, the upstream fuel injectors 88 inject
fuel axially (e.g., along a substantial axial trajectory) into the
combustion chamber 56. This injected fuel may account for
between approximately twenty five percent (~25%) and
approximately one hundred percent (~100%) of the fuel
delivered to the combustor 62 depending upon the specific
operating mode and/or conditions. The downstream fuel
injectors 92 inject fuel radially (e.g., along a substantial
radial trajectory) into the combustion chamber 56. This
injected fuel may account for up to approximately seventy
five percent (~75%) of the fuel delivered to the combustor
62 depending upon the specific operating mode and/or
conditions. Note, the downstream fuel injectors 92 may not
be operational (i.e., inject fuel) during all modes of turbine
engine operation. The present disclosure, of course, is not
limited to the foregoing exemplary values.

The swirlers 90 direct core air from the plenum 64 into the
combustion chamber 56 in a manner that facilitates mixing
the core air with the fuel injected from the upstream fuel
injectors 88. The swirlers 94 direct core air from the plenum
64 into the combustion chamber 56 in a manner that facili-
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tates mixing the core air with the fuel injected from the
downstream fuel injectors 92. One or more igniters (not
shown) and/or other ignition sources (e.g., pilot flames)
ignite the fuel-core air mixture. Quench apertures 96 and 98
(see FIG. 2) in the combustor walls 68 and 70 direct
additional core air into the combustion chamber 56 to
quench (e.g., stoichiometrically lean) the ignited fuel-core
air mixture. Still additional core air may be directed into the
combustion chamber 56 through cooling apertures (not
shown) in the combustor walls 68 and 70 for (e.g., film)
cooling the walls 68 and 70; e.g., the heat shields 78 and 82.

The swirlers 90 may deliver between approximately
twenty percent (~20%) and approximately eighty percent
(~80%) of the core air to the combustor 62. The swirlers 94
may deliver between approximately twenty percent (~20%)
and approximately eighty percent (~80%) of the core air to
the combustor 62. The quench apertures 96 and 98 may
deliver up to approximately fifteen percent (~15%) of the
core air to the combustor 62. However, in some embodi-
ments, the quench apertures 96 and 98 may be omitted. The
liner cooling apertures (not shown) in the inner and/or the
outer walls 68 and 70 may deliver up to approximately thirty
percent (~30%) of the core air to the combustor 62. The
present disclosure, of course, is not limited to the foregoing
exemplary values.

In the combustor assembly 60 embodiment of FIG. 3, the
upstream fuel injectors 88 and the downstream fuel injectors
92 are arranged in similar equi-spaced patterns. Further-
more, each of the downstream fuel injectors 92 is circum-
ferentially aligned with a respective one of the upstream fuel
injectors 88. With this configuration, thermoacoustic insta-
bilities may arise within the combustion chamber 56 under
certain conditions when acoustic modes couple with
unsteady heat released due to combustion in a positive
feedback loop. These instabilities may lead to relatively
large pressure oscillations inside of the combustion chamber
56, thereby affecting combustor 62 stable operation and
potentially causing structural damage to the combustor 62
components. Examples of such thermoacoustic instabilities
include, but are not limited to, “screech” instabilities and
“howl” instabilities. Additional details regarding thermoa-
coustic instabilities are disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 8,037,688
to Hagen et al., which is hereby incorporated herein by
reference in its entirety.

Thermoacoustic instabilities may be reduced or elimi-
nated, however, by tailoring how fuel is injected into the
combustion chamber 56 by the downstream fuel injectors
92. For example, referring to FIG. 4, a first set of the fuel
injectors 92A may be adapted to inject the fuel into the
combustion chamber 56 at a first rate. A second set of the
fuel injectors 92B may be adapted to inject the fuel into the
combustion chamber 56 at a second rate different than the
first rate, where one of the fuel injectors 92B is circumfer-
entially between each adjacent pair of the fuel injectors 92A.

With the foregoing configuration, the downstream fuel
injectors 92 (e.g., 92A and 92B) inject the fuel unevenly into
the combustion chamber 56. This uneven injection of fuel in
turn may create a plurality of different (e.g., circumferen-
tially fluctuating) flame zones 100 within the combustion
chamber 56. For example, the fuel injectors 92A may be
associated with relatively strong (e.g., high temperature)
flame zones 100A due to their relatively high fuel injection
rate. The fuel injectors 92B may be associated with rela-
tively weak (e.g., low temperature) flame zones 100B due to
their relatively low fuel injection rate. These different flame
zones 100A-B may have different thermoacoustic properties
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and thereby act to dissipate, or at least not contribute to,
propagation of the thermoacoustic instabilities within the
combustion chamber 56.

Referring now to FIGS. 5 and 6, the downstream fuel
injectors 92 may also or alternatively be arranged in a unique
and/or fluctuating pattern that facilitates providing the dif-
ferent flame zones within the combustion chamber 56. The
term “fluctuating” may describe a pattern in which relative
inter-object (axial, circumferential and/or radial) displace-
ments are non-uniform. For example, inter-object circum-
ferential displacements may be different between different
adjacent pairs of the objects. In addition or alternatively,
adjacent objects may be axially displaced from one another.
It is also worth noting the relative inter-object displacement
may repeat (e.g., the pattern may oscillate), or each relative
inter-object displacement may be unique.

Referring again to FIG. 6, the upstream fuel injectors 88
may be arranged in a first pattern where the fuel injectors are
equi-spaced about the centerline 22 and axially aligned with
one another. More particularly, each adjacent pair of the
upstream fuel injectors 88 may be separated by a substan-
tially equal circumferential distance 102.

The downstream fuel injectors 92 of FIG. 6, in contrast,
may be arranged in a second (e.g., fluctuating) pattern that
is different than the first pattern. The downstream fuel
injectors 92, for example, may be grouped into a plurality of
multi-fuel injector sets 104; i.e., sets of at least two fuel
injectors 92. Adjacent pairs of the multi-fuel injector sets
104 may each be separated by a circumferential first distance
106. Each adjacent pair of the fuel injectors 92 in each set
104 may be separated by a circumferential second distance
108 that is different (e.g., less) than the first distance 106. In
addition, the quantity of the upstream fuel injectors 88 may
be greater than the quantity of the downstream fuel injectors
92. In this manner, each of the downstream fuel injectors 92
may be associated (e.g., substantially circumferentially
aligned) with a respective one of the upstream fuel injectors
88. One or more of the upstream fuel injectors 88, however,
may also be associated (e.g., circumferentially aligned) with
a respective gap between adjacent multi-fuel injector sets
104. Thus, relatively strong flame zones may be provided
radially adjacent the fuel injectors 92 while relatively weak
flame zones may be provided circumferentially between
adjacent multi-fuel injector sets 104.

The first and the second patterns are described above and
illustrated is FIG. 6 as having different relative circumfer-
ential inter-injector spacing schemes. However, referring
now to FIG. 7, the first and the second patterns may also or
alternatively be “axially” different. For example, a first of
the fuel injectors 92 in each set may be located at an axial
position A along the centerline 22 while a second of the fuel
injectors 92 in each set may be located at another axial
position B along the centerline 22; e.g., the fuel injectors 92
are axially offset from one another by an axial distance 110.
This type of axial spacing scheme may also or alternatively
be utilized to change flame zone intensities and/or positions
within the combustion chamber 56 and thereby reduce or
eliminate thermoacoustic instabilities. Alternatively, of
course, the downstream fuel injectors 92 may be axially
aligned with one another.

The downstream fuel injectors 92 may be arranged in
various circumferential and/or axial patterns other than those
described above. For example, referring to FIG. 8, each
downstream fuel injector 92 may associated with a respec-
tive gap between adjacent upstream fuel injectors 88. More
particularly, each downstream fuel injector 92 may be cir-
cumferentially positioned between a respective adjacent pair
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of the upstream fuel injectors 88. Referring to FIG. 9, each
multi-fuel injector set 104 may be associated (e.g., circum-
ferentially aligned) with a respective one of the upstream
fuel injectors 88. However, at least one downstream fuel
injector 92C may be circumferentially positioned between
adjacent multi-fuel injector sets 104, and circumferentially
aligned with a respective one of the upstream fuel injectors
88C. In addition, a circumferential distance 112 between
each fuel injector 92C and an adjacent one of the fuel
injectors 92 in a respective set 104 may be different (e.g.,
greater) than the circumferential second distance 108. Refer-
ring to FIGS. 10 and 11, the downstream fuel injectors 92
may be equi-spaced about the centerline 22. In contrast to
FIG. 4, however, the downstream fuel injectors 92 are
aligned with only some (e.g., ever-other one) of the
upstream fuel injectors 88 (see FIG. 10), or alternatively
only some (e.g., ever-other one) the inter-injector 88 gaps
(see FIG. 11). The present disclosure therefore is not limited
to the downstream fuel injector arrangements disclosed
herein.

In some embodiments, one or more of the downstream
fuel injectors 92 may be configured with the combustor 62
without a swirler (e.g., the swirler 94). Thus, these fuel
injector(s) 92 may inject fuel into the combustion chamber
56 without provision of additional core air from the plenum
64.

In some embodiments, the combustor assembly 60 may
include one or more additional downstream fuel injectors
and/or fuel injector assemblies. These additional fuel injec-
tors and/or assemblies may be located axially between the
fuel injectors 88 and 92 and/or downstream of the fuel
injectors 92.

The distances between objects (e.g., injectors, injector
assemblies, injector sets, etc.) are described above and
illustrated in the drawings as measuring gaps between the
respective objects. However, in alternate embodiments, one
or more of the distances may alternatively be measured
between centroids of the objects.

The terms “upstream”, “downstream”, “inner” and
“outer” are used to orientate the components of the com-
bustor assembly 60 described above relative to the turbine
engine 20 and its centerline 22. A person of skill in the art
will recognize, however, one or more of these components
may be utilized in other orientations than those described
above. The present invention therefore is not limited to any
particular combustor assembly spatial orientations.

The combustor assembly 60 may be included in various
turbine engines other than the one described above. The
combustor assembly 60, for example, may be included in a
geared turbine engine where a gear train connects one or
more shafts to one or more rotors in a fan section, a
compressor section and/or any other engine section. Alter-
natively, the combustor assembly 60 may be included in a
turbine engine configured without a gear train. The com-
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bustor assembly 60 may be included in a geared or non-
geared turbine engine configured with a single spool, with
two spools (e.g., see FIG. 1), or with more than two spools.
The turbine engine may be configured as a turbofan engine,
a turbojet engine, a propfan engine, or any other type of
turbine engine. The present invention therefore is not limited
to any particular types or configurations of turbine engines.

While various embodiments of the present invention have
been disclosed, it will be apparent to those of ordinary skill
in the art that many more embodiments and implementations
are possible within the scope of the invention. For example,
the present invention as described herein includes several
aspects and embodiments that include particular features.
Although these features may be described individually, it is
within the scope of the present invention that some or all of
these features may be combined with any one of the aspects
and remain within the scope of the invention. Accordingly,
the present invention is not to be restricted except in light of
the attached claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. An assembly for a turbine engine, the assembly com-
prising:

an annular combustor with a combustion chamber extend-

ing circumferentially around and axially along a cen-
terline;

the annular combustor including a plurality of first fuel

injectors and a plurality of second fuel injectors dis-
posed about the centerline;

wherein the first fuel injectors are adapted to inject fuel

axially into the combustion chamber;

wherein the second fuel injectors are adapted to unevenly

inject fuel radially into the combustion chamber, a first
adjacent pair of the second fuel injectors are circum-
ferentially separated by a first distance, and a second
adjacent pair of the second fuel injectors are circum-
ferentially separated by a second distance that is dif-
ferent than the first distance; and

wherein each of the second fuel injectors is circumferen-

tially aligned with a respective one of the first fuel
injectors.
2. The assembly of claim 1, wherein
one of the second fuel injectors is adapted to inject fuel
into the combustion chamber at a first rate; and

another one of the second fuel injectors is adapted to
inject fuel into the combustion chamber at a second rate
that is different than the first rate.

3. The assembly of claim 1, wherein the first adjacent pair
of the second fuel injectors are axially separated by a third
distance.

4. The assembly of claim 1, wherein one of the first fuel
injectors is circumferentially aligned with a gap between the
second adjacent pair of the second fuel injectors.
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