
Equipped with a 
bullhorn, signs and 14 
toilet seats, around a dozen 
members from Spartans for 
Life and the community 
chanted in front of Clark 
Hall Tuesday afternoon 
to garner support against 
State Senate Bill 320.

If the proposed bill gets 
signed into law, it would 
require every California 
public university student 
health center to offer 
abortion by medication on 
and after Jan. 1, 2022.

Spartans for Life 

President Ricky Silva said 
the goal of the rally was to 
bring awareness to SB 320 
and convince San Jose State 
administration to oppose it.

“Our goal as Spartans 
for Life is to make 
abortion both illegal and 

unthinkable,” Silva said. 
“Our goal is to make it 
illegal legislatively, but also 
to provide many resources 
and information to what 
abortion really is and the 
alternatives to it.” 

Those rallying used a 

bullhorn and chants in an 
attempt to convince the 
campus community to 
support their cause. 

“My biggest concern 
with SB 320 is that this will, 
literally, line the pockets 
of a powerful lobby that 
makes billions of dollars 
off human demise every 
year,” Terrisa Bukovinac, 
executive director of Pro-
Life San Francisco, said.
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Terrisa Bukovinac, Executive Director of Pro-Life San Francisco protests SB 320 in front of Clark Hall Tuesday.

Students protest SB 320 which would provide RU-486 at public colleges

New private off-campus housing ‘Graduate Tower’ set to open in 2020

Workshop 
talks about 
equal pay
BY JASMINE STRACHAN
STAFF WRITER

San Jose State President 
Mary Papazian announced 
in an email to students, 
faculty and staff Tuesday 
that the university’s 
provost, Andrew “Andy” 
Feinstein, was appointed 
president at the University 
of Northern Colorado. 

“He will remain at SJSU 
through the end of the 
academic year,” Papazian 
wrote in the email.

Shortly after Papazian 
sent out the email, 
Feinstein sent a separate 
email to faculty and staff 
that stated he is “saddened 
to be leaving the university 
and community [he has] 
called home for the past 
five years.”

According to SJSU’s 
website, Feinstein serves 
as the provost and senior 
vice president of academic 
affairs. In other words, 
he is the university’s chief 
academic officer.

Feinstein came to SJSU 
in 2013 to serve as deputy 
provost and was appointed 
provost in April 2014.

For a period of time, he 
also served as interim dean of 
the College of International 
and Extended Studies.

CONSTRUCTION

A new privately-funded 
building called “The 
Graduate” is currently 
under construction at 
300 South 2nd Street, one 
block from San Jose State. 
The 19-story building 
will hold 260 units, 1,039 
beds and is projected to be 
completed in 2020.

This project is a 
joint-venture between 
Los Angeles-based 
AMCAL Equities, a 
residential developer, and 
SWENSON, a San Jose-
based investment and 
realty development firm.

The Swenson family has 

been a part of developing 
Northern California 
for four generations. 
They’ve contributed to the 

construction of San Jose and 
O’Connor hospitals and have 
a wide range of real estate 
services and resources.

AMCAL Equities 

has developed rental 
residential properties 
throughout California 
and Texas. 

“As an urban, landlocked 
campus, San Jose State 
University is unable to 
provide enough housing for 
all its students who want 

the experience to live on 
campus,” Stephen Clarke, 
AMCAL Senior Director of 
Market Rate and Student 
Housing, said. “The next 
best thing is purpose-built, 
student housing within 
walking distance to the 
campus, managed and 
programmed with academic 
and recreational activities 
similar to that found in 
on-campus housing.”

Clarke did not provide 
an actual amount as to 
how much it is going 
to cost to live there or 
how its price will affect 
the surrounding housing 
markets for students. JOE ROIAS | SPARTAN DAILY

Construction continues at the ‘Graduate Tower’ on 
Tuesday. The project should be completed in two years.
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The Gender Equity 
Center hosted a luncheon 
yesterday, on Equal Pay 
Day, to raise awareness 
about equal pay initiatives. 

During the luncheon, 
members of the San Jose 
Branch of the American 
Association of University 
Women (AAUW) gave 
a presentation on the 
pay inequities women 
experience in the 
workplace.

The AAUW is a non-
profit organization 
that works towards the 
advancement of women 
and girls through 
education, advocacy, 
philanthropy and 
research, according to 
their website.

Alyce Athanasioa, 
co-chair of the AAUW’s 
College University 
Relations committee, led 
the presentation and has 
been an AAUW member 
since 2002.

“I really wanted to keep 
up what was going on in 
politics with women’s 
issues,” Athanasioa said. 
“I wanted to keep myself 
alert and tuned into issues 
that were going on and 
to just be with a lot of 
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Our goal as Spartans for Life
 is to make abortion both 
illegal and unthinkable. 

Ricky Silva 
Spartans for Life President

Downtown businesses will feel 
the positive economic impact 

of new residents.
Steven Clarke

AMCAL Senior Director of
 Market Rate and Student Housing
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MORE VIDEOS 
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In his email, Feinstein 
talked about his time at SJSU.

“My fondest memories of 
San Jose State will always 
be my interactions with 
students,” he wrote. 

He continued, “I will miss 
having my Sparta salad at In 
the Mix, soup at New Tung 
Kee Noodle House and 
breakfast at Peanut’s, where 
I always knew I would run 
into someone from campus. 
Thank you very much for 
the opportunity to serve this 
wonderful institution.”

In a press release from 
UNC, Board of Trustees 
Chairman Board Dick 
Monfort said Feinstein 
was the clear choice to 
become the university’s 
next president because he 
resonated with the campus 
community.

“He understands 

faculty, staff and student 
issues. He understands 
the business issues, and 
he understands that those 
things don’t always go 
hand in hand,” Monfort 
said. “He’s open to change, 
and he knows how to do 
it collaboratively. He’s 
going to be great, and 

we’re all looking forward 
to working with him.” 

In her email, Papazian 
said she will update the 
campus community about 
the search for the next 
provost.

Various SJSU students 
engaged with the protesters to 
debate the topic of abortion. 
People with opposing views 
raised their voices at each 
other several times.

“Someone is going to lose 
in this argument,” industrial 
technology senior Kevin Reed 
said. “Is it the fetus/unborn 
child or is it the woman? 
Someone’s rights aren’t 
honored and I don’t believe 
that the fetus or unborn 
child should superimpose a 
woman’s rights.”

Sociology junior Marlysha 
Nicolaides, who watched the 
protest from afar, disagreed 
with most of the information 
the protesters said. 

“A big thing they’ve been 
pushing is student fees, like, ‘I 
don’t want to pay for people’s 
abortion,’” Nicolaides said. 
“But that’s actually not true. 

I think it’s actually in the bill 
that student fees can’t be used 
for this.”

The bill states, “Nothing 
in this chapter shall be 
interpreted as requiring 
public universities to 
support implementation 
of abortion by medication 
techniques with General 
Fund appropriations or 
student fees.”

Nicolaides is a member 
of the justCARE: Campus 
Action for Reproductive 
Equity campaign, which has 
advocated for SB 320 since 
the beginning. 

She said private donors 
have given $20 million to 
pay for the medication 
across public universities 
in California.

Medication abortion, 
popularly called the abortion 
pill, uses two different 
medicines to terminate a 
pregnancy. 

According to Planned 
Parenthood, a doctor or nurse 

at a clinic will give a woman 
mifepristone, also known as 
RU-486. The pill counters the 
production of progesterone, a 
hormone needed for a fetus 
to grow normally.

Patients then take 
misoprostol at home, six 
to 48 hours after taking 
the first pill. Misoprostol 
causes cramping and 
bleeding to shed the 
uterine lining.

A member of Spartans 
for Life told the crowd that 
the toilet seats represented 
the women who have died 
from complications from 
taking RU-486. 

According to Life News, 
a website dedicated to 
reporting news affecting 
the pro-life community, 14 
women died after taking the 
pill in the 12 years since it 
was first made available. The 
article was posted in 2012.

According to an article 
posted by NPR in 2005, 
researches from the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention reported that 
four women died within 
one week of taking RU-486. 

Although these women 
died from an unexpected 
bacterial infection of the 
blood, a researcher said the 

instance was “very, very rare.”
Medication abortion 

is only offered to women 
within their first 10 weeks 
of pregnancy, according 
to Planned Parenthood. If 
a woman wishes to have 
an abortion after that, she 
would have to visit a clinic.

Software engineer junior 
Riley Chetwood, who was 
reviewing for his physics 
midterm, found the protest 
very distracting.

“They’re right here in 
front of Clark Hall, one of 
them has a megaphone and 
she’s shouting right into the 
classrooms,” Chetwood said. 
“The people in there who 
are either on their side or 
undecided, the first thing 
they’re thinking is, ‘Man, 
they’re distracting me from 
something that’s really 
important.’ Finals are a month 
and a half away.”

women that are bright and 
exciting to be with.”

The Equal Pay Act was 
signed into law on June 10, 
1963 by President John F. 
Kennedy. The bill was part of 
the New Frontiers Program, 
which was dedicated to space 
exploration.

On April 10, 1996, the 
National Committee on Pay 
Equity established Equal 
Pay Day to represent the 
gap between women’s and 
men’s wages. 

In the United States, the 
current wage gap between 

men and women is 20 
percent. Women make 80 
cents to the dollar that men 
make, according to the Equal 
Pay information website.

Athanasioa discussed issues 
like “motherhood penalty” 
and the “fatherhood bonus.” 

These terms explain the 
pay decrease women often 
experience once they have 
children. The motherhood 
penalty could result in less 
hours at work or in years 
before, it could have meant 
termination. 

Men often receive pay 
increases, the fatherhood 
bonuses, because their 
expenses at home have gone 
up with the addition of a new 
child to their families. 

“I want both the women 
and the men to know that we 
are not finished getting equal 
rights for women, and that in 
this day and age we must fight 
for everything that we got and 
everything that we want to 
get,” Athanasioa said. “They 
need to be aware that the 
reason the younger women 
have a smaller gap in their 
wages is they’re coming out 
better educated to the issues.”

English senior Beverly 
Pace says that graduating 
college soon motivated her to 
attend the event. 

“I’m starting to look into 
my first professional, big-
girl job,” Pace said. “I have 
to be prepared. Information 
is only powerful if people 

know about it, and it seems 
reasonable and smart to arm 
myself with that knowledge.” 

Samantha Brechlin, 
SJSU’s Gender Equity Center 
education programmer, said 
a topic like this needs to be 
made aware to the public in 
some capacity. 

Brechlin and the Gender 
Equity Center often host 
“Lunch & Learn” workshops 
and wanted to collaborate 
with the AAUW to bring 
additional information to the 
SJSU campus. 

“Like, some of the 
gentlemen said in the 
workshop earlier, a lot of folks 
are not aware that the gap is 
still where it is,” Brechlin said.

“A lot of people think that 

it’s gone now or if it does exist, 
it’s very small,” Brechlin said.  

The AAUW also held 
another workshop yesterday 
at SJSU called “Start Smart.” 
The workshop taught women 
how to interview for their job, 
salary negotiations and what 
their rights are.

“It teaches them the kinds 
of things that are done to 
women in interviews and 
on their jobs that have not 
been fair and what they 
can do to overcome that,” 
Athanasioa said. “And so 
the more information we 
get out to women, the more 
improvement we are going 
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The 19-story building is under construction and set to be completed in 2020.

The Graduate Tower 
will include student-
oriented amenities such 
as a spa, bocce courts and 
a pool. 

Floors two through four 
will offer a multipurpose 
room, sauna, yoga 
studio, fitness center and 
multiple study rooms.

The parking structure 
underneath will hold 
265 cars. In an effort to 
encourage students to 
bike to class, a storage 
area for 575 bicycles is 
being constructed with 
a bicycle repair station 
included.

“Realistically it all 
comes down to how 
much people would pay, 
so I’m not sure if San 
Jose students would want 
to shell out a little bit 
more money for the new 
college lifestyle building,” 
kinesiology senior Paolo 
Paelmo said. 

The various amenities 
being constructed for the 
new dorm-like building 
are already concerning 
some students about the 
housing cost compared to 
on campus or residential 
housing.

“I think students are 
already really worried about 
the cost of tuition and living 
and I feel like any extra 
luxury wouldn’t be a priority 
for them,” animation and 
illustration junior Marina 
Eetvelde said.

An influx of college 
students living in the 

middle of downtown 
could bring an increase 
of revenue to bars, clubs 
and lounges throughout 
the downtown area. 

“The city encourages 
high density in the area 
to fulfill all of our dreams 
for a vibrant and self-
sustaining downtown,” 
Clarke said. “Downtown 
businesses will feel the 
positive economic impact 
of new residents.”

The price of rent per unit 
has yet to be determined, 
but prices could be 
similar to The Colonnade 
Apartments that are located 
a couple blocks away from 
The Graduate. 

The Colonnade’s 
currently have listings 
priced at $3,396 for a two 
bedroom two bath and 
$2,771 for two bedroom 
one bath.

Follow Joe on Twitter
@joe_roias

Follow Sarah on Twitter
@sarah_klieves

Follow William on Twitter
@TheDapperYap

Follow Jasmine on Twitter
@jaasssyjay

I’m not sure if 
San Jose students 

would want to 
shell out a little 
bit more money 

for the new 
college lifestyle 

building.
Paolo Paelmo 

kinesiology senior

Someone’s rights aren’t honored 
and I don’t believe that the fetus or 
unborn child should superimpose 

a woman’s rights.
Kevin Reed

industrial technology senior
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MAKEUP REVIEW

‘Comic Con’ has more than just comics 

People look through diff erent merchandise options available for sale at the Silicon Valley Comic Con on Saturday. 

Follow Mei on Twitter
@meiS0000

Follow Brianna on Twitter
@briiiiiiii

BY MEI SUZUKI
STAFF WRITER

BY BRIANNA SHEATS
STAFF WRITER

New highlight will have you 
feeling like a ‘Babe in Paradise’

ORDER
NOW

“Babe In Paradise”

Brand:
Morphe 

Product: 
Highlight palette

MSRP: 
$29.00
Rating: 

�����
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With makeup sales on 
the rise for quite some 
time now, YouTubers 
have been fl ourishing in 
collaborations and creating 
their own makeup brands.

Th e cosmetic company 
Morphe has been creating 
great makeup products at 
aff ordable prices. 

On March 13, 
Morphe came out with 
a collaboration with 
YouTuber and makeup 
artist Bretman Rock. 

Rock is 19 years old 
and is most famous for 
his hilarious makeup 
tutorials and reviews. He 
is from the Philippines 
but moved to Hawaii and 
has stayed there for quite 
some time. 

Th e collaboration is 
a high-impact highlight 
palette named “Babe In 
Paradise” and comes with 
six custom shades. Th e 
shades are named “BehBeh 
Gurl,”  “VayGaytion,” 
“Mahu,” “Get Lei’d,” 
“Cheehoo” and “Shady 
Bitch.” All these shade 
names represent Bretman 
and his personality.

Highlight is a makeup 
product used to defi ne 
the high ends of your face 
such as the cheekbones, 
chin, tip and bridge of the 
nose and forehead. 

It defi nitely puts a lively, 
blinding glow to your 
fi nished makeup look.  

Blinding is a term that 
many makeup lovers 
use when the highlight’s 
pigmentation is intense. 

“BehBeh Gurl” is a 

pearlescent pink for 
fair to light skin and 
“VayGaytion” is an iced 
champagne sheen for those 
who have a little bit of a 
pink undertone to their 
skin. Th ese are the two 
lightest shades.

“Mahu” is a gilded gold 
for a tan, yellow undertone 
and “Get Lei’d” is a peachy 
pink sheen for the darker 
pink undertones. Th ese 
two shades are the more 
medium shades. 

“Cheehoo” is a soft  
rose sheen and “Shady 
Bitch” is a golden-copper 
luster. Th ese shades are 
for darker undertones. 
What’s great about this 
palette is that it has the 
perfect color for every 
skin type, whether it’s 
super light to dark.  

The palette costs 
$29 and comes with a 
custom fan brush.

“I absolutely love the 
palette,” Bay Area aspiring 
makeup artist Alexandria 
Alcantara said. “I specifi cally 
got it because I am a fan of 
Bretman, but also because 
since we are the same skin 
tone I knew it would look 
great on my skin.”

When the highlights are 
swatched, the pigment of 
each one is consistent and 
beam in the light. When 
you apply it to the high 
ends of your cheek bones 
it gives the eff ect of lift ing 
and brightening your face. 

When the light hits the 
highlight you look and feel 
like a sun goddess.

“I have been using it 
every day since I have 
gotten it and it is amazing,” 
Alcantara said.

Th e fan brush was the 
only disappointment in the 
collection. It doesn’t blend 
the product well enough. 

When highlight is 
applied on your face, it is 
supposed to melt onto your 
natural skin. Th e brushes 
just leave a strip of product 
on your cheek.

“‘Th e Babe in Paradise’ 
palette is the only palette 
that defi nitely work for 
people of all color,” Morphe 
store employee Angelica 
Lazo said. “It is cultured and 
the glow of it is blinding.”

Th e “Babe In Paradise” 
palette has been my go-
to palette for putting on 
highlight. Owning several 
higher-end brands, this 
palette really sets the bar 
for them and are even 
better than some. For 
half the price, you will 
get amazing results and I 
believe that it should be a 
must have product in your 
makeup collection.

People formed long 
lines in front of the San 
Jose Convention Center 
in hopes of seeing their 
favorite comic characters 
at the Silicon Valley Comic 
Con, which ran Friday 
through Sunday. 

Th ere were families and 
groups of people wearing 
comic or movie costumes 
taking pictures right by 
the center. 

“Every con is 
different depending 
on what they are 
focusing on,” Dave 
Held, Wozniak Squad 
member and volunteer 
said. 

“Nice thing on 
this one is that they 
are actually focusing 
on science and 
technologies, not just 
comic books and comic 
movies. It’s a nice mix.”

The convention is 
organized by Steve 
Wozniak and his team 
of workers. It features 
top celebrities who are 
in comic book movies, 
authors of popular 
comics, freelance 
artists, a costume 
contest and video 
games. 

“Silicon Valley 
Comic Con is where 
entertainment and 
our electronic worlds 
intersect,” according 
to the Silicon Valley 
Comic Con website. 

This is San Jose’s 

third year holding 
Silicon Valley Comic 
Con, but it already has 
become a very big event 
not just for comic fans, 
but also general people 
who are not comic 
books experts.

“I think it was a lot less 
cosplaying in this one,” 
Los Angeles resident 
Josh Crawford said. “I 
think it’s because there 
are more celebrities 
in this one this year. 
Everyone just came to get 
celebrities’ autographs 
and pictures.” 

Over 40 celebrities 
came as con guests 
included Stan Lee, 
Mads Mikkelsen, 
Matthew Lewis and 
Krysten Ritter.

Crawford cosplayed 
as Daredevil from the 
Netflix’s Marvel show. 

He asked a professional 
team to custom make his 
costume, which took two 
months and cost $800. 

The Convention 
Center was filled with 
enthusiasm and cheers 
for the cosplayers. 

Some cosplayers were 
pranking other people 
at the event and getting 
into character.

There was a diverse 
crowd of all ages 
at the convention.  
Cosplayers, and 
casually dressed people 
walked from booth 
to booth picking up 
character merchandise 
such as swords, masks, 
t-shirts and artists’ 

drawings. 
At some booths, 

artists were giving 
their autographs and 
greeting fans. 

“It is fun to see other 
people in costumes 
because people put a lot 
of time and effort into 
their costumes,” Held 
said. “So it’s always cool 
to see what people do.” 

Every year, Comic 
Con has a theme for the 
event. This year, it was 
“what does it mean to 
be human?” 

“I think being 
a human is pain, 
experiencing pain,” 

San Jose resident Coby 
Hinton said. “It’s a cycle 
of pain, some brief 
periods of numbness 
and a little bit more 
of pain. But that’s 
good. That’s how you 
experience things.”  

According to 
DiscoverGeek.com, there 
have been over 200 Comic 
Cons in the United States 
since last year. 

Upcoming California  
Comic Cons are on May 19 
to 20 in Ontario (a city east 
of Los Angeles), July 19 to 

Don Rosa (left) gives his autograph and shares a 
conversation with Hugo Mathias (right), who traveled 
from France to attend this year’s Comic Con.

MEI SUZUKI | SPARTAN DAILY
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Should the United States have speed limits?

My driving, according 
to what I have heard from 
my parents over the years, 
would be described with 
the phrases, “Okay ‘Speed 
Racer,’ slow down” or 
“Hey lead foot, ease up 
a little, look how much 
you are going over the
speed limit.” 

Sometimes I like to 
drive fast, but is that such 
a bad thing? I do not
think so. 

Th e maximum 
speed limit on most 
California highways is 
65 mph, according to the 
California Department of 
Motor Vehicles. 

I just think that limit 
is too slow and speed 
limits are not needed on 
highways. 

Th e reason you drive 
is because it allows 
you to get to your 
destination faster than 
walking, biking or public
transit would.  

So when I am driving 
to school for example, 
my commute is generally 
a good 30 minutes, so I 
would just like to get there 
as fast as possible.  

I can confi dently boast 
that in my four-year 
history of being legally 
licensed to operate a 
motor vehicle in the 
state of California, I 
have never once been 
in any accidents (knock
on wood.)

In Germany, they 
already have this no 
speed limit into eff ect 

on it’s autobahn, which 
is the federal controlled-
access highway system
in Germany. 

About half of the 
13,000 km autobahn is 
regulated by speed limits, 
according to BBC but the 
rest of it is not and has a 
recommended limit of 
130 kph, which is about 
80 mph. 

According to World 
Life Expectancy, 
Germany has a lower road 
traffi  c accident rate than 
the United States, with 
the U.S. at a rate of 9.99 
percent and Germany
at 3.94 percent.

Now I am not saying 
that I am recklessly racing 
down the highways 
going 100 mph plus, I 
am carefully going a solid 
20 mph or so over the
legal limit.

I do know that people 
will mention the huge 
diff erence between the 
autobahn’s very well-
maintained roads and 
America’s plethora of 
poor road conditions play 
a big part in why it works 
for Germany and why it 
cannot work for the U.S.

I just think that since 
people have been legally 
licensed to operate a 
motor vehicle, they 
should be able to decide 
how they drive and how 
fast they drive. 

One of the most 
frustrating things for me 
while driving is when 
someone is going slow 

in the fast lane. When 
someone does this, people 
behind them have to 
slow down which backs 
people up and can cause
more accidents. 

Some might say that this 
very reason is why speed 
limits are needed, because 
if everyone just drives the 
speed limit, there wouldn’t
be accidents. 

But the thing about that 
argument, even though it 
is right in theory, is it is 
just unrealistic. 

People in general are 
impatient. Like I said 
before, we all just want 
to get whatever it is we 
are doing done in as little 
time as possible. 

According to PR 
Newswire, it was 
found that 96 percent 
of Americans are so 
impatient that they will 
knowingly consume hot 
food or beverages that 
will burn their mouths 
because they cannot wait 
for it to cool. 

It was also found that 
71 percent of Americans 
frequently exceed the 
speed limit to get to their 
destinations faster. 

So people are going 
to speed regardless of 
whether there is a limit
or not. 

Also, a study done by 
Traffi  c Operation and 
Safety Laboratory in 
Wisconsin found that 
freeway deaths increase 
with freeway speed limits.

It has been proven that 
not having speed limits 
has worked in other places, 
so it is time that we do the 
same here in the U.S.

 

William dela Cruz
STAFF WRITER

It’s time to get rid of them

Speed limits stop 
people from driving at 
120 mph on the road just 
for fun. Th ey also help 
enforce stricter laws that 
prevent people driving 
under the infl uence. 

Not having speed 
limits is a recipe for 
disaster. Blaming the 
speed limit for your being 
late to work or school is 
silly and irresponsible.    

Proponents of not 
having a speed limit 
on the freeway oft en 
cite the freeway system 
in Germany without 
providing the context 
for the need of the time.

Th e fi rst autobahn 
was constructed in 
September 1933 just 
days aft er the Nazis took 
over under Adolf Hitler. 
A 14-mile stretch was 
created to allow military 
weapons to travel 
between Frankfurt
and Darmstadt.

For fi ve years it was the 
go-to place for Grand Prix 
racing teams to attempt to 
break high-speed records, 
until Bernd Rosemeyer 
died in a fatal car accident 
in 1938. 

In many ways, I am 
in favor of not having a 
speed limit on the road, 
as long as we have the 
infrastructure for it. Th e 
reason why the autobahn 
is successful is that it’s 
made with multiple 
layers of concrete and 
is inspected regularly. 
If any fl aws are found 

then that stretch of the 
road is shut down and 
repaired immediately. 
Additionally, cars that 
can drive at extreme 
speeds are inspected 
regularly. Th ere are 
enough safeguards to 
make the roads as safe
as possible.

In California, it’s a 
daily occurrence to 
drive over potholes 
and large cracks on the 
road. According to the 
Reason Foundation’s 21st 
Annual Highway Report, 
California is home to 
one of the worst highway 
systems in the nation.

An 18-month 
study conducted by 
the Transportation 
Construction Coalition 
found that road 
problems, like potholes 
and iced-over stretches 
on the highway, caused 
more than 42,000 deaths 
per year.

Considering that 
Californians pay 
40 percent more in 
taxes and fees than 
the national average, 
according to the Los 
Angeles Times, we 
should be demanding 
better roads than what 
we’re driving on now. 

Part of this is because 
of how our economy 
incentivises short-term 
investment compared to 
building for a sustainable 
long-term future.

Because of this, I 
prefer to take the train 

whenever I can just 
because I am going 
to make it to my 
destination on time, 
rather than on the road 
trying to replace a tire. 

If you really want to 
take cars off  the road, 
the fi rst step isn’t to give 
people a free pass  to 
drive as fast as they want.

Th ere are better 
alternatives that get 
you to your destination 
without dealing with 
the hassle. It’s one of 
the many reasons why 
people in the United 
States have started to use 
the train more. 

According to Amtrak, 
31 million passengers 
used the service instead 
of using a car last year. 

It has been years since 
Caltrain and BART 
have been renovated 
to accommodate 
the new demand for 
transportation, and it’s 
starting to show. In 2017, 
there were eight railroad 
accidents, according to 
the Mercury News.

I would love to get 
in my car and drive to 
San Diego on Interstate 
5 at 120 mph because 
there’s literally nothing 
to look at on the way 
down, besides the road 
of course. It’s one of the 
few examples of road 
infrastructure that could 
be modifi ed to be an 
autobahn in California. 

Until there are better 
travel alternatives, 
enforcing a speed limit 
ensures we’re looking 
out for the safety of 
everyone on the road.

They’re a necessary evil

COUNTERPOINTS

Follow Alex on Twitter
@almartinet

Follow William on Twitter
@liamotsd

I hope to be married 
one day. I believe in 
marriage. I believe in 
the union it brings and 
the everlasting love and 
support you promise 
your partner when you 
say the words “I do.” I 
want that for myself. 

For many couples, the 
idea of timeless love can 
come with a time limit. 
And in a lot of cases,
it does. 

The National 
Opinion Research 
Center at the University 
of Chicago conducts 
surveys known as the 
General Social Survey 
(GSS). This survey 
gathers data of existing 
American trends in 
attitudes, behaviors and 
attributes to examine 
their functions in 
society and subgroups. 

I hate to reference 
stereotypes, but 
according to the data 
discovered by GSS, men 
are more likely than 
women to cheat.

The GSS surveyed 
adults who were 
married or are currently 

married. The survey 
found that 20 percent 
of men and 13 percent 
of women reported they 
had cheated on their 
spouse by having sex 
with someone other 
than their partner. The 
trend dates back to the 
1990s and it shows how 
men have always been 
more inclined than 
women to cheat. 

During this time, the 
rate peaked for men ages 
50 to 59 at 31 percent 
and for women ages 40 
to 49, the rate was 18 
percent. These numbers 
remained roughly the 
same during the 2000s. 

This is a cause of 
worry, especially for 

people who were born 
during these peaks. The 
existing possibility is 
that their parents may 
not have shared in a 
fulfilling marriage. But 
even more concerning, 
many millennials 
have not witnessed a
healthy marriage. 

This creates a 
domino effect of 
unhealthy marriage 
ideals and possibly
unhealthy marriages. 

There really is no 
guarantee infidelity 
won’t creep into your 
marriage. The GSS 
found that both men 
and women can be 
unfaithful so holding all 
men to the stereotype 
of “all men cheat” is 
inaccurate. 

That enduring love 
does fade or maybe 
people are obsessed 
with the idea of more. 
That can be more 
sex, more love or
more money. 

Maybe having more 
isn’t the issue. Maybe 
people crave someone 
different from the 
partner they’ve known 
for years. 

There are various 
reasons for the demise 
of marriages. Their 
needs might not have 
been met. It might not 
have been what they 
thought it would. These 

Alex Martinet
STAFF WRITER

broken marriages could 
have been toxic for 
one or both parties 
involved which caused 
the split. We may never 
truly know why. 

Infidelity seems to be 
unavoidable. It is almost 
as if we have accepted 
unfaithfulness as a 
common occurrence 
in marriages. I do not 
know where people 

lost their respect 
and integrity for 
being committed to
one person. 

I question if people 
have lost their morals. 
Perhaps, people 
never had them when 
they entered into
their marriages. 

I cannot speak to 
why people make 
the decision to cheat 

but it is my hope 
that we reclaim the 
significance and beauty 
of being in a committed  
relationship. I want 
people to find a 
honorable way to 
end things before 
allowing infidelity to
gain control. 

Jasmine Strachan
STAFF WRITER

Being committed in relationships has lost its value

Follow Jasmine on Twitter
@jaasssyjay

I question if 
people have 

lost their 
morals.
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CLASSIF IEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

SOLUTIONS 04/10/2018

ACROSS
1. Mobs
6. Operatic solo
10. Unwakable state
14. Underway
15. Rodents
16. By mouth
17. Mendicant
18. 1 1 1 1
19. Bites
20. Very loudly (music)
22. Alone
23. Baboon
24. French for “Queen”
26. Copious abundance
30. Satisfies
32. Jibe
33. Biologist or geol-

ogist
37. Trigonometry 

(abbrev.)
38. Honor
39. Hawkeye State
40. Not primary
42. Up to
43. Adolescents
44. Captivate
45. Descendant
47. Craze
48. Dwarf buffalo
49. Happening
56. Habit

57. Angers
58. French school
59. Corporate image
60. Sandwich shop
61. Sand bar
62. Box
63. Peddle
64. Lad

DOWN
1. Spike
2. Hairdo
3. French for “Black”
4. Satyr
5. Streaked
6. Got up
7. Hindu princess
8. Bit of gossip
9. Sundry
10. Comprising
11. Heavenly hunter
12. Official tree of 

Canada
13. Likewise 
21. Operative
25. Poetic dusk
26. Flying mammals
27. Monster
28. Relating to urine
29. Mediator
30. Cicatrices
31. Ethereal

33. An aquatic bird
34. Greek letter
35. Gulp
36. Story
38. Pharyngeal ton-

sils 
41. Prefix meaning 

“Modern”
42. Unclothe
44. Hearing organ
45. Meddle
46. Line dance
47. Flintlock musket
48. Hole-making tools
50. Algonquian Indian
51. Mobile phone
52. Reflected sound
53. Midday
54. Family group
55. Evasive

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 

3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively. JOKIN’
AROUND

How do you make a 
tissue dance? 

You put a little boogie in it! 
:-)

Place your Classified 
Ads Online at 

SpartanDaily.
CampusAve.com

PLACE
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Contact us at

408.924.3270
or email us at

SpartanDailyAdvertising
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Visit our office at

DBH 213
Office Hours:
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Studying religion 
in school is just as 
important as studying 
evolution or any other 
subject in order to 
understand human 
culture as much
as possible. 

At the university 
level, it is mandatory 
for students to take 
general education 
classes in order to 
get a well-rounded 
education and learn 
about something in 
which they may not 
generally be interested. 

According to the 
California State 
Board of Education, 
the California State 
University (CSU) 
system requires high 
school students to take 
four English classes, 
three math classes, two 
classes each of history 
and science, two years 
of foreign language 
and one art class in 
order to get accepted 
into their universities.

But there is no 
religion requirement. 

Th e fi rst written 
records of religious 
practice date back to 
Sumer, the southernmost 
region of ancient 
Mesopotamia, in 3500 
B.C., approximately 500 

years before Babylonians 
and Egyptians began 
using arithmetic. 

Recorded religion 
has been around for 
more than 5,500 years 
and studied for more 
than 2,500 years.

Not only has religion 
played a major role in 
our country’s history, 
but it has also been 
in the middle of
world history. 

How can the 
California State Board 
of Education state 
students are getting 
all the information 
they need to be 
contributing citizens 
when the board 
excludes a religious 
studies requirement?  

I’ll admit, religion 
was forced onto me 
from a young age. 

I was raised 
Jewish and went 
to religious school 
at my synagogue, 
each Sunday from 
kindergarten through 
10th grade. 

I had my bar mitzvah 
when I was 13 years old, 
but I consider myself 
culturally Jewish, 
meaning I celebrate the 
High Holidays, but I 
do not regularly keep 
up with most of the

Ben Stein
STAFF WRITER

Schools should enforce learning about religion

Follow Ben on Twitter
@thereelbstein 

Jewish customs. 
I also went to 

public school 
from kindergarten 
through high school, 
where school-
sponsored Bible 
reading was deemed 
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
by the 1963 U.S. 
Supreme Court case 
Abington School
District v. Schempp.

While I do think it is 
important for religion 
to be taught in school, 
I do not think it is 
necessary for anyone 
to hold any specific 

beliefs. I also do not 
think any one religion 
should be enforced. 

But it is important to 
know the information 
in order to have 
the most educated 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
possible of the world. 

In February 
2017, professional 
basketball player Kyrie 
Irving went on his 
teammates’ podcast 
“Road Trippin’ with 
R.J. and Channing,” 
where he explained 
his thoughts on the 
flat earth theory. 

“This is not even a 
conspiracy theory. The 
Earth is flat,” Irving 
said on the podcast. 
“There is no concrete 
information except for 
the information that 
they’re giving us.” 

One year later, 
Irving qualified 
himself during an 
interview with Tas 
Melas of NBA TV’s 
The Starters, “For me, 
it’s just giving everyone 
a chance to do their 
own research and find 
their own knowledge,”
Irving said. 

The earth is not 
flat, we have satellite 
images to prove the 
shape of our planet. 
However, Irving doing 
research is the kind of 
initiative people need 
to take. 

If you trust 
everything you’re told 
as law then you can 
be more susceptible 

to propaganda and 
distorted truths. 

A lot of world history 
derives from religious 
controversies. Many 
of the pilgrims that 
came to America 
from England on the 
Mayflower searched 
for religious freedom 
and many of the 
conflicts in the Middle 
East can be drawn 
back to Shiite and 
Sunni disagreements. 

Though your 
opinion on different 
religions does not 
matter to me, knowing 
the religions and their 
histories will help you 
understand global 
current events better 
and allow you to be 
better informed on 
more topics.

If you trust everything you’re 
told as law then you can be more 
susceptible to propaganda and 

distorted truths.

ILLUSTRATION BY MARCI SUELA | SPARTAN DAILY



more often and then 
I’ve kind of transitioned 
to this club so I am a 
paying member here at 
The Fencing Center,” 
Sean Naderzad, industrial 
design alumna and former 
fencing club member, 
said. “The fencing club 
still does practices here 
on Fridays and I’m 
usually free so I’ll come 
by and practice.”

Most of the fencers 
who are competing try 

to come to the center as 
much as they can on their 
designated days. 

Mondays and 
Wednesdays, the center 
has foil fencers show 
up, and Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, it has 
epee fencers.  

There are three types of 
weapons in fencing: foil, 
epee and sabre. 

A foil is the smallest 
weapon and is the one 
most people start with 

but many of the fencers 
in the club use epee. 

Each weapon comes 
with a different set 
of rules.

“I was able to excel 
pretty fast by fencing three 
times a week,” undeclared 
freshman Cole Pergerson 
said. “I was very devoted 
to practicing because if 
you don’t fence for a week 
you forget a lot. Every 
other day I was keeping 
the routine because it’s 

hard to start fencing and 
just learn the sport.”

The team is currently 
trying to become part of 
the Northern California 
Intercollegiate Fencing 
League and is hosting its 
first tournament at The 
Fencing Center on April 
21 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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NHL All-Star Game 
returns to San Jose

SJSU fencing club open to all students

Now that the regular season 
is officially over, it’s time for 
playoff hockey and the San 
Jose Sharks to look toward a 
major event returning to the 
Shark Tank in January.

After 22 years, the NHL 
All-Star weekend is set to 
return to the city of San Jose. 

“The primary reason why 
we pursued a bid is we had 
not hosted an All-Star game 
for 22 years and our fans ask 
me all the time when are we 
gonna get the All-Star Game 
again,” Co-president of Sharks 
Sports and Entertainment 
John Tortora said. “This was 
an opportunity to deliver an 
event for our fans, our very 
loyal Shark fans, to showcase 
their support of the Sharks 
and how much of a hockey 
community San Jose and the 
South Bay have become.”

Tortora said the Sharks 
placed a bid to host the 
weekend festivities in 2019, 
2020 or 2021. They were 
selected for 2019.

“Everyone is really 
excited,” Tortora said. “Doug 
[Wilson] has been kept in the 
loop throughout regarding 
our bid and our chances of 
getting the All-Star Game. 
So the entire organization 
from the coaching staff to 
the players to Doug Wilson 
to ownership and to our 
employees are very excited.”

The NHL announced 
on Monday the date of the 
game has been pushed up to 
Saturday Jan. 26, 2019, with 
the skills competition taking 

place Friday. Both events will 
take place at the SAP Center.

“Next year, in addition 
to All-Star weekend, it’s 
also going to be the 25th 
anniversary of the SAP 
Center,” Tortora said. “The 
arena opened in 1993, so 
during the course of the year 
we’re developing plans to 
celebrate the 25th anniversary 
as well as prepare for the All-
Star weekend. We haven’t 
finalized anything different 
we are going to be doing from 
an upgrade standpoint yet.”

John Poch, Executive 
Director of San Jose Sports 
Authority, said this is a 
tremendous event for the 
business around downtown 
as well as fans. 

According to its website, 
The San Jose Sports Authority 
is a non-profit organization 
whose mission is to increase 
San Jose’s economic 
development, visibility and 
civic pride through sports.

“Anytime you are bringing 

this type of event everyone is 
going to be happy,” Poch said.

The first time the All-Star 
Game was in San Jose was 
in 1997 when the arena was 
known as the San Jose Arena. 
Poch was in the building to 
witness Sharks captain Owen 
Nolan complete his hat trick 
by calling his shot.

“I was the luckiest guy in 
the building, I sat behind 
the goal when Owen Nolan 
pointed at Dominik Hasek 
and scored,” Poch said. “I 
was sitting next to an all-time 
great, Gordie Howe, watching 
our hometown captain score 
the game-winning goal. It 
was spectacular.”

Along with the All-
Star Game and the skills 
competition, Poch said there 
will be a fan zone at the San 
Jose Convention Center. It will 
be open to the public for free, 
giving fans the opportunity 
to interact with different 
activities and watch the NHL 
mascot’s annual game.

“I am really looking forward 
to the weekend,” psychology 
junior Rosita Saucedo said. “I 
have been a fan for a while 
and this will be a once-in-a-
lifetime experience.”

This marks the third 
marquee event the Sharks 
organization has participated 
in the last few years. 

The Stadium Series game 
at Levi’s Stadium against 
the Los Angeles Kings was 
in 2015 and the Stanley Cup 
Final against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins was in 2016.

BY JESSICA HOWELL
SPORTS EDITOR

It’s the safest martial art  on 
campus. The San Jose State 
Spartan fencing club is open 
to all students, regardless 
of experience.

The club was founded 
in 2014 by psychology 
senior Betsy Madrid 
and aerospace engineer 
alumnus Zaid Karajeh.

Madrid and Karajeh 
connected when they 
both realized there was 
no fencing club or team 
at SJSU, so they decided 
to start one. Its has slowly 
grown since then. 

Currently there are 12 
team members. This is 
also  the first year the club 
has coaches. 

It recently hired 
Christophe Pellissier and 
Chris Leclercq from The 
Fencing Center. 

The Fencing Center is 
a nonprofit club located 
in downtown San Jose 
dedicated to furthering 
the development of the art 
and sport of fencing at the 
local, regional, national 
and international levels.

The club members allow 
anyone who is interested in 
trying out to practice with 
them. Because of this, the 
number of people who show 
up to practices fluctuates. 

The team has practices 
on Friday afternoons in 
the gym on campus.

“This is just for any of 
the students to try out,” 
Madrid said. “We always 

welcome anyone who 
wants to try out fencing 
to do it. We don’t press 
them about anything, we 
just say, ‘Hey try it out. If 
you really like it, we’d love 
for you to keep coming.’”

The group used to hold 
its practices in the dance 
studio at the gym. 

But as the team gained 
recognition, more people 
wanted to try out and they 
needed a bigger space, 
so they were allowed to 
use the aerobics room 
to practice.

After two years in the 
club, the group reached 
out to The Fencing Center 
and became affiliated 
with them holding some 
off campus practices 
there as well. 

The team shows up to 
the center’s open fencing 
times late in the evening 
on weeknights. 

“I started coming here 
[The Fencing Center] 

This was an 
opportunity to 

deliver an event 
for our fans, our 
very loyal Shark 

fans, to showcase 
their support...

John Tortora
co-president of Sharks 

Sports and Enterntainment
 

“
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The San Jose State fencing club practices against each other with epee weapons at the Fencing Center.

BY DOMINOE IBARRA
STAFF WRITER

Follow Dominoe on Twitter
@dominoeibarra

CLUB SPORT

I was very devoted 
to practicing 

because if you 
don’t fence for a 

week you 
forget a lot.

Cole Pergerson
undeclared freshman 
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