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The conflict responses of the elder child related to the born of the younger child

—— The analysis of the influence of sex, age difference and temperature of elder sibling ——

A A

Reisa FUKASAWA, Kyoko IWATATE

NREEF57 8
Abstract

When the second child was born, an elder brother or sister behaves like the babies and completely depends on parents or
shows aggressive behavior to the younger children. These kinds of behavior are called “regression”and seem to be caused by
conflict between negative feeling like jealousy and positive emotion to the younger child. And it seems a defense mechanism
to get the secure attachment back with his/her mother.

We find the big individual difference of these conflict responses. The aim of this study is to clarify the influence of sex of
siblings, age difference and the temperature on conflict responses of the elder sibling by implementing the questionnaire to
146 mothers.

We found four factors of the conflict response by the factor analysis and named each factor 1) jealousy, 2) regression, 3)
ambivalence, 4) self-appeal. The ambivalence points of elder girls show significantly higher than that of elder boys. The
lower group of frustration-tolerance gets significantly higher points of self-appeal and the lower group of behavioral severity
gets significantly higher points of ambivalence.

These results show that sex and the temperature of elder siblings affect conflict responses, and verify our hypothesis.

Key words: siblings, regression, conflict responses, sex of siblings, temperature
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