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On a usage of Source in Japanese particle Ni

— An account based on Directionality —
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Tomoyuki OKA
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to account a usage of Source in Japanese particle Ni based on directionality.

Japanese postpositional particle Ni has many usages, such as 1) Place of existence (Locative marker), 2) Goal,
3) Recipient(Dative marker), 4) Source, 5) ‘Agent’ of Passive, 6) Cause, and so on. In the previous studies which try to give a
unified account of Ni, Kunihiro shows that a semantic primitive of Ni is an ‘object of adhesion’ , and Sugai who succeed to
Kunihiro’s view, propose that a basic schema of Ni is a ‘Goal’. I also admit one of a main usage of Ni is a Goal, but I think their
view has a problem. Because if a basic schema of Ni is a Goal, usage of Source, ‘Agent’ of Passive cannot be accounted
coherently. That is, a usage of Goal has an unidirection from NP+Ga(Nominative) to NP+Ni(Goal), but a usage of Source has a
contrary direction from NP+Ni to NP+Ga. To avoid this incoherence, I proposed that a basic schema of Vi is a directionality of
conceptualizer(speaker) to NP+Vi.

That is, in the usage of Source, for example, ‘Jiro-ga Taro-ni hon-wo mora-tta.’(Jiro received a book from Taro), conceptualizer

stands a view point of NP+Ga(beneficiariy), and directs his gratitude to NP+Ni(giver). In a usage of ‘Agent’ of Passive, for
example, ‘Taro-ga Hanako-ni tatak-are-ta.’(Taro was hit by Hanako.), conceptualizer stands a view point of NP+Ga(affected
person), and directs some feeling to NP+Ni(Agent). In another passive sentence, for example, ‘Fujisan-no chojo-wa yuki-ni oow-
are-teiru.’(Top of Mt.Fuji is covered with snow), NP+Ni is a place. I called this type of passive sentence Ni-passive for location.

In a usage of Cause, for example, ‘Hata-ga kaze-ni huk-are-teiru.’(lit.Frag is blown by the wind), NP+Ni is also interpreted as

place.

Key words: Japanese particle Ni, Source, directionality, place

International Student Exchange Center, Tokyo Gakugei University, 4-1-1 Nukuikita-machi, Koganei-shi, Tokyo 184-8501, Japan

BEE: ARoHME, BAFEOKDE [12] owbw s TZHEICOWT, BAEOBRA,»SIHIELS 2 L) &
T55DTHoH, —MORBHFELIL, ZHRLO [REBIKREICKE S b o7z ®, ZHLD [KREAIEFIZ7272

pirzl, BERO [HEOBECEZVTE] REDZOHETH L, L DETMRDLHIZ, =HBOAF—<

- 330 -



EERELTLE) &, THNHDORIHEPHIDP O ZoTLE ). AaTIE, IhzfafbEo =154
A BHEMTEE LCHB L7z LTI, BB S TGMEN, FLTIE, WeEE»S [BfEE] ~,
FHRTIE, BREDSERAORFAEE LTINO0=KEZFHM L7z, Zotiz, 253X Tid ELILoTH TS
FETEDLNTVL] OX) BRIARPMEITLEEIND, I LTEY G E LTRFRINDS [Hizd] L
VR AE L7 HRIZBWTE, [HEABEIZRANTWS] O L) ZERBRTIX, =HKAFAMN»EITE LT
SN AR = A DY/

F—7— RoAEE T2, ERL fRmrE B

- 331 -



