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The Study of Realistic Expression in Japanese Painting

— From the Point of View as an Artist —

Today in Japan, realistic paintings have become popular
with painter of younger generation. However, young Japanese
painters tend to use Spanish and other European techniques and
styles. These styles look too excessive and I feel uncomfortable
about it. In other words, they look too real for me to feel
real. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to identify the
original aspects of Japanese realism, moreover to clarify the
significance of realistic painting from the point of view as
artist.

As a concrete method of research, I compared the realistic
works of Japanese art and Western art and verified the
differences between them.

As a result, three differences revealed between Japanese
realism and Western realism which can be expressed in the
following dualities, — “part - whole”, “to draw - not to draw”
and “symbolization - idealization”-.

“Part- whole”: Western paintings have one point of view.
And Western paintings are drawn whole according to the
distance in perspective. Japanese paintings focus on the parts
rather than the whole.

“To draw-not to draw”: Western paintings have all parts
revealed. Japanese paintings have some parts hidden.

“Symbolization-idealization”: Western paintings are
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deformed closer to a model for more beautiful. Japanese
paintings are deformed closer to the image in our memory.

The characteristics of Japanese realism confirmed herein
have in common in something “missing”. Something
“missing” suggests a lot of things which are hiding, and let our
imagination expand. In other words, Japanese like feeling the
reality by imaging the missing part. To feel reality by imaging
the missing is the original aspect of Japanese realism and this is
source of reality for the Japanese. Therefore, the original aspect
of Japanese realism has a different direction from Japanese
contemporary realistic paintings that want to draw more than to
eye can see.

However, in a modern information society like ours,
we ordinary have both Japanese sensibilities and western
sensibilities. Therefore, fusing both Japanese sensibilities and
western sensibilities will be important to draw realistic painting

in modern Japan.

Key words

Painting, Realism, Japan, The Point of View as an Artist

*Division of Art Education
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