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ABSTRACT

A fan section for an engine has a fan which rotates about an
axis, the fan has an inlet for ingesting ambient air, and a
non-axisymmetric nozzle for providing the fan with non-
uniform back pressure.

8 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
NON-AXISYMMETRIC FIXED OR
VARIABLE FAN NOZZLE FOR BOUNDARY
LAYER INGESTION PROPULSION

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of provisional appli-
cation Ser. No 61/862,173, filed Aug. 5, 2013.

U.S. GOVERNMENT RIGHTS

The invention was made with U.S. Government support
under contract NNCO7CB95C awarded by the NASA. The
U.S. Government has certain rights in the invention.

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to a non-axisymmetric fixed
or variable fan nozzle for a fan section of a gas turbine
engine.

Conventional fan nozzles, corresponding to clean inflow
fans, are axi-symmetric—that is they are symmetric around
the fan rotation axis. For boundary layer ingestion propul-
sion systems, ingested boundary layer flow from an airframe
creates a velocity and total pressure distortion locally in the
region of the fan adjacent to the airframe. This distortion has
little distance in which to mix or otherwise re-distribute
within the inlet between the highlight and the fan face.
Further, this distortion presents challenges to fan perfor-
mance, acromechanics, and operability. It is desirable to
overcome these issues and reduce the adverse impacts of
boundary layer ingestion on the fan component of a gas
turbine system.

SUMMARY

In accordance with the present disclosure, there is pro-
vided a fan section for an engine which broadly comprises
a fan which rotates about an axis, which fan has an inlet for
ingesting ambient air, and a non-axisymmetric nozzle for
providing the fan with non-uniform back pressure.

In a further embodiment, the fan section may additionally
and/or alternatively employ the non-axisymmetric nozzle
having a first fan nozzle area which is more closed at a first
portion of said fan nozzle and a second fan nozzle area
which is more open at a second portion of said fan nozzle.

In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing embodi-
ments, the first portion may additionally and/or alternatively
be a top portion of said fan nozzle and the second portion
may additionally or alternatively be a bottom portion of said
fan nozzle.

In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing embodi-
ments, the first fan nozzle area may additionally and/or
alternatively be formed by at least one first flap and the
second fan nozzle area may be formed by at least one second
flap.

In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing embodi-
ments, each first flap may additionally and/or alternatively
have a camber from a leading edge to a trailing edge which
curves toward said axis.

In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing embodi-
ments, each first flap may additionally and/or alternatively
be fixed.

In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing embodi-
ments, each first flap may additionally and/or alternatively
be movable.
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In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing embodi-
ments, each second flap may additionally and/or alterna-
tively have a camber from a leading edge to a trailing edge
which curves away from said axis.

In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing embodi-
ments, each second flap may additionally and/or alterna-
tively be fixed.

In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing embodi-
ments, each second flap may additionally and/or alterna-
tively be movable.

In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing embodi-
ments, the at least one first flap may additionally and/or
alternatively comprise a plurality of circumferential flaps
and the at least one second flap may alternatively and/or
additionally comprise a plurality of circumferential flaps.

In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing embodi-
ments, the circumferential flaps forming the at least one first
flap and the at least one second flap may additionally and/or
alternatively be non-uniformly actuable to achieve the first
nozzle area and the second nozzle area, respectively.

In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing embodi-
ments, the fan section further may additionally and/or alter-
natively comprise the inlet being formed by a nacelle
surrounding at least a portion of the fan and a surface.

In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing embodi-
ments, each first flap may additionally and/or alternatively
be attached to a rear portion of the nacelle and each second
flap may additionally and/or alternatively be attached to a
rear portion of the surface.

In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing embodi-
ments, the first portion may additionally and/or alternatively
be a top portion of said fan nozzle and the second portion
may additionally and/or alternatively be a bottom portion of
said fan nozzle.

In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing embodi-
ments, the fan section may additionally and/or alternatively
be a part of an aircraft.

In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing embodi-
ments, the surface may additionally and/or alternatively be
adjacent to, or part of, a tail section of the aircraft.

Other details of the non-axisymmetric fixed or variable
fan nozzle for boundary layer ingestion propulsion are set
forth in the following detailed description and the accom-
panying drawings wherein like reference numerals depict
like elements.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an aircraft having a
propulsion system which includes a plurality of engines with
a plurality of fan sections; and

FIG. 2 is a sectional view of a fan section in accordance
with the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

It has been discovered that one means for enhancing the
re-distribution of pressure distortion caused by boundary
layer ingestion is to present the fan with a non-uniform back
pressure. This can be accomplished using a fixed or variable
non-axisymmetric fan nozzle downstream of the fan. By
using a fixed or variable non-axisymmetric fan nozzle, one
can increase fan nozzle area locally in the circumferential
location of the distortion. This has the effect of pulling more
flow through the fan, filling in and re-distributing the dis-
tortion and resulting in a more uniform flow at the fan face.
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The fixed or variable non-axisymmetric fan nozzle
described herein may be used with a wide variety of pro-
pulsion systems and gas turbine engines used with a wide
variety of aircraft. One such aircraft on which the fan nozzle
can be used is shown in FIG. 1. As shown therein, the
aircraft 10 has a fuselage 12 and wings 14. The aircraft has
a propulsion system formed by a plurality of engines 16.
Each of the engines 16 may be a gas turbine engine. Further,
each of the engines 16 has a fan section 18 which is at least
partially embedded within a tail section 19 of the fuselage
12.

Referring now to FIG. 2, there is shown a fan section 18.
The fan section 18 has a fan 20 which rotates about a
longitudinal rotational axis 22. The fan section 18 has an
inlet 23 which is formed by a surface 24 of the fuselage 12
and a surrounding cowling or fan nacelle 26. The fan section
18 also has an exit nozzle 28. The surface 24 may be
adjacent to, or part of, the tail section 19 of the fuselage 12.
A core nacelle 50 extends along and around said longitudinal
rotational axis 22 from said fan 20 to a core nozzle 52.

As shown in FIG. 2, the exit nozzle 28 is formed so as to
have a fan nozzle area 30 which is more closed at the top and
a fan nozzle area 32 which is more open at the bottom. The
fan nozzle area 30 is defined between a top surface of the
core nacelle 50 and a fixed or movable flap 34 which is
attached to or incorporated into the rear 35 of the cowling or
fan nacelle 26. The fan nozzle area 32 is defined between a
bottom surface of the core nacelle 50 and a fixed or movable
flap 36 which is attached to or incorporated into a rear
portion 37 of the fuselage surface 24. As can be seen from
FIG. 2, the nozzle areas 30 and 32 are non-axisymmetric
with respect to the longitudinal rotational axis 22.

The flap 34 at the top of the fan nozzle area 30 may be
provided with a camber that is curved towards the fan
rotation axis 22 as one moves from the leading edge 40 of
the flap 34 to the trailing edge 42 of the flap 34. The flap 36
at the bottom of the fan nozzle area 32 may be provided with
a camber that is curved away from the fan rotation axis 22
as one moves from the leading edge 44 of the flap 36 to the
trailing edge 46 of the flap 36. As shown in FIG. 2, the core
exhaust nozzle 52 is located downstream of both the trailing
edge 42 of the flap 34 and the trailing edge 46 of the flap 36
along said longitudinal rotational axis 22. The downstream
direction is the direction of fluid flow from the inlet 23 to the
exit nozzle 28 and/or to the core exhaust nozzle 52.

If desired, the flaps 34 and 36 may comprise a plurality of
circumferential flaps, which are actuated non-uniformly.
Such flaps may be used to achieve different fan nozzle areas
locally at the top and the bottom.

When the flaps 34 and 36 are made to be movable, any
suitable actuator (not shown) may be used to move the flaps
34 and 36 as desired to create the different fan nozzle areas
30 and 32 locally at the top and the bottom of the fan nozzle
26.

Advantages associated with the non-axisymmetric fixed
or variable fan nozzles described above include fuel burn
reductions and increases in propulsive efficiency.

There has been provided a non-axisymmetric fixed or
variable fan nozzle for boundary layer ingestion propulsion.
While the non-axisymmetric fixed or variable fan nozzle has
been described in the context of specific embodiments
thereof, other unforeseen variations, modifications, and
alternatives may become apparent to those skilled in the art
having read the foregoing description. Accordingly, it is
intended to embrace those alternatives, modifications and
variations as fall within the broad scope of the appended
claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. A fan section for an aircraft engine comprising:

a fan which rotates around a longitudinal rotational axis of
said aircraft engine;

said fan having an inlet for ingesting ambient air, said
inlet being formed by a fan nacelle surrounding at least
a portion of said fan and said inlet being formed by a
surface of a fuselage surrounding a remaining portion
of said fan;

a core exhaust nozzle coaxial with said longitudinal
rotational axis, said core exhaust nozzle located down-
stream of said fan;

a core nacelle extending along and around said longitu-
dinal rotational axis from said fan to said core exhaust
nozzle; and

a non-axisymmetric fan nozzle of the fan nacelle, said
non-axisymmetric fan nozzle configured to produce a
non-uniform back pressure for the fan, wherein said
non-axisymmetric fan nozzle has a first fan nozzle area
at a first portion of said non-axisymmetric fan nozzle
and a second fan nozzle area at a second portion of said
non-axisymmetric fan nozzle, said first fan nozzle area
being less than said second fan nozzle area and con-
figured such that said first fan nozzle area and said
second fan nozzle area are non-axisymmetric with
respect to said longitudinal rotational axis wherein said
first fan nozzle area is formed by at least one first flap
having a first camber from a first flap leading edge to
a first flap trailing edge which curves toward said
longitudinal rotational axis and wherein said second fan
nozzle area is formed by at least one second flap having
a second camber from a second flap leading edge to a
second flap trailing edge which curves away from said
longitudinal rotational axis,

wherein said core exhaust nozzle is located downstream
of both said first flap trailing edge and said second flap
trailing edge, said first fan nozzle area is defined
between said at least one first flap and a top surface of
said core nacelle, and said second fan nozzle area is
defined between said at least one second flap and a
bottom surface of said core nacelle.

2. The fan section of claim 1, wherein said at least one first
flap comprises a plurality of circumferential flaps and
wherein said at least one second flap comprises a plurality of
circumferential flaps.

3. The fan section of claim 1, wherein each one of said at
least one first flap is attached to a rear portion of said fan
nacelle and each one of said at least one second flap is
attached to a rear portion of the surface of the fuselage.

4. The fan section of claim 1, wherein the first portion is
a top portion of said non-axisymmetric fan nozzle and the
second portion is a bottom portion of said non-axisymmetric
fan nozzle.

5. The fan section of claim 2, wherein the first portion is
a top portion of said non-axisymmetric fan nozzle and the
second portion is a bottom portion of said non-axisymmetric
fan nozzle.

6. An aircraft comprising the fan section of claim 1.

7. An aircraft comprising the fan section of claim 1,
wherein the surface of the fuselage is adjacent to, or part of,
a tail section of the fuselage of the aircraft.

8. The fan section of claim 1, wherein said first fan nozzle
area has a first radial distance from said longitudinal rota-
tional axis to said first flap trailing edge and said second fan
nozzle area having a second radial distance from said



US 9,909,530 B2
5

longitudinal rotational axis to said second flap trailing edge,
wherein said first radial distance is less than said second
radial distance.
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