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Relationship of Competencies That Can Be Fostered in
Learning of Each Subject in Japanese Education
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Abstract

Following the recent trend of educational reform toward competency-based education, the research project of the Research
Organization for Next-Generation Education, Tokyo Gakugei University has proposed seven skills and eight attitude/values
as competencies that can be fostered in learning of each subject in Japanese education. In the present study, in order to
clarify to what extent these skills and attitudes/values are based on common factors, we created a questionnaire that
evaluates each skill and attitude/value and conducted an exploratory factor analysis on the responses to this questionnaire
obtained from junior high school students (n = 224). Also, in order to obtain suggestions as to how to link these skills and

attitudes/values for effective fostering, relationships between factors of skills and those of attitudes/values are examined by

ELETS CLITS

inter-individual correlation analysis. As a result, we extracted “communication”, “critical thinking”, “collaboration”, and

LIS

“creativity and forethought” as common factors for skills, “willingness to cooperate”, “curiosity and inquisitive mind”,

“contribution to others and companies”, “justice and generosity”, and “power of advance” as common factors for attitudes/
values. The factor score for each skill and attitude/value showed a moderate correlation in any combination. In particular, the
factors of skill “creativity and forethought” and “collaboration” showed a correlation coefficient of more than .60 with all

attitude/value factors except for “justice and generosity”.
Keywords: Competencies, Generic skills, Attitudes and values, Next national curriculum standards of Japan
Department of School Psychology, Tokyo Gakugei University, 4-1-1 Nukuikita-machi, Koganei-shi, Tokyo 184-8501, Japan
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