
Durham Research Online

Deposited in DRO:

06 April 2011

Version of attached file:

Other

Peer-review status of attached file:

Unknown

Citation for published item:

Finn, G. and Sawdon, M. (2009) ’Students views on peer evaluation and professionalism : ’getting away with
it’.’, Association for Medical Education in Europe (AMEE) Conference 2009 : incorporating the XIXth
SEDEM meeting. Malaga, Spain , 29 Aug - 02 Sep 2009.

Further information on publisher’s website:

http://www.amee.org/index.asp?pg=94cookies=True

Publisher’s copyright statement:

Additional information:

Use policy

The full-text may be used and/or reproduced, and given to third parties in any format or medium, without prior permission or charge, for
personal research or study, educational, or not-for-profit purposes provided that:

• a full bibliographic reference is made to the original source

• a link is made to the metadata record in DRO

• the full-text is not changed in any way

The full-text must not be sold in any format or medium without the formal permission of the copyright holders.

Please consult the full DRO policy for further details.

Durham University Library, Stockton Road, Durham DH1 3LY, United Kingdom
Tel : +44 (0)191 334 3042 — Fax : +44 (0)191 334 2971

http://dro.dur.ac.uk

CORE Metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

Provided by Durham Research Online

https://core.ac.uk/display/15470?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
http://www.dur.ac.uk
http://www.amee.org/index.asp?pg=94&cookies=True
http://dro.dur.ac.uk/7209/
http://dro.dur.ac.uk/policies/usepolicy.pdf
http://dro.dur.ac.uk


Students’ Views on Peer Evaluation & Professionalism: “Getting away with it” 

Gabrielle M. Finn & Marina A. Sawdon  

 

Corresponding Author: 

Miss Gabrielle Finn  

School of Medicine and Health 
Durham University, Queen's Campus 
University Boulevard 
THORNABY 
Stockton-on-Tees, 
England 
TS17 6BH 
 

ABSTRACT  

 

Background  This study describes how undergraduate medical students perceive 

professionalism and their views on peer evaluation as a tool for measuring 

professionalism.  

 

Summary of work  12 undergraduate medical students participated in focus groups 

after completing a peer evaluation. Focus groups were recorded and transcribed 

verbatim. Transcripts were coded using a grounded theory approach. This study has 

since been expanded to include Durham University’s current cohort and the University 

of Liverpool students. 

 

 

Summary of results  Two main themes emerged; students’ perceptions of how 

professionalism relates to them (subthemes were attributes, (ir)relevance to students 

and teaching & learning of professionalism) and views of the design of a peer 

evaluation tool (subthemes were; online environment, eliminating anonymity, 

justifying choices and promoting reflection). 

 

Conclusions  Students appear to know professionalism should be shown in an 

academic situation; however they feel that as students they should be able to “get away 

with it”. Thus, students regard professionalism as only relevant in a clinical context, 

and call for leniency in preclinical years. Students are accepting of peer evaluation for 

measuring professionalism; preferring an online environment, with the opportunity to 

justify their decisions. Students report peer evaluation as a driver for reflection on their 

own behaviour. 
 

Take-home message  Students view professionalism as irrelevant outside of the 

clinical environment 

  

 


