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The qual it y of retrospect ive reports in survey research is often compromised  

by the respondent ’ s inabi l it y to reca ll  persona l events accurate ly . As 

retrospect ive data co l le ct ion is an integra l  part  o f soc ia l surveys, these  

inaccurac ies  are of g reat concern to researchers . In orde r to reduce  

repor t ing error caused by memory prob lems,  var ious a ided reca ll techn iques 

have  been developed.  Th is d issertat ion focuses on ca lendar  inst ruments,  

such as the Event H istory Calendar , wh ich  comb ine the use of tempora l  

landmarks and visua l response feedback.  So far , a l imited number of  

methodolog ica l studies have examined the  effects  of those methods. In  

order  to  add to the body of research, the d isserta t ion  addresses the  

quest ion whethe r cogn it ive processes d i ffer between interv iews with  

ca lendar instruments and interv iews with regu lar retrospect ive  

quest ionna ires.  Furthermore ,  it  d iscusses the resu lt s o f a  methodo log ica l  

exper iment that was a imed at examin ing the  diffe rent ia l effect s of tempora l  

landmarks and v isual  response feedback on data qua l it y in a web-based  

retrospect ive l ife course survey. Based on the f ind ings of that exper iment,  

recommenda t ions are made for the opt ima l des ign of standard ized ca lendar  

reca l l a ids in se lf -comp leted  l ife  course surveys.   
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