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CENTRAL QUEENSLAND
INTRODUCTION
HE State of Queensland has a total area of 429,120,000 acres,
or, in other words, 670,500 square miles. This vast tract
of territory is divided up into three large divisions. The
Northern Division comprises 158,425,600 acres, or 247,540
square miles; Central Division, 135,823,360 acres, or 212,224
square miles; Southern Division, 134,871,040 acres, or 210,736
square miles.

T

Sheep on Oondooroo Station, Winton District.
Central Queensland, with its extensive area of 135,823,360
acres, possesses a marvellous wealth of natural resources, while
its possibilities are illimitable. Notwithstanding that the bulk
of its country is devoted to the raising of sheep, cattle, and
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horses, evidence is forthcoming that the land is equally as
fertile and wealth-producing as it is in other divisions of the
State of Queensland. Not only dan crops, such as wheat,
barley, oats, lucerne, Rhodes grass, maize, &e., be grown
successfully in various portions of Central Queensland, but
fruits of different kinds, particularly citrus and vines, do
exceptionally well—so well, indeed, that those engaged in this
last-named industry make a very lucrative living. There are
also great dairying opportunities open to all who give this
branch of agriculture their earnest and undivided attention. The
country, in a great many places, is all that is required for
carrying on dairying profitably; there is abundance of water
and natural grasses, while such artificial grasses as Rhodes,
paspalum, and giant couch grow luxuriantly.
One of the outstanding features of Central Queensland is
the abundant manner in which it is watered, not only by permanent streams, but by hundreds of artesian and sub-artesian
bores. The artesian water area is confined to the country to
the westward of the Great Dividing Range. According to official
returns, there were, in 1912, 674 bores, of which 373 were
artesian and 301 sub-artesian. It is also officially stated that
there were an additional 172 either in progress, abandoned, or
uncertain. In many instances the water from these bores is
being used for irrigation purposes in raising crops of different
kinds. This is particularly noticeable around Barcaldine and
Blackall. Great tracts of well-grassed country, which have only
a limited rainfall, have, by the aid of artesian and sub-artesian
bores, been brought into use, and stocked with sheep, cattle,
and horses. The deepest bore in Queensland, which is on
Bimerah Station, in the Longreach district, has a depth of 5,045
ft, and a flow of 70,000 gallons per day. There are also a
number of bores in Central Queensland of comparatively shallow
depths giving large flows daily.
The mineral production of Central Queensland is also of
great proportions, gold, copper, silver, coal, and limestone being
most plentifully found. Gems of remarkable size and lustre are
also unearthed in large numbers. The coal seams are extensive
in area, and have brought this division of Queensland into much
prominence of recent years. The Blair Athol Mines are very
much in the foreground, owing to the high quality of the coal,
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the extraordinary thickness of the seam, and the enormous
nature of the measures. ,The Mount Morgan Gold and Copper
Mines are known throughout the world on account of the
colossal wealth they contain.
The timber industry also contributes a great deal to the
material wealth of Central Queensland. There is a great variety
of timbers of much commercial value, several of which, because
of their fancy and attractive nature, are suitable for the manufacture of furniture. Dense forests of softwoods and hardwoods

Artesian

Boring Plant on Northampton
Blackall District.

Station,

exist in different localities, while many of the trees are of
great girth and height. In the State Forest on the Black
Down Tableland there are to be found thousands of giants of
the hardwood family.

4
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Central Queensland has room, in its vast area of singularly
productive country, for millions of settlers, niore especially
those of the agrarian type. There are few, if any, portions of
the great Commonwealth of Australia which have a brighter
outlook than the Central Districts of Queensland. Nature has
endowed them with everything calculated to make them one of
the greatest wealth-producing centres of the world. As soon as
their illimitable possibilities become generally known, it is only
a matter of time when their huge areas of empty spaces will be
converted into large communities of happy, contented, and
industrious people. Already people from all portions of the
civilised world have been attracted to this " Land of Golden11
Prospects/' and, despite that the task set them of hewing outLt
a home in the dense scrubs and mountainous fastnesses has

New Settlers in the Barmoya Scrub, Rockhampton

District.

been a herculean one, these settlers have overcome all their
initial difficulties, and are now reaping the fruits of their
arduous labour on the land. Thrift, grit, and perseverance are
the three attributes which every agriculturist should possess
who decides to settle upon the land, and it is only by the
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exercise of these that success can be attained. The intending
settler must make up his mind to face work of a most strenuous
character for a year or so, and then, unless the Fates are unduly
cruel, a silver lining will appear in his cloud of early troubles,
to be followed later by the golden sunshine of prosperity. It
is not possible to paint the bright prospects of Central Queensland in too glowing colours, nor is it possible to adequately
describe them with the aid of a pen or a camera. To form a
true conception of the real state of affairs, you must visit the
districts, and see for yourself the marvellous wealth of possibilities which exist everywhere.

Mustering Cattle on Olenbuch Station, Barcaldine District.
POPULATION.
The real want of Central Queensland at the present time is
population. According to the State Government Statistician,
there were only 79,332 persons resident in this portion of the
State of Queensland in 1912, or nearly one person to every three
square miles. Central Queensland has a greater area of country
than Victoria, Tasmania, and New Zealand combined, but the
population of these places aggregated over 2J millions in. 1912,
or over thirty times that of the Central Districts.

CENTRAL QUEENSLAND.

1. Dam on Springfield Station, Blackall District.
2. Vegetable Garden" and Orchard on a Western

Station.
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CLIMATE.
Like the other divisions of the State, Central Queensland
has three types of climates. Along the coast the temperature
during the summer months is somewhat humid during the day,
but the nights are frequently cool. Inland, climatic conditions
are more inclined to be dry than otherwise, though occasionally
there is some humidity. In the far-back districts the summer
heat is hot and dry by day, but it is usually followed by much
cooler conditions at night. The real summer commences in
November, and ends in February; then there is an appreciable
drop in the temperature each month until September, when
warmer conditions again gradually set in. During the winter
months the climate is mildly cold and bracing, and ground frosts
are fairly common in all parts of the division.
There are many highlands in and around Rockhampton,
and also in different portions of the Central Districts, on which
the climate is of the most invigorating character all the year
round, notwithstanding that they are all situated within the
Tropic of Capricorn. The air on several of these tablelands
and mountains is delightfully refreshing and sustaining on
even the warmest day, while at night it has all the crispness
and chilliness of a mild winter.

TEMPERATURES.
The following are the Mean Summer and Winter Temperatures at various
Stations in Central Queensland.
SUMMER.

Station.

DEO.

JAN.

WINTER.
FEB.

JUNE.

JULY.

AUG.

No of
Years'

T? pcord

Barcaldine
Blackall
Boulia ..
Clermont
Emerald
Gladstone
Is'Sford ..
Longreach
Mount Morgan .
Rockhampton .
Springsure
St. Lawrence .
Tambo ..
Urandangie
Winton . .

Mean
Max.

Mean
Mn.

Mean
Temp.

M^an
Max.

M a an
Mm.

Msan
Temp.

95-5
96*7
100*6
92-5
90-4
85*0
93'1
97'4
87'1
89'2
92*5
89'6
93'7
lOl'l
98-7

73-0
70*4
73*5
69*7
61-8
72'6
71-9
70-5
69'3
71-6
66'4
70'9
68*1
73*2
71-8

84'3
83'6
87*1
81*1
80*1
78-8
82*5
84-0
78-2
80*4
79*5
80*3
80*9
87*2
85*3

73'8
71*1
73'6
73'4
71'9
72'1
73-7
74*7
70-9
74-1
70*2
71-4
701
76'4
75'6

47-1
43*4
44'7
41-2
43*2
54-7
43'6
45*2
48-8
51*5
41-0
49-9
39*6
44-6
45*0

60'5
57*3
59'2
57'3
57#6
63-4
58" 7
60'0
59'9
62-8
55-6
60-7
54-9
60'5
60-3

4:

13
13
7
7
3
7
4
4
15
6
7
7
8
7
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KAINFALL.
A study of the undermentioned table will show how the
annual average rainfall in Central Queensland varies. In the
costal districts this ranges from over 67 in. to 32 in., then west
as far as Longreach it is from 30 in. to 21 in., while in the
far west it is from 18 in. to 11 in. The Western and Far
Western districts, it may be mentioned, do not require as much
moisture in order to sustain the growth of the natural grasses
as is the case in the coastal areas. The recuperative properties

The Nogoa River, Springsure District.
of these western lands are simply marvellous, for, occasionally
when protracted dry spells are experienced and the country
appears to be denuded of grass and other herbage, a good fall
of rain soon converts the scene into one of emerald brightness.
In normal seasons it is a common thing to see thousands of
miles of rolling downs country thickly clothed with waving
grasses, resembling in the distance great wheatfields. For the
past ten years or so Central Queensland has, in common with
other portions of the State, enjoyed splendid seasons.

CENTRAL QUEENSLAND.
The following are the average annual rainfalls at various
stations in Central Queensland: —
Stations.
Alpha
Alton Downs
Aramac
Banana
Barcaldine
Blackall ..
Blair Athol
Bogantungan
Boulia
Bushley
Bororen
Calliope
Capella
Camboon ..
Clermont . .
Duaringa . .
Emerald . .
Emu Park
Etna . .
Gladstone . .
Gogango ..
Gindie
Gracemere..
Ilfracombe
Isisford
Jericho

No. of
Average
to 1913— Years'
Inches. Record.
23-14
*41-0
18-12
28-24
20-55
22-30
*26-0
28-46
11-06
*31-0
*48-21
*44-0
22-35
28-76
26-61
29-83
26-91
44-36
*48-0
44-47
*30-0
22-39
30-22
15-07
19-12
22-08

27
___
31
27
27
27
—
26
27
—
—
15
27
27
24
27
27
—
27
—
15
13
14
27
13

Stations.
Jundah
Longreach
Marlborough
Many Peaks
Miriam Vale
Mount Chalmers
Mount Morgan
Mount Larcom
Murray's Creek
Muttaburra
Rockhampton
Rosedale . .
Springsure..
Stanwell . .
St. Lawrence
Tambo
Urandangie
Warren
Westwood
Wood End
Winton
..
Wowan
Yaamba . .
Yarwun
Yeppoon . .

No. of
Average
to 1913— Years'
Inches. Record.
15-70
17-31
39-39
*47-0
48-21
*56-0
31-68
*44-0
*45-0
18-27
41-62
45-85
26-76
31-54
45-27
21-92
11-38
*31-54
30-26
*31-0
15-36
*31-0
34-58
*44-0
67-08

* No records are obtainable from the Commonwealth Bureau of Meteorology.
figures quoted are only approximate.

24

23
18

27
15
27
17
27
27
21
27
27
14
23
The

BIRTH EATE.
In 1912 the birth rate per 1,000 inhabitants in Central
Queensland was 28.45, while that for the whole State was 29.70.
The following figures demonstrate most conclusively how
favourably the birth rate of the Central Districts compares with
the other States of the Commonwealth and the Dominion of
New Zealand:—New South Wales, 29.94; Victoria, 26.41; South
Australia, 28.65; Western Australia, 28.86; Tasmania, 30.53; New
Zealand, 26.48.
DEATH RATE.
Official figures for 1912 show that the death rate per 1,000
inhabitants in Central Queensland was only 11.24. The death
rate for the whole State was 10.96. In New South Wales the
death rate was 10.87; Victoria, 12.23; South Australia, 10.28;
Western Australia, 11.07; Tasmania, 10.73; New Zealand, 8.87;

10

CENTRAL QUEENSLAND.

England and Wales, 13.5; Scotland, 15.3; Ireland, 17.1; Canada,
14.0; German Empire, 17.2; France, 17.9; Austria, 21.2; Italy,
19.6; Spain, 23.3; Hungary, 23.6; Russia (European), 29.9. An
analysis of the foregoing statistics will exemplify that Central
Queensland is one of the healthiest countries in the world.

Dairy. Farm on the Kolan

River.

PHYSICAL FEATURES .
According to "The Real Property (Local Registries) Act
of 1887," the following is a detailed description of the boundaries
of Central Queensland: —
The southern boundary commences on the east coast at the
mouth of the Kolan River, and is bounded thence on the south
by the northern watershed of that river westerly to Dawes
Range; thence by that range and the range forming the northern
and western watersheds of the Rawbelle River and its
tributaries westerly and southerly to their junction with the
southern watershed of Ross and Cracow Creeks; by that watershed westerly to the Dawson River; by that river downwards to
Bigge's Range; by that range westerly to Carnarvon Range;
by that range westerly to the Great Dividing Range; by that
range westerly to the Warrego Range; by that range westerly
to the Cheviot Range; by that range north-wester ly and westerly
to the confluence of the Thomson and Barcoo Rivers; thence by

CENTRAL QUEENSLAND.
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a line due west to the western boundary of the State south of
the twenty-fifth parallel of latitude. The western boundary
extends in a direct line northwards from south of the twentyfifth parallel of latitude to the twenty-first parallel of latitude.
The northern boundary commences at the last-named parallel
easterly to its intersection with the Selwyn Range; thence by
that range, Kirby's Range, and the range forming the southern
watershed of the Flinders River and its tributaries in a general
easterly direction again to the twenty-first parallel of latitude;
thence by that parallel easterly to the Great Dividing Range;
by that range southerly to its junction with the southern watershed of the Cape River; by that watershed easterly to the
confluence of the Belyando and Suttor Rivers; thence by the

Wool Teams crossing the Thomson River Bridge at Longreach.
Suttor River upwards to its head in the Leichhardt Range;
thence by that range and the northern watershed of Funnel
Creek and its tributaries easterly and southerly to a spur
forming the watershed separating the waters of Marion and
Rockydam Creeks; thence by that watershed north-easterly to
Cape Palmerston on the east coast of the State; thence by a
line eastward to the eastern boundary of the State; thence on
the east by the last-named boundary southerly to Sandy Cape,
and again on the south by a line westerly to the point of commencement, inclusive of all islands adjacent thereto south of

12
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Matcham

Dairy Farm, Gracemere Station,

near

Rockhampton.
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the latitude of Cape Palmerston and north of the latitude of
Sandy Cape.
RIVERS, LAKES, &c.
So far as rivers and other watercourses are concerned,
Central Queensland is particularly well served; in fact, there
are not many countries in the world which possess such a
large number of permanent streams. Many of these are rivers
of large proportions, and contribute much to the natural beauty
of the localities they pass through. The Fitzroy River is the
most important in this division, and it is also one of the most
important in the Commonwealth. This river, with its numerous
tributaries, drains an area of 55,603 square miles, and is 520

3
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The Thomson River, Longreach.
miles in length from its mouth in Keppel Bay to its head. The
Fitzroy takes its source from the junction of the Mackenzie
and Dawson Rivers near Duaringa. The Isaac River, which also
feeds the Fitzroy, has a length of 152 miles, and rises in the
Denham Range. The Dawson River (312 miles) passes through
the country enclosed by the Expedition Range on the west,
Auburn and Leichhardt Ranges on the east, and the Great
Dividing Range on the south, and runs into the Fitzroy, while

14
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the Mackenzie River (170 miles) is fed by the Nogoa, Comet,
and Isaac Rivers, and runs, with the Dawson River, into the
Fitzroy River. The Nogoa River (180 miles) and the Comet
River (80 miles) have their sources in the Great Dividing
Range and Expedition Range respectively, and junction with
the Mackenzie River, near Cometville. The source of the Dee

* t4

,.,-%H!-". ,.*.*-,

Artesian Bore on Gleribuck Station, Barcaldine
District.
River is in the Razorback and Gelobera Ranges. This stream
flows into the Don River, which is fed by streams which issue
from the Gelobera, Calliope, Leichhardt, and Gogango Ranges.
The Dee then junctions with Granville Creek, which, in turn,
flows into the Dawson River. The Styx River flows for 40
miles before it empties itself into the port of St. Lawrence;
this river rises in Connor's Range. Baffle Creek, which is more
entitled to be called a river than a creek, has its source
from several streams rising in Many Peaks, Westwood, and

CENTRAL QUEENSLAND.
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Dawes Ranges, flows for a distance of 65 miles, and then
disappears in the Pacific Ocean. Both the Boyne (60 miles)
and Calliope (52 miles) flow into Port Curtis; the former
is fed by streams rising in the Many Peaks, Calliope,
and Dawes Ranges, and the latter has its source in the Alma
and Calliope Ranges. The Kolan River, which is on the
southern boundary of the Central Division, starts to flow in
the Dawes and Burnett Ranges, and has an outlet into the
Pacific Ocean. The most important rivers in the Par West are
the Thomson, Barcoo, Alice, Diamantina, Darr, Belyando, and
Georgina. The Thomson River is fed by the Landsborough,
Tower Hill, Torrens, and Cornish Creeks, and the Darr River,
and, after flowing for a distance of 240 miles, it joins the Barcoo
River, and both eventually become part of Cooper's Creek. The

The Calliope River on Calliope Station,

Gladstone

District.

Barcoo, which has a flow of 310 miles, is fed by streams which
run from the Great Dividing, Cheviot, Grey, Gowan, and Warrego
Ranges. The north-eastern watershed of the Western River
is the head of the Darr River, which, after a course of 100
miles, joins the Thomson River. Rising in the Great Dividing
Range, the Alice River flows for a distance of 144 miles, and
then joins the Barcoo River. The Diamantina (468 miles) and

16
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the Hamilton (160 miles) both have their source in the southern
watershed of the Flinders River, and both also flow into South
Australia; the former, it may be stated, is fed by the Western
and Mayne Rivers. After flowing for a distance of 205 miles,
the Belyando, which rises in the Drummond Range, becomes
part of the Suttor River. The Georgina River has its source in
the Barclay Tableland, and drains 260 miles of country before
it joins the Hamilton River.
There are also numerous other smaller rivers and creeks
in Central Queensland. In addition to these there are a large
number of lagoons of great size and depth, all of which contain
permanent water even under the most unfavourable meteorological conditions.
Two lakes of large proportions are also worthy of mention.
Lake Galilee, or Jochmus, as it is also called, is 56 miles to
the north of Aramac. It is 80 square miles in area; the greatest

One of the Pink and Blue Lily Lagoons at Longreach.

length is 19 miles, greatest breadth 10 miles, greatest depth
12 ft., and the average depth is 6 ft. The water in the northern
end of the lake is fresh, while that in the southern end is
salt. Lake Buchanan is close to the northern boundary of
the division, and is about 60 miles to the north of Lake Galilee.
The area of this lake is 50 square miles, the greatest length is

CENTRAL QUEENSLAND.
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15 miles, and the greatest breadth 4 | miles. The water in
Lake Buchanan is permanently salt. Near the South Australian
border there are also several large salt lakes, their names being
Philippi, Koolivoo, and Machattie.
The Fitzroy River is navigable by large vessels for a
distance of about 40 miles from its mouth right up to the city
of Rockhampton, and for about 30 miles further up for vessels
of smaller draught. The majority of the other rivers are only
navigable for small vessels. These include the St. Lawrence,
Boyne, Calliope, Kolan, and Baffle Creek. The Styx River, which
is also navigable, has been specially singled out because of the
abnormal rise and fall of its tides.
MOUNTAINS AND TABLELANDS.
Near the coast there are the Normanby, Funnel, Broadsound,
Connor's, Boomer, Gogango, Rannes, and Cooper Ranges, to the
north-west the Denham Range, and on the southern boundary
of Central Queensland the Burnett, Bawes, Bigge, Carnarvon,
Warrego, and Cheviot Ranges. Inland from the coast there are
the Peak Mountains and the Expedition and Dawson Ranges. To
the west of these are Zamia and Drummond Ranges, with the
Great Dividing Range, which runs in a south-easterly direction
through almost the centre of the division. Then out in the
Far West, around Jundah, there is the Negri Range. Many other
ranges and mountains also act as natural boundary lines between
vast areas of rolling downs country. Dotted here and there
over Central Queensland are numerous more or less high
peaks, which add considerably to the picturesqueness of the
scenes in which they are located. The composition of the
mountains and peaks is of basalt, slates, granite, trachyte, limestone, or sandstone, many being unique and imposing in
appearance. Those around Rockhampton, St. Lawrence, Gladstone, Peak Downs, and the Springsure districts are particularly
noticeable in this respect. The chain of peaks in the Springsure district are singular for their rugged beauty and quaint
formation. The most conspicuous of these are Virgin Rock,
Pinnacle Rock, Little and Big St. Peter, the Natural Archway,
The Bluff, &c. In the Peak Mountains there are many peaks of
more than ordinary natural beauty. These include Lord's Table
Mountain, Wolfang, Little Wolfang, the Gemini (or Twins),
2
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Fletcher's Awl, Calvert's Peak, Gilbert's Dome, Mount Stuart,
Mount McDonald, and several others. In passing, it may be
mentioned that Leichhardt, the great explorer, spent much of
his time in Central Queensland, and, as a consequence, many
of the mountains, streams, &c, were discovered and named by
him. In the Great Dividing Range Mounts Solitary, Birkhead,
and Northampton stand out prominently against the skyline,
while in the Drummond Range the most noticeable points are
Mount Observatory, Mount Wentworth, Aumuller Gap, and
Hannam's Gap. There is no doubt that the explorer was much
elated when he discovered Mount Success, one of the highest
points in the Expedition Range. The principal elevations in
the Denham Range, on the northern boundary of Central Queensland, are Mounts Hess, Gotthardt, and Andrew, and Bovey Lookout. In the Broadsound Range there are St. Catherine Peak,
Mount Wellington, Mount Lome, Mount Bora, and Evelyn Peak.

The Bluff and Virgin Rocks at Springsure.

Three high spurs in the Great Dividing Range call for special
mention on account of their extraordinary titles—Mounts
Hades, Styx, and Cerberus; while in the Broadsound Range
there are Og, Gog, and Magog.
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There are also many tablelands of great size in the Central
Districts. The Alice Tableland is to the north-west of Jericho;
the Buckland (about 2,000 ft.) and Consuelo Tablelands are in
the Springsure district; Hope Tableland is in an easterly
direction of Tambo; Black Down Tableland (about 2,700 ft.) is
to the south of Dingo; and the Broadsound Tableland (from
2,000 ft. to 3,000 ft.) is in the St. Lawrence district. Several
of these tablelands are remarkable for their wealth of natural
scenery, timbers, and vegetation, and also for the possibilities
they offer as grazing areas for stock during dry spells. There
is also some very rich agricultural land on several of these
tablelands.
The Great Dividing Range, as has already been stated, runs
north and south through almost the heart of Central Queensland,
and separates the waters flowing westward, southward, and into

Junction of Gin Creek and the Thomson River, Longreach.
the Gulf of Carpentaria. Its highest points vary from 2,500 ft.
to 4,000 ft. The Drummond Range forms the dividing line
between the Belyando waters and those flowing into the Nogoa
and Isaac Rivers. The Dawes Range separates the waters
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1. Deep-water Wharves, Quay Street, Rockhampton.
2 H.M. Training S/n'p " Medway " at Port Alma Wharves.
S s.s. " Roscommon" at Port Alma Wharves, Rockhampton..
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flowing into the Burnett Range from those passing into Granville Creek, a tributary of the Dawson River. The Carnarvon
and Expedition Ranges divide the waters flowing into the Comet
River from those flowing into the Dawson River.
The following are the heights of the highest points in the
various mountains and ranges:—Broadsound Range, about
3,000 ft.; Denham Range, about 3,000 ft.; Peak Mountains, about
2,000 ft; Drummond Range, about 3,000 ft; Expedition Range,
about 3,000 ft; Mount Archer, 1,612 ft; Berserker Mountains,
1,480 f t ; Mount Larcom, 2,060 f t ; High Double Mount, 2,545 f t ;
Castle Tower, 2,048 ft.; Long Hill, 2,332 ft

Camels on Marian Downs Station, near Boulia.
COAST LINE.
Central Queensland has a coastline of about 600 statute
miles, and the whole of this is protected from the Pacific Ocean
by the Great Barrier Reef—a gigantic formation extending for
a distance of 1,000 miles" up the coast of Queensland, and for
which the coral insect is responsible. An excellent passage
exists between the mainland and the Great Barrier Reef for
shipping on the largest scale. The protection afforded by this
huge stretch of reefs enables vessels of all sizes to travel up
the coast with the utmost safety, and the comfort and pleasure
of voyagers is considerably promoted in consequence. Further,
the coastline is also well marked at night by lights of a
powerful character. On the Central Queensland coast there
are eight lighthouses—Sandy Cape at the entrance to the Great
Barrier Reef, Lady Elliot Island, Bustard Head, Gatcombe Head,
Cape Capricorn, Sea Hill, one to the north of Wreck Island,
and Pine Islet. Three of the foregoing lighthouses are connected
with the mainland with either telephonic or telegraphic com-,
munication—gandy Cape? Bustard 13ea4, an^ Cape Capricorn,
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Along the mainland there are a number of pretty bays,
inlets, and headlands, whilst the passage within the Barrier
is studded with numerous islands, which are, for the most
part, densely covered with mangrove and other timbers. The
green foliage of the trees on these islands adds much to the
picturesqueness of the scene. The chief points of interest along
the coast inside the passage are:—Baffle Creek Port, Round Hill
Head, Lady Elliot Island, the Bunker Group of islands, Bustard
Head, Port Curtis, Facing Island, Gatcombe Head, Curtis Island,
The Narrows (between Port Curtis and Broadmount Harbour,
with Curtis Island on the east side), Cape Capricorn, the
Capricorn Group of islands, Port Alma, Sea Hill, Broadmount
Harbour, Emu Park, Wreck Island, Keppel Islands, Yeppoon,
Water Park Point, Townshend Island, Cape Townshend, Shoalwater Bay, Percy Islands, Pine Islet, Broadspund Harbour,
Northumberland Isles, and Cape Palmerston.

Broadmount Harbour, Rockhampton.

POETS AND HAEBOUES.
The recognised ports and harbours of Central Queensland
a r e : —Gladstone, Keppel Bay, Rockhampton, Port Alma, Broadmount, an4 Broadsoun^. The first-nameci is? without doubt.
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one of the finest and most beautiful natural harbours in the
Commonwealth. Rockhampton is happily situated in having
two splendid harbours in addition to a port. Both Port Alma
and Broadmount Harbours, which are a short distance down
the Fitzroy River, offer shipping facilities for vessels of the
largest tonnage. The former is the place of call for all the
large interstate and oversea vessels, while the large oceangoing cargo boats engaged in the meat export trade visit Broadmount Harbour, and take away large cargoes of meats, &c.,
at regular intervals every year. Many of the coastal passenger
and cargo steamers come up the Fitzroy River, and berth at
the deep-water wharves in Quay-street, Rockhampton, where
there is an assured depth of 25 ft. at high tide. In the Rockhampton reaches of the Fitzroy River there are four wharves,
the length of which aggregates 2,313 ft. Port Alma has 1,000 ft.
of wharfage, while Broadmount has 632 ft. The high-water
mark of the water at Port Alma is from 39 ft. to 47J ft., and
at Broadmount it is from 36 ft. to 39! ft. At the present time
Broadsound Harbour is chiefly used by small vessels which
trade between the islands inside the Great Barrier Reef and
the mainland. Many years ago, when the local meatworks
was in full swing, the port of St. Lawrence was frequently
visited by the large meat boats. No doubt, when the great
possibilities of the Central Districts are more fully realised,
Broadsound Harbour will once more come into prominence in
the shipping world. Baffle Creek port affords an outlet for all
small vessels trading with the sugar-mill and farmers on the
upper reaches of Baffle Creek. Shoalwater Bay is expansive and
well-sheltered, and may some day become a port of call for all
vessels trading on the coast.
SEASIDE ATTRACTIONS.
As watering places, Emu Park and Yeppoon, both of which
are within close proximity by rail of Rockhampton, cannot be
eclipsed in the Commonwealth. Each has attractions peculiarly
its own, their outstanding features being the fine stretches of
clean, hard beach, the absence of rocky obstructions in the
water, and the freedom and confidence bathers can display
when swimming in the surf on account of the non-existence of
an undertow. Both watering places are situated in exceptionally
picturesque spots, the mainland being of an undulating nature,
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with coigns of vantage overlooking the water front. Prom any
of these elevations a very fine view of Keppel Bay, with its
many strangely shaped and wooded islands in the middle
distance, can be seen, while the ozone-laden breezes which come
across the expanse of ocean have a remarkably invigorating
effect on the spirits of jaded individuals. Then, again, unlimited
pleasure can be obtained by a trip in a motor-launch to the

St. Mary's Falls, near Mount

Morgan.

many islands in the bay, with the water beneath as smooth
as glass. There are many charming spots on these islands,
and fish of all kinds, including the succulent oyster, are to be
obtained in large numbers.
Unlike Yeppoon, Emu Park is almost exclusively a watering
place, but its beauty is of such a character as to make a lasting
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impression on the memory of the visitor. Here, amid charming
surroundings, the visitor can enjoy all the advantages of an
ideal seaside resort. The town is nicely laid out, and well
provided with shops and the most indispensable public institutions for the benefit of the permanent residents, as WBII as
visitors. The accommodation at the several hotels and boardinghouses is ample and comfortable, and the charges are reasonable. There are several orchards in the district, those at Tanby
Point being well worth a visit. Motor-cars and buggies are
available for hire by tourists, desirous of seeing the many
places of interest in and around Emu Park. The population of
the town and district is estimated at 350.

-all

Thompson's Point, Fitzroy River, Rockhampton.

Yeppoon can claim to have one of the longest stretches of
hard beach in the Commonwealth, and periodically every year
races and sports gatherings are held thereon when the tide
is out. Though the town is small, it is surrounded by quite a
large community of agriculturists, dairymen, and orchardists,
who are being amply compensated for their labours on the land.
There are several business places and public institutions, and
the wants of visitors are catered for to the fullest extent by
the different hotels and boarding-houses. Years ago Yeppoon
was an important sugar-growing centre, and had a raw-sugar
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mill of its own. With the closing down of the Farnborough
Mill, which is situated a few miles away from the town, the
majority of the farmers discontinued the cultivation of sugarcane, and turned their attention to fruit-growing and dairying.
That their efforts in this respect have been attended with success
may be gauged by the evidences of prosperity which are manifest
in the district. Yeppoon has earned a name for itself far and
wide on account of its splendid orchards, which, during the
season, yield a great variety of fruits of splendid flavour. Large
numbers of visitors drive out to these orchards every year in
motor-cars and buggies in order to obtain the fruit fresh from
the trees. Population of Yeppoon and district, estimated 600.
The foreshores of Gladstone Harbour are also much availed
of for sea bathing. In Auckland Creek there is a public baths,
while at Barney Point, a short distance away, surf-bathing can
be indulged in under the safest and most enjoyable conditions.

Blustering Sheep on Glenbuck Station, Barcaldine

District.

SCENIC SPLENDOUBS, &c
In addition to the aforementioned watering places, Central
Queensland can offer a large number of places which cannot
fail to excite the admiration of tiie tourist. In the city of
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Rockhampton there are several places of interest. The Botanic
Gardens stand pre-eminent. Here will be found a profusion
of all the most beautiful creations in plant and tree life—
flowers, ferns, palms, crotons, &c. It would, indeed, be difficult
to get a finer assortment of tropical and sub-tropical foliage.
It is here that the lover of Nature can sit under the umbrageous
foliage of the Banyan tree, and gaze with eyes of wonder and
admiration upon the glorious wealth of beauty surrounding him.
Outside the precincts of the Gardens there is an extensive lagoon,
literally covered with pink and blue lotus lilies of the most
exquisite tints. It is a pity that this stretch of water, with the
superabundance of natural beauty on its surface, is not enclosed
within the area of the Gardens, and its loveliness thus preserved

Banana Plantation at Mount Larcom, Gladstone District.
for all time. There is nothing to equal it in any part of the
Commonwealth, not even the pond in the Adelaide Botanic
Gardens.
Within about 4 miles of Roc^hampton tliere is Mount
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Archer, a large tri-corporate elevation 1,612 ft. above sea level.
It is on the extreme north-westerly point of the Berserker
Range, the south-easterly end of which is called Mount
Berserker. From the summit a magnificent panorama of the
city of Rockhampton and the surrounding districts can be
obtained on a clear day. The summit also lends itself admirably
for sanatorium purposes, the atmosphere there being of the
purest and most refreshing nature. Vari-coloured wild flowers,
shrubs, and scented eucalypts add greatly to the beauty of the
scene, while the odour of the vegetation, particularly the
eucalypts, has a very pleasing effect on the olfactory organ.
The mountain is intersected by a number of densely scrubcovered ravines and watercourses, the water in the latter being
delightfully cool even in mid-summer. The country, which is
chiefly of an igneous nature, consists of granite, trachyte, and
other rocky formations. The mountain and spurs are clothed
with a dense forest of scented eucalypts, messmate, ironbark,
and other hardwoods, while in the ravines there are some fine
specimens of the bottle-tree, Burdekin plum, bandicoot plum,
lancewood, several varieties of the flowering hibiscus shrub, and
different kinds of fig-tree of great size. There is a fairly good
road to the foot of Mount Archer from Rockhampton via Frenchman's Creek for pedestrian or vehicular traffic. The climb to
the summit is somewhat rough and difficult, but, once accomplished, the alpiner is amply rewarded for his arduous task.
Fairy Bower, a very pretty spot on Scrubby Creek, is only
a short distance from the equally picturesque Gracemere Station,
the home of the Archer brothers. This charming scene, which
has been reserved for a national park, is only about 7 miles
from Rockhampton.
The Mount Etna Caves, which are locally known as Olesen's
and Johansen's, are only about 17 miles from Rockhampton.
Railway communication is established between the capital and
Etna, from which place the caves are 2 miles distant. Mount
Etna is about 1,000 ft. in height, and is one huge mass of pure
limestone. Olesen's Caves are at present the principal show
place of the district, owing to Johansen's not having been fully
explored. In Olesen's Caves there are numerous weird and

30

CENTRAL QUEENSLAND.

fanciful stalactite and stalagmite formations, the colourings in
many of them being exceedingly beautiful. The mountain is
honeycombed with caves of great size, each of which possesses
beauties more bewildering in their grandeur than the other.
By means of a torch or a lamp, it is possible to penetrate
hundreds of feet below the crust of the earth into dome-shaped
chambers where the atmosphere is refreshingly chilly.
Johansen's Caves are not as much frequented as those already
described; but they are equally as beautiful. It is, however,
somewhat difficult to penetrate them, and it requires some
nerve on the part of the explorer to undertake the task. Over

Johansen's Caves, Mount Etna, Mockhampton District.
twenty distinct caves have been proved to exist, many of which
are fully 100 ft. below the surface. Several of the chambers, which
resemble the interior of a succession of vaulted passages in a
cathedral, are 88 ft. square. In these chambers are to be seen
a bewitching display of the most beautiful natural embellishments
on the ceiling and walls of each of the chambers, while here
and there massive stalagmites stand erect from the floors. It
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is to be regretted that vandals have entered the caves, and left
evidence of their destructive work behind them. These caves
also possess great wealth from a commercial standpoint owing
to the existence of immense quantities of guano in their vaults,
A brief description of the operations in this direction is given
elsewhere in this book.
A visit to Central Queensland is not complete unless the
world-renowned Mount Morgan Gold and Copper Mines are
inspected. These are only 24 miles by rail from Rockhampton,
and in ascending the Razorback Mountain on the rack railway
line between Moonmera and Moongan a splendid panorama of
Rockhampton and the surrounding district is obtained. It is
claimed that the Mount Morgan Mines are equal to anything of
their kind in the world.
As a beauty spot and health resort, the Black Down
Tableland cannot be excelled in any part of the Commonwealth.
This large tableland, which is at the northern end of the
Expedition Range, with the Dawson Range in the foreground,
covers an area of 45,000 acres, and is about 2,700 ft. above sealevel. The nearest way to the Tableland is from Stanley
Railway Station, through Charlevue Cattle Station, the distance
between the two places being about 16 miles. Stanley is 97
miles by rail from Rockhampton. The journey to the foot of
the Tableland can be done in a vehicle, but the ascent, which
is somewhat difficult, must be accomplished on foot or on
horseback. The difficulty of the climb is immeasurably compensated for when the summit is attained by the superb nature
of the view unfolded therefrom. The climber passes through a
dense forest of silver-leafed wattles covered with a glorious
profusion of golden blooms, citron-scented eucalypts (Maculata
citriodora), wild flowers, giant hardwoods, &c, whilst on either
side there are huge masses of sandstone of unique construction.
Music is added to the grandeur of the scene by the song of
birds, and the wild rush of the mountain rivulets as they fall
over precipices into immense densely timbered gorges below.
The vistas obtained from the highest point are ruggedly majestic
and awe-inspiring—one which no pen or brush can adequately
portray. Several of the cliffs rise to a height of 900 ft., and
are honeycombed here and there with caves, in which many
of the smaller marsupials have their lairs. The sandstone
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formations take various forms—monoliths, tombs, dais, pinnacles, &c. In several instances these rugged structures are
fringed with a profusion of ferns, orchids, staghorns, and other
vegetation. On the face of several of the caves the imprints of
hands are discernible, presumably those of blacks, who were in
quest of marsupials for food. Even the four-footed animals have

Mount Cornish Creek on Bowen Downs
Muttaourra District.

Station,

left impressions of their feet on the sandstone so indelibly
defined that Time has not been able to completely obliterate
them. On the summit of the Tableland there is an ideal spot
for camping purposes, with abundance of delightfully cool,
wholesome, crystal water.
The rivulets are fringed with
numerous rare and exquisitely beautiful ferns, palms, and wild
flowers, while attached to the trees overhead are regular festoons
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Views on the Black Down Tableland, Dingo District, Central Railway Line.
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of staghorns and orchids. The air on the Tableland has a veryrejuvenating effect upon the tired individual who inhales its
purity. To derive the fullest measure of benefit from a visit to
this congenial spot, it is advisable to spend, at least, a night
there. Then, after a peaceful sleep under the beautiful canopy
of heaven, you awake like a giant refreshed. There are a
number of waterfalls, the most prominent of which are locally
known as Yabba, Rainbow, Stony Creek, and Mimosa. Several
of the creeks and rivers on the level country below are fed by
the streams, which rise on the summit of the Tableland. In
the old coaching days the coach from Rockhampton to Springsure crossed Black Down Tableland before it passed through
Rolleston Station. It is stated that the Tableland was named

Wool on Motor Tractors at Longreach Railway Station.
by Mr. William Yaldwyn, of Shotover Station, after Black Down
in Sussex, England. A large portion of the Black Down Tableland has been reserved by the Government as a State Forest.
Hardwoods of great size and girth abound in large numbers.
Among other timbers to be found in fairly large quantities
are—Beefwood, bottle, crowsfoot elm, blackbutt, lignum vitas,
&c. There are fairly large areas on the Tableland suitable for
agricultural a^id cattle-grazing purposes,

CENTRAL QUEENSLAND.

35

In the Springsure district the mountainous scenery is full
of interest to the sight-seeing tourist. This picturesque place
is 206 miles by rail from Rockhampton. The peaks are composed of basalt, trachyte, and slates, and are of strange formation. The most conspicuous of these elevations are Virgin Rock,
Pinnacle Rock, Little and Big St. Peter, and the Natural
Archway.
The Consuelo Tableland, which is about 50 miles in a
south-easterly direction from Springsure, is about 3,700 ft
above sea level. The scenery on the summit and in the ravines
on its sides is wild and entrancing in its grandeur, while the
air is agreeably cool and refreshing. Plant life of different

Cattle on Mount Cornish Creek, Bowen Downs Station, Muttaburra
District.
kinds grows in great luxuriance. The soil on the top of the
Tableland is of a rich chocolate description, and is admirably
suitable for agricultural purposes. It is estimated that the
area of Consuelo Tableland aggregates about 28,000 acres.
Unfortunately, at the present time this Tableland is not
accessible to the average touristy owing to its distance from
the railway line,.
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The Buckland Tableland is also another very interesting
place in the Springsure district, but, like the Consuelo Tableland, it is somewhat difficult to reach. With the development
of Central Queensland, all of its Tablelands will eventually
become popular health and tourist resorts. The area of this
Tableland is estimated at over 120,000 acres, and is about 3,000 ft.
above sea level.
In the Emerald, Clermont, Blackall,
Lawrence districts many places possess
tourist. In the Clermont district, the Peak
many lofty peaks, are interesting to those
of a rugged and majestic order.

Longreach, and St.
attractions for the
Mountains, with its
who admire beauty

In the Gladstone district the tourist will find quite a
number of places well worthy of a visit. A cruise in a motorlaunch on the calm waters of Gladstone Harbour to the different
points of interest is calculated to give the fullest measure of
pleasure and satisfaction.
It is only by making a trip of
this description that it is possible for anyone to obtain a real
conception of the remarkable beauty of this harbour.
HEALTH RESORTS.
All of the Tablelands, and many of the other places, referred
to in the preceding pages, lend themselves as ideal resorts, but,
unfortunately, it is not possible for the health-seeker to obtain
anything in the shape of comfortable accommodation. Were it
possible to get this, there is no doubt that the places in question
would be visited annually by hundreds of people from all parts
of the Southern States.
However, there are many places connected by rail where
the tired, weary, and health-broken individual can seek rest
and quiet " far from the madding crowd's ignoble strife" under
most tranquil and refreshing conditions. Springsure, Clermont,
Aramac, and Barcaldine suggest themselves as highly desirable
places for the residents of the coastal towns to seek a change
from a muggy state of things into a drier and more bracing
atmosphere.
Then the victim to the racking pains of rheumatism, &e.,
can have his malady relieved, if not permanently cured, by
indulging in a bath in the artesian bore waters in the public
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baths at Barcaldine and Aramac. It is authoritatively stated
a number of people have been cured of their ailments after
a systematic course of treatment with the bore water. Both
Barcaldine and Aramac can be reached by rail from Rockhampton.
The watering places in the Rockhampton and Gladstone
districts are, of course, health resorts as well, and their
popularity in this respect is emphasised by the thousands of
people who flock thither at regular intervals every year for
the purpose of rehabilitating themselves physically.

The Thermal Baths at Barcaldine. •

The train, tram, taxi-cab, motor 'bus, and coach facilities
are of the most satisfactory nature, and tourists are afforded
a speedy means of viewing the most notable of the sights
with a minimum of time and expense and the maximum of
comfort and pleasure.
Admirable arrangements are made at the various hotels
and boarding-houses throughout Central Queensland for the
convenience and comfort of tourists at reasonable charges.
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FERTILE SOILS.
In Central Queensland there are several classes of soils of
great depth and richness suitable for the cultivation of a
great variety of crops on a large scale with much success. The
heavy black soil in the Western districts is most in evidence,
though in the dense vine scrubs nearer the coast large areas
of rich chocolate soil of volcanic origin exists. Along the banks
of various rivers and creeks the productive properties of the
soil have been immensely increased by extensive alluvial deposits.
In many parts of the division, particularly nearer the coast,
the soils are of a varied character, and it is not an uncommon
occurrence to find as many as four classes of soils in one
district. These comprise chocolate, black sandy loam, brown
loam, and a heavy black; all of these are admirably adapted
for the raising of different kinds of crops.

Stooks of Rye at Glenmore, Worth Rockhanvpton.
There is practically no limit to the variety of the crops
which can be, and are grown, in Central Queensland. In the
mid-western areas wheat, barley, oats, maize, &c, will yield quite
as prolifieally as they do in the more recognised agricultural
centres of the State, and lucerne and all other artificial grasses,
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Rhodes grass, for instance, also do exceptionally well. Fruits
of all kinds, more especially citrus, vine, and tropical, give
splendid returns annually, while potatoes, pumpkins, and
vegetables can be profitably grown without the slightest
difficulty. A number of the districts close to the coast possess
splendid sugar-growing areas, but the drawback to the
expansion of this phase of the agricultural industry is the lack
of sufficient sugar-mills in the Central Districts to crush the
cane. At the present time there is only one raw-sugar mill,
and that is on Baffle Creek, in the Gladstone district.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTRY.

The country near the coast in Central Queensland is
eminently suitable for general agricultural, dairying, and cattleraising purposes. A great extent of exceptionally fertile land
is held by pastoralists, very few of whom see the necessity of
using it for any other purpose than a grazing area for their
herds. Were many of these large cattle runs cut up into small
blocks, they would be eagerly selected by agriculturists, and,
in a short time, would be converted into quite a community of
productive agricultural settlements. In the Gladstone, Rockhampton, and St. Lawrence districts there are large stretches of
these fertile areas locked up for the time being.
The Gladstone district is surrounded by a number of large
cattle stations and thriving agricultural and dairying communities. It has also a meatworks and butter factory, both of
which are equipped on the most modern lines. The bulk of
the sugar-cane crushed by the Baffle Creek Mill is grown about
Murray's Creek, Rosedale, and Baffle Creek. A big percentage
of the growers are Germans, who have established a large
settlement of th^ir own on Baffle Creek. Much agricultural
development is taking place about Colosseum, Miriam Vale,
Bororen, Benaraby, in the valleys of the Boyne and Calliope
Rivers, Yarwun, Mount Larcom, Raglan, and other places within
close proximity to the North Coast Railway Line. The fertile
areas in the Dawson Valley district are also being settled upon,
and many of the new arrivals are doing well. Minerals
abound in the Gladstone district, several of the fields giving
very satisfactory returns. Gold, silver, copper, lead, manganese,
and limestone are chiefly found, and coal, wolfram, and
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molybdenite have also been proved to exist. At Many Peaks
immense quantities of copper-bearing flux ore are being obtained,
and at Ambrose there are limestone works, which supply many of
the sugar-mills with lime. Further along the line towards
Rockhampton limestone works are also established at Marmor.
Splendid agricultural and dairying country exists about Bajool,

Homestead

on Marian Downs Station, near Boulia.

Archer, Midgee, and right into the capital of Central Queensland. Bajool, which is only a short distance away from Port
Alma, is an admirable site for the establishment of meatworks
in the near future.
Rockhampton, the capital and principal port of Central
Queensland, is the outlet for one of the finest agricultural,
dairying, fruit-growing, and' pastoral districts in the State.
North, south, east, and west there are large communities of
prosperous agriculturists, who, in addition to tilling the land,
devote much attention to dairying. Fruit-growing is also carried
on successfully. Along the line to Yaamba much general farming, dairying, fruit-growing, and cattle-raising are indulged in.
The agricultural operations in the Barmoya Scrub at the foot
of Mount Etna call for special mention. Here dairying and
mixed farming are pursued. A large number of Germans have
also settled on the land under the group system, and are making
a comfortable livelihood. At Mount Etna a new industry has
been established by the erection of works for the treatment of
the guano deposits from the interior of the caves. Nearer the
city of Rockhampton a greater amount of attention is given to
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1. Products of Gindie State Farm, near Emerald.
2. Cattle on Gindie State Farm, near Emerald.
3. Products on Warren State Farm, near Bockhamyton.
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dairying and fruit-growing. Similar conditions obtain in and
around Yeppoon, and in the localities adjacent to the railway
line. Yeppoon has also splendid sugar-growing lands, but,
consequent upon the closing down of the sugar-mill at Farnborough, sugar-cane is only grown for fodder purposes. Along
the line to Emu Park dairying and fruit-growing are the
principal occupations of those on the land. At Mount Chalmers
there are large copper smelting works, which give employment
to a large number of people. To the south-west of Rockhampton are the Mount Morgan Gold and Copper Mines, which
have earned renown throughout the world on account of the
enormous wealth they have produced, and are still producing.
Dairying is systematically engaged in on the half-share principle

Wool-Scouring Works of the Western Queensland Meat Company
Proprietary, at BlachalU
on the picturesque Gracemere Station. There is also a butter
factory here. Many of the dairymen in the neighbourhood of
Gracemere and the adjoining districts take advantage of the
abundant water facilities to irrigate their crops during periods
of dry spells. In the Dalma Scrub, at Alton Downs, Morinish,
and South Yaamba the many well-conducted agricultural farms
and grazing homesteads furnish abundant proof of the prevailing prosperity.
Westward from the city the comfortable homes of hundreds
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of farmers are passed by in the Stanwell, Warren, Woodend,
Bushley, Wycarbah, and Westwood districts. Much agricultural
settlement has also taken place in the Gogango Scrub and on
Herbert's Creek, while in the Emerald and Springsure districts
a fair amount of general farming and dairying is followed.
Around Emerald and Gindie, in particular, it has been proved
beyond all doubt that wheat, oats, barley, and other crops can
be grown profitably* The wheat, which does exceedingly well,

/
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Sapphire Fields at Buhyvale, Anakie District.
is cultivated principally for chaffing purposes. At the Bluff,
which is on the Rockhampton side of the Central Line, there is
a colliery, from which considerable quantities of coal are
annually obtained. Blackwater, which is only a short distance
away, has large seams of coal of good quality awaiting development. To the north-west of Emerald there is a fine stretch
of country known as Peak Downs. Included in this area are
fully 3,000,000 acres of land equally as fertile as the famous
Darling Downs, but which at present is chiefly used for the
grazing of large flocks of sheep and herds of cattle. Further
along this branch line is Clermont, where gold, copper, silver,
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and wolfram are obtained, and at the terminus of the line afe
the Blair Athol Coal Mines, which are. assuming gigantic proportions owing to the extensive nature of the seams.
In the Anakie district sapphires, zircons, garnets, amethysts,
topaz, and other gems of exquisite beauty and lustre are being
found in large numbers at Sapphire and Rubyvale.
The remainder of the country westward to Longreach is
mainly utilised for the raising of merino sheep on an extensive
scale. Here and there are to be seen orchards, small dairy
farms, and vegetable gardens. Around Blackall, Tambo, Isisford,
Barcaldine, Aramac, Muttaburra, Ilfracombe, Longreach, and

The Township of Isisford,

Winton there are a number of very large sheep stations. In
several instances beef cattle and horses are also bred on the
runs in these localities. The country held by the pastoralists
in the districts mentioned chiefly consist of rich black soil
rolling downs, clothed with a variety of nutritious natural
grasses, and watered by numerous artesian bores. Among those
stations calling for special mention are:—Terrick Terrick,
Northampton Downs, and Alice Downs (Blackall district);
Mount Enniskillen (Tambo district); Isis Downs and Mount
Marlow (Isisford district); Barcaldine Downs, Coreena, and
Saltern Creek (Barcaldine district); Aramac and Stainburn
Downs (Aramac district); Boweri Downs, Corinda, Mount
Cornish (Muttaburra district); Portland Downs and Wellshot
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(Ilfracombe district); Darr River Downs, Corona and Silsoe,
Tocal, Evesham, Bimerah, and Bimbah (Longreach district);
and Oondooroo, Elderslie, Kynuna (Winton district). A number
of the pastoralists have brightened the appearance of their
homesteads by flower gardens, orchards, and vegetable patches.
The principal towns in the far western portions of Central
Queensland are Longreach, Barcaldine, Blackall, and Winton.
Several of these are attractively laid out, the main streets being
beautified with avenues of flowering shade trees. Barcaldine is
especially picturesque in this respect.
Beyond Longreach, more particularly near the South Australian border, pastoralists devote much attention to the breeding
of beef cattle and horses, as well as sheep.
About Kynuna, Winton, Jundah, and in the Diamantina
River country opals of much beauty are found.

;

The Township of Bogantungan.

Central Queensland has a splendid railway system,, direct
communication being established between Longreach and the
port of Rockhampton. There are also several feeders, or branch
lines, from the main line running north, south, east, and west
into agricultural and pastoral areas. In the Gladstone district
the rich agricultural and mineral country is tapped by a branch
line as far as Many Peaks.
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1. TFesi&owrne Wool-scour, Barcaldine.
2. Portable Shearing Plant on Aviemore Station, Aramqc,
3. Interior of Westbourne Wool-scour, Barcaldine,
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INDUSTRIES OF CENTRAL QUEENSLAND.
The primary industries of Central Queensland have made
marvellous expansion during the past ten years. By way of
explanation, it may be mentioned that the statistics quoted in
connection with the different industries were specially prepared
for this book by the State Government Statistician, the latest
available being those for 1912. Wherever it has been possible to
do so, figures for 1913 have also been used. In 1912, the primary
industries of Central Queensland were valued at £5,042,819.
THE PASTORAL WEALTH.
Slieep.
Central Queensland is recognised as the home of the
merino sheep. Out of a total of 20,310,036 in the whole State in

Sheep on Glenbuck Station, Barcaldine District.
1912, there were 10,509,825 sheep in the Central Districts. In
1902 the flocks for this portion of Queensland only numbered
2,885,205, This represents an increase of 7,624,620 in ten years.
In 1912 the clip totalled 66,520,993 lb., and was valued at
£2,702,366. During the same year 1^5,237 sheep were slaughtered

£or human consumption,
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A good number of the stations are hundreds of square miles
in area. Warenda Station, in the Winton district, is the largest
station in Queensland, being 5,000 square miles in area, and
carrying 117,633 sheep. There are hundreds of runs carrying
from 20,000 to over 90,000 sheep. Among the larger runs may
be mentioned:—Rockwood (near Tangorin), 188,152; Wellshot
(near Ilfracombe), 186,601; Bowen Downs (Muttaburra district),
175,400; Terrick Terrick (Blackall district), 144,771; Barcaldine
Downs (Barcaldine), 140,000; Northampton Downs (Blackall
district), 137,752; Darr River Downs (Longreach district),
135,000; Isis Downs (Isisford district), 133,000; Corona and
Silsoe (Longreach district), 132,998; Corinda (Muttaburra district), 117,575; Kynuna (Winton district), 114,868; Mount
Cornish (Muttaburra district), 100,207; Tocal (Longreach district), 98,000; Portland Downs (Ilfracombe district), 98,555;
Elderslie (Winton district), 97,365; Mount Enniskillen (Tambo
district), 94,956; Evesham (Longreach district), 94,000; Oondooroo (Winton district), 92,521; Coreena (Barcaldine district),
92,000; Logan Downs (Clermont district), 91,770. The foregoing
figures are for the year 1912.

Shearers9 Bates.
According to the award of the Commonwealth Arbitration
and Conciliation Court on the 27th October, 1911, and which
will remain in force for five years from that date, the following
rates of wages were fixed for shed and station hands:—Shearers
(adults), 24s. per 100 for flock sheep, 30s. per 100 for stud ewes,
48s. per 100 for stud rams; shed hands (adults), 37s. 6d. per
week and found; youths, 18 and under 21 years, 30s. and found;
youths under 18 years, 25s. and found; cooks, 4s. per week per
man, with a minimum wage of 50s. per week and found; wool
pressers, £3 5s. per week for piece-work (minimum), or £2 10s.
and found.
Grazing Farms.

In recent years many portions of the large sheep runs, held
on leasehold tenure, have been resumed by the Government and
cut up into blocks of about 10,000 to 20,000 acres each as grazing
farms. Many people have settled on such holdings in the
Western country, and are doing well.
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Grazing farms may be secured on lease for a period of up
to twenty-eight years. The average annual rent is about 2d.
per acre. No grazing farm can exceed 60,000 acres in area. The
limitation of area is determined by the rent value, an annual
rental of £200 being the limitation. Thus, of lands open at 2d.
per acre, the greatest area obtainable would be 24,000 acres;
at l|d. per acre, 32,000 acres; and so on. The term of lease
may be any number of years not exceeding twenty-eight, as the
opening notification may declare. The annual rent for the first
period of seven years is fixed by departmental notification, or
by tender. The rent for each subsequent period will be determined by the Land Court.

Horses on Bimbah Station, Longreach District.
Cost of Acquiring a Grazing Farm.
The average annual rent of a grazing farm is 2d. per acre.
As an example, a 20,000-acre farm may be taken. The cost of
survey would be £60, and the annual rent during the first seven
years would be £166 13s. 4d. The cost of survey is distributed
over five equal payments during the first five years of the lease.
4
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The initial cost of starting on a 20,000-acre farm would be
approximately, as under: —
First year's rent
One-fifth survey fee
Fencing 23 miles, less 7 miles contributed by
adjoining selectors = 16 miles, at £30 per
mile
Hut and sheepyard
Woolshed for five shearers
Woolpress
Dray
Two horses
...
...
Harness, tools, and sundries
Wages (one man) and rations for year
Artesian bore, say, 1,500 feet
Sundries

£ s. d.
166 13 4
12 0 0
480
75
70
30
15
40
40
100
2,250
62

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
11 8

3,341 5 0

Charming Homestead on Alice Downs Station, Blachall District.

Cost of Artesian Bores.
An artesian bore is included in the foregoing, the cost being
calculated on the basis of 30s. (including all expenses) per
foot on 1,500 feet, the average depth of artesian bores in the
sheep country of the State. The following are the charges
for boring only:—For the first 1,000 ft, 16s.; 1,000 ft. to
1,500 ft., 17s.; 1,500 ft. to 2,000 ft, 18s.; 2,000 ft. to 2,500 ft,
19s.; 2,500 ft. to 3,000 ft., 20s. The foregoing prices depend
to a great extent upon the facilities available in the district
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in which the bores are about to be put down—such as transport,
and wood and water. Where a farm is watered by natural
streams no bore would be necessary. Even where there is no
natural supply of water a farm might be supplied from a bore
on an adjacent property. Iii this latter case an annual charge
would be made by the owner of the bore, such charge usually
being about £50.

Artesian Bore on Alice Downs Station,

Blachall

District.

Water Conservation.
Under " The Rights in Water and Water Conservation and
Utilization Act of 1910," grazing farmers and pastoralists are
afforded assistance by the Government in putting down artesian
bores on their holdings. Hereunder is an example of what
can be done under the Act in question: —
M

s.

d.

Cost of putting down a bore on & grazing area,
of.60,000 acres, the whole of which would be
benefited, say
2,000 0 0
20 miles of drains at <£15 per mile
... 300 0 0
Total cost of work

2,300 0 0

This cost would be treated as a loan to the grazing farmer
or pastoralist for a period of thirty years, and the annual
charges thereon would be: —
£
Interest and redemption on £2,300 at £5 15s.
8d. per cent, per annum...
Maintenance and administration of works, say ...
Total annual charge

s. d.

133 0 4
200 0 0
333 0 4
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Or equivalent to a rate or charge per acre of 1.33d., or less
than l|d. At the end of the thirty years' period the bore would
become the property of the grazing farmer or pastoralist.
What a Grazing Farm will Carry.
A grazing farm of 20,000 acres, including the improvements mentioned, can work 6,000 sheep safely. This number,
with ordinary management, would return £600 a year net, after
paying all expenses. The carrying capacity of the farm may

Shorthorns and Herefords on Applevale Station,
District, near Hockhampton.

Morinish

generally be increased by subdividing—that is to say, if the
farm is divided into two paddocks, it will carry 7,000 sheep; if
into three paddocks, 8,000 sheep; if four, 9,000 sheep. Every
1,000 sheep means £100 a year profit. There are some welldivided farms, which have carried 13,000 sheep all the year round
for years.
Wool scouring1 Works,
The principal wool-scouring works in Central Queensland
are situated at Longreach, Ilfracombe, Barcaldine, Winton, and
Blackall. At these works the sheep of a large number of the
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smaller graziers are also shorn every season. In this respect
hundreds of thousands of sheep are put through the hands
of the shearers. The water used in connection with the woolscouring operations is obtained from artesian bores.
Messrs. Edkins, Marsh, and Co.'s works at Longreach and
Ilfracombe shore 760,000 sheep in 1912, and 770,000 in 1913.
The number of bales of wool scoured during these periods was
8,000 and 10,000 respectively. In 1912, 818,000 sheep were

Interior of Messrs. Edkins, Marsh, and Company's WoolScouring Works, Longreach.

sold, and in 1913, 900,000. At the Longreach works 15/16d. per
lb. is charged for scouring greasy wool, and at Ilfracombe §d.
per lb.
At the Westbourne works, near Barcaldine, there are three
sets of scouring plants, each with a capacity for handling 25
bales per day of eight hours, and giving employment to 20
men all the year round. There are sixteen shearing stands, and
2,000 sheep are put through daily during the season by 40
shearers, This scour has an artesian bore with a depth of
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2,000 ft., a flow of 750,000 gallons daily, and a temperature of
120 degrees. This works is owned by the Western Queensland
Meat Company Proprietary, Ltd.
The works of Messrs. McLaughlin's, Ltd., at Barcaldine,
gives employment to 55 men during the season, shears from
100,000 to 120,000 sheep, and scours 6,000 bales of wool. There
are twenty-three shearing stands, and about 3,000 sheep are
shorn daily. The artesian bore has a flow of 50,000 gallons
daily, a depth of over 2,000 ft, and a temperature of 110 degrees.
At Blackall the works of the "Western Queensland Meat
Company Proprietary, Ltd., siiore 24,900 sheep during the 1913
season, scoured 5,235 bales of wool, and also forwarded to the
wool sales 3,723 bales of greasy wool. The net average weight
of a bale of scoured wool was 224 lb., and that of greasy wool
390 lb. The charges for scouring at these works are as
follows:—Id. per lb. on net scoured weight of all wools, except
stained pieces, locks, and 3rd lambs, which are charged for at
the rate of Id. per lb.; packs are supplied at cost price; and for
dumping the charge is Is. 6d. per bale. There are twenty stands
in the shearing shed, and from 40 to 50 shearers are employed
during the season and paid according to the award fixed by the
Commonwealth
Arbitration
and Conciliation
Court.
Tne
expenses of the shearers in connection with their mess averages
about 15s. per week, with an additional charge of 5s. per man
for the payment of the cook. The proprietors of the Blackall
works have decided to duplicate the plant at an early date.
The artesian bore has an estimated flow of 1,000,000 gallons, a
temperature of 130 degrees, and a depth of 2,500 ft.
It may be mentioned that there is also a wool scour at
Rockhampton.
The output of all the wool-scouring establishments in 1912
was valued at £568,528.
Angora Goat$? &c.
The breeding of Angora goats is carried on by several of
the pastoralists, but not to any great extent. The primary
object for raising these animals is for their flesh, hides, and, in
some cases, mohair. On Fernlees Station, in the Springsure
district, Angora goats are bred for their mutton, which is
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1. Mob of Fat Cattle for Lake's Creek Meatworks,
2. Mob of Sheep at Longreach.
3. Beef Shorthorns on Thornleigh Station, Blackall
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Mockhampton.
District,
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similar to that of sheep. A great deal of the western country
is admirably adapted for the raising of this quadruped on a
large scale.
The common goat is also bred in fairly large numbers
in the western districts of Central Queensland for domestic
purposes.

Herd of Angora Goats on a Western

Station.

Cattle.
In 1912 the herds of Central Queensland totalled l,286,0S8,
or nearly one-fourth of the total number depastured in the
whole State. This industry has made wonderful advancement
during the past ten years, the herds being increased three-fold
in that period. Herefords and Shorthorns are principally bred
for the meatworks, but on a few stations Norfolk Red Polls
and Aberdeen-Angus Black Polls are also raised. Stud farms
exist in different portions of the division, and the progeny of
the pedigreed stock are regularly sold to station owners desirous
of improving their herds. That the breeding of cattle for the
meat market is a paying proposition is abundantly proved by
the high prices the beasts are fetching at the present time.
Buyers for the various meatworks are to be found in all the
cattle districts arranging deals with the breeders for the
purchase of stock of all ages. Comparatively speaking, higher
prices are being paid for young steers than the more
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animals. Drafts of young stock are bought up, and then
fattened on well-grassed areas within close proximity to the
meatworks. In a short time the wisdom of the transaction is
made apparent by the way the young steers have developed into
beasts of splendid proportions. Exceptionally high prices are
being paid for fat stock, and as a consequence breeders are
reaping a golden harvest.
In 1912 the number of cattle
slaughtered for human consumption in the Central Districts
totalled 91,168.
The following is a list of the largest cattle stations in this
division of Queensland, according to the latest available official
figures:—Brighton Downs (Winton district), 22,061; Davenport

Stud Herefords on Torsdale Station, Banana District.
Downs (Winton district), 20,087; Consuelo (Springsure district),
17,700; Chatsworth (Boulia district), 17,435; Malvern Downs
(Clermont district), 17,119; Wealwandangie
(Springsure
district), 16,001; Camboon (Banana district), 15,816; Bulliwallah
(Clermont district), 14,929; Moray Downs (Clermont district),
14,426; Banchory and Islay Plains (Clermont district), 14,120;
Planet Downs (Springsure district), 14,000; Marion Downs
(Boulia district), 13,798; Coorabul&a (Boulia district), 12,947.
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The Meat Industry,
There are two large meatworks in Central Queensland—one
on. Lake's Creek, Rockhampton, and the other at Parson's
Point, Gladstone. Both of these works are fitted up with the
most modern machinery and plants for the handling of beef
and mutton for human consumption on a large scale. The
value of this industry to the Central Division of the State was
estimated at £648,267 in 1912.

Stud Norfolk Bed Polls on Torsdale Station, Banana District.
The Central Queensland Meat Export Co., Ltd., handled
55,000 head of cattle and a like number of sheep at its Lake's
Creek works in 1913. The quantity of beef and mutton frozen
totalled 30,000,000 lb., and 6,093,000 lb. were canned. The total
value of the year's operations in these directions was:—Frozen
meats, £375,000; canned meats, £50,775. The exports were: —
Frozen meats, 13,000 tons, valued at £485,333; canned meats,
1,600 tons, valued at £89,600. The works has a capacity for
handling 500 head of cattle and 3,000 sheep per day, with a
cold storage space for 3,000 tons. During the season 550 men
are employed, the wages sheet totalling £1,750 per week.
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The Gladstone Meatworks is in a position to treat 350
head of cattle and 3,500 sheep daily, and has a storage capacity
for 2,500 tons. Employment is given to 200 hands during the
season, and about £1,000 are paid away weekly in wages.

Horses.
The breeding of horses is also a splendid paying industry
in Central Queensland. The classes of animals bred comprise
bloods, light and heavy draughts, Suffolk Punches, and remounts
for military purposes.. Sales are regularly held at Rockhampton, Barcaldine, and Longreach, and are attended by
buyers with commissions from India and the Far East.
Out of a total of 674,573 horses in Queensland in 1912,
165,749 of these were in the Central Districts.
Waverley Station, in the St. Lawrence district, carries the
greatest number of horses in Central Queensland, with 730 head.
Other large breeding stations include:—Warbreccan (Jundah
district), 679; Saltbush Park (St. Lawrence district), 696;
Logan Downs (Clermont district), 566; Kilcummin (Clermont
district), 529; Wellshot (Ilfracombe district), 523; Marion
Downs (Boulia district), 510; Chatsworth (Boulia district), 501:
Cork and Matahma (Winton district), 500; Corona and Silsoe
(Longreach district), 477; Camboon (Banana district), 460;
Ellerslie (St. Lawrence district), 458; Gracemere and 15-mile
(Rockhampton district), 454; Darr River Downs (Longreach
district), 454; Malvern Downs (Clermont district), 450; Monkira
(Bedourie district), 448; Peak Downs (Clermont district), 445;
Coorabulka (Boulia district), 445; Balmoral (Yaamba district),
430; Elderslie (Winton district), 423; Northampton Downs
(Blackall district), 420.
At Rewan, in the Consuelo country, 35 miles south of
Rolleston, the State Police Force has a stud station for the
breeding of horses for the use of the mounted police. The
area of the station is 78,000 acres.
With a view of maintaining the high standard of the
Queensland horseflesh, all stallions presented for exhibition at
agricultural and pastoral shows are subjected to a searching
veterinary examination in regard to their soundness,
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AGBICULTUBAL DEVELOPMENT.
Though the agricultural possibilities of Central Queensland
are equally as good as those in other parts of the State, it is
only of recent years that any marked development has taken
place in this direction. When the fact becomes generally known
throughout the world that large areas of fertile virgin country,
suitable for the cultivation of all classes of crops, is available
for selection on the easiest of terms and conditions, much
agricultural development is sure to follow. As it is, numbers
of agriculturist s from distant parts of the Commonwealth and
the world generally have been induced to inspect the land, with
the result that they have settled on it, and are now on a fair
way towards becoming prosperous.

Homestead on Rodney Downs Station, Bfracombe District.
In 1912 there were 10,749 acres under cultivation, and 6,80G
acres under crops. The number of persons engaged in the
farming industry in 1912 numbered 939. The total value of
agricultural production in that year was £63,087. The value
of the machinery used in connection with agriculture amounted
to-£30,685..
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Generally speaking, the agricultural districts are well
watered by permanent rivers and creeks. In other localities,
where no permanent watercourses exist, an ample supply of
water can be obtained by sinking wells to a shallow depth.
A fair amount of irrigation is carried on in different portions
of the division. The greatest area under irrigation was in the
Rockhampton district, where 37 settlers had 485 acres watered
by artificial means. Other irrigated areas were:—Blackall,
31 acres; Clermont, 27 acres; Emerald, 23 acres; Gladstone,
21 acres; Longreach, 19 acres; Winton, 18 acres; Isisford, 12
acres; Muttaburra and Barcaldine, 10 acres each. The irrigation
plants were valued at £6,132. In the western districts the water
from the artesian bores is chiefly used for the irrigation
operations,

Sheep on the State Farm at Oindie, Emerald

District.

State Enco.uragement.
The Government assists in every way possible to further
the primary industries of the State, and the many experts
associated with the Department of Agriculture and Stock are
always at the disposal of the man on the land. This is particularly the case in connection with the settler who is engaged
in general farming, dairying, fruit-growing, &c. Further, this
Department, by means of State Farms, demonstrates in a
practical manner what the land is capable of producing profit-
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Stock Parade at the Rockhampton Annual Show.
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ably. An efficient system of dairy inspection and testing o£
herds is also carried out by Government officials, and by this
means a marked improvement has been brought about in
dairying generally. There are two State Farms in Central
Queensland-—one at Warren, 18 miles from Rockhampton, and
the other at Gindie (in the Emerald district), 178 miles from
Rockhampton.
The Warren State Farm is 1,024 acres in area, and the
operations are carried out on the most scientific lines. Last
year there were 172 acres under cultivation—25 acres lucerne,
21 acres maize, 6 acres English potatoes, 3 acres sweet potatoes,
20 acres wheat, 6 acres Californian feed barley, 4 acres Manchurian millet, 6 acres panicum, 3 acres citrus fruits, 1 acre
grapes, and 77 acres Rhodes grass. The maize crop on this
Farm has yielded as high as 104 bushels to the acre. Rice has
also been successfully grown. The dairy herd consists chiefly of
purebred Ayrshires. During twelve months' milking, 18 of the
cows earned on an average 18s. per month per cow. Clydesdale
horses and Berkshire pigs are also bred. There is a reinforced
concrete tub silo, with a capacity of 100 tons. The silage is
composed of chaffed panicum and green maize stalks. All the
buildings on the Farm are of modern construction. The water
supply is obtained from a well by means of a windmill, and
stored in a large elevated tank, from which it is reticulated to
different portions of the Farm. It is proposed at an early dale
to establish classes in general agriculture on this Farm for a
limited number of students at a time.
The Gindie State Farm consists of an area of over 11,000
acres. Here there were nearly 100 acres under different crops
in 1913, the principal being:—Wheat, 60 acres; oats, 10 acres;
barley and rye, 5 acres; Indian maize, 8 acres.
Citrus and
deciduous fruits are also grown. The breeding of stock is one
of the chief features on this Farm. The merino sheep, with a
small stud of the Hazeldine strain, number 1,000. In addition
to these, there are 500 grade beef Shorthorns, a small milking
herd for farm use, and a number of pedigreed Suffolk Punches.
The reinforced concrete silo has a capacity of 100 tons, and the
silage is made from chaffed green maize stalks and sorghum.
In February last a large shed was stacked with 100 tons of
wheaten and oaten hay.
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Sugar.
Different parts of Central Queensland are eminently adapted
for the cultivation of sugar-cane. The fact that there is only
one sugar mill in the division has precluded the expansion of
this highly profitable industry.
The greater portion of the
sugar-cane crushed is grown in the Gladstone district, the chief
centres being Baffle Creek, Rosedale, and Murray's Creek. The
mill, which crushes the cane from these areas, is situated on the
left bank of Baffle Creek. Years ago Yeppoon was a promising

Baffle Creek Haw Sugar

Mill.

sugar-growing district, but since the mill at Parnborough closed
down the industry has languished, and the growers had, perforce,
to turn their attention to other forms of agriculture. When the
Farnborough mill was in full swing, there were about thirty
canegrowers in the Yeppoon district. Fully 1,000 acres were
under sugar-cane, and nearly 1,000 tons of raw sugar were
annually made. Several of the growers harvested crops which
yielded as high as 45 tons to the acre.
The rich chocolate soil in the Barmoya Scrub is also suitable for the successful cultivation of cane. In the Mount Larcom
district, particularly on the 80-acre blocks held under the
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Miners' Homestead Leases, a number of the settlers are growing
cane, and at a profit, too, despite that they have to send it all
the way to Bundaberg to be crushed. Experimental plots of
the saccharine product in the Alton Downs, Woodend, and
Bushley districts demonstrate most conclusively that the scrub
lands are suitable for its cultivation.
According to official figures, there were only 537 acres under
sugar-cane in 1912, and the whole of this was grown in the
Gladstone district. Of this area only 397 acres were crushed,
for a yield of 6,610 tons, the value thereof being £4,970. Last
year (1913) only 309 acres were crushed, the total yield being

Mr, P. P. Capper's Wheat Farm at Emerald.
5,704 tons. The total area under cane was a little over 500
acres. The Baffle Creek mill, which has a capacity for
crushing 20,000 tons of cane annually, put 5,287 tons through
its rollers in 1912, and manufactured 466 tons of raw sugar
therefrom.
In 1913, the crops were seriously damaged by
floods, consequently the quantity of cane crushed was considerably smaller. From 4,183 tons of cane the mill produced 400
tons of raw sugar. The growers are paid 18s. 2d. per ton for
their cane. This amount includes the 8s. 8d. fixed under the.
provisions of the Sugar Growers Act of 1913.
5
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The major portion of the sugar-cane produced in the
Gladstone district comes from the German settlement on Baffle
Creek.
The largest suppliers to the Baffle Creek mill in 1912 and
1913 were:—P. Biskup, O. Beutel, A. Josephi, C. Oderski, J. A.
Richter, F. Sbresni, H. V. Webster, F. A. Zischke, A. Shearer,
H. Grieving, G. Wandrey, W. Otto, C. Schmeider, JV Pittuck, W.
Simmonds, and A. Ohlsen. Their yields of cane ranged from
161 tons to 321 tons, and their areas from 5 acres to 25 acres.
Wheat.
That wheat can be successfully grown for grain as well as
for hay has been proved by the operations of the settlers in the
Clermont, Emerald, Gindie, Springsure, and Rockhampton

Mr. Jas. Sinclair's Wheat Farm at Emerald.
districts. In 1912 only 7 acres were harvested for grain, the
yield being 84 bushels. A good percentage of the 2,697 acres
shown by the State Government Statistician as hay of all kinds
grown in the foregoing districts is, however, made up of wheat.
From this it will be understood that the greater portion of
the wheat cultivated is cut for fodder. Many of the farmers
convert the wheaten hay into chaff, and obtain as much as
£6 10s. per ton for it on the rails at the station nearest their
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Three Modern Butter Factories.
1. Eockhampton Co-Operative Dairy Company,
Limited.
2. Conaghan Brothers, Bockhampton.
3. Por£ Curtis Co-Operative Dairy Company, Limite
d, Gladstone.
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selections. Last year a considerably larger area than previously
was planted with wheat, and several of the selectors who
reaped it for grain averaged 18 bushels per acre.
The largest growers of wheat for hay or grain respectively
in 1913 were:—Retro Station (Clermont district), 106 acres;
Gindie State Farm, 60 acres; Daniels Brothers (Gindie), 250
acres; A. McLaughlin (Springsure district), 80 acres; J. Sinclair (Emerald district), 30 acres; S. Smith (Emerald district),
20 acres; P. P. Capper (Emerald district), 25 acres; A. C. Stoltz
(Emerald district), 25 acres; and R. Swadling (Emerald district),
17 acres. Messrs. A. McLaughlin and P. Wheeler (Springsure
district) are also growers of wheat for hay. In many instances
these selectors have stated that they intend increasing their
wheat areas this year, and have purchased reapers and binders
in order to harvest their crops more advantageously.
Mr. T. C. Daniels, of Gindie, gives the following particulars
in regard to the cultivation and harvesting of wheat. The first
ploughing, he says, will cost 15s. per acre, but afterwards it
will only be 5s. for the same area. Other expenditure includes: —
Seed wheat, about 8s. per acre; cultivating after first ploughing,
2s. 6d. per acre; harvesting with reaper and binder, 5s. per
acre; carting and stooking, 5s. per acre; total expenditure,
£1 5s. 6d. per acre. The cost of cutting a ton of chaff is about
£1 5s., and bags are 8d. each. His crop averaged 30 cwt. to the
acre, and he received £6 10s. per ton for his wheaten chaff on
the rails at Gindie station.
Maize.
The cultivation of this crop also pays well in most of the
agricultural areas in Central Queensland. In 1912, the return
from 1,242 acres was 23,432 bushels. The Rockhampton district
produced 12,372 bushels from 694 acres, Gladstone district
8,590 bushels from 447 acres, and the St. Lawrence district 2,020
bushels from 82 acres.
With the settlement of the country in the Emerald, Springsure, Gogango Scrub, Dawson Valley, Alton Downs, Dalma
Scrub, North and South Yaamba, St. Lawrence, Stanwell,
Woodend, Bushley, Barmoya Scrub, Mt. Larcom, Yarwun, and
Boyne and Calliope Valleys, and Gladstone districts, a much
larger area has been cropped with maize this year, and as a
consequence the production will be considerably increased.
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In several cases yields of from 80 to 110 bushels per acre
have been obtained by farmers who have given more than
ordinary attention to their crops. Messrs. Lehfeldt Bros., of
Woodend, have the honour of obtaining the highest yield per acre
in Central Queensland—110 bushels from a 10-acre block.

A Cotton Plantation on the Central Railway Line.
Other Crops.
A study of the appended table will show the variety of
other crops which can be grown in the Central Districts. The
returns are for the year 1912:—
Crop.
Area.
Acres.
Barley
2
Potatoes (English) ...
... 281
Potatoes (Sweet) ...
... 91
Pumpkins and Melons ... 167
Cotton
... 18
Coffee
2.
Hay (all kinds)
... 2,697
Green Fodder
... 516
Gardens and Orchards ... 531
Other Crops
... 138

Yield.
10 bushels
540 tons
311 tons
347 tons
200 lbs.
930 lbs.
4,590 tons
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Cotton grows well in different parts of the division, particularly at Emerald and Stanwell. Though only 18 acres are
officially shown as having been harvested in 1912, last year
there was a considerably larger area under this crop in the
Clermont and Stanwell districts. In the former district alone
there were over 100 acres. Mr. J. J. O'Brien, of Capella, who is
a large grower, states that he has obtained 1,200 lb. from an
acre of cotton. For this he received l|d. per lb. for the raw
material, and paid Jd. per lb. for the picking. He estimates
that the receipts from an acre are £7 10s., the expenses of
cultivation and harvesting at £3, leaving a net profit of £4 10s.
Small areas of coffee are grown in the Rockhampton and
Mount Larcom districts. The German settlers in the Mount
Larcom district are also growing small plots of cotton and
chicory.
Vegetables of all kinds also do well in all portions of Central
Queensland, and many of the growers make a very comfortable
livelihood by marketing their produce.
A number of the
pastoralists have splendid vegetable gardens, the crops being
raised by irrigating with the water from the artesian bores.

Mr. J. Edminstone's Dairy Herd at Craig end Farm, Belmont
Pocket, Bockhampton.
Dairying.
Every year a marked advancement in the dairying industry
in Central Queensland is recorded. It would be difficult to find
more favourable conditions in any other portion of the State
than exist in t h i s division. When more attention is devoted to
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the breeding of the best milk-producing strains of cattle, this
industry is bound to make more pronounced progress in the
Central Districts.
A number of the settlers in the Rockhampton, St. Lawrence,
and Gladstone districts are doing well out of dairying, the
returns from the best herds ranging from 15s. to 20s. per month
per cow during the year. In one or two instances the cows
earn as high as 27s. per cow per month. Mr. J. Edminstone,
of Craigend Farm, Belmont Pocket, is one of the most successful
dairymen in the Rockhampton district. He milks as a rule 90
cows during the year, and each of these earn, on an average,
20s. per month. The highest return from one cow was 27s. per
month. The cows are fed on the natural grasses only. In
January last 105 grade Ayrshires, Shorthorns, and Jerseys
earned £121; February—115 cows, £111; March—105 cows, £101;
April—100 cows, £104; May—90 cows, £66; June—75 cows, £55;
July—60 cows, £58. Mr. Edminstone has, according to his
books, been receiving similar satisfactory returns from his
milking herd for many years past. Other successful dairymen
include:—J. T. Coates, Rockhampton; Stewart Bros., Alton
Downs; J. T. Alexander, H. Voelkel, and J. F. Marsden (Dalma
Scrub); H. G. Poelitz and Lehfeldt Bros. (Woodend); E. Holland, Bushley; J. Whiteley, Wycarbah; R. Johnson, Barmoya
Scrub; W. Kerr, Yeppoon; D. Curran and G. A. Holzheimer
(Yarwun); J. McLellan, Miriam Vale; D. Cumming, Bororen;
W. J. Blomfield, Colosseum; Bennet Bros., Rosedale; C. and
N. Farmer and the Laver family (Gogango); M. T. Bourke,
Springsure.
There are four butter factories in full swing in Central
Queensland—two in Rockhampton, one on Gracemere Station,
and one in Gladstone. Emerald has also a factory, but it is not
in operation at the present time. Last year, Messrs. Conaghan
Bros.' factory at Rockhampton manufactured 202,999 lb. of
commercial butter, which was. valued at £8,651. The sum of
£7,800 was paid to the 98 suppliers of cream during the year,
the individual monthly cheques varying from £91 16s. 3d. to
£64 4s. 4d. The price paid for cream varied from l l | d . to 9d.
per lb., and averaged for the year lOJd. The Rockhampton
Co-operative Dairy Co., Ltd., manufactured 537,600 lb. of commercial butter in 1913. There were 250 suppliers of cream, the
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largest being:—J. Edminstone, Belmont Pocket; Fairbairn Pastoral Company, Capella; Ayrshire Park, Alton Downs; C.Murray,
Fitzroy Park; S. Bodero, Bajool; C. and N. Farmer, Gogango.
The monthly cheques for cream ranged from £121 12s. 3d. to
£35 17s. 5d. throughout the year. The average price paid for
cream during the year was lOd. per lb., while the highest
amount given was lid. The Gracemere Butter Factory manufactures from 4 to 6 tons of butter monthly, and chills 200
gallons of milk daily. The Port Curtis Co-operative Dairy Co.,
Ltd., at its Gladstone factory, manufacture d 604,525 lb. of butter
last year, between 40 and 50 tons of which was exported to

Stack Silo on Bariveloe Farm, Colosseum, Gladstone

District.

London and South Africa. The amount paid annually to the
184 suppliers totalled £23,341 Is. lOd. Highest monthly cheques
for cream:—Wil son and McDouall (Calliope Station), £262
16s. 8d.; E. B. Rancland, £66 10s. 5d.; E. Hills, £55 12s. 2d.; Blomfield and Dahl, £48 8s.; A. Dahl, £40 19s. 3d.; J. McLellan
(Miriam Vale), £41 18s. 4d. The annual sales of butter were
valued at £26,352.
Mr. E. Holland, of Lee Farm, on Sandy Creek, in the Bushley
district, has demonstrated in a small way the possibilities of
cheese-maki ng in Central Queensland. Every year Mr. Holland
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sends a splendid exhibit of Cheshire cheeses to the Rockhampton and Sydney shows. The cheese is of excellent flavour, and
compares very favourably with the best brands. In 1907, it
may be mentioned that 13,440 lb. of cheese were manufactured in
the Gladstone district. Official records show that no cheese was
manufactured in Central Queensland in 1912.
In 1912, the dairy herds of Central Queensland numbered
26,337 head, and these were distributed amongst 766 dairymen.
The total milk production was 2,764,275 gallons, and of this
1,767,712 gallons were separated for sale, and 224,903 gallons
were sold for human consumption. The quantity of butter
manufactured during the year under review totalled .1,061,541
lb.—905,613 lb. by factories, and 155,928 by farmers. The butter
production was valued at £57,860. In 1907, 870,684 lb. of butter
were made. The number of persons following dairying as an
occupation in 1912 totalled 1,125. The machinery used in conjunction with this industry was valued at £10,960.
Half-share Dairying.
Several of the large pastoralists have indicated the great
possibilities of this industry by the establishment of model

One of the Half-share Dairies on the 15-Mile Station,
Rockhampton
District.
dairy farms on their runs. These farms are run on the halfshare system, and are good paying propositions. The pastoralists
have fitted up the farms and dairies on the most modern lines,
stocked them with the best breeds of cattle, and placed them
under the management of experienced dairymen wherever it has
been possible to do so. The latter are expected to find all the
labour on the farm, and after all expenses are paid they are
entitled to take a half-share of the profits.
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On Calliope Station, in the Gladstone district, there are four
well-arranged dairy farms.
Each has a 110-ton reinforced
concrete silo, and is stocked with different breeds of grade cattle,
the strains comprising Shorthorns, Ayrshires, Illawarras, and
Jerseys. The standard of the herd is maintained by the services
of pedigreed bulls. The country is well watered throughout,
and is admirably adapted for dairying. The area of the farms
is from 550 to 700 acres, and each carries 150 head of milkers at
a time. A milking machine has been installed on one the
farms, but on the others the cows are milked by hand. Last
year (1913) the tenant's share of the returns for cream, &c,
on No. 1 farm totalled £505 6s. 3d.; No. 2 farm, £467 17s. 4d.;
No. 3 farm, £415 16s. 5d.; No. 4 farm, £415 12s. The milkers in
each of the herds earn on an average about 18s. per head per
month. Different kinds of crops are grown on the farms, such

Ayrshire Calves on Oakley Farm {one of the Half-Share Dairies
on the 15-Mile Station, Rockhampton District).
as maize, lucerne, oats, Indian cane, &c. The cream is sent by
rail to the Gladstone Butter Factory at regular intervals every
week. The cost of cultivating, harvesting, and chaffing the 14
acres of green maize required to fill each of the silos is
estimated at 8s. per ton. Messrs. Wilson and McDouall are
the owners of Calliope Station.
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Ostriches on Mr. T. Ethan's

Garfi,ehl Station,

Jericho

District
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The owner of Hazeldean Station, which adjoins that of
Calliope, has also started dairying on similar lines.
For years past half-share dairying has been carried on on
Gracemere and 15 Mile Stations, in the Rockhampton district.
Here the farms are run on similar lines to those already
described, with the exception that all the cream is treated at the
butter factory on Gracemere Station. The milking herds are
mostly grade Ayrshires and Jerseys, but a good proportion are
purebred. All the bulls are pedigreed. On Gracemere there
are three dairy farms (Matcham, Outermere, and Malchi), and
on the 15 Mile Station two (Warton and Oakley). All the farms,
with the exception of Matcham, are run on the half-share system.

-«ssc

fc

•'•i 4

1

Mr. M. N. DahVs Dairy Farm at Miriam Vale, Gladstone
District.

Each farm contains an area of about 600 acres, and the tenants
have, in addition, the use of an extra 500 acres each as a run for
the dry cattle. Maize, lucerne, sorghums, Rhodes grass, paspalum, &c, are grown extensively on the various farms. On
Matcham Farm there are two stack silos and two large coveredin pits filled with silage, which is made from maize, sorghum,
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and artificial grasses. On the Outermere Farm the tenant's
half-share of the profits for eight months amounted to £262
8s. 9d.; on Malchi Farm, for the twelve months these were
£513 17s. 10d.; on Warton Farm, the half-share dairyman, who
was previously a draper, cleared £414 6s. Id. as his share of a
year's transactions; and on Oakley Farm, a carpenter by trade
in three months received £129 15s. 2d. as his share. The total
returns from the Matcham Farm for twelve months, including
the sale of milk and butter, were £5,000. The herds earn from
14s. to 20s. per head per month during the year. Gracemere and
15-Mile Stations are owned by Messrs. Archer Bros.
On Magenta Station, in the Capella district, the Fairbairn
Pastoral Company, Ltd., has established three dairy farms on
the half-share system, and the parties interested therein are
being well repaid for their labours. Each of the farms consists
of 1,000 acres, portion of each of which is planted with maize
and other crops. The milkers are purebred Shorthorns and
Ayrshires, and from 90 to 100 are milked daily throughout
the year. For the greater part of the year these cows are
fed on natural grasses, and it is only when the winter
is severe that hand-feeding is adopted. On No. 1 Farm the
monthly returns for cream amount to from £53 to £96 during
the year; and on No. 2 Farm, the highest cheque received for
a month's cream totalled £63, from 70 cows milked.
This
tenant's share of the profits for January last was £29.
PIOS.
The majority of the dairymen in Central Queensland also
go in for pig-raising on a small scale. That this is a profitable
undertaking is proved by the handsome returns obtained
from the annual sales. There is, however, room for further
development in this very remunerative industry. In several
instances the pigs raised are purebred, and include Berkshires,
Middle Yorkshires, and Yorkshires.
In 1912, there were 7,720 pigs in Central Queensland. The
number slaughtered and used for consumption as fresh and
salted pork and bacon and hams totalled 6,586. Of these the
factories received 567, 9,788 lb. being used as fresh pork,
15,778 lb. as salted pork, and 22,411 lb. as bacon and hams.
The bulk of the pigs were handled by the butchering establishments in the Rockhampton and Gladstone districts.
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OSTRICHES.
Mr. T. Behan, of Garfield Station, in the Jericho district, is
the only breeder of ostriches in Central Queensland. According
to the statistics for 1912, he had 18 birds, all of which were
doing well. The country in the Jericho district is suitable from
every point of view for the breeding of these very profitable
birds on a large scale, as is evidenced from the fact that Mr.
Behan is extending his operations.
According to the opinion of an expert breeder, ostriches
pay better than sheep, though they require three times a greater
area of country. It is stated that a hen bird lays about 60 eggs

Concrete Silo and Movable Hoof Hayshed on Calliope Station,
Gladstone District.

during the year, and that one pair of breeders will, on an acre of
lucerne, produce, at least, 30 chicks annually by natural hatching.
The incubation period takes six weeks. That there is money
in this industry is conclusively demonstrated by the following
particulars in regard to the value of feathers in London:—Best
white primes, £22 to £33 per lb.; first white primes, £17 to £20;
second white primes, £10 to £16; third white primes, £6 to £16;
white femina tipped, £4 10s. to £22 10s.; best black feathers,
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£3 10s. to £9. An ostrich will give 3 cwt. of feathers in two
years—a crop every eight or nine months of fifty quill feathers,
besides tops and tails.
POULTRY.
There are a number of capital poultry farms in different
portions of Central Queensland. The larger ones, however,
are in the Rockhamptoh and Gladstone districts. Mr. J. T.
Coates, of Harveston Farm, near Rockhampton, is a large
breeder of pedigreed fowls. On this farm there are 1,000 white
Leghorns and 150 black Orpingtons. Throughout the year he
receives 600 eggs daily from his fowls, and hatches thousands
of chickens during the same period. Mr. Coates, who has
installed a number of incubators, hopes at an early date to be in
a position to raise 10,000 chickens every year.

An Up-to-date Dairy in the Bockhamyton District.
In 1912, there were in Central Queensland 33,809 fowls,
1,691 ducks, 287 geese, and 1,625 turkeys. The egg production
totalled 126,333 dozen. The foregoing figures only show the
production from the recognised breeders of poultry, no cognisance being taken of the many householders in the towns
who dispose of small quantities of eggs and poultry periodically.
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BEE-FARMING.
Many of the fruit-growers find bee-farming a very lucrative
occupation. The work is easy, and the returns from good hives
are invariably good. The greater portion of the honey produced
in Central Queensland comes from the Rockhampton, Clermont,
and Barcaldine districts.
In 1912, the quantity of honey produced by 887 hives was
73,354 lb., and was valued at £696. Beeswax, valued at £64, and
weighing 1,206 lb., was also produced.

THE FRUITS OF CENTRAL QUEENSLAND.
All varieties of fruits grow well in different parts of Central
Queensland. Citrus, grapes, and peaches, in particular, yield
exceedingly well. There is hardly a district in the division
where one or more, varieties of fruits cannot be grown profitably.
Grapes and oranges of fine flavour grow well in the Banana,

Mr. A. Ncole's Orchard at Parkhurst,

Rockhampton.

Gladstone, Mt. Morgan, Rockhampton, Boulia, Winton, Alpha,
Barcaldine, Clermont, and Emerald- districts, and bananas, pineapples, mangoes, and papaws in the Rockhampton and Gladstone
districts. Many of the orchardists in the Rockhampton district
are also successfully growing strawberries, apples, peaches,
custard apples, and lemons. Small areas of oranges, peaches,
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The Famous Mount Morgan Mine, showing Open Cut and Panorama of ike Town.
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and mangoes are also being raised in a number of the far western
districts. Around Rockhampton and Yeppoon there are many
splendid orchards, which compare favourably with those in
other portions of Queensland. Those calling for special mention
are:—J. T. Coates, J. Maloney, A. Neale, J. R. Dixon, and J. J.
Kenna (Rockhampton); W. Kerr, M. Mitchell, J. Jeffries,
Hutchings, G. McGhie, H. du Faux (Yeppoon); A. Jones (Bondoola); and G-. A. Holzheimer (Yarwun). A number of the
orchards are carried on by means of irrigation. Needless to
say, that the orchardists who adopt this scientific means of
fruit culture get the best results.
The following table shows the fruit production of Central
Queensland in 1912: —
Crop.

Grapos
Bananas
Pineapples
Oranges
Mangoes ..
Apples
Peaches
Plums
Custard Apples
Lemons
Papaws
FiffS
Strawberries
Totals

Area.

Yield.

Acres.
44
123
101
236
28
4
14
2
2
2
20
1
1

78,740 lbs.
13,423 bunches
14,924 doz.
16,866 bush.
4,375 „
151 ,,
820 „
65 „
52 „
160 „
3,295 doz.
98 bush.
3,000 quarts

£
820
1,678
1,492
4,638
547
68
164
13
13
52
329
20
113

—

£9,947

578

In 1907, the orchards aggregated
production was valued at £7,571.

407

Value.

acres,

and

the

THE TIMBER INDUSTRY.

Though the commercial timbers of Central Queensland
consist principally of hardwoods, hoop and cypress pines,
various fancy woods are also to be obtained in fairly large
quantities in different localities. The Gladstone district supplies
the bulk of the hoop pine, Emerald and Alpha the cypress pine,
and Alpha, Gladstone, Emerald, and Clermont the hardwoods.
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Forests of hardwoods and other marketable timbers are also to
be found in other districts. The State Forest on the Black
Down Tableland contains millions of superficial feet of splendid
hardwood.
The hardwoods in Central Queensland include
spotted gum, stringy bark, ironbark, bloodwood, &c. Among
the other woods worthy of mention are:—Yellow-wood, beefwood, crow's foot elm, wild plum, bandicoot plum, dead finish,
brigalow, sandalwood, quinine tree, &c. There are also many
trees, which though they may not have any commercial value for
building or other purposes, are of more than ordinary interest
to the botanist. These include the flowering acacias, bauhinia,
bottle trees, sesbania, Burdekin plum, Banyan, and several
others.

Dairy and Orchard at Yeppoon, RocJchampton District.

In 1912, the 20 sawmills in Central Queensland put through
951,452 superficial feet of soft woods, valued at £9,336, and
5,483,002 superficial feet of hardwoods, valued at £48,556. The
planing and moulding operations of the mills were valued at
£2,174. The quantity of sleepers cut totalled 147,344, and were
valued at £12,329. The total value of the industry for the year
referred to was £72,395. The foregoing statistics only refer to
timbers on which royalty has been paid to the Crown. No official
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cognisance is taken of timbers cut on private properties. The
timber sawn by the eighteen mills in operation in 1907 was
valued at £42,446.
THE MINERAL WEALTH.
Central Queensland is singularly rich in mineral resources,
and has the honour of possessing two of the largest mines of
their kind in the Commonwealth. The Mount Morgan gold and
copper mines are classed among the mineralogical wonders of
the world, and the Blair Athol coal mines bid fair to become
equally as notable in the near future. Then again, Central

Gold Mining at Black Ridge,

Clermont.

Queensland has gained much renown throughout the world
owing to the great wealth of gems and precious stones which
are annually found within its borders. The mineral-bearing
country in Central Queensland extends over a very considerable
area, and, although fields are being worked in different localities,
untold wealth still lies hidden in the bowels of the earth.
In 1912, the mineral wealth of Central Queensland was
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valued at £1,488,897. Gems and opals to the value of £43,016 are
included in this amount. The production for the whole State
for the same period was £4,175,355. The statistics for 1907 show
that the minerals, gems, &c, won in that year were valued at
£1,197,590.
Appended are details of the mineral production and its value
for the year 1912:—
£
Gold (147,098 fine oz.)
624,832
Silver (58,214 oz.)
6,663
Copper (10,183 tons)
751,291
Lead (1 ton)
20
Wolfram (3 tons)
266
Coal (92,963 tons)
36,886
Manganese (308 tons)
1,281
Limestone (80,951 tons)
19,292
Ironstone (4,753 tons)
2,815
Fireclay (6,336 tons)
2,535
Gems
40,016
Opals
3,000
Total

c£l,488,897
GOLD.

The districts which contribute most to the gold production of
Central Queensland are Mount Morgan, Rockhampton, Clermont,
and Gladstone. Mount Morgan stands in a class by itself on
account of the gigantic nature of its works and the enormous
amount of wealth it has produced to date.
Gold was first
discovered in Crocodile Creek in 1865, but it was not until 1882
that the present Mount Morgan field was found by Mr. P.
Morgan. It soon became apparent that Mount Morgan was a
goldfield of more than ordinary importance. From the outset,
gold was found in great quantities, and its discoverer amassed
much wealth in a few years. It was not long before the
eyes of the world were focussed on this huge mountain of
gold, and a big rush of miners and others to the field followed
as a natural sequence.
The present company acquired the
mining rights from the Morgan family for a large sum of money
in 1886, and lost no time in carrying on operations for the
unearthing of the gold and other minerals on a large scale.
Since 1886 the Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company, Ltd., has
lieen extending its labours to s\ic]j a.n extent each yea.r
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to-day its works are regarded as one of the most stupendo us of
their kind in the world. Since 1886, and up to the 31st May,
1913, the mine has produced gold to the value of £13,931,125. It
was not until early in 1900 that the company turned its attention
to the copper lodes in the mine. That these are of an extensiv e
nature is illustrate d by the fact that the copper won up to 31st
May, 1913, was valued at £5,160,786. The total value of the
output from the mine for the period referred to was £19,141,620.
Since its establish ment the company has paid away the large
sum of £10,941,155, the principa l items of expendit ure being: —

Sapphire Fields at Sapphire,

AnaJcie District.

Wages, £5,558,321; stores and machine ry, £1,711,014; fuel,
£1,092,580; paid to Government, £1,148,539; miscellaneous,'
£906,945. To the sharehol ders it has been generous , having
distribut ed £8,079,167 in dividends up to the end of last year.
For many years the Clermon t fields produced a large
quantity of gold. In 1907, the producti on was 4,785 fine oz.,
valued at £20,325; but in 1912 it was only 577 oz., valued at £2,451.
The Rockham pton fields (the Great Fitzroy Mine at Mount
CMlrnerSj in • particula r) produced 6,740 fine oz, of gol<J in 1913,
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valued at £28,630; and the Gladstone fields (Raglan, Targinnie,
Monal, Calliope, Mount Jacob, Norton, Tableland, Cania, and
Maxwelton mines) produced 2,483 fine oz., valued at £10,547.
The gold production for the whole of the State in 1912 was
347,946 fine oz., valued at £1,477,979. Towards this Central
Queensland contributed 147,098 fine oz., valued at £624,832.
COPPER.
This mineral is also largely found in Central Queensland,
the ores being treated at the Mount Morgan and Mount Chalmers
smelting works. Both of these works, which are cf large proportions, are in the Rockhampton district. Copper lodes are also
being developed in the Clermont and Gladstone districts on a
more or less large scale.

Blair Athol Colliery, Clermont District.
[The Mount Chalmers works has been closed down temporarily since the above was in type.]
In 1912, Mount Morgan produced 7,068 tons of copper, valued
at £516,000; Mount Chalmers, 1,345 tons, valued at £105,921; the
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The Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company's Big Dam.
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Gladstone district, 1,765 tons, valued at £128,990; and the Clermont district 5 tons, valued at £380. The total production was
10,183 tons of copper, valued at £751,291. The State's production
for the same period (1912) was 23,120 tons, valued at £1,698,280.
The copper-bearing country in the Gladstone district is
situated at Glassford Creek, Raglan, and Monal. Large quantities of copper-bearing flux ore are being obtained at Many Peaks
(Gladstone district), and forwarded by rail to Mount Morgan
for treatment.
COAL.

Vast areas of coal deposits of undoubted quality exist in
different quarters of Central Queensland. These are to be found

Lagoon on Apple vale Station, Morinish District, near
Eockhampton.
in the Clermont district, in the Mackenzie and Dawson valleys,
and in the Gladstone district. The Blair Athol fields stand
foremost in the Commonwealth, owing to the extensive nature
of their coal measures, the depth of the seams, and the purity of
the coal deposits. It is computed that there are hundreds of
millions of tons of coal in sight with a seam 65 ft. in thickness.
At the Blair Athol mines, all the most modern machinery has
been installed. The two mines wc-r^ea by the Blair AtliQl Coal
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and Timber Company, Ltd., produce over 2,000 tons of semianthracitic coal weekly, and employ over 100 men. The principal
mine is being worked by a tunnel 9 ft. by 6 ft. in the clear,
driven at an angle of 1 ft. in 5 ft., for 600 ft., with a vertical
of 120 ft. From the face of the north heading to the face of
the south heading is half a mile, and the distance from east to
west is a quarter of a mile. The levels are 40 yards apart east
and west, and bords are driven north and south off these levels.
The motive power for the machinery is provided by means of
electricity. The fields cover an area of over 3,000 acres. The
Newcastle Coal Company has a colliery to the north of the Blair
Athol Company's mine, and is producing a good deal of coal
weekly. Then to the west of the last-named company's area,

Mr. A. Neale's Orchard at Parkhurst,

RocJchampton.

SL co-operative concern has a stretch of coal-bearing country on
tribute. The operations of the Bluff Colliery are also carried
out on a fairly large scale. The coal measures extend over an
immense area, and there is, consequently, plenty of room for
development. The most important coalfield in the Gladstone
district is at Callide Creek, but up to the present the operations
are somewhat limited, notwithstanding that enormous quantities
of good coal have been proved to exist.
Tlie valleys of the Dawson and Mackenzie rivers are extra-
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ordinarily rich in coal deposits, which extend over thousands
of acres. It is only a matter of time when these coal-bearing
areas will be fully developed, and the prosperity of Central
Queensland and the State generally will be considerably
increased as a consequence.
Large coal deposits also exist in the St. Lawrence district.
In 1912, the Clermont district produced 79,501 tons of coal,
valued at £29,813, and the Rockhampton district 13,447 tons,
valued at £7,058. The total production for Central Queensland
was 92,963 tons, valued at £36,886, while that for the whole
State was 902,166 tons, valued at £338,264.
OTHER MINERALS.
Silver is found in the Rockhampton, Mount Morgan, Gladstone, and Clermont districts. In 1912, Mount Morgan produced
30,775 oz., valued at £3,462; Rockhampton, 22,045 oz., valued at
£2,572; Gladstone, 5,234 oz., valued at £610. Total production,
58,214 oz., valued at £6,663.
The following minerals are also found to a greater or less
extent in the districts mentioned:—Manganese, limestone, lead,
wolfram, molybdenite (Gladstone district); limestone, ironstone,
manganese, and asbestos (Rockhampton district); fireclay
(Mount Morgan); wolfram (Clermont district).
Limestone works are established at Ambrose (Gladstone district) and at Marmor (Rockhampton district). At Marmor large
seams of mottled marble of much beauty and thickness exist, the
slabs being of great size in places. It is stated that there are over
forty different specimens of this handsome stone in the district.
At present the bulk of this stone is being used as flux by the
Mount Morgan copper mine.
THE GEM AND OPAL FIELDS.
Central Queensland is well known throughout the world
because of the exquisite beauty of the gems and other precious
stones found within its territory. Blue, green, and yellow
sapphires of great lustre are unearthed in large numbers every
year at Sapphire and Rubyvale, two thriving townships in the
AnaJne district, and distant only 8 and 12 miles respectively from
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the Anakie railway station. On these gem fields there are
hundreds of men, who have pegged out claims, and are being
well repaid for their labours. The country consists chiefly of
gravelly ridges, which are intersected with alluvial flats.
Granite and slate, with masses of basalt, are met with when
excavations are being made in the search for the gems. It is
on the gravelly ridges and in the alluvial flats that the majority
of the gems are found. In several instances shafts have been

Sapphire Field on Policeman's Creek, Anakie District.
sunk to a depth of 60 ft. Altogether there are about 300 claims
on the Sapphire and Rubyvale fields. The importance of the
gem industry is demonstrated by the fact that there are six
recognised buyers, representing chiefly German firms, in
Sapphire, and seven in Rubyvale. The bulk of the gems are
sent by the buyers to Idar, in Germany. The blue stones are
the most sought after by the German firms. A small lapidary
has been established at Sapphire by two foreigners. Sapphire
has a population of about 400, and Rubyvale has about 500
Rubies, garnets, zircons, tourmalines, topaz, and diamonds are
also found. Many of the gem-seekers have installed laboursaving machinery for the expeditious handling of the gravel and
clirt containing the precious stones, The operations m
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direction are very interesting to the visitor. The gravel and
dirt is first placed in a large trough, and from here it is carried
by a stream of water obtained from tanks into a circular iron
pan, armed with a number of teeth, which separate the soil
from the stones. The muddy fluid is run off, and the stones are
deposited around the sides of the pan. From here the clean
gravel and stones are transferred through an aperture into a
box, ready for sieving. Then, by means of a pair of tweezers, the
gems are picked from the gravel in the sieve without the
slightest difficulty. The prices for the stones vary, of course,
according to the quality, but as high as £6 per oz. is often
obtained.

Wool Team at Aramac Railway Station.
In 1912, the value of the gems unearthed was £40,016.
Opals are found around Kynuna, Winton, Jundah, Springsure, Windorah, and in the Diamantina River district, while
turquoise stones have been proved to exist in the Stanwell
district. In 1912, opals to the value of £3,000 were found in the
Opalton district, to the south of Winton.
The total value of the production of gems and opals for the
year in question was £43,016. As a matter of fact, the whole
of the State's production in this respect came from Central
Queensland.
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THE MANUFACTUBING INDUSTEY.
Official returns show that there were, in 1912, 173 factories
in Central Queensland, the total number of hands employed
therein being 3,125. The value of their machinery and plant
was £304,852, and that of their .land and premises £218,532. The
total output of these establishments was valued at £1,896,788, as
against £1,161,771 in 1907, and £749,997 in 1902. Although no
returns were collected in regard to clothing, tailoring, and
dressmaking in 1902 and 1907, still, the output for 1912 shows
a very marked increase on that of the earlier years. Appended
are some interesting details: —
Wool-washing
.£568,528
Bricks and monumental masonry
5,187
Boxes, cases, cooperage
13,940
Joinery
18,829
Sawmills
72,395
Blacksmithing
...
8,103
Engineering, railway, and tramway workshops ...
122,703
Galvanised iron working and tinsmithing
38,061
Butter and meats
706,127
Biscuits, confectionery, &c.
50,210
Aerated waters and breweries
72,639
Iceworks
7,039
Clothing, tailoring, dressmaking
58,620
Printing
44,852
Vehicles, cycles, &c.
31,803
Saddlery
9,883
Furniture
19,354
N
Bone mills
^
Soap
Sugar...
Tents
f 48,515
Docks and ships
Electric light
Gas
Total

,£1,896,788

MOUNT ETNA GUANO DEPOSITS.
Elsewhere in this book the beauties of the caves in Mount
Etna have been briefly described. It is now proposed to refer
to the hundreds of thousands of tons of guano which are
deposited in the huge limestone caverns in this mountain. No
true conception of the wealth of the guano deposits can be
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formed until all the caves have been thoroughly explored. At
a low computation there are stated to be fully 200,000 tons cf
this invaluable fertiliser in sight, in many places from 15 ft.
to 20 ft. in depth. The Australian Phosphates, Ltd., has leased
the right from the Government of removing the guano from
Johansen's Caves, and pay a royalty of Is. per ton for doing so.
At the foot of Mount Etna works have been erected for the
treatment of the guano before it is placed on the market. By
means of rotary machinery the guano is subjected to a drying
process, and then mixed and graded. The raw fertiliser, which
consists of the excreta of bats and the decomposed bones of

Mount Etna Guano Works, RocJchampton District.

animals which have died in the caves hundreds of thousands
of years ago, is highly charged with nitrogen in organic form,
phosphoric acid, and potash, with the important addition of
humus and lime. The presence of oyster and other shells in
the deposits strengthens the opinion expressed by scientists
that Mount Etna and the surrounding country was, some
millions of years ago, under the sea. Five caves are at present
being worked by the Australian Phosphates Company by means
of shafts. The guano, after being dug out and bagged, is
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removed from the caves with the aid of a winze to, the top of the
shaft, and then conveyed to the works by cableways. The output
of the works is 10 tons of commercial guano per day. When
the proposed extensions and improvements are carried out, the
output of the works will be increased to 100 tons per day. In
all, twenty different grades of guano are prepared, and these
are finding a ready market in all portions of the Commonwealth,

Baffle Creek, near Rosedale, Gladstone District.

particularly in New South Wales. That the guano has wonderful
fertilising properties is conclusively proved by the splendid
results attained by the agriculturists, orchardists, and florists
who have used it. The works give employment to twenty men.
The Mount Etna Caves are about 2 miles from Etna railway
station, which is 15 miles distant by rail from Rockhampton.
Vast deposits of guano also exist in Olesen's Caves, and
there is no doubt that steps will be taken before long to deal
with these from a commercial point of view.
FISHES, FEATHERED GAME, Etc.

A great variety of edible fishes are to be caught in the tidal
rivers and fresh water streams of Central Queensland.
The barramundi, which grows to a large size, abounds in the
tidal waters and lagoons in the Rockhampton and Gladstone
districts, and a large trade is done annually by fishermen. Other
7

•
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fishes obtained and marketed include:—Mullet, garfish, king,
salmon, bream (black and white), dew, groper, parrot, eels,
shrimps, prawns, crabs, mackerel, porpoise, &c. The heads of
the coastal rivers are infested with alligators of all sizes.
Yeppoon, Emu Park, Keppel Bay, Gladstone Harbour, and
Broadsound Harbour, and also out along the Great Barrier
Reef, are popular fishing grounds. The finny tribe most plentiful
in and around these localities a r e : Whiting, schnapper, king,
emperor, mullet, trevally, rock cod, black bream, yellow tail,
tailor, Government bream, salmon, trumpeter, dew, sweetlips, garfish, &c.
Crabs, turtles, oysters, &c, are also
obtained without much difficulty. In the western rivers, particularly the Barcoo and Thomson, dew and golden perch are
chiefly caught. The latter fish is also known by the name of

On Orion Downs Station, Springsure

District.

yellow-belly. Knowing that the rivers and other watercourses,
teem with fishes of various kinds, there are great possibilities
for the expansion of the fishing industry in Central Queensland.
Feathered game of various kinds are also plentiful in Central
Queensland. The best shooting-grounds, however, are in the
western districts, though there are many good spots in the Rockhampton and Gladstone districts. The feathered tribe which offer
the best sport to the knight of the trigger are plain and scrub
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turkeys, ducks, quails, pigeons, snipe, ibis, &c. Other bird life
which call for mention on account of either their beautiful
plumage or great numbers include native companions, emus,
black and white cockatoos, galahs, parrots, pelicans, &c. The
native companion is found in large numbers, and is one of the
birds which is protected from destruction.
In the animal
kingdom, wild boars, kangaroos, wallabies, opossums, &c., are
found in large numbers.
On Gracemere Station there is a very large lagoon, which
is swarmed with game all the year round. At the suggestion
of Messrs. Archer Bros, the birds on this lagoon are protected
from destruction throughout the year. It is without doubt one
of the most beautiful spots in Central Queensland, and it is a
very fine sight to see the large expanse of water covered with
wild ducks, ibis, waterfowl, black swans, aigrets, pelicans,
pigmy geese, &c.
THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM
in Central Queensland is, as it is in other parts of the State,
free and compulsory. The reading of selected passages of the
Scriptures to pupils desirous of acquiring religious training is
allowed by Act of Parliament, but no compulsion is exercised in
this direction.
In 1912, there were 153 schools in Central Queensland—133
State, and 22 private and denominational. Included in educational institutions are two Grammar Schools in Rockhampton
—one for boys and the other for girls—a High School in Mount
Morgan, Technical Colleges in Rockhampton and Mount Morgan,
with several branches in the larger country towns.
A written competitive examination for State scholarships is
held annually, and a scholarship is awarded to each candidate
who gains not less than 50 per cent, of the total number of
marks. The scholarships entitle the holders" to free education
at a Grammar School established under the " Grammar Schools
Act 1860," or other Act of the Legislature, State High School,
Technical High School, or at any other secondary school
approved by the Governor in Council, and are tenable during
good behaviour and the pleasure of Parliament for a period of
two years. The regulations also provide for the extension of the
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two-year scholarship for a further two years if the holders
secure an approved pass in the Queensland Junior Examination,
and a further extension for one year if they secure an approved
pass in the Queensland Senior Examination. When the income
of the parents or guardians of the winner of a scholarship does
not exceed £156 per annum, or an amount equal to £30 per
annum for each bona fide member of the family, an allowance

Half-time State School on Calliope Station, Gladstone District.
is granted to each winner as follows: — (a) Twelve pounds (£12)
per annum if the holder of a two-year and four-year scholarship
can live at home and attend the approved school; (b) Thirty
pounds (£30) per annum if the holder of a two-year and fouryear scholarship must live away from home to attend the
approved school; (c) Sixteen pounds (£16) per annum if the
holder of a fifth-year scholarship can live at home and attend
the approved school; and (d) Forty pounds (£40) per annum
if the holder of a fifth-year scholarship must live away from
home to attend the approved school. These allowances are
granted during the currency of the scholarship, or such portion
thereof as the income of the parents or guardians does not
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exceed the amount prescribed. Candidates for the two-year
scholarships must be under 14 years of age.
All scholars from the secondary schools of the State are
eligible for admission as students of the University per medium
of a competitive examination for a number of scholarships
provided by the Government annually. Candidates must not be
less than 16 years of age and not more than 21 years.
In all State schools attention is paid to the physical as
well as the mental development of the scholars. Physical
drill for boys and girls is taught, and the boys also receive a
training in the use of the rifle and military discipline. Kindergarten is taught in many of the schools, and Model Infant Schools
have been established at Kangaroo Point (Brisbane) and Rockhampton for the training of kindergarten teachers.

Artesian Bore on Mr. Cronin's Grazing Farm, Barcaldine

District.

The scholars are periodically examined medically
dentally by specially qualified doctors and dentists.

and

Horticulture, arboriculture, and elementary agriculture are
encouraged by the Department of Public Instruction, prizes
being awarded annually for the best-kept school gardens and
for the best agricultural and experimental work carried out by
the scholars of the various State schools.
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T^ree Moclchampton Views.
1. ^asiJ ^reg« from Denham Street.
2. East Street from the Post Office.
3. Glimpse of the Alexander Railway Bridge
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The expenditure on education in the whole of Queensland
in 1912 totalled £552,921.
In the sparsely populated districts itinerant teachers pay
periodical visits to the homes of the settlers, and instruct their
children in all primary subjects. On many of the cattle and
sheep stations half-time schools are also established.
GEtfEBAL COTOITIOIVS.
All the chief centres of population in Central Queensland
have, at least, one local governing body, which is vested with
full powers to maintain and control the streets, roads, &c,
within its boundaries. Taken on the whole, the streets and
roads are in good order for all classes of vehicular traffic, and
under ordinary circumstances residents in the outlying districts
can reach the various towns without any difficulty.
Though electric light is installed in several of the large
business establishments in the principal country towns, acetylene
gas is the more popular illuminant used. Iceworks are also
established in several country towns, in addition to the capital.
Sports and games are enthusiastically supported in all
portions of the division. Every town and township has its own
race club, and also athletic, cricket, football, tennis clubs, &c.
Places of amusement are to be found in most of the towns,
and musical, dramatic, vaudeville, and moving pictures entertainments are generally received with much appreciation.
The principal religious denominations, friendly societies,
and lodges are represented in the more populous country towns.
Rockhampton, Longreach, Barcaldine, Winton, and Blackall
each has a club, where its members meet for social intercourse.
TKADE AtfD COMMEBCE.
Rockhampton and Gladstone are the two most important
shipping ports in Central Queensland. The former, with its
marvellously rich hinterland, commands the bulk of the trade.
In 1912, the oversea exports from the port of Rockhampton
totalled £691,801, and in 1913 these were £943,199. During the
same periods the oversea imports aggregated £496,247 and
£459,393 respectively. According to the returns prepared by
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the local Chamber of Commerce, the export trade of this port
in 1912 was valued at £4,227,277, and £4,747,453 in 1913. These
figures include transfers to other portions of the State. The
chief items in the trade of the port in 1913 were:—Gold, £439,381;
wool, 156,211 bales; hides, 83,362; frozen and preserved meats,
15,943 tons; copper, 11,135 tons. The oversea exports from the
port of Gladstone in 1912 were valued at £184,496, and the

The Picturesque Gladstone

Harbour.

oversea imports at £2,931.
In 1913, these were:—Oversea
exports, £253,172; oversea imports, £8,328. Frozen meats, tallow,
hides, sheepskins, and horses were principally exported. In
connection with the foregoing statistics, it must be stated that
since the abolition of the Braddon clause interstate transactions
are not obtainable from the Customs authorities; consequently,
only the oversea trade of the above ports is officially recognised.
Tens of thousands of pounds sterling are being expended
annually by the.Harbour Boards in Rockhampton and Gladstone
respectively, in effecting improvements in the Fitzroy River and
at Port Alma and Broadmount, and in Gladstone Harbour. All
the large ocean liners which trade with the Southern ports of
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the Commonwealth can enter the ports of Rockhampton and
Gladstone with the utmost safety.
In 1913, 459 vessels (including coastwise, oversea, and
interstate direct), with a gross tonnage of 1,000,302, entered the
port of Rockhampton, and 459, registering a total tonnage of
1,001,944, took their departure. From Gladstone Harbour—
Inwards: 190 vessels (including coastwise, oversea, and interstate
direct), gross tonnage, 275,957. Outwards: 191 vessels, gross
tonnage, 280,906.
CENTRAL QUEENSLAND RAILWAYS.
The Government lines open for traffic to the end of May last
totalled 1,090 miles. In addition to these, there are 42 miles

Customs House,

Rockhampton.

of lines controlled by the Aramac Shire Council. The grand
total of the railway system in Central Queensland is, therefore,
1,132 miles.
The Great North Coast Line, which starts from Brisbane,
runs through the coastal portion of Central Queensland as far
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as Yaamba in the North. From the last-named point, this line
is being continued towards St. Lawrence and Mackay, and on to
Cairns in the far North. When through railway communication
is established between Brisbane and Cairns, the commercial
interests of Rockhampton will, because of the city's geographical
situation, be considerably increased. The Great North Coast
Line connects at Rockhampton with the Central-Western Line,
which terminates at Longreach. From the last-named trunk
line there are several branch lines running into agricultural,
pastoral, and mining districts.
The following is a list of the Government lines within the
territory of Central Queensland:—Great North Coast—From

Back Railway on the Mount Morgan Line between Moonmera
and Moongan.

Yandaran to Rockhampton, 162 miles; Rockhampton to Yaamba,
23 miles; Seaside Resorts—Rockhampton to Emu Park, 32
miles; Sleipner Junction to Yeppoon, 19 miles; Rockhampton
to Longreach, 428 miles. Branch Lines—Kabra to Wowan, 42
miles; Boyne Valley to Many Peaks, 53 miles; Emerald to
Blair Athol, 74 miles; Emerald to Springsure, 42 miles; Jericho
to Benlidi, 111 miles; Rockhampton to Broadmount, 15 miles;
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Bajool to Port Alma, 16 miles; Whitewood to Winton (branch
line from the Great Northern Railway in North Queensland),
74 miles. The line to Aramac, which is controlled by the Aramac
Shire Council, branches from the Central Railway at Barcaldine,
and is 42 miles in length.
The lines under construction are—Wowan to Rannes, 15
miles; and Yaamba to Marlborough, 22 miles. Approved, but
not yet started—Benlidi to Windorah, 283 miles; Rannes to
Dawson River, 25 miles; Marlborough towards St. Lawrence,
79 miles.
The total mileage of all lines open for traffic to date in the
whole State is 5,009—Government 4,712, and private 297.
PRINCIPAL TOWNS OF CENTRAL QUEENSLAND.
Eockhampton9
the capital and chief port of Central Queensland, is picturesquely
situated on the Fitzroy River, about 40 miles from its mouth.
The Berserker Range, with Mounts Archer and Sleipner

The Fitzroy Traffic Bridge, Rockhampton.
standing out boldly, and the long stretch of the Fitzroy River
flowing majestically below, contribute a great deal to the attractiveness of Rockhampton. Athelstane Range, capped with several
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secondary educational institutions and numerous fine residences
of the citizens, also makes a very charming back setting to the
scene.
The Fitzroy River is navigable for a distance of 40 miles,
and is one of the longest and most beautiful watercourses in
the Commonwealth. Along its serpentine course to Keppel Bay
there are quite a number of very pretty spots, the water being
dotted here and there with densely timbered islands. On the
way down to the bay the extensive Lake's Creek Meatworks are
passed, with the Berserker Range in the background. Then
many small coves are seen on either side. Thompson's Point
next attracts attention, and later a number of densely timbered
islands of unique formation. Thunder Island, Dunlop Island,
Satellite Island, Shoal Island, and Casuarina Island call for
special mention. The last-named Island, which is 30 square miles
in area, is being used for the breeding of sheep. Coarse salt
also exists in large quantities on Casuarina Island. Mackenzie
Island, occupying a central position in the stream, is next passed,
and then Broadmount Harbour is entered, the Broadmount Range
sheltering it from the fury of the elements. Egg and Plat
Islands, both densely timbered, come into view before the fine
harbour of Port Alma is reached. From this point onwards to
the bay the picturesqueness of the scene is maintained. Away m
the distance can be seen long stretches of the coastal mountains,
with Mount Larcom, Lion Mountain, the sphinx-like Peak
Mountain towering over all the others.
As Keppel Bay is
entered, the Keppel and other islands come under the admiring
gaze of the voyager. In the upper reaches of the river there
are many pretty spots, which are frequently visited by parties of
pleasure-seekers in motor boats, sailing boats, &c.
Tens of thousands of pounds sterling are expended annually
by the Harbour Board in harbour and river improvements.
To-day vessels of the largest tonnage can berth with the utmost
safety in the harbours at Port Alma and Broadmount, and also
at the wharves in the heart of the city. The shipping facilities
of the river have been greatly increased by dredging and the
erection of retaining walls. The river is spanned by two fine
iron bridges—the Fitzroy Bridge, of suspension design, being
used for vehicular and pedestrian traffic, and the Alexandra
Bridge as the connecting link in the railway services between
the city and North Rockhampton.
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Rockhampton is the port for a great deal of the country
to the north, south, east, and west, embracing thousands of
miles of magnificent pastoral, agricultural, dairying, fruitgrowing, and mineral areas. The city is well laid out, and the
streets are wide and well kept. In all there are about 80 miles
of macadamised streets, the majority of which are 1| chains

Neerkol Creek, on Gracemere Station,
Rockhampton District.
wide. East street is the principal business centre, and is nearly
1| miles in length. The mercantile houses and public buildings
in this street are of a pretentious character, and their architecture adds greatly to the beauty and solidity of the city.
Denham, William, and Bolsover streets are also important
trading centres. Quay street, which has a long row of tropical
and sub-tropical shade trees planted along the bank of the river,
is also an important trading centre, for it is here that the large
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warehouses, financial institutions, Customs House, shipping
offices, wharves, &c., are located.
There are two railway
stations—one at Stanley street and the other at Archer Park.
Both are very busy centres, but the former is the more important
owing to all the goods traffic being dealt with there. It is also
within close proximity to the Railway Workshops and Railway
Offices. There is much activity in the building trade in Rockhampton, and many fine public buildings and numerous business
places and private dwellings are being erected. An efficient
tramway is maintained and controlled by the City Municipal
Council, the cost of the installation of the French steam-motor
system totalling £42,000. There are four regular services to the

Regatta on the Fitzroy River, RocJchampton.
different portions of the city daily, the total length of the tramlines being over 8 miles. The City Swimming Baths and City
Produce Markets are also controlled and maintained by the
City Council. The capital is well catered for in the way of
speedy means of locomotion by a number of motor and horse
'buses, which run regularly into the suburbs. On the ranks in
the principal streets there are a large number of motor-cars
and cabs available for hire at all hours of the day or night.
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There are some fine public buildings in Rockhampton,
amongst which may be mentioned the Customs House, Post
Office, Supreme Court, School of Arts, Lands Office, Boys' and
Girls' Grammar Schools, Conyent High School, Christian
Brothers' College, General Hospital, and many others. The
city has two cathedrals (Anglican and Roman Catholic) and
several handsome churches.
Rockhampton is lighted by gas and electricity. It has many
fine public parks and gardens. The Botanic Gardens, with its
profusion of flowers and tropical and sub-tropical foliage, is one
of the most beautiful of its kind in the Commonwealth. The
water supply is obtained from lagoons and springs, pumped into
two elevated reservoirs, containing 1,000,000 gallons each, and
then reticulated to the different parts of the city. With a view

Wool Teams at the Longreach Railway

Station.

of increasing the supply, the City Council has a scheme in
hand to obtain the water from the Fitzroy River, at Yaamba, 23
miles distant. The city, however, is not likely to ever run short
of water, as it has numerous freshwater lagoons in its midst,
the majority of which are covered with beautiful pink and blue
lilies.
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The educational requirements of Rockhampton are well
provided for by fifteen State schools, and a large number of
denominational institutions. The secondary schools comprise:—Boys' and Girls' Grammar Schools, Christian Brothers' College,
several private High Schools, and a State Technical College.
The industrial establishments include:—The Lake's Creek
Meatworks, two butter factories, brewery, wool-scouring works,
foundries, Government Railway Workshops, iceworks, soap and
soft drinks factories, &c.
All the recognised religious denominations have places of
worship, and all the lodges and friendly societies have their
own halls for meeting purposes.

Overshoot on Bimbah Station, Longreach District.
There are two daily newspapers, " The Morning Bulletin"
and "The Daily Record" (the latter being an evening publication), and two weekly papers—"The Capricornian " and "The
Critic."
Recreations of all kinds are followed with enthusiasm, the
different clubs having grounds of their own. There are several
cricket, football, tennis, croquet, bowling, sailing, rowing, and
swimming clubs, and the Rockhampton Jockey Club conducts
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several successful race meetings each year on its well laid out
course in Callaghan Park.
There are two halls, in which opera, drama, comedy, and
vaudeville are presented periodically, besides four open-air
theatres, where moving pictures, vaudeville turns, and drama
are screened or staged every evening. An up-to-date rink is
also available for skaters, and lovers of the noble art of selfdefence can witness the fistic encounters of some of the world's
champions at the Stadium every week. Music is represented by
several choral societies, orchestras, and bands.
Among the places of interest around Rockhampton are the
orchards, Gracemere, Fairy Bower, and several others. Two
of the finest and most picturesque surf-bathing resorts in the
Commonwealth—Emu Park and Yeppoon—can be reached in a
couple of hours by rail from Rockhampton.
The Warren State Farm is 18 miles by rail from Rockhampton.
Rockhampton is the centre of a very important railway
system, having, besides direct connection with Brisbane and the
Southern States of the Commonwealth, communication with
Longreach in the far west on the main Central Line, and with
Aramac, Blackall and Benlidi, Blair Athol and Springsure by
branch lines. The Dawson Valley country is tapped by rail
from Rockhampton as far as Wowan, and the first section of
the Great Northern Coast Line towards St. Lawrence and Mackay
is now open for traffic as far as Yaamba. Emu Park and Yeppoon, on the seaboard, are also connected with the capital by
rail. A tram-train, run on the same lines as ordinary trams,
has been established between the city and Lake's Creek.
The population of the city, including the large suburb of
North Rockhampton, was, according to the latest official figures
obtainable (the census of 1911), 20,915.
In 1912, there were 29,531 horses; 259,335 cattle, 28,066 sheep,
and 3,572 swine in the district. The principal production in the
district for the same period was:—Maize, 12,372 bushels; Englisn
potatoes, 306 tons; sweet potatoes, 171 tons; pumpkins and
melons, 238 tons; coffee, 930 lb.; hay, 3,323 tons; bacon and
hams, 8,107 lb.; pork (fresh and salted), 8,889 lb.; honey, 66,234
lb.; eggs, 72,307 doz.; poultry, 19,603; wool, 120,088 lb.; butter,
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Rockham'pton Schools.
1. Central State School.
2. Boys' Grammar School.
3. (?iWs' Grammar School.
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607,201 lb.; grapes, 46,380 lb.; bananas, 8,198 bunches; pineapples, 12,840 doz.; oranges, 11,580 bushels; mangoes, 3,835
bushels; papaws, 3,036 doz.; strawberries, 3,000 quarts; gold,
6,740 fine oz.; coal, 13,447 tons; silver, 22,045 oz.; limestone,
76,610 tons; copper, 1,345 tons; ironstone, 4,753 tons.
Gladstone.
This seaport town, though small in size, possesses attractions which few others can claim. It is laid out on the shores
of Port Curtis, one of the finest and most natural deep-water

Goondoon Street,

Gladstone.

harbours in the Commonwealth. Sheltered as it is on all sides
by islands and ranges of mountains, Port Curtis lends itself
admirably for a naval base. All the interstate vessels, and
many of the ocean liners, call into Gladstone Harbour, and berth
at the railway wharves. It is here that the Northern mail
steamer calls every week to pick up and set down her mails.
Travellers to North Queensland can board the Rockhampton
mail train at Brisbane, and be carried right on to the Gladstone
wharves, thus enabling them to join the northern-bound steamer
there. Gladstone has splendid pastoral, agricultural, dairying,
and mineral country at its back, and its future prospects are very
bright indeed. Cattle-raising is chiefly carried on, though Facing
Island, in the harbour, is carrying a small flock of sheep. In
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1912, there were 156,126 head of cattle, 16,879 horses, 7,204 sheep,
and 1,579 swine in the district. The dairying industry has made
much advancement in the district during recent years, and the
Gladstone butter factory is kept regularly supplied with cream
in large quantities.
The town has many fine business places, public buildings,
financial institutions, churches, schools, &c, within its
boundaries, and several picture shows provide entertainment for
the populace.

Blood Horses on Bimbah Station,

Longreach

District.

There are several very attractive pleasure and fishing
resorts in the harbour, and Barney Point is an ideal spot for
surf-bathing. The Narrows, which is between Curtis Island
and Broadmount Harbour, has attractions of no mean order.
Kerosene oil deposits have been proved to exist on the mainland
in this passage. Both the Calliope and Boyne Rivers empty
themselves into Port Curtis. At present the water supply for
the town is obtained from dams, and steps are being taken to
carry out a reticulation scheme. A movement is also on foot
to light the town by electricity.
Among the islands in the harbour, most of which are densely
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timbered, are Curtis (on which horses and cattle are being
bred), Turtle (where turtles are found in large numbers),
Garden, Picnic, Scrubby, Mud, and several others.
Gladstone has, in addition to the butter factory, one of the
largest meatworks in the State, the annual trade of which in
the export of frozen meats assumes large proportions. The city
is also connected by rail with Many Peaks, where copper-bearing
flux ore exists in large quantities. The timber industry adds
considerably to the importance of Gladstone, and keeps two large
sawmills in operation.
The principal production for the district in 1912 was:—
Maize, 8,590 bushels; English potatoes, 182 tons; sweet potatoes,
112 tons; sugar-cane, 6,610 tons; hay, 300 tons; bacon and hams,
12,153 lb.; pork (fresh and salted), 10,222 lb.; poultry, 6,991;
eggs, 17,762 doz.; wool, 42,638 lb.; butter, 409,754 lb.; grapes,
2,552 lb.; bananas, 5,225 bunches; pineapples, 1,584 doz.; oranges,
2,586 bushels; mangoes, 354 bushels; papaws, 259 doz.; softwoods, 685,600 superficial feet; hardwoods, 1,914,800 superficial
feet; sleepers, 22,000; gold, 2,483 fine oz.; silver, 5,234 oz.;
limestone, 4,341 tons; copper, 1,765 tons.
The population of Gladstone is (1911 census) 1,294.

Mount Morgan.
Situated on the banks of the Dee River, this very important
mining town is 24 miles south-west from Rockhampton, with
which it is connected by rail. The Mount Morgan Mine, which is
one of the wonders of the world, gives employment to a very
large percentage of the population. Everything in connection
with the gold and copper operations is carried out on a gigantic
scale; even the conservation of water by several massive dams,
which resemble large reservoirs. The gold-bearing country
extends over a large area, and many other mines are being
developed in a small way.
A good deal of the country in the district is being used for
cattle and horse raising, and general agriculture, dairying, pigraising, and fruit-growing is beginning to find favour with
some of the settlers. In 1912, the live stock included 14,506
head of cattle, 6,329 horses, and 425 pigs.
The prosperity of Mount Morgan is exemplified by the substantial nature of its public buildings and principal stores.
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Railway communication is established between Mount
Morgan and the rich agricultural lands in the valleys of the
Dee, Don, and Dawson Rivers, the distance to the terminus
(Wowan) being 29 miles.
There are many picturesque spots in the district, St. Mary's
Falls being particularly so.
The population of Mount Morgan is estimated at 13,000.
The mineral production in 1913 was:—Gold, 106,283 fine oz.;
copper, 7,648 tons; silver, 29,284 oz.; fireclay, 8,388 tons. Total
value, £1,004,052.
LONGBEACH,
"the city of the western plains," is on the Thomson River, and
is the terminus of the Central Railway Line. It is 428 miles

Eagle Street,

Longreach.

west of Rockhampton, and is the centre of a very large pastoral
district. In 1912, the sheep numbered 1,753,427, and there were
also 17,081 cattle, and 12,099 horses. The town is splendidly
laid out with wide streets bearing the names of Australian birds.
Flowering shade trees are planted on both sides as well as in
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the centre of the streets. Everything about the town bears a
substantial appearance, the many public buildings and business
places emphasising its prosperity and progressiveness. It is
claimed that the water from the artesian bore, which has a
temperature of about 162 degrees, will alleviate rheumatism and
gout. The water supply for the town is obtained by means of
mains from the bore. A number of the large sheep stations are
close to the town, and the bulk of the wool-scouring is done at
the works in the district.

. • ' ..

Beech Street, Barcaldine.

The agricultural possibilities in the district have not been
developed yet, but it has been proved that dairying, fruit-growing, and market-gardening can be profitably engaged in. The
bore water lends itself admirably for irrigation purposes. There
are some fine stretches in the Thomson River, where boating
can be indulged in. Golden perch, dew, and eels are plentiful
in the river and the various lagoons. The latter present a
very pretty sight when the pink and blue lilies are in bloom.
The wool production for the district in 1912 totalled
11,393,973 lb., and was valued at £462,881. The dairymen in
the district also manufactured 3,256 lb. of butter. For some
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years past the Longreach Shire Council has been endeavouring
to foster the industry by importing purebred bulls, and allowing
the dairymen the use of these at a nominal charge. The population of Longreach is estimated at 3,000.
Barcaldine
is on Lagoon Creek, and 361 miles west by rail from Rockhampton. Barcaldine is unquestionably one of the most attractively laid out provincial towns in the Commonwealth. The
streets, which are named after trees, are wide, and are planted
with a wealth of flowering shade trees. When these trees are
in bloom the sight is very pleasing indeed. Sheep are
extensively raised in the district, several of the individual
stations carrying flocks exceeding 100,000. In 1912, there were
951,644 sheep, 5,513 cattle, and 4,511 horses. By means of

Fine Homestead

on Tar a Station, Barcaldine

District.

irrigation, the rich black soil can be made to produce fruits of
different kinds, vegetables, potatoes, &c. Dairying can also be
made a paying proposition when earnest attention is given
thereto. In 1912, 1,657 lb. of farmers' butter were made. The
district produces some very fine grapes and oranges. The wool
clip for the year under review was 6,293,210 lb., and was valued
at £255,661. Other production:—Honey, 2,400 lb.; eggs, 1,870
dozen; grapes, 3,200 lb.; oranges, 550 bushels, Barcaldine can
boast of having a number of splendid buildings, the Shire Hall
being particularly attractive from an architectural point of view.
Much prominence has been gained of recent years by the town
because of the rheumatism-curing properties of the artesian
water in the public baths. In addition to having direct railway
communication with Rockhampton and Brisbane, Barcaldine is
also connected, by rail with Aramac. This branch line, which is
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maintained and controlled by the Aramac Shire Council, is 42
miles in length, and taps some splendid pastoral country. There
are two large wool-scours in the district, both of which also
shear the sheep belonging to the smaller graziers every season.
The water supply is obtained from two artesian bores by means
of reticulation. Population (estimated), 2,000.
Emerald
is located on the banks of the Nogoa River, and is 166 miles
west by rail from Rockhampton. This town is the centre of

The Main Street,

'Emerald.

much railway traffic, and its importance in this direction is
becoming more pronounced every day. From Emerald there
is a branch line to Blair Athol in the north-west, and also
another to Springsure in the south. Sheep, cattle, and horses
are chiefly bred in the district, but a fair amount of general
farming, fruit-growing, and dairying is also engaged in. The
soil is suitable for the cultivation of wheat and other cereals,
any many of the selectors have large areas under wheat, the
bulk of which is cut for hay. A few of the growers reap it for
grain.
The agricultural possibilities of this district are
practically unlimited. The Gindie State Farm is 12 miles by
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rail from the town. A start has been made in the direction
of beautifying the appearance of the streets by planting shade
trees. In 1912, there were 130,495 sheep, 30,178 cattle, 5,217
horses, and 237 swine in the district. The area under crops
totalled 56 acres, of which 21 acres were under wheat, oats, and
barley, and 26 acres of pumpkins. Last year the area under
crops aggregated several hundreds of acres. The wool production in 1912 totalled 618,345 lb., and was valued at £25,120.
The quantity of farmers' butter made during the same period
was 2,576 lb. Fruit production—grapes, 6,980 lb.; oranges, 499
bushels. Population (estimated), 1,200.

Winton
is on the Western River, and is the terminus of the branch
line from Hughenden, the distance between the two towns being
132- miles. It can also be reached by coach from Longreach,
from which town it is 128 miles distant. This town is surrounded
by a number of large sheep stations. Horses and cattle are also
bred in the district. Some day the agricultural possibilities
of the district may be developed, but at present they are neglected
because the sheep and cattle industries hold sway. In a small
way, the productiveness of the soil has been proved by the
cultivation of grapes and oranges of excellent quality. As a
health resort, particularly for people affected with chest and
throat troubles, Winton has claims peculiarly its own. Water is
laid on to the town from the artesian bores. The wool production in 1912 totalled 9,039,332 lb., and was valued at £367,223,
The district carries 1,389,810 sheep, 66,220 cattle, and 10,625
horses. Population (estimated), 2,300.
Blackall
This nicely-laid out town is on the Barcoo River, and has
some large sheep stations all round it. The streets are named
after flowers, and planted with rows of flowering shade trees,
which give the town an attractive appearance. Blackall is
connected with the Central Line by an extension from Jericho,
This branch line is 111 miles south-west from the last-named
place, Benlidi being the terminus. The further extension of
this line to Windorah is now being proceeded with. The rich
black soil in the district will grow different kinds of fruits,
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vegetables, and farm produce, and the water from the artesian
bores can be used with the utmost satisfaction for irrigation
purposes. The country, too, is also suitable for dairying, in
1912, 3,649 lb. of farmers' butter were made. During the same
period there were 975,970 sheep, 6,079 cattle, and 5,598 horses.
Wool produced in 1912: 6,167,318 lb., valued at £250,547. At
the Blackall wool-scour a large number of the sheep of the
grazing selectors are shown every season, and a good deal of
the greasy wool in the district is also scoured there. There

/sis Downs Station Road Motor Train, Shamrock Street, Blackall.
are several fine orchards in the district, where grapes and
oranges of excellent flavour can be obtained during the season.
Water is supplied to the householders through mains from the
town artesian bore. Population (estimated), 1,300.
Cleriiiont
is on Sandy Creek, and has a population of about 1,300. It is
the centre of a very important mining and pastoral district.
Much of the land is also suitable for agricultural and dairying
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purposes. Oranges and grapes do exceptionally well. Sheep,
cattle, and horses are fairly extensively raised in the district.
In 1912, there were 633,953 sheep, 134,745 cattle, and 12,215
horses. The wool production was 3,802,513 lb., and was valued
at £154,477. The district also produced:—Gold, 577 fine oz ;

Drummond Street,

Clermont.

coal, 79,501 tons; farmers' butter, 6,529 lb.; honey, 3,800 lb.;
eggs, 4,993 dozen; hay, 196 tons; cotton, 200 lb.; grapes, 1,390 lb.;
oranges, 799 bushels.
Sprmg"sure?
on Springsure Creek, is one of the oldest towns in Queensland,
and has a population of about 600. It is in the midst of a
number of big sheep and cattle stations, and its mountainous
scenery adds considerably to the picturesqueness of the town
and district. Many of the peaks are unique in formation, and
possess much rugged beauty. Opals are being found in different
parts of the district. A good deal of the land is all that is
required for general farming, fruit-growing, and dairying, and
several of the settlers are doing well in these directions. The
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1. Manager's Residence on Gindie State Farm, near Emerald.
2. Warren State Farm, near Bockhampton.
3. Gindie State Farm, near Emerald.
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sheep, in 1912, numbered 422,575, cattle 124,919, and houses
9,449. The wool production totalled 2,611,874 lb., and was valued
at £106,017. During the same year 8,772 lb. of farmers' butter
were produced, 483 tons of hay, and 1,697 dozen eggs. Springsure
is 42 miles south by rail from Emerald, and 205 miles by rail
from Rockhampton.
Many Peaks.
This important mining centre is 58 miles south-west by
rail from Gladstone. The railway line passes through portion
of the rich agricultural country in the valleys of the Boyne and
Calliope Rivers. There is room here for hundreds of new
settlers to make a comfortable living at general farming, dairying, &c. At Many Peaks the Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company is working a mine which is producing enormous quantities
of copper-bearing flux ore every year. The mine gives employment
to over 300 hands. Other minerals are found in the outlying
districts. Population (estimated), 1,500.
EXPERIENCES OF SETTLERS.
During a recent tour through Central Queensland the Compiler was enabled to obtain the practical experiences of hundreds
of new and old settlers on the fertile areas in this land of
great possibilities and substantial realities. Want of space,
however, precludes the publication of the whole of these in
this book. The cases cited will serve to illustrate what the
men on the land in the districts visited are doing to develop
the agricultural resources of the country. Despite that the
new settlers were faced with many difficulties at the outset, they,
by indomitable pluck, determination, and perseverance, succeeded
in conquering the dense scrubs and mountain fastnesses, and
converting them into wealth-producing agricultural homesteads.
Many of these settlers started with only a few pounds in their
pocket, but they had what money cannot buy—stout hearts,
courage, and energy. To-day quite a number of these have
turned the corner of adversity into the highway of success, and
are reaping the fruits of their labours. In most of the instances
quoted the settlers took up Crown lands, the payments for
which extending over twenty years.
In the Springsure district, Mr. M. T. Bourke is one of
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the most successful dairymen and mixed farmers. His dairyherd consists of purebred Shorthorns, and pedigreed bulls. On
an average he milks 88 cows once daily during the year, and
these are fed on natural pastures. Last year he obtained 19,094
gallons of milk, and 9,339 lb. of cream produced 2,649 lb. of
commercial butter. In April, 1913, 1,039 lb. of cream sent to
one of the Rockhampton factories returned over 576 lb. of commercial butter. His year's transactions in pigs realised £91 12s.;
turkeys, £27 3s.; fowls, £2 10s. 8d.; eggs (317 dozen), £16; fat

^
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View of Springsure- Township.
bullocks, 400 at £7 per head; horses (artillery and draught),
£626 10s. Several of the horses brought from £26 to £28 per
head.
The Daniels family, which numbers no less than eight
distinct branches, are also very successful mixed farmers in
the Gindie district. Their operations comprise wheat-growing,
dairying, sheep-breeding, &c. In 1913, they had about 250 acres
under wheat.
Mr. C. F. Holton, who was a miner by occupation, took
up 160 acres at Grantleigh, in the Gogango district, seven years
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ago. At the time he had only £50 in his pocket. For a couple
of years he undertook to cut timber for the Mount Morgan
Mine, and also worked on the selections of several of his neighbours. By this means he made sufficient money to enable him
to start farming on his own account. To-day he is making a
profit of over £100 annually by growing lucerne, maize, potatoes,
&c. Last year he obtained from 65 to 70 bushels to the acre
from his crop of maize, and his lucerne yields from five to six
cuttings annually. Berkshire and Yorkshire pigs are bred on
a small scale. Among other crops grown are Rhodes grass,
millets, barley, cowpea, pumpkins, and grapes. In partnership

Jfr. i?. Laver's Farm in the Gogango Scrub.
with Mr. H. Gates, he has acquired a prickly-pear selection of
640 acres on the opposite side of the line. The pear, which is
very thick, is being eradicated by burning. It takes two men
a day to clear two acres. About 150 acres of this property is
to be planted with wheat, oats, English potatoes, and fruits of
various kinds.
Mr. Robert Laver, a Victorian farmer, together with his
nine sons, took up 13,000 acres under the group system in
the Gogango Scrub five years ago. They have now 3,000 acres
cleared, and 500 acres under cultivation, 400 acres being under
Rhodes grass. The other crops are:—Maize, 30 acres; lucerne,
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50 acres; cowpea, 5 acres; pumpkins (planted in the same area
with the maize), 35 acres. Citrus fruits and grapes are also
grown on a small scale. Last year 10 acres of oats and 9 acres
of wheat averaged 2 tons of hay to the acre. Herefords, crossed
by a Devon-Shorthorn strain of Dull, are bred for the butcher
every year. The dairy herd is composed of grade Shorthorns
and Ayrshires, crossed by an Illawarra bull. The return from
20 to 40 cows for the year was 5,649 lb. of commercial butter.
The 60 cows milked daily earn about 15s. per head per month.
All the milking is done by machine. Last year 100 tons of
oaten, wheaten, and lucerne chaff were sold at £4 10s. per ton.
The Laver family also devote much attention to pig-raising. A

Oak Street,

Barcaldine.

few years ago they bred purebred Lincolns, and in 1912 fattened
27 merinos on an acre of rape. The land is of a rich chocolate
nature, and is watered by Gogango Creek, several lagoons, and
the Fitzroy River. Steps are to be taken at an early date to
irrigate the farms by lifting the water from the river by means
of a pump, and then adopting natural gravitation. The Laver
family, who started with plenty of money, are in a position to
carry on their operations on a large scale. They estimate the
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cost of clearing their scrub land at £3 per acre. They state
that Queensland, particularly the Gogango Scrub portion of it,
is the finest agricultural country in the Commonwealth. The
climate, too, cannot be equalled.
Mr. C. G. Young selected 136 acres at Deeford, in the
Dawson Yalley country, in 1912. Previously he was a commercial traveller in Sydney. When he landed in the district he
had £200. After clearing the dense vine scrub from his farm, he
planted 24 acres with maize, Rhodes grass, and pumpkins. The
price paid for the Crown land was 50s. per acre. Mr. Young

Good Crop of Rhodes

at Mount Larcom, Gladstone
District.

estimates his first year's expenditure at slightly over £100.
Dairying and pig-raising on a small scale is carried on. This
young farmer stated he was well satisfied with his prospects.
Mr. E. Stevens, of Deeford, in the Dawson Yalley, came
from Tasmania nearly two years ago, with £600. His farm
consists of 174 acres, of which 65 acres have been cleared of
the dense scrub, and planted with maize and Rhodes grass. He
intends to give dairying some of his attention at an early date.
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1. On Isis Downs Station, Blachall
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The first year's operations involved an expenditure of about
£185.
Mr. W. J. Barber selected 640 acres of dense vine scrub
and brigalow country a few miles from Banana in 1913 at
10s. per acre. He came from Young (New South Wales), with
£190, and had no previous experience of agricultural life. About
46 acres of the scrub have been cleared, and planted with Rhodes
grass and maize, the latter being sown with the aid of a handplanter. From 30 to 40 acres more scrub are being cleared, and
will be put under cultivation when it is ready. The first year's
outlay on the farm amounted to about £190.

New Settler's Sugar-cane Farm at Mount Larcom, Gladstone
District.
Mr. Peter Jensen started in the Banana district with £150
by taking up 880 acres a little over a year ago at 10s. per acre.
The country comprises brigalow scrub and open downs. He has
cleared 50 acres, and put in Rhodes grass and maize. A further
50 acres is to be cleared, and planted with Rhodes grass and
maize. Mr. Jensen's first crop of maize of 34 acres yielded 900
bushels.
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Mr. Charles Roderick is one of the pioneers of the agricultural industry in the Banana district. He has 1,280 acres of
land, for which he paid 10s. per acre. In addition to raising
crops, Mr. Roderick is engaging in dairying and pig-raising.
Last year he obtained 840 bushels of maize from 33 acres. This
year he has 27 acres under maize, and 33 acres of Rhodes grass.
Mr. J. Maloney, of Glenmore, Rockhampton, is making a
comfortable living from 3 acres of citrus fruits and a quarteracre of grapes. The 300 orange trees yield about 900 cases
annually, one tree, in particular, producing no less than 295
dozen in a year. Some of the trees are 46 years old, and are
still bearing. The orchard is irrigated from Limestone Creek
by gravitation. The area of his property is 520 acres.
Mr. J. T. Coates, of Harveston, Rockhampton, was formerly
a mining engineer before he took up 327 acres on the bank of
the Fitzroy River. He has 10 acres under fruits—1,100 papaws,
150 citrus (including oranges, limes, lemons, cumquots), 500
grape vines, 50 custard apples, 20 mangoes, also figs, bananas,
apples, pears, peaches, quinces, persimmons, pineapples, granadillas, &c. There are also 30 acres under lucerne, 11 acres of
Japanese millet, and 5 acres of sweet potatoes. White Leghorns
and Black Orpingtons of pure strains are largely raised, the
former by the thousands. Mr. Coates also pays much attention
to dairying, and his herd of grade Shorthorns give good returns
monthly. Although his fruit trees only started to bear last
year, his returns in this direction amounted to £150. Prom
poultry and eggs he received £150, dairying £101, chaff £180, and
miscellaneous £35. The total receipts from all sources were
£606. Last year Mr. Coates paid away over £400 in wages.
After paying for his freehold of 21 acres, Mr. A. Neale, of
Parkhurst, North Rockhampton, had only about £5 in cash,
three horses, and a few agricultural implements. By dint of
hard work he cleared his land of the forest, planted it with fruit
trees, and in a couple of years he gathered his first crops.
Later he erected his present home. To-day he is in a comfortable position, due entirely to fruit-growing. In all 5 acres are
under fruits of different kinds. Citrus fruits, which number
300 trees, are most generally grown. Grapes, peaches, papaws,
loquats, plums, and mangoes are also cultivated. In 1913, citrus
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fruits returned £250, grapes £130, and other crops £30. He
milks a few cows of the Shorthorn-Hereford cross for his own
wants, and pigs are bred for a like purpose. Poultry and
vegetables are annually raised for market. Mr. Neale is a
strong advocate of dry farming.
Among the new settlers in the Stanwell district are quite a
number who started with limited capital, and no previous
experience in farming. Mr. T. P. Connor was a miner, and
had £500. Not only is he dairying, growing crops, and raising
pigs, but he is also breeding beef cattle and horses with much
success. Messrs. J. Thomas (stockman) and J. Todman (miner)

Horse Saleyards at Longreach.

started with £250, and are now doing well out of general
farming, dairying, pig-raising, &c. Portion of the farm is
irrigated, the water being lifted by a pump from Neerkol Creek,
and conveyed in galvanised iron piping to the cultivation areas.
They estimate the cost to irrigate an acre at 8s., exclusive of
their own labour. Mr. W. H. Teakel (a Victorian farmer)
started with £400, and says that he is doing better than he
did in Victoria. Every year he is getting good crops of maize,
lucerne, wheat, pumpkins, potatoes, &c. He has a small herd
of grade Ayrshires, and a few pigs. The Plunkett family have
been farming for three years, and are getting splendid returns
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from their operations. They have a fairly large area
maize, lucerne, potatoes, &c, milk 15 grade Ayrshires
and breed horses and pigs for market. Mr. Plunkett
£1,400 for the farm of 411 acres as a going concern for his

under
daily,
paid
sons.

Quite a number of the new settlers in the Woodend and
Bushley Scrubs, in the Rockhampton district, started in a
small way, and are now in very comfortable circumstances.
The Lehfeldt Bros, were formerly employed as labourers at
the Mount Morgan Mine. In 1895 they selected 160 acres, and,
after paying the first year's rent (£5 15s.), had only a few
shillings left. When they had finished fencing the land and

Harvesting Wheat on Air. F. S. Daniel's Farm at Gindie,
Emerald District.
clearing portion of it, they arranged to supply the Mount
Morgan Mine with firewood. By this means they made sufficient
money to acquire a further 160 acres for £100 cash, and effect
more substantial improvements on their holdings. Farming was
begun in real earnest in 1906, and since then success has
attended their efforts. Last year the Messrs. Lehfeldt took up
another block of 160 acres at a rental of 20s. per acre. They
havd 290 acres under cultivation—20 acres lucerne, 90 acres
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maize, 170 acres Rhodes grass, 40 acres paspalum, 5 acres
panicum, 3 acres English potatoes. Last year they averaged 110
bushels of maize to the acre from a 10-acre plot, and annexed the
championship for Central Queensland. Patches of sugar-cane
and cotton are also grown. The dairy herd comprises 20 grade
Ayrshires and a purebred Ayrshire bull. It is their intention to
increase their operations in dairying at an early date. Pigs are
being profitably raised, likewise light draught and saddle horses.
The Messrs. Lehfeldt have one of the best-conducted farms in
the State. In the Bushley district Mr. E. Holland has a splendid
farm of about 3,000 acres on Sandy Creek. He states that he
started farming with little or no money. Soon a£ter his arrival
from England, he found employment as a farm labourer, and
accepted cattle as payment for his work. A year or so later he
took up a 160-acre block at a rental of 2s. 6d. per acre, and
then started dairying. As years went by he acquired further
areas, and increased his operations to such an extent that he
is now one of the most successful settlers in Central Queensland. His dairy herd is made up of grade Shorthorns and a
pedigreed Shorthorn bull, and totals 500. On an average 80 cows
are milked once a day during the year. The young steers are
fattened up, and sold to the butchers when about 12 months old.
Last year he sold 36 of these at £3 10s. per head. Horses (light
draughts and saddle) are also bred. He also finds time for
raising Berkshire and Yorkshire pigs. There are 35 acres under
cultivation—4 acres lucerne, and 31 acres rotation crops—
wheat, oats, rye, panicum, &c. Mr. Holland is also a maker of
Cheshire cheese of splendid flavour, but his operations in this
respect are only on a small scale.
Mr. J. T. Alexander, of Glenlyon Farm, Dalma, arrived in
Queensland from New South Wales in 1887, with a horse and
saddle and 3s. 6d. in his pocket. At first he engaged in droving,
then was a stockman on a station, and later manager of several
cattle runs. Seven years ago he purchased 3,000 acres of the
Glenlyon Estate, which consisted of open forest country. Then
he turned his attention to the breeding of dairy and beef cattle,
and Border-Leicester sheep. He is getting £5 per head for 2
year old steers, £3 for 12 months old steers, and £4 15s. for 3
year old heifers. The area under cultivation totals 14 acres—
barley 4 acres, lucerne 2 acres, maize 2 acres, panicum 4 acres,
sweet potatoes 2 acres. He has 150 head of beef cattle, and a
small dairy herd of grade Jerseys.
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A number of other settlers in the Dalma Scrub commenced
operations without a great deal of funds, but that did not
prevent them from becoming successful. Among these may be
mentioned Messrs. H. Voelkel and B. Shaw, both of whom had
only a few pounds in their pockets when they took up land for
agricultural purposes.
In the Barmoya Scrub (Rockhampton district) a good
percentage of the recent settlers had very small beginnings,
but now they are fairly well off. Mr. J. Kersey (a carpenter)
had a horse and cart and £7; Mr. A. T. Vaisey (formerly an
employee in a New Zealand flax mill) had £75; Mr. F. W. A.
Broszat (a bricklayer), £250; Mr. Reuben Johnson (a shift boss

Mr. P. Nutseri's Orchard at Jericho.

on Mount Morgan Mine), £100. All are well satisfied with their
lot. The German settlers, of whom there are a large number,
frankly admit that they are contented, and say that one and all
have splendid opportunities to become prosperous, but they must
be prepared to work hard to attain this object. Mr. R. Johnson
is one of the most prosperous settlers in this district. He was
one of ttie &rst to settle in the district about ten years ago, and
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he has had no reason to regret it. He milks on an average 42
cows of the grade Jersey strain daily, and each beast returns
him about 15s. per month regularly. The herd includes a purebred Jersey bull and cow. There are 130 acres under Rhodes
grass and 7 acres under maize and pumpkins. Mr. Johnson has
done wonders in the short time that he has been in the district,
and his efforts should prove a strong incentive to others to
do likewise. Mr. A. Jones, of Bondoola, has demonstrated in
the most conclusive manner what the district will do in the
way of producing fruits of different kinds, as well as other
crops. Every year prolific crops of oranges, bananas, and pineapples are obtained, and the monetary returns are highly
satisfactory.

The Town Lagoon at .Clermont.
Mr. W. Kerr, of Yeppoon, started with about £15 thirtythree years ago. To-day he is one of the largest dairymen,
fruit-growers, and general farmers in the district. The early
struggles of Mr. G. McGhie, with only a few pounds of capital,
did not prevent him from attaining success. At present he is
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making a good living by fruit-growing, dairying, and general
farming. Many others, who commenced farming with larger
sums of money, are also in a thriving position.
In the Yarwun Scrub (Gladstone district) Mr. A. M.
Ferguson (a miner) had only £20 when he made up his mind to
become an agriculturist four years ago. Despite his lack of
practical knowledge, he has prospered as a general farmer and
dairyman. During the first year he earned enough money as a
sleeper-getter to enable him to carry on until his farm became
productive. Mr C. J. Butcher (a. plumber) has also proved

Mob of Springfield Station {Blackall District) Horses on the Road
to the Charleville Saleyards (S.W. Queensland).

what a settler can do on a small sum of money. When he took
up his land ten years ago he had only a few pounds, but he
still continued to work at his trade until he was better off.
Now he is fairly independent, and is turning general farming,
dairying, and fruit-growing to profitable account.
In the Mount Larcom Scrub (Gladstone district) Mr. Alex.
Somers. (a miner) took up a miner's homestead lease a few years
ago with only'£50. When questioned, he said that he was well
satisfied with his return from the cultivation of sugar-cane and
maize. Mr. H. G. Ware had only £60 when he made application
for his miner's homestead lease, and he, too, is doing well.
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Charming Beauty Spot.
Fairy Bower, on Scrubby Creek, near Rockhamyton.
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Mr. J. McLellan, of Miriam Vale (Gladstone district), stated
that he started as an agriculturist 16 years ago with a stout
heart, a strong pair of hands, plenty of pluck and determination,
and 6s. per day while he was working on the railway line.
His frugality enabled him to save money out of his wages to
buy a couple of head of cattle at a time. In his spare moments
he cleared his land, and got it ready for its first crop. After a
little time he devoted the whole of his exertions to his farm,
with the result that he soon became independent of outside
employment. That he has become a successful man is
abundantly proved by the fact that he is now enjoying a trip
to Scotland. As a dairyman and general farmer, Mr. McLellan
can hold his own with anyone in the State.
Mr. N. P. Dahl, of Colosseum (Gladstone district), was a
timber-getter when he made up his mind fourteen years ago
to invest £200 in the agricultural industry. At the present time
\e is one of the most comfortably situated farmers in the district.
The foregoing experiences are published with the idea of
snowing what can be done by settlers even at the present time
with a small amount of capital. There are a large number of
other settlers in different portions of Central Queensland,
who are very prosperous, but they started under more favourable
financial circumstances than those mentioned in the preceding
pages.

LIBERAL IMMIGRATION RATES.
Particulars regarding Passages to Queensland may be
obtained as under: —
In the United Kingdom.—From the Agent-General for
Queensland, Marble Hall, 409 and 410 Strand, London, W.C.
In Queensland.—From The Immigration Agent, Kangaroo
Point, Brisbane; from the Assistant Immigration Agents at
Rockhampton, Bundaberg, and Townsville; from Clerks of Petty
Sessions; or
From The Intelligence and Tourist Bureau, corner of Queen
and George streets, Brisbane.
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Fees.
Passages may be granted to approved assisted, nominated,
and contract immigrants at the following rates: —
£ s. d.
Males of 12 years of age and upwards . .
. . 7 0 0
Females of 12 years of age and upwards
.. 3 0 0
Immigrants' children (1 year and under 12 years
..
.. 1 10 0
of age)
Maximum Age.
Males, married women, and widows ..
.. 45 years
Single women
..
..
..
..
, . • 35 „
Parents over the age limit desirous of accompanying their
children may be nominated at full passage rates—viz., £12 18s.
each—or the rate ruling at time of application.

Wool Teams in the Main Street, Aramac.
Assisted Immigrants.
The Agent-General may grant assisted passages to immigrants approved by him, who deposit with him the sum of £1,
in addition to the prescribed fee, the said deposit of £1 to be
returned to them on tjieir arrival in Queensland.
10
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Female Domestic Servants.
Persons eligible for assistance: (a) Single women, between
18 and 35 years of age, who have been actually employed in
domestic service; (b) widows (without children), under 35 years
of age, with domestic experience; (c) waitresses, who undertake
to accept and,remain in domestic service in Queensland for
twelve months. Passages to be granted on payment of £1 before
sailing, the immigrants to sign an undertaking to refund the
balance of the passage money (£2) out of their wages within six
months after arrival in Queensland by monthly instalments.
Farm Lads.
The lads to be from 16 to 20 years of age, of good health and
physique, and to have had some farming experience. Passages
to be granted on payment of £1 before sailing, and the balance

4 Dairy Farm on Alton Downs, Bockhampton District.

of the passage money (£6) to be paid within six months after
arrival in Queensland by monthly instalments from their wages.
Employment is guaranteed in every case, and the lads must give
an undertaking to work on a farm for, at least, twglv© months.
Agriculturists.
Approved agricultural immigrants must deposit, at least, £1,
in addition to the prescribed passage fees, Til© deposit will M
returned on tbeir arrival m Queensland,
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Farm Hands.
The Agent-General may also advance a portion of the
passage money to immigrants desirous of coming to Queensland
as Farm Hands, who are unable to pay the whole of the said
passage money, on the understanding that they repay the amount
advanced at the rate of not less than £1 per month after their
arrival in Queensland. The passage fees under these circumstances will be as follows:—Males, 12 years of age and upwards,
£8; Females, 12 years of age and upwards, £4; Children, 1 year
and under 12 years of age, £2. A deposit of £1 will also be

Shearers leaving Longrcach by Motor Lorry for Corona
Station.

collected, and will be returned to the immigrant on arrival in
Queensland, or will be applied towards the reduction of the
advance referred to.
Nominated Immigrants.
Persons resident in Queensland wishing to obtain passages
for their friends or relatives in the United Kingdom or on the

Continent of Europe may do so, under ttie provisions of the
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Florida Dairy Farm, Mount Larcom, Gladstone District.
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9th section of " The Immigration Act of 1882," at the rates
mentioned on page 145, provided that their nominees sail from
London or from any other port by a vessel charging steerage
rates to Brisbane no higher than the present London to Brisbane
steerage rate.
A full description of the nominees must appear on the
application form supplied by the Immigration Department of
Queensland, which form must be made out in duplicate, and
left with the Immigration Agent or one of his sub-agents.
Nominations and payments may be made at—The Immigration Office, Brisbane, Bundaberg, Rockhampton, Mackay, Townsville; in other districts, at the office of the nearest Clerk of
Petty Sessions.
The application must be signed by the nominor, who must
be of full age, and resident at least six months in the State.
The Chief Secretary, however, has authority to waive this latter
qualification in the case of newly-arrived immigrants nominating
their families or dependants.
Note.—Nominated, assisted, or free 'passages are only granted from
Great Britain or Europe.

Contract Immigrants.
Free passages may be granted from the United Kingdom
to any part of Queensland to agricultural labourers introduced
under contract if the employer pays a fee of £7 for each labourer
introduced, and guarantees him a year's employment at wages
and under conditions approved by the Chief Secretary. The
choosing of such labourers to be left to the Agent-General, unless
they are known to the applicant, in which case the AgentGeneral's duty is restricted to passing or rejecting them.
Preferred Immigrants.
Priority will be granted to (a) nominated over assisted
immigrants; (b) farm labourers and female domestic servants
over all other immigrants; (c) married men over single men;
and (d) immigrants for country places over those for towns.
LAND SELECTION IN CENTRAL QUEENSLAND.
The State is divided into Land Agents' Districts, in the
principal town of each of which there is a Government Land
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Office and Land Agent. Particulars in respect of the location,
area, quality, rents, and prices of land available for selection
and detail plans thereof can be obtained on personal or written
application to any Land Agent in respect of his own district,
or to the Land Settlement Inquiry Office, Department of Public
Lands, Brisbane, in respect of the whole State. Branches of the
Land Settlement Inquiry Office are established at Rockhampton
and Townsville for the purpose of supplying information with
regard to available lands in the Central and Northern Divisions
of the State respectively.

The Natural Archway,

tSpringsure.

Land is made available for selection in the following modes
and classes: — (1) Agricultural Selections, i.e., Agricultural
Farms, Perpetual Leases, Agricultural Homesteads, and Free
Homesteads; (2) Grazing Selections, i.e., Grazing Homesteads
and Grazing Farms; (3) Prickly Pear Selections; and (4) Unconditional Selections.
Agricultural Farms.
Agricultural farms suitable for dairying and general farming,
may be taken up in areas up to 23560 acres under personal
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residence conditions, at prices ranging from 10s. per acre upwards, the payments therefor extending over 20 years. The
annual rental is one-fortieth of the purchasing price. The area
of a selection is notified at the time the land is thrown open;
the maximum area is only available in remote districts.
Perpetual Lease Selections.

The conditions of personal residence and improvements as
prescribed for agricultural farms apply to selections under this

On the Road to Meteor Downs Station, Springsure District.

mode. Rent for first period of ten years, 1J per cent, on the
notified purchasing price of agricultural farms. The rent for
each succeeding period of ten years is determined by Land
Court.
Agricultural Homesteads.

Maximum area, 320 acres; price, 2s. 6d. per acre; annual
rent, 3d. per acre; terms, 10 years. These areas are only available in remote localities.
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Free Homesteads.
Maximum area, 160 acres; term, 5 years; personal residence
Conditions, improvements compulsory. These areas cannot be
mortgaged or sold until a deed of grant is obtained by the
selector, and are only available in remote localities.
Grazing1 Selections.
Maximum area, 60,000 acres; personal residence conditions,
improvements compulsory; rent, from Id. per acre upwards;
term of lease, not to exceed 28 years. Annual rentals after first
period of seven years are determined by Land Court.
Unconditional Selection.
Maximum area, 1,280 acres; price, from 13s. 4d. per acre
upwards, payable in twenty annual instalments.
Prickly Pear Selections.
Maximum area, 2,560 acres; lease, 25 years, divided into
two periods; peppercorn rental, and compulsory eradication of
pear during first year, and payment of purchasing price and
maintaining land free of pear during the second period. In the
case of badly infested land, it is optional for the Lands Department to offer a bonus to the selector for the clearing of the
land, and when freed from the pest, he is entitled to a deed of
grant without any payment except the deed fees.
Closer Settlement
Under the Closer Settlement Act of 1906-13, agricultural
areas may be taken up under the following terms and conditions:—Terms: 40 years at 5 per cent, per annum. Rent:
First year, equal to £10 for every £100 of purchasing price, no
payment for second, third, and fourth years of the term. Conditions of occupation are the same as in the case of agricultural
farms.
Selection by Aliens.
An alien (that is to say, an American, German, Swede,
Italian, &c.) may, provided he obtains a certificate that he can
read and write words in such language as the Minister for
Lands may direct, acquire a selection, but, unless he becomes
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a naturalised subject of the King within five years thereafter,
all his right, title, and interest in the land will become forfeited.
An alien must live, at least, two years in the Commonwealth
before he can become naturalised.
Fuller particulars in regard to areas open for selection
under the different modes, rentals, &c, can be obtained on
application to the Officer in Charge of the Land Settlement
Inquiry Office, Brisbane.

Bandon Grove Station Sheep Crossing the Thomson River Bridge
at Longreach.

Miners9 Homestead Leases.
Under the provisions of " The Miners' Homestead Leases Act
of 1913," homestead leases can be taken up by qualified persons
on any mining field in the State as follows:—Within the
boundaries of a town, 1 acre; within 1 mile radius, 20 acres;
outside 1 mile radius, from 80 to 640 acres, the latter being the
maximum area. During the first period of thirty years the
annual rental on homesteads up to 40 acres is Is. per acre, and
6d. for any additional acreage in excess of this area. This rental
does not apply to homesteads acquired by tender or sale. After
the expiration of the thirty years' lease a nominal rental of

tfc

Panorama of the Town of Mount Morgan, showing the Famous Mine in the distance.
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lg. 6hly 6ah be demanded. The minimum annual rental for any
lease is 5s. On the recommendation of the warden, and with
the approval of the Minister, leases of homesteads may, in
certain areas, be tendered for or sold, by public auction. They
can also, with the approval of the Minister, be transferred by
the lessee to a qualified resident of the district in which they
are situated. The annual rentals are payable on or before the
31st December in each year. Applicants for leases must be
qualified residents of the districts in which the homesteads are

A Dairy Farm at Mount Larcom, Gladstone District.

situated. Applications for leases made between the 1st January
and 1st July must be accompanied by a year's rent, and those
made between the 1st July and 1st January by half a year's
rent. During the first period of thirty years, the lessee must
keep the prescribed fences or improvements on the land in
good order, keep the land clear of noxious weeds and plants,
and in all cases where residence applies, occupy the land by
the residence thereon of himself or some qualified person. The
Minister may, however, grant the lessee exemption from the
personal residence conditions for such time and on such terms
as he thinks fit, and may make reservations and stipulations
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in regard to the right of the lessee or anyone mining oil the
homestead to cut or destroy timber. The qualifications of aliens
in respect to their becoming lessees are specifically defined in
the regulations of the Act.
ASSISTANCE TO SETTLEES.
The Government issues to the intending settler desirous of
inspecting Crown lands, with a view to selecting an area not
greater than 5,120 acres, a railway ticket from the railway
station in Queensland nearest to his home at half the ordinary
fare. If the intending settler subsequently selects a selection
subject to personal residence conditions, and not exceeding
5,120 acres in area, the half-fare paid by him is refunded, and
his family, self, ordinary household furniture and effects, agricultural implements, seed, one dray, and one set of harness,
are carried free to the railway station nearest to his selection.
The maximum area mentioned above is only available in remote
districts.
The man on the land is also assisted to improve his homestead. Since the inauguration of the State Agricultural Bank in
1902, the loans to the end of June> 1913, were as follow: —
Advances approved (1911-12), £222,967; (1912-13), £268,560;
instalments paid (1911-12), £123,477; (1912-13), £193,078; total to
date, £623,498.
" The Agricultural Bank Acts Amendment Act of 1911"
provides for advances to holders of land held in fee-simple and
used or about to be used bona fide for agricultural or dairying
purposes, Agricultural Farms, Agricultural Homesteads,
Grazing Farms, Grazing Homesteads, Unconditional Selections,
or Mining Homestead Leases, held under Part VIII. of " T h e
Mining Act of 1898"; also any other lands which the Governor
in Council may, by Order in Council published in the " Gazette,"
declare to be agricultural lands for the purpose of this Act.
Advances,
Advances (not exceeding £800, with 5 per cent, per annum
added) are made for the following purposes:—Payment of
liabilities already existing on the holding; purchase of stock,
machinery, or implements; agricultural, dairying, grazing, horti-
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cultural, or viticultural pursuits on the holding, and adding to
the improvements already made on the holding.
Advances for any of the following purposes, namely: —
Buildings not exceeding £40, ringbarking, clearing, fencing,
draining, or water conservation, may be made of an amount
not exceeding £200 to the full value of the improvements proposed
to be made. Provided that, in the case of an advance being
made for the purpose of freeing land from prickly pear, the
managing director shall retain such proportion of the advance
as he thinks proper, not exceeding one-half part thereof, for

The Barcoo River on Albilbah Station, near Isisford.
such period as he thinks proper, in order to secure the effective
and permanent freeing of the land from prickly pear.
After the execution of the necessary securities, applicants
can receive their instalments of the advances while the work
is proceeding, or in a lump sum on the completion of the
improvements.
All applications for advances must be accompanied by a
valuator's fee of £3, half of which will be refunded if the applica-
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tion is not granted. All costs of investigation, preparation, and
registration of securities for advances must be paid by applicants.
Form of Improvements.
The following are regarded as improvements under the
provisions of the Act:—Clearing, breaking up, ringbarking,
fencing, draining, bores, wells, dams and reservoirs, buildings,
machinery (if a fixture), cattle dips, stockyards,
Bepayment of Loans.
In cases where advances have been made for the purpose
of payment of liabilities already existing on the holding, purchase

" 4-
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A Dairy Herd in the Blackall District.
of stock, machinery, or implements, the borrower shall, on the
first day of January or the first day of July, as the case may be,
following the date of the advance, begin to redeem his advance,
inclusive of interest, by payment of £4 Os. 3d. half-yearly for
each £100 borrowed, until the whole has been paid; the first

instalment of .such repayment shall be due and payable on the
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Herefprds on Fairvieiv Station, Mount Larcom, Gladstone District.
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1st January or 1st July next ensuing after the advance was made.
In cases where advances are made for the purpose of agricultural, dairying, grazing, horticultural, or viticultural pursuits on the holding, or for the purpose of effecting improvements or adding to those already made, loans may have a
currency not exceeding twenty-five years. During the first five
years simple interest only is payable. At the expiration of five
years from the first day of January or the first day of July, as

New Settler's Home in the Gogango Scrub.

the case may be, following t,he date of the advance, the borrower
shall begin to redeem his advance by payment of £4 0s. 3d. halfyearly for each £100 borrowed, inclusive of interest, until the
whole has been paid: Provided always that the advance may
be repaid sooner than is here provided, and in larger instalments.
THE WOKKERS' DWELLINGS ACT OF 1909 AND
AMENDMENT ACT OF 1912.

This Act, which has been so much availed of since its
introduction, provides a means of enabling persons under certain
conditions to obtain their own homes by an easy process o£
repayment.
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For general information the provisions of the Act as now
amended are here briefly summarised:—
(a) The Act applies to any part of Queensland; (b) the
maximum sum that can be borrowed is £300, at the
rate of 75 per cent, of the total security; (c) the
borrowed amount is repayable at the rate of 13s. 3d.
per month per £100 for twenty years, but may be paid
off at any time during that period. The interest is
charged only on the monthly balance; (d) amount
payable to the Department with each application to
cover expenses is £3, plus 10s. registration fee of
mortgage.

Motor-car Picnic on Stratlidarr Station, Longreach

District.

To ascertain the amount an applicant may borrow, the
following items are added together:—Value of land, fencing,
dwelling, and plans and stove, and the advances will be threefourths of the total.
The conditions to be observed by intending borrowers
are: —
(a) Land must be freehold; (b) applicant must not possess
any other dwelling in Queensland or elsewhere; (c)
salary, must not be over £200.
All information will be promptly supplied by the Secretary.
To 30th June of last year 1,836 dwellings under the above
Act have been erected, the monetary advances aggregating
£458,404.
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The provisions of the above Act are fully availed of in
Central Queensland, particularly in the far western towns.
LAM) AVAILABLE FOR SETTLERS.
Central Queensland has room in its vast territory for
millions of new settlers. Hundreds of thousands of acres of
fertile areas are available for agriculturists, fruit-growers,
dairymen, and graziers on the most reasonable terms and
conditions. The rich agricultural land in the Dee, Don, and
Dawson "Valleys will grow all kinds of crops, and a large portion

Wool Teams at the Longreach Railway Station.
of it is admirable for dairying and cattle-breeding. It is well
watered, and the annual rainfallis satisfactory. The purchasing
price of the agricultural lands range from 10s0. to 50s. per acre,
while the rental of the grazing farms is from |d. per acre
upwards. There is room for a great deal of agricultural development on the fertile lands in the Gogango Scrub, where there is
an abundance of water, and the rainfall every year is regular
and sufficient to insure good crops being harvested. This country
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is also splendid for dairying, lamb-raising, and general farming.
In the Woodend and Bushley Scrubs the virgin soil will yield
prolific crops of maize, sugar-cane, potatoes, &c., while Rhodes
grass will simply grow wild. The dairyman, too, can also make
a good living in these localities. The land around South Yaamba,
Morinish, Alton Downs, and in the Dalma Scrub has practically
no limits to its wealth-producing properties. Not only can all
kinds of farm produce be raised, but sugar-cane, Rhodes grass,
&c, also do exceedingly well. The country has also undoubted
dairying possibilities. In the Emerald and Springsure districts
the new settler will find areas on which he can grow wheat,
maize, oats, barley, &c, successfully, and also live comfortably
by dairying. The Barmoya Scrub lands will produce almost
anything in the way of crops—farm produce of all kinds, sugarcane, and different fruits. For dairying purposes, the country
cannot be excelled. In the valleys of the Calliope and Boyne
Rivers there are thousands of acres of beautiful agricultural and
dairying country available for new settlers. What the land in
the Mount Larcom and Yarwun districts will raise in the way
of crops is simply marvellous. Mount Larcom, it may be mentioned, is one of the most densely settled districts in the State,
under the provisions of the Miners' Homestead Leases Act. The
thriving townships of Bororen, Miriam Vale, and Rosedale have
also room within their fertile boundaries for a considerable
number of new settlers, and they will be warmly welcomed, too,
when they arrive.
In the Jardine, Barmoya, Yaamba, Neerkol, Bunerba, Deeford,
Calliungal, Rannes, Stanwell, Boolburra, Duaringa, Cawarral,
Archer, Marmor, and Raglan districts there are agricultural^
areas available for selection at a purchasing price ranging from
10s. to 51s. 8d. per acre; in the Calliope, Mount Larcom, Miriam
Vale, and Inveragh districts at from 10s. to 25s. per acre; in
the Banana district at from 10s. to 15s. per acre; in the Capella
district at from 10s. to 30s. per acre; in the Alpha district at
from 10s. to 20s. per acre; and in the St. Lawrence district at
from 10s. to 20s. per acre. Prickly pear agricultural selections
can be selected in the Banana, Gladstone, Rockhampton, and
Springsure districts, in more or less large areas, at a purchasing
price of from nil to 9s. lid. per acre, the payments extending
over a period of from 15 to 24 years.
Grazing areas up to 10,000 acres and 46,000 acres are avail-
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able in the following districts:—Banana—annual rental |d. to
Id. per acre, tenure from 14 to 28 years; Clermont—annual
rental id. to 2d. per acre, tenure 14 to 28 years; Gladstone—
annual rental id. to Id. per acre, tenure 14 to 28 years; Rockhampton—annual rental id. to Id. per acre, tenure 21 to 28 years;
Springsure—annual rental id. to lid. per acre, tenure 14 to 28
years; Windorah—annual rental id. per acre, tenure 28 years.
In connection with a number of the large pastoral holdings onefourth of their areas may also be resumed at any time by the

Freak Mock on Applevale Station, Morinish District, near
Rockhampton.

Crown, and cut up into suitable areas as grazing farms for
intending settlers as demand arises.
The appended figures show the extent of the settlement in
Central Queensland during the past fifteen years:—Agricultural
selections—Number of selectors, 2,399; total area, 945,083 acres;
grazing selections—number of selectors, 2,395; total area,
18,086,425 acres; grand totals: Number of selectors, 4,794; total
area, 19,031,508 acres.
A study of the table on page 9 and the map facing page
149 will show the annual rainfalls for different portions of
Central Queensland.
Compiled 4th June, 1914.
A. J. CUMMING, GOVT. PRINTER, BRISBANE.

