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Members of the Commercial Rowing Club of 1896, M. Halley, N . Drury, P. Hart, W . Dowridge, and, presumably, the cox. Founded in 

October 1877, it is the oldest sporting club in Queensland to have a continuous and active existence. Thomas Finney, a prominent 

businessman and MLA, and F.R. Davis, manager of the Yorkshire Insurance Co. , were the prime movers for a rowing club for commercial 

men. (John Oxley Library) 



INTRODUCTION 

Throughout the nineteenth century 

and in the early decades of the 1900s 

Queenslanders, old and young, men 

and women, rich and poor, 

exhibited one consistent trait. They 

were a sporting lot. Not all par

ticipated together or on equal terms 

but they involved themselves eagerly 

in a plethora of their favourite 

activities. They enjoyed their cricket 

and football on the playing fields of 

the state's great grammar schools 

and on the numerous recreation 

grounds in places such as Brisbane, 

Toowoomba and Charters Towers. 

Clubs for hunting, tennis, cycling, 

golf, and croquet were established 

and provided a variety of outlets for 

enthusiasts. Racecourses, regattas 

and an assortment of festivals, car- TL L • i u i j L 
Though tennis was an upper class sport, the warm climate and the 

nivals and athle t ic ga the r ings availability of land in Queensland enabled the game to be played by 
attracted their rair share or com- other classes. Tennis courts were a common feature at many country 

grounds. Adherents of sport spoke 

out loudly in its favour, and the 

cr i t ics , whi le voic ing thei r 

dissatisfaction at the population's 

over-indulgence in athletic pursuits, 

merely highlighted the actual state 

of affairs and confirmed its popu

larity. The debate over sport in 

Queensland offers a unique com

mentary, providing insights into the 

past patterns of leisure, social 

exclusivity and discrimination. 

This historical overview sets out 

to capture some of these images. 

Through old photographs and 

lithographs, and the hterature of the 

period, it looks at Queensland's 

obsession with sport. It is an impres

sionistic survey of the events and 

institutions and of the ideals of 

individuals and groups which so 

significantly influenced this preoc-

petitors and thousands of spectators homes, even at very modest residences. (Fryer Library, University of cupation. In chronicling those spor-

for both pleasure and profit. Queensland) ting inclinations which Queens-

Sport was important to the state's many inhabitants in this landers so easily and readily integrated into the fabric of their 

era. Indeed, it was justified frequently on religious, moral, social hves, it represents a long-neglected episode in 

educative, social, poHtical, therapeutic, and psychological Queensland's social history. 



Tennis and croquet, as seen here, were socially acceptable for women in colonial society. They were physical but not 
"manly" activities in which a lady might "glow", but not perspire, and certainly never sweat. Immense hats and long 
dresses with sleeves to the wrists kept women restricted and feminine. (John Oxley Library) 



COLONIAL LIFE 
Young men who mix together in healthy sport and manly exertion grow 
into robust, fearless men, but the muff who prefers loafing at home almost 
invariably turns out a timid pusillanimous weakling. The atmosphere of the 
sports ground is free and invigorating, the men are manly, and to be 
respected you must be straight. 

Queensland Cricketer and Footballer 

1893 

With the settlement of Queensland in the 

mid-Victorian period, organised sport 

became a prominent feature in the lives of 

many of the colony's inhabitants. There are 

a number of possible explanations for 

sport's significant standing among the 

various social groups. Some people enjoyed 

the prospect of participating in what were 

considered healthful activities. For them, 

the pleasure given by an early morning 

gallop over the Queensland countryside or 

a lazy afternoon sail along the Brisbane 

River was ample reason for involvement. 

Tied in with this hedonistic appreciation of 

sport was the keen desire to emulate British 

traditions. Certain sports were quite in

dicative of a determined effort to retain 

cultural ties. Cricket was the supreme ex

ample, though an activity such as hunting 

also reinforced the cultural dependency 

links with the Mother Country. 

Others in Queensland used sport to 

highlight class differences. While it is often claimed that class 

lines were less rigidly drawn in the antipodes than they were 

back in Britain, distinctions did exist. Membership to golf clubs, 

hunt clubs and certain other sport organisations and associations 

was quite purposefully selective and was designed, through strict 

entrance procedures and criteria, to distinguish the social 

The ideals of muscular Christianity and athleticism 
were passed on to the young. Here a father teaches 
his son the "manly" sport of boxing. (John Oxley 
Library) 

Standing of those accepted. There is also no 

doubt, however, that some sports were 

more egalitarian. The racecourse, rowing 

regattas and athletic meetings were spec

tacles that every sector of society could at

tend. Although admission prices, on the 

occasions they were charged, segregated 

the crowds, the actual events were enjoyed 

by all. One other factor,also ensured that 

sport provided, to a degree, a certain 

amount of equality of opportunity, and 

that was the competitive element. 

Competition was vital for cricket, foot

ball and rowing, and athletics was no dif

ferent. In both large and small com

munities athletes from various class 

backgrounds did compete, including 

Aborigines who were sometimes in a 

"stable" of runners headed by a boss or 

master. Local circumstances, such as isola

tion and small numbers of participants, 

created this situation. However, there was 

at least one more reason for open competition, and that was the 

lure of prizes. Monetary rewards were available in boxing, scull

ing, horseracing, and athletics, and were not unknown in a varie

ty of other activities as well. Professionahsm was prevalent in 

Queensland sport and the potential profit which it represented — 

for competitors, for gambhng spectators and for administrators 



4 Colonial Life 

Playing cards with friends was an en
joyable way to pass the time. A close 
inspection of this carefully-staged 
photograph reveals more than just a 
happy get-together. (John Oxley 
Library) 

Bicycle races at the Gabba in 1914. 
Though the Brisbane Cricket Ground, 
Woolloongabba, was built mainly for 
cricket, practical considerations dic
tated that other sports would be en
couraged to use the facilities. At the 
turn of the century, the Gabba, the Ex
hibition Ground and even racecourses 
were multi-sport venues. (John Oxley 
Library) 

Two gentlemen's cricket teams, 1885. Playing the noble and "manly" game of cricket was a well-established 
way to spend one's leisure time. (John Oxley Library) 



Colonial Life 

with a shrewd business acumen — made competitive sport a 

popular form of entertainment. 

A further product of competition, especially when 

Queenslanders began to contest against teams from other col

onies and from overseas, was the concept of social progress. Suc

cess in this level of sporting engagement was, it was believed, 

illustrative of the improvements that Queensland was making in 

other walks of life, such as commerce and education. It was a 

clear sign that the colony was bettering the quality of its human 

resources and not falling behind the standards being established 

elsewhere in Austraha and throughout the Empire. A real sense 

of colonial rivalry developed from Queensland's involvement in 

its matches in rugby and cricket with its colonial opponents such 

as New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia. This, in 

turn, helped to nurture partisan affihation among both com

petitors and supporters. Sport was closely associated with and 

actually engendered notions of regional identity even in such a 

young community. 

The most pervasive justifications for playing sport in the Vic

torian era, however, concerned the arguments over sport's 

mental, moral and physical benefits. "Manliness" was a term 

frequently used to describe that essential quality which sport 

helped to inculcate. Logically, it was not expected to inspire 

women. It stemmed in part from nineteenth-century perceptions 

of Christian manliness, and particularly from Thomas Arnold's 

interpretation of this ideal. Arnold, the famous headmaster of 

Rugby School in England, believed that Christian manliness 

represented the Christianising of a man's character through 

moral endeavours. Manliness gained its physical dimension in the 

popular literature of Charles Kingsley's Westward Ho! (1855) and 

Thomas Hughes' Tom Brown's Schooldays (1857) when it found 

expression in a new label, "muscular Christianity". Games such 

as cricket and football were seen as moral agents capable of not 

only building up a person's physical reserves but also of 

strengthening one's character. Queenslanders were constantly 

exposed to this interpretation through books and newspapers. 

They coveted the "manly" qualities of sport and emphasised the 

virtues of "manly" exercises. They were absorbed with the idea 

of " the healthy mind in the healthy body" , mens sana in corpore 

sano, and condoned practices which endeavoured to bring about 

this desired state. When this was associated with contemporary 

thoughts on citizenship, and especially the production of 

upstanding citizens, strong in body and mind, it provided a 

powerful rationale for the promotion of organised sport and 

physical activity for all age groups. 

With this complex system of values and views impinging on 

the structure of Queensland sport, it is not difficult to unders

tand how and why Queenslanders appeared to be devoted to 

their sporting passions or, as historian Ronald Lawson noted of 

the Brisbane people, "took their right to leisure seriously". 

The Queensland Ladies' Interstate Tennis Team of 1908: May Thurlow, 
Maud Larad, Eva Thurlow, Florence Horton. Note, in this delightfully posed 
photograph, the high collars, long sleeves and ties (with Queensland brooch) 
and the glorious hats. (John Oxley Library) 
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At a ladies' swimming carnival at the 
Booroodabin Baths, Brisbane, in 1904, 
the size of the crowd is indicative of 
the interest. Neck-to-knee costumes 
were worn to ensure modesty. The 
baths were next to the present-day 
Valley Baths. (John Oxley Library) 

On home turf in 1900 the Queensland 
team defeated New South Wales 8-0 
and 20-0 in the annual intercolonial 
rugby competition. Such victories 
reinforced the colony's self-image and 
fostered regional identity. Seated in the 
centre of the front row is Fred Lea, 
considered the "father" of Queensland 
rugby union. Individuals on state 
teams were "capped", that is they 
were presented with a velvet cap and 
gold tassel. The tradition began in 
England and was adopted in the col
onies. (Mitchell Library, State Library 
of New South Wales) 



Colonial Life 

Simple pleasures such as wheelbarrow races were often part of a Sunday's outing to 
the beach, about 1910-1920. (John Oxley Library) 

Students at Miss Wonderey's Private School in Geddes Street, Toowoom
ba, 1905, ride the billy goat using a hand-made cart. (Darling Downs 
Institute of Advanced Education) 

Swimming scene in the country, 
about 1910-1920. Few are wear
ing costumes, and one pair is 
staging a mock boxing match. 
Creeks and water holes were 
very popular during the hot 
Queensland summer months. 
(John Oxley L ib ra ry . 
Photograph by G.C. Pullar) 
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Rowing, another "manly" sport, was promoted as a healthy and beneficial 
form of exercise and even more importantly as a fine British activity. The 
Commercial Club team of 1888, which won the Queensland Champion Fours 
at Maryborough on 24 May 1884, was D. O'Connor (no. 2), E. Winter {cen
tre, the stroke), T. Hughes (no. 3), C. Midson (cox), and F.J. Isles (bow). 
0ohn Oxley Library) 

The British passion for the sport of hunting was avidly pursued in the col
onies. However, the kangaroo was hunted instead of deer and fox. (Mitchell 
Library, State Library of New South Wales) 
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The finaHsts for the "Queensland 100" were, left to right, W. Toohey 
(4th), Aboriginal runner and cricketer Albert Henry (3rd), future 
world champion Arthur Postle (2nd), and the winner, to everyone's 
surprise, Frank Tully, a local Nudgee College schoolboy. For 
modesty's sake runners wore two pairs of shorts. (Mrs K. Lehane, 
Tully family album) 

A packed house at the Gabba for the first "Queensland 100" in 1903 was indicative of 
the appeal of professional foot racing, or "pedestrianism", in Brisbane. Though they 
were in a minority, women also frequented such events. (Mrs K. Lehane, Tully family 
album) 

The Breakfast Creek Sports 
Ground in the 1880s was a 
multi-sport venue, though it 
was primarily utilised for foot
ball and horseracing. In the 
1890s it was renamed the Albion 
Park Racecourse. (John Oxley 
Library) 
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Members of a bicycle club in 
Rockhampton, around 1885. The 
Rockhampton Cycling Club, formed 
in 1883, was the first outside of 
Brisbane. The popularity of cycling 
was such that the Brisbane Bicycle 
Club's first annual sports meeting in 
1883 attracted some 2,000 spectators, 
and the following year over 4,000 at
tended the competitions. (John Oxley 
Library) 

One of the comical topics of 1884 was Stevenson's wire "rabbit-
proof" fence. Sport themes were often used by magazines and 
periodicals to present their messages. (Queensland Figaro, 2 August 
1884) 

•^arvsuo'Bcszr'B WJ.TI.EI fEnffoEi. 

"Muscular developments of the 
future" was an amusing 1884 predic
tion of where the obsession with 
muscular Christianity might lead. 
(Queensland Figaro, 24 May 1884) 

Muscular Developments of the Future. 

http://wj.ti.ei
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Group outings, church, and 

familv picnics were the main 

forms of relaxation for the 

residents of country towns. This 

group was on the Fitzroy River 

to escape the oppressive summer 

heat of Rockhampton, about 

1890. ( R o c k h a m p t o n and 

District Historical Society) 

."X>*0>»/% 

Rockhampton: a duck shoot at 

F i t z r o y V a l e , 1 9 1 4 . 

(Rockhampton and District 

Historical Society) 



Two Aboriginal children, Georgie Christmas and Pontius Pilate, playing at Terachy, Quilpie, 
in the early 1900s. They and their parents lived and worked at the station. Rolling in a tyre 
was a popular children's pastime on the reserves. (Mrs K. Lehane, Tully family album) 



ABORIGINAL SPORT 
AND PLAY 

They had games in which they practised throwing spears or waddies at small 

saplings, seeing who was best at it. All this helped boys to learn. Aboriginal 

children delighted in imitating their elders in every way, and played as much 

as white children do. 

Walter E. Roth Ethnological Studies Among the 
North Western Central Queensland Aborigines 

18.97 

Before the arrival of European settlers, over 

one hundred thousand Aborigines enjoyed 

a culture which had evolved steadily and 

uninterrupted for some 35-40,000 years. It 

was a culture rich in religious rites and 

ceremonies with a well-developed gather

ing and hunting economy and well-defined 

social and political patterns of behaviour. 

Physical pursuits and activities were inter

woven into their cultural structure and 

were illustrative of the significance of 

games in their society. Sham fights, tree 

climbing, and spear and boomerang throw

ing games stressed the learning of skills 

which were essential for personal survival. 

Dancing at tribal gatherings, or cor-

roborees, had deep religious connotations, 

evoking the support of the spirits for good 

hunting conditions and symbolised initia

tion rites. Other pastimes, such as mud 

sliding, skipping, and creating string 

figures, emphasised social interactions as 

well as participation for enjoyment. In games resembling soccer 

and hockey, branches were used as sticks and balls were made 

from animal skin rolled into a ball and tied with twine, or from 

kangaroo skin filled with fur or grass and sewn with sinew. It 

was a finely balanced lifestyle, respected and cherished by its 

people. But the arrival of the Europeans was to end this. The 

Two Eraser Island professional athletes and their 
trainer at the Durundur Settlement around 1902. 
(John Oxley Library) 

impact of a dominant new culture com

pletely ruptured the customs and traditions 

of the established Aboriginal way of life. 

Conflict between Aborigines and settlers 

was highhghted by the struggle for the 

same land. Ignorant or uncaring of the 

Aborigines' spiritual attachment to their 

lands, new colonists forged ahead, increas

ing their stock, extending their boundaries, 

and destroying the native ecology. The 

mass slaughter of wild animals reduced 

their supply of food. Other circumstances 

further worsened the Aborigines' station in 

life. Contemporary social doctrines concern

ing racial superiority, notably the Darwin

ian theory, convinced many whites that 

Aborigines were, as was written, "one of 

the poorest, most barbarous, sunken and 

degraded races of the whole globe with 

their idle, lazy and wandering mode of ex

istence". They were often afforded no 

more status than that of a wild dog and 

were treated in a similar manner. Indiscriminate shooting of "black-

fellows" was considered a popular pastime among certain Queens

landers. This, coupled with sexual exploitation, decimation by 

accompanying diseases, and an inabihty to assimilate into the Euro

pean value system, resulted in disaster for the colony's Aboriginal 

population. By 19(X) just over fifteen thousand remained alive. 
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An Aborigine from Cardwell playing "Cat's 
Cradle". The string figures devised by the 
Aborigines were among the most complex seen in the 
world. They would use their hands, mouth and toes 
to perform intricate figures. (John Oxley Library) 

Outstanding athlete Bob Anderson, centre, won the 
prestigious Eighth Charters Towers Hundred race in 
1903. Prior to this victory, he won a hop, step and 
jump with a total of 45 feet 5 inches (his best was 
claimed to be 49 feet). As a high jumper he was good 
for 6 feet 4 inches. Pictured with him are two of the 
runners he beat: the crack sprinter A.B. Postle, left, 
and, it is believed, the Irishman Maurice Buxton, 
right. (Mitchell Library, State Library of New South 
Wales) 



Aboriginal Sport IS 

Some relief was offered in the form of the Aboriginals' Protec

tion and Restriction of the Sale of Opium Act of 1897, which 

established sixteen reserves under the supervision of a local 

superintendant and restricted the movement of natives within 

their limits. The official purpose of such segregation was for the 

Aborigines to retain their racial purity and customs while expos

ing them to the European lifestyle in the hope that some would 

emulate it. Both objectives, in varying degrees, were accomphsh-

ed in Queensland. 

Archibald Meston, a Scot who had a varied background as a 

sugar cane planter, journalist and explorer, and Dr Walter Roth, 

surgeon and anthropologist, became the chief "Protectors" of 

Aboriginal reserves in Queensland. Both men were concerned 

with keeping the Aboriginal culture intact. Roth was a prolific 

writer on the subject and Meston, in fact, seemed obsessed with 

the idea, treating his work almost hke a crusade. He subsequent

ly organised travelling "Wild Australia" shows which displayed 

the physical prowess of Aborigines throughout Queensland. His 

own obsession with strength and fitness, coupled with an open 

admiration for the traditional skills of the Aborigines, convinced 

Meston that in some ways the indigenous Austrahan was 

superior to the white invader. He searched carefully for 

Aborigines with outstanding physical attributes and showed 

them off with pride in scenes depicting camp life, combat, 

Boorool ceremonies, and death acts. Meston's hand-selected 

troupe also performed varied official duties such as serving as 

guards of honour on official visits to Brisbane by dignitaries such 

as Lord Lamington and the Duke and Duchess of York. 

Through their exhibitions, lectures and hterature, Meston and 

Roth demonstrated publicly the strengths of Aboriginal culture. 

Meanwhile, government policy was aimed at "civilising" the 

blacks. Sport was central to this process and was adjudged by 

reserve administrators as being effective. Games, and cricket in 

particular, were seen as efficacious agents of "anglicisation". In

deed, according to the Queensland Times, cricket appeared to be 

transforming the character and disposition of the colony's 

Aborigines: "The blackfellows took the field in the style of the 

Englishman . . . all looking very tidy in their white moles and 

white singlets." Some of the blacks, it was reported, were even 

behaving "in the field like white gentlemen". There seemed to 

be no hmits to the civilising nature of the bond of Empire. The 

effects, however, were not long lasting, for organised sport did 

not stop discrimination towards the Aboriginal people. Reserva

tion regulations placed a constant restriction on them and the 

outstanding athletes that emerged, such as cricketer Albert 

Henry, and runner Charlie Samuels, only experienced brief spells 

of fame and temporary acceptance in white society. As Tom 

Petrie wrote in 1904: "They used to be free, athletic men, 

remarkably free from disease, tall, well-made and graceful, with 

wonderful powers of enjoyment; now they are often miserable, 

degraded creatures. The whites have contaminated them." 

It was customary at Aboriginal set
tlements in the late 1880s and 1890s 
for elaborate archways to be built, 
through which visiting dignitaries 
passed. Archibald Meston, convinced 
that the Australian Aborigines were a 
superior race, selected the tallest and 
those with the finest physiques to act 
as honour guards. This arch was built 
at Yhurri Gurri some time around 
1895. (Fryer Library, University of 
Queensland) 
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Leaving traditional Aboriginal 

ways behind in 1913, Jerry 

Jerome became the first of many 

Aborigines to win an Austrahan 

boxing championship (middle

weight division). He was born 

on Jimbour Station near Dalby 

in 1874. (Fryer Library, Univer

sity of Queensland) 

Tree-cl imbing competi t ions 

were popular among the south 

Q u e e n s l a n d A b o r i g i n e s . 

Although youngsters competed 

for pleasure, the mastery of 

climbing was necessary for 

phys ica l su rv iva l . (Fryer 

L i b r a r y , U n i v e r s i t y of 

Queensland) 

Jerry Jerome was 39 when he became Australian boxing 

champion. Exploited by his connections, he died broke at 

the Barambah Mission in 1950. (Darling Downs Institute 

of Advanced Education) 

Archibald Meston, in 

Aboriginal friends. 

Queensland) 

later years, talking with a few 

(Fryer Library, University of 
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Archibald Meston, author of the 
^ report on the Aborigines which led 

to new government legislation in 
1897. (Queenslander, 19 January 

m 1895, p.117) 

A por t ra i t photograph of 
Aborigines on the Clarence River, 
around 1875, after the hunt. (John 
Oxley Library) 
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The Deebing Creek Aboriginal 

cricket team of 1891. Some of 

the outstanding players were 

Cur t i s , C o o w o o l , Brown, 

Thompson, and Albert Henry. 

(John Oxley Library) 

Charl ie Samuels, one of 

Australia's greatest sprinters, 

competed very successfully in 

Queensland and New South 

Wales in the 1880s. He was 

born on Jimbour Station on the 

Darling Downs near Dalby. 

Modesty shorts went over his 

tight-fitting costume. (Darling 

Downs Institute of Advanced 

Education) 

Aborigines working as station hands frequently competed in the local 

horseraces. (Mrs K. Lehane, Tully family album) 
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A family quietly fishing in the 

Croydon district in 1890s. Spear-

throwing games taught skills essential 

for survival. (John Oxley Library) 

JOHN M?NAB 
I \ H H I A G I, f ;• . ^ 

Archibald Meston in shield and nulla 

nulla combat with an Aborigine as part 

of his "Wi ld Australia" show. He 

took his troupe of Aborigines on tours 

around Queens land , and even 

journeyed to Sydney for the 1901 

Australia Day celebrations. (John Ox

ley Library) 

. ,*,'^s^rr '^-'''••% 

D u r i n g t h e b o o m yea r s of 

"pedestr ianism" many Aboriginal 

runners achieved considerable success. 

They were looked after by white 

managers who moved their "s table ' ' 

of runners from town to town to the 

various competitions. Pictured are two 

runners at Durundur in 1902. (John 

Oxley Library) 



The Committee of the Brisbane Gymnasium, 1890. Vice-president the Hon. E.J. Stevens MLA is seated in the centre. From its inception in 
1882, the gymnasium had considerable standing among the gentlemen of the city, and was patronised by its most prominent citizens. 
Stevens, a zealous advocate of amateur athletics, was also an executive of the Queensland Rowing Association. (John Oxlev Library) 



CLUBS 
Men, as they aged and coarsened, escaped more and more into exclusively 

male clubs, where "old boy" networks assisted them in controUing society, 

while somberly assuring them that things would never again be as good as in 

days of their youth. 

Michael Cannon 

The Long Lost Summer: Australia's 

Upper Class Before the Great War 

1985 

The club was a Victorian institution which 

served a number of important functions. It 

was, to quote historian James Morris, 

"social centre, library, hotel, town forum, 

recreation ground all in one" . Located at 

the hub in London; in the scattered parts of 

the Empire; in the Northern Dominion in 

Montreal and Toronto; in the jewel in the 

crown in Bombay and Calcutta; and in the 

antipodes in Melbourne, Sydney and 

Brisbane, these establishments were quite 

restrictive in their membership and catered 

chiefly for an upper-class and middle-class 

cHentele. ControUing committees laid 

down definite requirements for entrance in

to these elite circles, with complicated 

nominating procedures and the blackball

ing system — where a single objection 

could bar entry — being common practices 

used to preserve the social exclusiveness of 

the club's members. Clubs were also, and 

have remained to the present day, 

predominantly the domain of males. And in small communities, 

social events organised by the clubs became the major social occa

sions for the citizenry. 

Sporting clubs and athletic associations which emerged in the 

latter decades of the nineteenth century in Queensland and 

Members of the Commercial Rowing Club of 
1896. (John Oxley Library) 

elsewhere borrowed freely from the 

blueprints and precedents of these social 

clubs, and many of these organisations 

selected their members carefully from the 

leading ranks of society. (In industrial cen

tres such as the mining town of Charters 

Towers, some clubs were enclaves for the 

working man.) Wherever they were form

ed, the main reason for their existence was 

to enhance the excellence of sport by en

couraging and regulating competition. In 

yachting, rowing, lawn bowls, horserac

ing, and golf, the leading clubs in 

Queensland assisted in the standardisation 

of rules and regulations which governed 

their respective sports and they legitimised 

their pursuits by administering competi

tion as effectively as possible. This was 

achieved, in many instances, by the clubs' 

administrative committees, often made up 

of men with local business and professional 

experience, who ran their organisations as 

efficiently as they ordered their own affairs. 

Horseracing was a favourite pastime amongst the colony's ear

ly settlers and particularly with squatters. Indeed, it is regarded 

as the first organised sport in Queensland. Although challenge 

races — where a horse owner would challenge another to a race. 
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The Baynes brothers, George, Ernest and 

Harry, ran a very successful butchering 

business in Brisbane. But they were also 

known for their sporting patronage: M.J. 

Slack, who worked for them, was able to 

pursue his sculling career through the 

generous sponsorship of the Baynes. Slack 

became Australasian Champion in 1892 

and 1896. {Athletk Queensland) 

Oarswomen gorei;round) awaited the opening of the Ladies' Rowing Club Shed at Kangaroo Point, Brisbane, in 

1908. At the turn of the century rowing became a fashionable and acceptable pursuit for young ladies. 0ohn Oxley 

Library) 
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via a newspaper advertisement — date back to the 1830s and race 

meetings took place in the early 1840s, it was the formation of 

the prestigious Queensland Turf Club in 1863 which gave the 

sport impetus and profile. This club reigned supreme in Brisbane 

and, by the 1890s, it was considered the premier club amongst 

racing institutions, with its stewards and leading officials allot

ting dates for the racing season and organising a series of ban

quets and balls which were the red-letter days in the social calen

dar. Racing clubs in other parts of Queensland were organised in 

a similar fashion and controlled by leading citizens in the respec

tive centres. The North Australian Jockey Club in Ipswich and 

the Fitzroy Jockey Club in Rockhampton both had membership 

lists which read like a Who's Who Directory of their respective 

communities, and their enclosures and members' stands were 

continually filled with prominent figures enjoying the social 

aspects of the occasion. 

The hunt was another favoured leisure activity for the colonial 

upper class who wished to follow the social conventions of the 

Mother Country, where the rules and etiquette of fox hunting 

were defined and refined in the late eighteenth and early nine

teenth centuries. With its emphasis on vigorous riding over the 

natural terrain, the hunt was eulogised as a "manly" sport which 

tested the quahties of both rider and horse, and it was eagerly 

pursued by antipodean imitators seeking gentility. As one 

historian has aptly noted, the Hunt Club in Austraha symboHsed 

"an ambitious attempt to emulate the gentry at home" . The 

honour of forming the first known such club in Queensland rests 

with the town of Gayndah, where the Burnett Hunt Club was 

officially started in 1867. It was a complete success from the 

outset, with all the members turning out in their distinctive pink 

colours for the first chase. Brisbane formed a club later the same 

year while Toowoomba, in 1874, and Roma, in 1877, also went in 

for all the paraphernaha that goes with such an institution. Apart 

from the actual hunting down of kangaroos and dingoes, it was 

the social gatherings of the meets which attracted many from the 

finest famihes in Queensland to enlist as members. The Brisbane 

Hunt Club in the early 1890s, for example, boasted twenty-nine 

full members, nine of whom also belonged to the exclusive 

Queensland Club, as well as forty ordinary members. Among the 

distinguished names of graziers, solicitors, doctors, surveyors, 

and politicians were leading government official De Burgh 

Persse, Premier Sir Samuel Griffith, and a later headmaster of 

Brisbane Grammar School, F.S.N. Bousfield. It was an imposing 

group which held equally as imposing and glittering events at the 

conclusion of the hunt. As the Brisbane Courier reported: " A 

large party of ladies and gentlemen were entertained at a dinner 

by Mr and Mrs E.G. Coe at their residence, Moolabin, Oxley 

Creek. The house was gaily decorated for the occasion . . . Con

spicuous among the decorations surrounding the verandah on 

which the dinner was served . . . the words 'Welcome to the 

Hunt Club' cleverly worked in cotton wool . . . on a scarlet 

ground, the whole surrounded by a tastefully arranged border of 

evergreens and flowers . . . the dinner and singing were indulg

ed in full, well on into the evening." 

Golf was another sport played by the socially prosperous at the 

turn of the century. The pioneering club in the colonial capital, 

the Brisbane Golf Club, founded in 1896, flourished under Scot

tish patronage and sound business logistics. One of the founding 

members was J. Stuart, a stern supporter of his Caledonian 

heritage and a leading member of the local Caledonian Society 

and Burns Club. Another significant figure was A. Mcintosh, 

the general manager of the Royal Bank of Queensland, who 

secured the one hundred and fifty pound loan for the first 

clubhouse at Chelmer and became the club's first vice-president. 

From the onset the club was a haven for men of similar 

backgrounds with half of its golfers during the first decade 

possessing dual membership with the Queensland Club. It was 

the place where wealthy men could play the wealthy men's game 

and mix socially with their own kind. High equipment costs, en

trance and annual fees and a scrupulously thorough screening 

process put the game, and other institutions of its kind, such as 

the Royal Queensland Golf Club and the Royal Queensland 

Yacht Club, beyond the reach of Brisbane's working classes. 

Golf and the Brisbane Golf Club were symbolic of the exclusive, 

constant and expensive consumption of leisure by the upper 

classes. 

Amateur athletics, boxing and rowing, all "manly" sports, 

were also avidly pursued by the elite, and clubs were formed to 

ensure that competitions were properly conducted. The most im

portant regulation was that pertaining to amateur status. 

Although the definition of an amateur varied from sport to 

sport, the commonality was that participation in sport should 

solely be for the love of it and excluded anyone who had received 

monetary gain from sport. Queensland, hke Victoria, permitted 

manual labourers among its rowing competitors, while New 

South Wales adhered to the English interpretation of amateur 

status and barred manual labourers from amateur rowing com

petitions. 
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The Brisbane gentleman hunter, 
W.C. Hume, at Fairseat House, Bar-
don, around the turn of the century. 
(Darling Downs Institute of Advanc
ed Education) 
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A sketch of the fashionable elite partaking in the pleasures of the regatta. 
(Queensland Figaro, 13 December 1884) 

The first Queensland polo team competed in Centennial Park in Sydney in 
1895. Polo was an exclusive country elite sport that was localised in theDail-
ing Downs and the southwest corner of Queensland. (Allan Gilmore, private 
collection) 
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The East Brisbane Harriers Club of 

1910 included outstanding runner 

R.A. Gray, kneeling, right. Amateur 

athletics was pursued primarily by 

the middle and upper classes. (John 

Oxley Library) 

The Cosmos Tennis Club of Gym-

pie, 1911. For the ladies of the town, 

the club offered social interaction as 

well as competitive sporting oppor

tunities. The picture attests to the in

terest in the sport as well as its social 

acceptability. (John Oxley Library) 
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Tennis at Cooktown in 1909 at 

the Endeavour Tennis Club. 

The social importance of the 

game is seen in this mixed 

doubles match. Sport played on 

a club basis bound communities 

together, more particularly in 

isolated areas. (John Oxley 

Library) 

m^^-

Steele Rudd admiring his outstanding polo pony, Jones, outside the Supreme Court Building, Brisbane, in 1903. 

Born A.H. Davis, Rudd became the Under-Sheriff of Queensland in the Justice Department. He was also one of 

Australia's premier humorists. His main recreation was rowing, and he wrote on that sport for a Brisb.mc weekly 

newspaper under the name Steele Rudd, Rudd being a short form of rudder. (Darling Downs Institute of Advanced 

Education) 

Dignitaries such as Lord Lamington hap

pily gave their name as patrons, presidents 

and vice-presidents to sporting clubs and 

associations. A keen golfer. Lord Lam

ington was the first to tee-off at the 

Brisbane Golf Club, of which he was the 

first president. (John Oxley Library) 
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The interest in club fixtures, 

even in the tropics, is shown in 

this picture of the Townsville 

Tennis Club, around 1900. 

Since 1889 the Townsville and 

Charters Towers clubs had 

engaged in regular intertown 

c o m p e t i t i o n s , w i t h t h e 

Townsvilh- pLivcrs usually 

M dominating. (Delamothe Col-

''.', lection of North Queensland 

Historv and Literature) 
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The Brisbane Gymnasium on Turbot Street near the Central 

Railway Station offered classes for general exercising and physical 

training and instruction in the " m a n l y " art of boxing. Ladies' exer

cise classes were inaugurated in 1892. It was Brisbane's first work

out centre. (Athletic Queensland) 
The members of the Toowong Bowling Club pictured on 13 March 1909, some wearing 

the club blazer. Bowls, a game not noted for its vigorous or strenuous nature, attracted a 

considerable following, particularly among older men of the upper class. (Frver Library. 

University of Queensland) 



A bush picnic was eagerly awaited throughout the working week. (John Oxley Library) 



WORKERS AT LEISURE 
It was extremely unfortunate for the employees of the well-known 

warehouse of Thos. Brown and Sons on Saturday that the goddess of the 

elements was not more considerate in her allocation of weather conditions. 

That day was the one, above all others in the year, which the members of the 

firm and their employees looked forward to with common desire to devote 

to fraternal indulgences by the holding of a picnic and sports gathering and a 

subsequent dinner . . . in Kedron Park . . . sports were enthusiastically 

indulged in by the sterner sex. 

Brisbane Courier 

September 1908 

"Eight hours labour, eight hours recrea

tion, eight hours rest" was the clarion call 

of Austraha's workers in the late nine

teenth century as they fought for better 

conditions and payments, reduced hours 

and tangible compensatory benefits. It was 

more commonly referred to as The Eight 

Hours Movement, and from its emergence 

in 1856 builders, engineers, carpenters, 

shop attendants, factory workers, and un

skilled labourers organised themselves into 

formal societies and associations which 

fought for their demands. The struggle 

culminated with the passage of the Fac

tories and Shops Act and the Health Act of 

1900, which legislated for improvements in 

all facets of workers' lives, but as early as 

1865 some of Queensland's working men 

were already celebrating the granting of an 

eight-hour work day. The Eight Hours 

Annual Celebration became a tradition 

right across the country, and was compared 

f f m > X " " - • ' • ' • ' " • • • • • • » . . 

Australia's first cycling boom, occasioned by the 
penny-farthings (or "Ordinaires"), occurred during 
the 1880s. Workers who could not afford bicycles 
watched the track and road races organised by clubs 
and athletic societies, and crack riders competed 
over all distances and times from one mile to 
twenty-four hours. These competitions were well-
patronised by all classes. The cyclists pictured were 
at Southport in 1884. (John Oxley Library) 

tion or show grounds, where fairs and 

sporting festivities then commanded the at

tentions of the participants. Prizes varied: 

at the Eight Hour Anniversary Sports at 

the Brisbane Exhibition Ground in May 

1897, first prize in the half-mile amateur 

handicap was three pounds three shillings 

worth of goods from Finney, Isles and 

Co.; second prize was two pounds two 

shillings towards an enlarged photograph; 

and third prize was a Gladstone bag, value 

fourteen shillings. The League of 

Wheelmen and the Queensland Cyclists' 

Union both held races at the anniversary 

sports, along with a rope quoit contest 

(under the rules of the Queensland Rope 

Quoit Association) and competitions spon

sored by groups such as the "Typos, Shop 

Assistants, Tobacco Twisters, United Fur

niture Trade, A W U and Boot Trade 

Union" . The working man cared for his 

recreation as well as his daily bread. In-

as a spectacle to the Lord Mayor's Show in London. It had a creasing involvement in sports became a symbol of the working 

carnival-type atmosphere. Banner-waving processions filled the man's struggle for, and achievement of, better conditions and 

main streets for hours and finished in grand style at local exhibi- increased leisure time. As one historian has aptly noted, "Sport 
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The billiard saloon was ever the refuge 
of the working man. Pictured is a 
competition in progress in 1905. (John 
Oxley Library) 

Ray Station workers and residents in
dulged in social games of cricket. The 
men and women swapped clothing to 
add to the fun of the occasion as well as 
to equalise the level of play. Such 
games enhanced the social life on 
remote properties such as Ray Station, 
which was north of Quilpie. (Mrs K. 
Lehane, Tully family album) 
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was the consuming passion of the working class." 

Queensland workers were not unlike their counterparts in the 

other colonies. The eight-hour day, the Saturday half-holiday 

and the dozen or so public holidays, such as St Patrick's Day, 

Good Friday, Easter Monday, the Queen's Birthday, Separation 

Day, Christmas, Boxing and New Year's Day, provided oppor

tunities for leisure. While many may have spent these days in 

their homes with famihes, many were also attracted to other 

venues like hotels and the racetrack, and to cricket games, row

ing contests and other sports contests. At these places it was 

possible for them to enjoy time with workmates and people of 

their own type, and there was a keen sense of association and 

fraternity. And of course the Exhibition Ground in Brisbane had 

a special place in the hearts of locals, children and adults alike 

flocking there at Exhibition time each year. 

At the first celebrations of Separation Day in Brisbane in 1859 

a pavihon and tents were scattered throughout the Botanical 

Gardens to cater for the crowds. An Anniversary Regatta, 

cricket and quoit matches and other amusements were arranged 

as part of the occasion. Meanwhile, at Charters Towers a 

magnificent procession of bands and major societies and associa

tions was accompanied by what was described as a grand old 

EngHsh fair at the show ground. Crowds flocked to similar 

festivities in Queensland in future years. Fifteen hundred people 

turned up for the New Year's Caledonian Sports Meeting in 

Toowoomba in 1883. Thousands more attended Brisbane's St 

Patrick's Day Sports the next year. And in 1889 the Queen's Bir

thday Races drew some twelve thousand enthusiasts. 

While these special holidays were much appreciated by 

Queensland's workers, it was the Saturday half-holiday which 

gave them their regular recreational outlet. They indulged in 

cricket games, rowing competitions and football matches. These 

were all organised affairs. Very much like their upper-class 

counterparts, they used the club model as a means of engaging in 

the various forms of sporting competition. Brisbane had a cricket 

team made up of workers from the local customs office, and later 

in the 1920s warehouse cricket emerged for Brisbane workers. 

Though originally conceived as a competition for warehouse 

employees, it grew to embrace workers from all areas of industry 

and commerce. Charters Towers had a football team composed 

of miners, while Lake's Creek had a rowing club made up 

primarily of the employees of the Fitzroy Meat Works, who also 

contributed financially to the establishment of the club. Satur

days became competitive sports days for many of Queensland's 

working men. But for a large number, the day would not have 

been complete without the horseraces. On the first Saturday in 

January of 1900, for example, and despite some heavy showers 

prior to the commencement of proceedings, over three thousand 

Brisbanites boarded the special trains at reduced rates which 

transported them to the Sandgate Race Course for the program 

of events that started at 2.30 p.m. Such convenient transporta

tion made the Saturday half-holiday more enjoyable. 

There were numerous facilities available for working-class 

recreation. When roller skates were invented, facilities were con

structed to accommodate the craze. Rivers offered opportunities 

for swimming, while the new public baths which came into ex

istence at the end of the nineteenth century offered a relatively 

cheap, safer and healthier environment for bathers. The local 

watercourses also provided facihties for angling throughout the 

year. Hotels catered primarily for recreation of the working man. 

Often located near the racecourse, they encouraged gambling as 

much as drinking and gave numerous other amusements and 

games hearty support. Billiards, quoits, skittles, boxing contests, 

and cockfights were frequently pursued at hotels throughout the 

state. More importantly, however, hotels were often designated 

as meeting places for working men's sports committees, associa

tions and clubs. They made a major contribution to the recrea

tional lot of the Queensland working man. 

Spending a leisurely day at the 
Charters Towers Weir on the 
Burdekin River in the 1920s. (Hawton 
De Castres Collection, Delamothe 
Collection of North Queensland 
History and Literature) 
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The Brisbane Exhibition of 1880 was 
enjoyed by young and old. There was 
something for everyone, with livestock 
and agricultural products, foods and 
machinery as well as equestrian 
displays, and contests in wood-
chopping, wood-sawing, sheep dog 
trials and so on. It was a cheap once-a-
year outing. (John Oxley Library) 

A Labor parade proclaiming "Unity is Strength". From the 1890s the main 
Labor celebration came on the first of May. After the procession sports com
petitions normally followed. The Irish, in particular, spearheaded the Labor 
movement in Queensland. (Fryer Library, University of Queensland) 

TKi u n n u ccisE 

Gambling was considered the scourge 
of the masses in Queensland and 
moralists endeavoured to crusade 
against it. But the Worker, in this car
toon, pointed out that betting on the 
horses was but one form of gambling. 
"There is only one horse to catch the 
judge's eye — the rest nowhere." 
There was also gambling in mining 
shares, stocks and land. But these 
seemed to escape criticism from the 
ruling elite. (Worker, 19 June 1897) THE GREAT GAMBUNU HANDICAP. 
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Members of the Mt Morgan Bicycle Club at a club outing. Opportunities for 
touring in the countryside and partaking in the associated social life influenced 
many to take up bicychng. The activity, which also offered physical exercise, 
was popular among a large segment of the populace, particularly the middle 
and upper working classes. (Capricornia College of Advanced Education) 

JODRIIU. or THE ASSOCIATED VOREEES OF ODEXRUiAaB 

BRISBANE, OCTOBER 1, 1892. 

t^-/ V'JZ 
I (Am [>t 

THE PAKUA-MENTAKY HANORAF-NO 1.ABUUR RiDE8& 

A political cartoon in the Worker 
shows the starter (Premier Griffith) 
stopping the horse and jockey, saying: 
"Get back there. Don't you know this 
race is for gentlemen amateurs only." 
And the caption reads: "The 
Parliamentary Handicap — No Labour 
Riders". This was in 1892, when 
Labour (the workers) was challenging 
the established order (the gentlemen). 
(Worker, 1 October 1892) 

As north-south railway lines were very 
slow to develop, steamers carried 
travellers between the colonies and to 
the coastal cities. Cards was the game 
of steerage, while the first class 
passengers enjoyed deck quoits. (Mit
chell Library, State Library of New 
South Wales) 
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At Charters Towers, the races were major social occasions. 
(John Oxley Library) 



AT THE TRACK 
And one more cheer for Moreton Bay, 

Where pluck and heart were found. 

When others raised a "monkey" , 

To give a thousand pound. 

"The Queensland Champion Race" 
1861 

Richard Coombes, undoubtedly one of 

Australia's prominent proselytes of sport in 

the late nineteenth century, was convinced 

that "the love of sport and of games and 

pastimes" was "one of the most notable 

characteristics" of the Australian people. 

Furthermore, he argued, the country's 

"national sport" was horseracing, and 

"wherever one turns, there is evidence of 

Australians' love of the turf" and "every 

little township has its jockey club and its 

racecourse". Queenslanders' indulgence at 

the track was quite consuming from the 

onset of settlement, and because of the role 

and importance of the horse, interest 

developed from sporadic challenge races in 

the 1840s to more elaborate races at more 

organised meetings. 

Although some form of racing is said to 

have taken place at Kurilpa in the 1830s, 

the first real race meeting in Queensland is 

generally considered to be one held at 

Cooper's Plains, south Brisbane, in 1843. From this small begin

ning the sport grew steadily in town and country regions 

throughout the 1840s and 1850s. The New Farm racecourse was 

set up in 1846 and Ipswich was involved by 1848. Warwick 

(1850), Gayndah (1852), Rockhampton (1856) and 

Maryborough (1859) followed their lead. Gayndah was a leading 

• J iinmt'/«/'/'/1-

One of the "pure merinos" of Queensland society. 
Sir Joshua Peter Bell established at Jimbour one of 
the finest estates in Australia and reproduced a style 
of living available to the rich in England. Like most 
of the other wealthy squatters, he bred and raced 
horses. He became president of the Queensland Turf 
Club and was a dominant figure in early 
Queensland racing in the 1860s and 1870s. (Town 
and Country fournal, 31 December 1881, from John 
Oxley Library) 

Queensland racing centre, its stewards and 

officials being the squatters and breeders of 

the area. The Gayndah Jockey Club hosted 

the first Queensland Derby Stakes in 1868, 

and in 1859 the three-day annual races in

cluded maiden, welter, hurry scurry and 

hack and hurdle races where sometimes the 

second horse would get back its stake. 

Then there was the unusual Produce 

Stakes, prize fifteen pound, "for all horses 

by 'Satellite' or 'Crab' " . Prizes were paid 

at the Royal Hotel. With the formation of 

governing bodies such as the North 

Australian Jockey Club (1859) and the 

Queensland Turf Club (1863), and the pro

gressive settlement in the colony, horserac

ing spread rapidly, with Gladstone (1861), 

Tambo (1864), Mackay (1866), and 

Townsville (1866) becoming new racing 

enclaves. Every town of reasonable size 

constructed its own course, and some were 

actually laid out almost before the towns 

themselves had taken shape. For example, slightly more than a 

year after the official proclamation of the Gympie goldfield, in 

1867, the first race meetings were held there. The case was 

similar in Charters Towers, where races were recorded in 1873, 

less than a year after the arrival of crushing equipment. More 

courses popped up in the 1870s and 1880s, when over thirty new 



36 At the Track 

A group of bettors studying the 

form at Cluden Racecourse, 

1901. (Townsville Album, 

Delamothe Collection of North 

Q u e e n s l a n d H i s t o r y and 

Literature) 

As this advertisement shows, by 

the 1870s it was no longer 

necessary for Queenslanders to 

go outside the state to obtain 

their blood stock. (Queensland 

Racing Calendar, 1877-78-79, 

p.24) 
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The cover of the Queensland Racing Calendar of 1879-80. 
Published each year by the Queenslander newspaper, this 
pamphlet detailed programs throughout the state, blood 
sires, thoroughbred mares, race winners, rules, foals 
dropped, etc., and was considered the "bible" of the 
sport. (QueenslandRacing Calendar, 1879) 
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tracks appeared, including nine in Brisbane alone. This was a 

sign of the sport's appeal to the public and of the evolving 

administrative structures which were taking over control of 

racing right across Queensland. 

Race meetings were held throughout the 1900s under various 

rules. The Queensland Turf Club, perhaps in reverence to British 

precedent, chose to adopt the regulations of the English Jockey 

Club in 1885. This raised a certain amount of opposition from 

other racing authorities, who saw the move as an attempt by the 

Brisbane-based organisation to assume a leadership role in the 

colony. They were however much concerned with the fact that 

codes of racing for England did not take into account cir

cumstances in the colony. The North Australian Jockey Club, 

the North Queensland Racing Association and the Central 

Queensland Racing Association took the initiative by adopting 

local rules which catered for local conditions. Thus, the quality 

of races, and of the horses entered in them, varied quite 

dramatically at the different meetings, with thoroughbreds 

entertaining racegoers at the larger and more popular 

metropohtan courses, and the non-pedigree horses finding com

petition well away from the big-city tracks. It was not until 

1912, with the publication in Sydney of the Austrahan Rules of 

Racing, that some degree of conformity came to Queensland rac

ing circles. 

By the turn of the century, however, horseracing was a major 

sporting passion for the Queenslander, and special races did much 

to promote the sport. The Queensland Champion Sweep Stakes, 

begun in 1861, and the Queensland Derby, inaugurated in 1868, 

were banner events of the social season and also opened up racing 

on an intercolonial basis. Queensland's horses and jockeys began 

to compete with rivals from the sister colonies, and these provided 

additional reasons for bringing spectators to the already popular 

meetings. Vespasian, an Ipswich favourite of the 1880s, and 

Cynthia, were two of the more successful champion horses of the 

Victorian era. But perhaps the most famous horse reared in the 

state was Bullawarra, bred in Thargomindah. It won the prized 

Austrahan Steeplechase in 1813 and entered England's renowned 

and demanding Grand National in 1915, only to fall at the water 

jump when in an advantageous position. 

With its local, regional and national appeal, the racecourse in 

Queensland was a significant component of the social and 

business hfe of every community, and drew a following from all 

sectors of society. Some, including owners and punters, saw the 

horserace as a profitable venture, while others went merely for 

entertainment, to watch the event. There were also those who 

used such meetings to display their affiliation with exclusive 

clubs within the boundaries of special enclosures and members' 

stands. Racegoers of other classes could mingle or disperse as 

they wished. Wherever they sat and whomever they sat with, 

there is no doubt that the track captured the interests, material 

and otherwise, of a good proportion of Queensland's sporting 

pubhc. The love of a horse, and the desire to gamble on the out

come of a race, seemed to hold the popular imagination like few 

other pursuits. 

The Townsville Jockey Club Handicap 

of 1901 at Cluden Racecourse. The 

starters are featured on the board at the 

finish, where the finish judge stands. 

(Townsville Album, Delamothe Col

lection of North Queensland History 

and Literature) 
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Queensland racecourse scenes of 1880. (Queensland Punch, 1 November 1880, p. 19) 

Cynthia, one of the most sue- ' ^ . j ' ' ' T ^ ^ B t t * ^ 
cessful racehorses in the state 
prior to the turn of the century. 
(Queensland Figaro, 27 May '^'\^/ '' 
1884) " ^ •''^^'• 

From the district of Maranoa 

CHALLENGE. 
MR MAURICE 

DONOGHUE 

Is open to Run his Horse ROBIN 
HOOD against any of Mr. D. 

McGrath's own bona fide horses that was 
his property on the 19th June last, IV2 
Mile Heats, 2 Mile Heats, or 3 Miles, one 
event, or a Hurdle Race, carrying lOst., 
for £50 or £100, the Race to come off 
on the Ipswich Race Course. 

MAURICE DONOGHUE. 

Brisbane, July 3rd, 1854. 

Personal animosities were 
sometimes the basis of such 
challenge horseraces. (Source: 
Moreton Bay Courier, 1 July 
1854, p.3) 
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More than a horserace, the Melbourne Cup exemplified the national spirit. (Australasian Sketcher 19 
November 1884) The Champion Race 

[PER El FCTRIC TELEGRAPH.] 
IPSWICH, 9 p.m. 

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 

THE Governor arrived here at a quarter past three 

o'clock, and was vcrv quietly received bv an 

assemblage of seven hundred people. His Excelkncv 

was escorted from the wharf by a detachment of the 

mounted volunteers. 

Tattersall's opened at eight o'clock this evening, 

when there was a verv crowded meeting. The state of 

the betting is as follows: — 

100 to 10 agst Fisherman. 

100 to 25 " Eclipse. 

100 to 30 " Van Tromp. 

The above were offered and refused, but I have heard 

of a bet of 50 to 10 against both Eclipse and Van 

Tromp being taken. 

Zoe and Ben Bolt against each other even. 

Five to 3 is freely offered against the Queensland 

horses. 

I have just been told, positively, that Fisherman will 

not start. 

Betting is still going briskly on. 

The town is full of people. 

The greatest race ever held up to 1861 was The Cham
pion Race in Ipswich. (Source: Moreton Bay Courier, 29 
May 1861) 

I he cartoon shows the public's interest in turf matters, exemplified by the crowd reacting to a scrat
ching at the Queensland Turf Club autumn meeting of 1885. (Queensland Figaro, 30 May 1885) 
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Nat Gould was one of the earliest great sports writers. 

Born in Manchester in 1857, he began writing in 1877, 

and became renowned for his coverage of horseraces in 

newspapers and for his books such as Town and Bush and 

The Magic of Sport. He came to Brisbane in 1884 and took 

over the turf department of the Telegraph and The Week 

before going on to Sydney after three years. His descrip

tions of turf matters in Queensland offer rare analyses and 

insights of the era. (Mitchell Library, State Library of 

New South Wales) 
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As well as the feature events in the two-day Gympie An

nual Races of 1875 — the sixth annual Gympie Turf Club 

Handicap and the Gympie District Plate — there was a 

maiden race, a miner's purse for local horses, a ladies' 

purse, and hack races. (Queensland Racing Calendar, 1875) 
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" ' Guinea ' nowhere I ' Bemembrance ' l a s t ! " 
THE A.T.C. DBBBT, SPBIN(» MMTINO, 1880. 

UINEA nowhere! Life's spring 
^ ^Y . meeting 

Brings us all before Hip 
post: 

If jou " put the pot on" 
Guinea, 

Life's " blue ribbon " will 
be lost. 

.•-V-",, 
•;t '..Yes ! when Life's hot race is 

ending, 
Guinea's nowhere we shall 

find; 
But upon true worth attending. 

Fond Bemembrance lags behind. 

This poem related to the AJC Spring Derby involving the horses 

Remembrance and Guinea, 1880. Poetry was a common method of ex

pression in the seventies, eighties and nineties and it was not unusual for 

young men and women to compose poems at parties and excursions. 

(Queensland Punch, 1 October 1880) 
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The racecourse at Aramac, central Queensland, around 1912. The bookies are 

wandering around taking bets in front of the stand. Country races were The horses being led into the enclosure after the race. Note the leading 

boisterous affairs, with betting and drinking being the order of the day. Shady steward in ordinary clothing, indicating the informality at country race 

and dubious dealings were invariably part of the scene. (John Oxley Library) meetings. Pictured is a meeting at Aramac around 1920. (John Oxley Library) 
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A scene at the Aramac Racecourse, 

around 1913. Country racecourses 

might have been primitive (note the 

rough construction of the fence), but 

the races were conducted with 

regularity and were enthusiastically 

supported by the community. (John 

Oxley Library) 

The Hahfax Racecourse Grandstand in 

the early 1900s, with the judge's box 

in the centre. Each town had its own 

racecourse. (Father Publius Cassar Col

lection, Delamothe Collection of 

Nor th Queensland Historv and 

Literature) 
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Preparing the "mud and matting" wicket for the Downs XI versus MCC match on 8 and 9 December 1920 are George Barbour, Julius 
Cohen, Dr Eric Barbour, and R. Sinclair. George Barbour, headmaster at Toowoomba Grammar School, was a fervent advocate of the game 
of cricket. Prior to his appointment in Toowoomba, he was a member (1906-9) and chairman (1907-8) of the Australian Cricket Board of 
Control. His son, Eric, an outstanding cricketer, became a cricket journalist in Sydney. (Darling Downs Institute of Advanced Education) 



CRICKET — THE 
BOND OF EMPIRE 

Nowhere is the genius of the English people so happily and characteristically 
expressed as in the cricket field . . . We Queenslanders, spite our close prox
imity to the torrid zone, have pretty well succeeded in acclimatising it. 

Brisbane Courier 

December 1863 

Cricket was the sport of Empire. In all 

parts of Queen Victoria's world it was a 

tangible symptom of Englishness, a symbol 

of the moral and physical superiority of the 

English-speaking race, a bond which 

helped to hnk the scattered peoples of the 

imperial globe. It had a definite federalising 

effect. Cricket encouraged the character-

building qualities that Victorians admired: 

courage, self-reliance and discipline. It was 

a sport calculated to develop the best in 

mind and body. It was the Enghsh sport. 

For these moral, physical and cultural 

reasons, it was avidly fostered in 

Queensland. 

Cricket was played by the residents of 

the Moreton Bay district as early as 1844, 

with a club being formed some four years 

later, in 1848. Expansion of the game 

within and beyond Brisbane's limits took 

place in the 1860s with the formation of 

the Brisbane, Victoria and Albert clubs in 

the city and of the Dalby, Toowoomba, Maryborough, 

Rockhampton, Gayndah, and Gympie clubs outside the 

metropohs. The rise of organised cricket competition blossomed 

further in the 1870s as new clubs sprang up in Brisbane and in 

other communities. Improved transport helped to promote the 

game's competitive appeal, not only in the colony but also at in

tercolonial and international level. 

The "game of Empire" spread as far as 
Queensland's outback. Pat Tully had his cricket bat 
at Ray Station, via Quilpie, Western Queensland, 
in the 1920s. (Mrs K. Lehane, Tully family album) 

Queensland's first game against a sister 

colony was in June of 1864 at Green Hills 

in Brisbane when New South Wales made 

a victorious northern excursion. Regular 

contests against "foreign" teams followed 

and were accompanied by numerous 

changes in the game's administrative struc

ture. The Queensland Cricket Association 

was formed in 1876 and for over twenty 

years fought for control of the game before 

amalgamating with the other prominent 

bodies such as the Southern Queensland 

Cricket Union and the National Cricket 

Union of Queensland in 1899. Colonial 

teams, playing with eighteen men and, 

because of schisms between governing 

authorities, not always representing the 

true power of Queensland cricket, 

floundered against their New South Wales 

rivals continuously, and against the flood of 

English teams which toured after the visit 

of captain Ivo Bligh's party in 1883. Em

barrassed by continuous defeats, Queensland's cricketers took 

deliberate attempts to raise the level of the game. Top class 

players were imported from other colonies and from overseas. 

Coaching, grounds and pitches were improved. Further Enghsh 

visits, such as those organised by Shaw and Shrewsbury in 1885 

and by Shaw and Lillywhite in 1887, spurred public interest in 

the game and in local cricket. Interest, however, tended to cor-
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Still managing a smile despite losing by three runs, the Bundaberg Ladies' Town Team was 

pictured in 1908. Cricket was played by women even before the turn of the century. Obvious

ly, their long dresses would restrict their playing ability. (John Oxley Library) 

In defiance of the New South 

Wales Cricket Association, Vic

tor Trumper brought a team of 

Sydney cricketers to Queensland 

in 1906. It was a highly suc

cessful tour. Queenslanders 

flocked to see the legendary 

champion in full flight, some 

station stockmen riding for days 

to witness his artistry. Local 

sides such as Maryborough 

played fifteen men, pictured 

here, against the Victor 

Trumper Eleven. Trumper is in 

the boater and polo-neck 

sweater in the front row. (John 

Oxley Library) 
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relate highly with successful Queensland performances, and there 

were very few of these in the 1890s. The state did win its first 

eleven-a-side game against the New South Welshmen in 1893 

and began competition against South Australia in 1899 and 

against Victoria in 1903. 

Among the participants, however, cricket was certainly 

flourishing by the early 1900s, especially in the form of electoral 

leagues which were instituted in 1897. What clubs and teams in 

the numerous leagues lacked in skill and technique, they certainly 

made up for in enthusiasm and numbers. One Saturday in 

Brisbane in 1900, for example, there were games of varying 

levels throughout the city. At the Toowong Sports Ground, 

Toowong played Woolloongabba in A Grade competition; at 

the Exhibition Ground, Valley entertained North Brisbane in a B 

Grade match; City Wesleyans played Valley Presbyterians at 

New Farm in a church league game; Perigrines and Milton con

tested at the Junior Grade; and New Farm, Newstead, Northam, 

Redfern, Ithaca, Customs, Chelmer, Wickham, Comet, and 

Mildura were all involved in cricketing encounters on ovals 

throughout the city. 

"Is there any physical recreation comparable with English 

Cricket?" This question was raised by the popular Brisbane 

Cricketer and Footballer magazine in 1892. Its obvious, and biased, 

answer was that cricket was "the game of games". A fair 

number of Queenslanders would have agreed. Its many proposed 

virtues made it the most lauded game of the Victorian era, and 

colonial Queenslanders did their utmost to uphold the game's 

traditional ideals. 

The knights of old in tournament 

would deadly combat wage. 

While we who live in modern days 

find cricket all the rage; 

We engage in mimic battle, our 

weapons bat and ball. 

Eleven men on either side — that's 

twenty-two in all. 

Then, "here's success to cricket, boys, 

the finest game of all". 

Queensland Cricketer and Footballer 

April 1894 

The rapid spread of cricket encouraged 

a proliferation of "team photo

graphs", such as this one of the 

1890-1891 Albert Cricket Club First 

XI, winners of the Aitchison Ale 

Challenge Shield. Back row: N . 

Sargeant (honorary secretary), W . T . 

Fisher, A. Thompson, J. Wallace (um

pire), R. Newman, L.G. Dixon, H.J. 

Darragh, W . Kitchen. Front row: W . 

Bradley, J .W. Anderson, H. Symes, 

J .C. Gileson (captain), H. Silvester, G. 

Dyer, J. Fern (honorary treasurer). 

(John Oxley Library) 
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Men and women members of 
the Croydon Villa Cricket Club 
of 1909. In the country areas, 
mixed teams were not uncom
mon, as often there were insuffi
cient numbers to make up 
single-sex teams. (John Oxley 
Library) 
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Summer was over when football kicked cricket out. Australians followed 
the English pattern of sport, with cricket being the summer game and 
football the winter sport. (Queensland Figaro, 26 May 1883) 

Queenslanders avidly followed the exploits of the Australian XI, even 
though no player from the north was good enough to make the team. 
(Queensland Figaro, 13 September 1884) 
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Cricket was at times portrayed as being a form of English im-

periahsm. (Queensland Figaro, 17 February 1883) 

ENGLAND S TKIl MPHS. 

James Mahoney, an avid cricket enthusiast, devoted his life to the promotion of cricket. Settl

ing in the Maryborough area, he wrote Queensland's first major work on cricket. Wide Bay 

and Burnett Cricket. He was responsible for having touring England teams play in 

Maryborough in the 1880s. (Professor James C. Mahoney, private collection) 

New cricket laws were brought into 

effect in 1884: for example, the width 

2. " One moment, sir; should just like to see if of the bat was standardised. 
TOUr bat isn't a l i t t l e over t h e E e g u l a t i o U w i d t h , " (Queensland Figaro, 9 August 1884) 
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An intercolonial game in progress at the Brisbane Cricket Ground, 1899. New South Wales scored 371 to Queensland's 156 and 129, New South Wales 
winning by an innings and 86 runs. The twin towers of the German Club can be seen behind the grandstand. (Queenslander, 2 December 1899) 

CHALLENGE 
THE Ipswich Cricket Club, residents in the 
town and vicinity of Ipswich, hereby chal
lenge the Squatters of the Northern Districts 
to play them at the manly game of 
CRICKET on 

FRID A Y, THE 13rH MA Y 
being the day after the Races. Terms and con
ditions to be arranged previously, either with 
the Undersigned or Mr. John Hanran, any 
day before the match; and this challenge is 
given purposely to give the squatters a chance 
of winning back their laurels. 

H. W . RANSOM 

Ipswich, March 25, 1853. 

A cricket team on the Darling Downs around the turn of the century. (Darling Downs Institute In the early years, challenges were an accepted method of 
of Advanced Education) organising a game. (Source: Moreton Bay Courier, 9 April 

1853) 
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The two thriving gold towns, 

Gympie and M a r y b o r o u g h , 

engaged in regular intertown 

matches in the late 1860s. At this 

1869 match, the spectators sat 

against old tree stumps. (John 

Oxley Library) 

The large stations often had their 

own cricket fields and pavilions. 

This was the Slade Cricket 

Pavilion at Glengallon Station on 

the Downs in 1890. Standing, Jrom 

left, Milkins, Smythe, Free; 

unknown; icufrc, W . B . Slade; 

two unknown; Fred Carev and 

Henry Walker. Seated: unknown, 

and George Willett. (Darling 

Downs Institute of Advanced 

Education) 



The Brisbane Football Club, formed in 1866, adopted the Victorian football rules of play. Note their 
uniform of long pants and long socks, which were striped to match their long-sleeved jerseys. This was 
consistent with the outfits worn by players in Victoria. (Fryer Library, University of Queensland) 



FASHIONS OF 
FOOTBALL 

We want the Victoria science, not the bull-headed game. 

Queensland Figaro 

May 1883 

In our opinion the Rugby game of football, as played in New Zealand, is dangerous 

to life and limb, and the legislature should take steps to regulate the game so as to 

improve the system, somewhat on the lines of the Victorian game. 

Queensland Cricketer and Footballer 

September 1893 

The debate on whether to play the Vic

torian game or rugby union was a popular 

topic in Queensland in the latter decades of 

the nineteenth century. Some form of foot

ball was being played in Brisbane by the 

1860s, as it was one of the "Old Enghsh 

Sports" on a Christmas Sports program in 

1861. The Brisbane Football Club was 

estabhshed in 1866, and by 1869 the 

Volunteer Artillery, Brisbane Grammar 

School and the Civil Service each had 

teams. But just exactly what kind of foot

ball they played — soccer, rugby union or 

Victorian Rules — is difficult to gauge as 

the different forms of football were still in 

emerging stages even in England. Victorian 

Rules had only evolved in Melbourne in 

1858 and its regulations were constantly 

being changed. Rugby union was not 

codified in Britain until 1871, while some 

degree of standardisation was achieved for 

Association Football, or soccer, in Britain 

in 1863. Football in Queensland during 

this period was very much on trial. 

However, it was the Melbourne game 

which made the first real inroads when, in 

1869, the renowned grammar schools of 

British writers after the 1908 Wallaby tour hailed 
this breakaway forward the best in the world. He 
was T J . ( "Rus ty" ) Richards, one of Austraha's 
greatest rugby players. Rusty and Phil Carmichael 
were Queensland's first Olympic gold medallists, as 
the Wallabies won gold in 1908. Rusty played for 
Charters Towers, North Queensland, Queensland, 
Australia, Johannesburg, Bristol, Gloucestershire, 
British Lions, Manly, and Toulouse. (Mitchell 
Library, State Library of New South Wales) 

Ipswich and Brisbane engaged in competi

tion. For the next decade Australian Foot

ball prospered, even after the more formal 

introduction of rugby union in 1882. In 

1883, for example, the Australian game 

was prevalent: Ipswich was the stronghold 

of the code; Brisbane Football Club 

reported playing seven matches under Vic

torian Rules and two rugby games; 

Maryborough announced its intention to 

switch to the Melbourne laws and 

Toowoomba passed the Victorian Football 

Association rules as the basis of football 

play. By 1884, however, the Queensland 

Figaro was pondering over the alternatives 

of the Anglo-Queensland Association (soc

cer), the Victorian game, and the Northern 

Rugby Union Rugbyites. Football, 

declared the editor, "seems to be passing 

through troublesome times. I wonder 

where it will end, or how matters will 

turn. 

Moves to discredit rugby union on 

account of its "violent" and "dangerous" 

nature failed to dissuade its Queensland 

adherents and when Ipswich Grammar 

School defected to rugby in 1889, the 
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Sketches from an international rugby 
union game, Queensland versus New 
Zealand, 1893. The Queenslanders 
were thoroughly thrashed by the 
tourists. (John Oxley Library) 

/^T THE C^HiBiJloN 

In 1883 the rugby game was firmly 
established by the return visit of the 
New South Wales team to Brisbane. 
The second series of intercolonial 
matches (two were played) took place ^ 
at Eagle Farm Racecourse. This is the 
first instantaneous photograph of a 
rugby union game in the state. (Fryer 
Library, University of Queensland) ]^-

• « ! < « * . . . . - ^Kl* s. 

II 

t 

fl n 
» I 



Football 53 

An early advertisement for Sandow footballs, 
which were "guaranteed to keep their 
shape". 
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game's fortunes changed. A visit by South Melbourne at the start 

of the decade rekindled interest in Victorian Rules only momen

tarily, as did the first All-Austrahan Football Championships, 

held in Brisbane under the auspices of the Austrahan National 

Football Carnival, in 1908, and the Australian Rules Carnival, 

arranged by the Queensland Football League, in 1914. The code 

was promoted eagerly and continuously over the years in the face 

of competition from its popular rugby rival, but it gradually lost 

ground. 

Rugby union's rise in the colony owes much to the efforts of 

two men, Fred C. Lea and Thomas Welsby. Lea, an Englishman 

born a mere eight miles from the famous Rugby School, 

somehow induced the players of the Brisbane Football Club to 

try their hands at the game in 1881. Lea's small but inspirational 

effort continued on into the next season when a team of Brisbane 

players — including Thomas Welsby at half-back — travelled to 

Sydney to play in what was to be the first intercolonial match 

between New South Wales and Queensland in rugby union. 

Though New South Wales won the game, this was a turning 

point for the estabhshment of rugby in Queensland. When the 

enthusiastic Brisbanites returned they were resolved to convert 

others. Spearheading the movement, Lea and Welsby formed a 

Northern Rugby Union in Brisbane in the same year, with Lea 

as president and sole selector of the Queensland side, and Welsby 

as secretary. In 1883 New South Wales toured Queensland, play

ing three games against local teams and two more intercolonial 

matches, the first of which was won 12-11 by the home side in 

front of 3,500 cheering spectators at Eagle Farm Racecourse. 

That first victory against the older sister colony almost 

guaranteed the game's future prosperity. It gained momentum, 

in terms of popularity, throughout the 1880s, and was given a 

further boost when A.E. Stoddart's team of British footballers 

arrived in 1888. The arrival of a British team in Australia always 

created special interest. Australians loved to beat the " P o m s " in 

cricket or football. The British tourists won all four of their mat

ches in Brisbane and Ipswich, but the skills they showed had a 

profound influence upon the development of the game in the col

ony. By 1893 the Brisbane Courier reported that rugby was 

"played through the length and breadth" of Queensland, with 

teams at Toowoomba, Maryborough, Rockhampton, 

Ravenswood, Charters Towers, Warwick, Townsville, 

Gladstone, Longreach, Gympie, and Barcaldine. Players still 

wore knee-length trousers and jerseys, a protection on the rough 

grounds. In the same year a visiting side from New Zealand add

ed to the game's international appeal and further administrative 

progress was made when the Northern Rugby Union was 

transformed into the Queensland Rugby Union. As the 1890s 

drew to a close, rugby consolidated its prominent position in the 

sports scene in the colony. A Queensland team toured New 

Zealand, though without success, in 1896, and the New 

Zealanders returned the compliment the following year, attrac

ting crowds of 6,000 and 11,000, respectively, at games at Albert 

Sports Ground and the Brisbane Exhibition Ground. In 1899, 

against British tourists, a Queensland representative side achieved 

its first international victory with an astounding 11-3 win in 

front of some 10,000 partisan supporters. Rugby union, at the 

turn of the century, was undoubtedly now more than a game in 

the colony. It was, to quote the Queensland Cricketer and Foot

baller, an "institution". 

Two other forms of football were, however, still evident in 

Queensland. In the 1890s, Association Football was keenly pro

moted by soccer groups and clubs which in name and structure 

reflected a British, and especially Scottish, heritage. The Anglo-

Queensland Football Association had been formed in 1884, and 

regular games were played between three clubs, the Rangers, 

Queen's Park and St Andrew's. Soccer spread and developed 
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The first intercolonial rugby union tour of 1882 
in Sydney. Australian Rules was the main game 
in Queensland at the time but the hospitality 
offered by southern rugby union players and the 
high standard they displayed caused a switch in 
Queensland to the rugby game. Player Thomas 
Welsby (second left, middle row) was one of the 
key figures in the establishment of the game in 
Queensland. His contribution is commemorated 
today with the Welsby Cup. (Mitchell Library, 
State Library of New South Wales) 

With their white pants barely scuffed, 
Queensland was photographed after its first vic
tory (11-3) over a touring side in 1899. The 
match, played at the Exhibition Ground against 
the British, attracted 10,000 spectators. Three 
weeks later, McCowan (with the hall) was 
selected as captain of Australia for the first Test, 
played in Brisbane. (Mitchell Library, State 
Library of New South Wales) 
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slowly but surely, with Ipswich becoming involved in 1887. By 

1889 the governing body had been renamed the Queensland 

British Football Association. The following year Queensland 

commenced its rivalry with New South Wales, and Rockhamp

ton and Maryborough were fielding strong teams by the 

mid-1890s. The game, however, never quite caught the pubhc's 

imagination. Challenged by rugby union and later rugby league, 

it remained in the sporting shadows. However, in 1914, on the 

eve of the Great War, Brisbane did host the second annual con

ference of the Commonwealth Football Association, at which 

delegates discussed important matters pertaining to soccer's 

future throughout Australia. 

Rugby league was the fourth and final code of football to 

emerge in Queensland, beginning in 1908. It appeared on the 

local scene suddenly, catching union administrators by complete 

surprise. Dissatisfied with some of the rules, and with the small 

compensation that rugby union paid for work time lost and in

jury, a group of Brisbane rugby men gathered in clandestine 

meetings. They were influenced by past events in Britain, where 

league had originated in the early 1890s, and by recent events in 

Sydney, where rugby league was being played. Inspired by a 

vision of improving the game as a sporting spectacle, the men 

brought the new Northern Union code to Queensland. Mick 

Dore, George Watson, Buck Buchanan, Alf Faulkener, Sine B. 

Boland and Jack H. Fihelly brought a New Zealand team, the 

"AH Golds", to Brisbane to play two games against Queensland 

and one against a metropohtan composition. Pioneering players 

such as Bob Tubman, Bill Heidke, and Bill Hardcastle, along 

with Dore, Watson and Fihelly, themselves took on the power

ful New Zealanders and against the odds, but with the assistance 

of the brilhant H.H. ("Dally") Messenger, held them to a 12-all 

draw in the final game at the Exhibition Ground. It was a 

brilhant beginning. The Queensland Amateur Rugby Associa

tion was estabhshed in the same year while further tussles against 

the Maoris and the New South Welshmen estabhshed the good 

impression formed of the game and enticed more reinforcements 

of promising players and public patronage. 

A Brisbane competition for rugby league clubs began in 1909. 

But for the first five years of its existence the game was kept ahve 

by a constant influx of touring teams from New Zealand and 

England, the prospect of international visits to Britain and by 

regular engagements with the New South Welshmen. By 1914, 

however, the new game was more than holding its own with the 

opposing union body. Three years later, rugby union abandoned 

competitions when the First World War took away players and 

public support. Rugby league, however, thanks mainly to the 

vigour of its secretary, Harry Sunderland, had eclipsed its sister 

code. From Cape York to Wallangarra, and from Brisbane to the 

border of New South Wales, rugby league was Queensland's 

fashionable form of football. 

A very rare and previously unpublished 

photograph found in an uncatalogued 

scrapbook at the Fryer Library. Pic

tured is the intercolonial game of 

August 1885 played at the Albert 

Sports Ground on Bowen Bridge 

Road. The New South Wales team, 

called the "Cornstalks", wore green 

hats and green shirts with the Southern 

Cross on the front. The Queenslanders 

at the time wore blue, and were refer

red to as the "Blues" . (Fryer Library, 

University of Queensland) 
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WHAT WELL BlCOm OF IT r 

An unusual photograph found in the Toowoomba Grammar School archives. The Ar-
fomas Rugby Union Club, formed in the 1880s, drew its members from the Govern
ment Printing Office in Brisbane. Note the players are still wearing long pants and 
striped shirts. (Toowoomba Grammar School) 

"The Kick Off". This political cartoon, likening the beginning of 
parliament in 1884 to the start of a game, indicates the high profile, 
and status, of football in Queensland. (Queensland Figaro, 5 July 
1884) 

The Wallaroo Football Club has 
been mistakenly claimed to be 
the oldest rugby league club in 
Queensland. The club was 
formed in the early 1880s as a 
rugby union club and pictured 
here is the team which won the 
senior premiership of 
Maryborough in 1900. Rugby 
league did not begin in 
Queensland until 1908. (John 
Oxley Library) 
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A further impetus to the game was 

given by the visit of the All-England 

rugby union team of 1888. The vacant 

seat in the front and black arm bands 

were to show respect for the captain, 

R.L. Seddon, who tragically drowned 

in a boating accident on the Parramatta 

River. International cricketer A.E. 

Stoddart (left of vacant seat) took over 

the captaincy. Harry Speakman (seated 

left, middle row) later returned to 

Queensland and captained the state side 

from 1889 to 1891. He went to 

Charters Towers where he was in

fluential in making the Towers team 

one of the powerhouses of rugby in the 

state. Back row: T. Kent, T. Banks, A. 

Paul, Dr P.J. Smith, W . H . Thomas, 

R. Burnett, J. Anderton; second row: 

H.C. Speakman, S. Williams, A.E. 

Stoddart, J. Nolan, H. Eagles, A. 

Stuart; front row: W . Burnett, J .T. 

Haslam, A.J. Lang. (Fryer Library, 

University of Queensland) 

The Western Queensland Football 

Team of 1903. W . ( "King") Ren-

wick had an enormous influence on 

rugby in the Downs, as did the 

Meibusch family. Redwood was 

another of the greats. Back row: J. 

Delahunty, G. Schwilk, C. Schaeffer, 

D. Macansh, J. Ryan, R. Tolmie, L. 

Kearney, R. Munro, D. Sauer, K. 

O'Leary, T . Roberts; second row: J. 

Meibusch, H. Renwick, J. Bertram, 

C. Redwood (captain), J. Murdock, 

D. McLean, F. Robinson, J. Harrison; 

front row: W . Renwick, E. Murphy, 

J. Schwilk, P. Redwood, J. Coghlan. 

(Herb Steinohrt, private collection) 
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Rugby league spread rapidly 
after its introduction in the state 
in 1908. The game offered the 
promise that players might get 
financial compensation for in
juries and for time lost from 
work, which was not allowed 
under the amateur code. In reah-
ty, few were paid in the so-
called professional code. This 
photo shows the Sapphire team 
of 1913. (John Oxley Library) 

The third most important football code in Queensland at the 
turn of the century was soccer, or Association Football. Pic
tured (right) is a Kilcoy district team, possibly the Villeneuve 
team. The code never did gain the acceptance that the union 
game did, and while union drew thousands to the intercolonial 
games, soccer only attracted a couple of hundred. (John Oxley 
Library) 

Sketch of a place kick in 1888. A teammate held the ball 
upright for the kick. (John Oxley Library) 
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The 1913 Queensland rugby 

union team in Sydney for the in

terstate game. Queensland won 

three of the four games that 

season. Some of the players are 

wearing their Australian caps. 

When a player represented his 

state, or country, he was "cap

ped" . (Melba Studios, Sydney) 

A rugby union game at 

Beaudesert around 1907. The 

figure on the right in all dark 

colours is probably the referee. 

Both teams are wearing long 

pants and dark sweaters, though 

one team's are striped. (John 

Oxley Library) 



The Brisbane City Club team in a 1907 ladies' swimming carnival 
at Toowoomba. They won the relay race. Front: V. Nichol, F. 
Carr; hack: B. Chapman, M. Mahoney. (John Oxley Library) 



ON THE WATER 
See our oars with feathered spray. 
Splash now Hanlan's gone away; 
In our Uttle bark we glide. 
Since M'Cleer on Edwards shied. 
From "yonder hill and rocky shore," 
We'll view Ned Hanlan row no more. 
And sweet the morning breezes blow. 
Where we held our regatta show, 

Our show! Our Show, 
Held our regatta show. 

Queensland Figaro 

July 1884 

With Australia vaulting into world scull

ing prominence after Edward Trickett's 

victory against Englishman James H. 

Sadler on the Thames in 1876, crowds all 

around the country flocked to regattas to 

see intercolonial and international challenge 

matches in all classes of rowing. The above 

lines of poetry were published after the 

Brisbane visit of the great Canadian 

oarsman, Ned Hanlan, in 1884. Hanlan 

competed in the Indooroopilly Regatta and 

easily won a handicap challenge over two 

miles for the generous prize of two hun

dred pounds, more than the annual wage of 

a worker. It was just one of many occa

sions when Queenslanders could take 

pleasure in the sporting festivities in the 

spacious coastal bay regions and on the 

waters which mazed their ways through 

town and city. 

Brisbane's first boat clubs were founded 

in the early 1860s: the Queen's Boating 

The remarkable one-legged swimmer, Charles 
Olsen, with Australian comedian George Wallace. 
Despite his physical handicap, Olsen became 
Queensland champion and represented the state in 
the Australasian championships. (Mrs Black private 
collection) 

Club with its shed at the Customs 

boathouse; the Amateur Boating Club at 

North Quay; and the Government Printing 

Office Boating Club at Queen's Wharf. Of 

these, the Queen's Club, established in 

1861, was considered at the time to be "an 

undertaking universally esteemed and 

beneficial in an Anglo-Saxon community". 

Rowing was often cited, in typical Vic

torian rhetoric, as a sport which con

tributed, like cricket and football, to the 

development of characteristics which 

would be useful in later life. It contributed 

to the physical and psychological growth of 

the individual. It strengthened the frame. 

It fostered endurance and a "true manly 

spirit". It supposedly inculcated pluck and 

determination. On the basis of these claims 

rowing, that "true British activity", was 

quite easily justified. 

In the 1870s at least four more clubs 

were formed in Brisbane: the Commercial 
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Yachting on Moreton Bay, 
1905, in champion ten-footer 
Iduna. (John Oxley Library) 

M.J. Slack was Australasian 
champion sculler of 1892 and 
1896 and one of Queensland's 
first nationally-acclaimed sports 
heroes. Through the generous 
support of his employers, the 
Baynes Brothers Butchers, he 
was able to become national 
champion. (Athletic Queensland) 

BRISBANE REGATTA, 
qX) tak* phM THIS DAT. th* Mth Dwnbcr 
*- 1846,atSltTWoreloek,AUi. 

Tht» FkaSbif Ei 
tbc North and 

win btaoandbo 
WWTJ. 

PDtST RACE. 
For aO vbab boata, milBnf i r t oan, la Mart 

fma UM Flaf Ship, at 11 A.a..aad yi>nwidiHm 
UM rivflr» paHiof'tlw boat o« tha iMlh aiia, aad 
rouBdiaf tha Flaf Boat off laagana Fata*, oa 
UM Mat aidt, tbni tovwda tfaa tag Ship, paauaf 
UM North Briabaoa aida. and ro—rfaf a Fhf 
Boat moored off WafanaltT'a Point, ntnnwif to 
the flaf Ship oo tha SouUi Briabana aida. 
Eotranec, lOa. Firat priaa, £6 ; meoad do., tl. 

SECOND RACE, 
To Mart at 12-80 A.M., for foar-«arad boata— 

•aoM routt aa tha wfaala boata. • 
Entrance. lOt. Firatpriae, £ 5 ; Baeoad do.,£l. 

THIRD RACE, 
To tlart at 2 P.M., for tvo-oartd boata, to pro* 

cced round the boat moored off Kangaroo Point, 
on the east aide, returning oo the wcat. aad back 
to the place of atartinfoo the South Briabana wle. 
Entrmnce, 5t. Firat priae, £4 ; accood do., £1. 

FOURTH RACE, FOR SCULLERS. 
To atart at S r M .. and proceed round the boat 

moored off Wahnaley'a Point, oo tha North Bris
bane aide, and returning to UM Flag Ship oo the 
aoath aide. 
Entrance,28. ftd. Firatpriae, £ 3 ; aeeooddo., lOi. 

FIFTH RACE. 
For a dingy and gig, or any other four-oarei 

boat—to atart immediately after the last race; to 
be decided in fifteen minutea; the man in thedingy 
must be cai»ht by the bovman of tha gig. 

Entrance, freê  Priae, £2. 
R U L E S : — 

Boats to be entered, aad entrance paid, on board 
UM Kkf Ship, before half-paat 10 A.M. 

TIM decisioa of the Umpire io be Anal. 
A red flag will be hoiatcd on board the Starting 

Ship, ten minutea before starting, when the pulWrs 
are to draw lota for plaeea; and a bdl will br 
rung when bokU are to take their poaitioos fur 
starting. 

E. OER, Trfwurer. 
W. CONNOLLY, Secretary. 
T. DOWSE. Umpire. 

The announcement of the 1846 Brisbane Regatta 
reveals the extensive organisational level already in 
existence: the boats and courses were specifically 
defined, there were prizes for all races, entrance fees, 
a Flag Ship, and an umpire to ensure that all rules 
were strictly adhered to. (Moreton Bay Courier, 8 
December 1846) 
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Rowing Club, the Regatta Club, the Brisbane Boating Club, 

and the Mercantile Rowing Club. The Brisbane River offered 

the perfect faciUty for both practice and competition, and regat

tas had been held on the river since 1852. The regatta was, by the 

mid-1870s, an annual event of pomp and ceremony, described as 

being "enlivened with craft of all kinds, boats under sail, pulhng 

boats, steamboats, barges, steam launches, from the trim yacht 

to the humble square-ended, all carrying their quota of spectators 

or pleasure-seekers". The scene on the banks was no less 

animated or colourful, the shores peppered with vast numbers of 

picnic parties. Club regattas were held regularly, however it was 

the Anniversary Regatta in commemoration of statehood, inter

colonial meetings, the grand aquatic carnivals, and special 

challenge races which brought out the larger crowds. At these 

festivities, according to a contemporary newspaper report, " the 

aquatic fever pervaded all classes of the community". 

Brisbanites were not alone in their devotion to rowing. Set

tlements on the coast such as Rockhampton (1877), 

Maryborough (1877), Wide Bay (1881), and Bundaberg (1886) 

formed their boating and rowing clubs, organised their regattas 

on holidays and at other celebratory times, arranged contests bet

ween towns, and competed in the colonial championship races. 

The onset of intercolonial competition in 1885 and the inaugura

tion of the Queensland Rowing Association in 1889 were the last 

in a series of events which marked rowing's diffusion and con

solidation throughout the colony. Rowing appealed to a broad 

spectrum of the population. Although its organisers were usually 

from successful middle-class and upper-class occupations, com

petitors were local businessmen, schoolmasters, bankers, and 

artisans, while spectators came from all classes. 

Saihng, however, was more exclusive. The Brisbane Sailing 

Club, founded in 1885, was the preserve of the wealthy. It 

became the Royal Queensland Yacht Club in 1902. Yachting 

races were held at Humpybong, Cleveland, Sandgate, and 

Southport, first for boats of all sizes and later for restricted 

vessels, notably the sixteen-foot, eighteen-foot and twenty-two-

foot boats. Interested viewers watched proceedings from the 

shoreline but owners, club members, guests, and officials follow

ed the races on board their private craft. The more important of

ficialdom travelled on the government ship Lucinda, a floating 

elite social club which served cooled drinks, afternoon tea and 

sandwiches to its passengers as it paddle-wheeled the river and 

bay areas among the flotilla which observed the day's racing pro

gram. Queenslanders were indeed quite at home with their 

recreations on the water. 

And in it. Despite the natural dangers — sharks and crocodiles 

— and the unnatural laws — until just after 1900, beach swimm

ing in daylight hours was banned — Queenslanders could not 

resist the water. In the 1890s they also enjoyed swimming car

nivals, particularly when the star attraction was diminutive 

"Skeeter" Moore. Skeeter, a boy who stood three-foot-tall, per

formed at carnivals accompanied by his minder, Rockhampton 

Swimming Club's honorary secretary Maurice Marcussen. 

Skeeter's act was to dive from a specially-built ten-foot-high plat

form into two feet of water. Such feats, along with less restric

tive bathing rules, inspired the construction of public river baths 

and later permanent pools such as Brisbane's Spring Hill Baths in 

Arthur (now Torrington) Street. This featured a seventy-seven-

foot indoor pool thirty feet across, with a diving board and 

shppery-shde. Built in the Victorian era, it also offered showers 

and "needle baths", and sixty-two dressing rooms. The water 

was originally pumped from the Brisbane River. In Toowoomba 

the public baths used natural spring water. Competitive swimm

ing began in the mid-1880s and in 1900 there were three clubs. 

By 1908 the Council of the Queensland Ladies' Amateur Swim

ming Association boasted its own uniform. One of Queensland's 

first ventures into the national swimming championships was in 

1912 in Perth, where Frank Springfield, Charles Olsen the one-

legged swimmer, and a man called Pike were featured. By 1916 

Brisbane supported nine swimming clubs, and there were 

another nine throughout the state. 

Outstanding Victorian swimmer Frank Beaurepaire (left) and Queenslander 
Frank Springfield (right). Springfield was Queensland's first Olympic swim
mer, competing in the 1908 London Games. He was Queensland Champion 
from 1904-8 and Australian Champion 1906-7. (Springfield family private 
collection) 
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One of Queensland's outstanding female swimmers was 

Mabel Springfield. Though selected for the 1920 Olympic 

team, she did not go. Two Olympics later, in 1928, she was 

the chaperone for the ladies' team. (Sprmgfield family album) '^^^ ^ " ^ ^ ' " " ^ ' 8 ' " ' ^°' ^'''' ''^^'' y^""^''' i^"'''''''^''^" ^^^''^er, 23 January 1875) 

Queenslanders take to the sea at Welhngton Point, 1914. 

(John Oxley Library) 
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A Queensland champion swim

mer of the early 1900s, Charles 

Olsen also became famous for 

his comedy routines at swim 

carnivals, and is pictured at one 

in Brisbane. (Mrs Black private 

collection) 

• '«*««*«<t»««*W*i*,, «te 

A swimming carnival on 

Dalrymple Creek, Allora, near 

the Princess of Wales Hotel, in 

the early 1900s. The club shed is 

pictured on the right and the 

dinghy was used as a starting 

point. (John Oxley Library) 

Swimming in the country. This 

was the Aramac pool in the 

early 1900s. (John Oxley 

Library) 
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"Skeeter" Moore (right) was the 
smallest competitive swimmer 
in Queensland in 1890. 
Chaperoned by Maurice Mar
cussen, Skeeter displayed feats of 
daring and skill, diving from ten 
foot into two feet of water. The 
Rockhampton "Pocket" was 
three foot tall. (John Oxley 
Library) 

The opening of the Brisbane Rowing Club by W. Cairns in 1875 attracted 
the prominent citizens of the city and was a grand social occasion. (Australasian 
Sketcher, 4 October 1875,^.85) 
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Professional rowing was big in Queensland in the 1880s, and the visit to Brisbane 
of Ned Hanlan, the Canadian world champion, was a major event in 1884. 
(Queensland Figaro, 28 June 1884) 

The spectre of professionalism was represented in a cartoon of 1884 titled 
"Money and Merit". "Ah, Mr. Hanlan, do tell us how you do it. I'm 
thinking of leaving the service of the Bailie, and I want to quit the law for a 
better paying business." (Queensland Figaro, 28 June 1884) 
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The Brisbane River had many 

shark tragedies in the early years 

before enclosed river baths were 

built. (Illustrated Sydney News 

and New South Wales Agricul

turist and Crazier, 18 December 

1880, p.16) 

At Yeppoon beach around 1906, 

change sheds were plentiful, and 

women could demurely step in

to the water without being 

witnessed by masculine eyes. 

(Capricornia College of Advanc

ed Education) 
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Beachboats on the sand at Coolangatta in the 1920s. (John 
Oxley Library) 



Peter Jackson demonstrating the skills of boxing in San 
Francisco. The length of his reach is clearly seen. 
(Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales) 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
Face to face with an opponent on even terms, bound by all the tenets of the art and 

of British manliness to take no mean advantage, and at the same time compelled, by 

the opposing force and vigour of the combat, to exert every faculty of mind and 

body to avert defeat and turn it into victory, here, I say, is the training ground, not 

alone for soldiers, but for our general manhood. Here was evolved the grim deter

mination which has enabled our fathers to go forth in conquering warlike legions, 

and as pioneers battling with nature in distant wilds, laying the foundations of new 

and prosperous kingdoms, even such as this fair land of Queensland, and carrying 

everywhere the banner of civilisation and freedom, until all the fair places of the earth 

are peopled by our kindred. 

Athletic Queensland 

1900 

Such was the verdict on the advantages to 
be derived from "the cultivation of box
ing" at the turn of the century. This was, 
of course, the gentleman's viewpoint. 
However boxing and other professional 
sports in Queensland had other benefits. 
Considerable financial rewards as well as 
public notoriety came to those enthusiasts 
who played for "money and merit" rather 
than for purely the love of the games. 

Bare-knuckle fighting was popular 
amongst certain sectors of Queensland's 
colonial population, finding particular 
favour at city and country taverns where 
organised bouts were often long and 
bloody. At times, especially through the 
1850s and 1860s, such fights were arranged 
in secrecy and were broken up by the police 
for breaching the laws concerning peace 
and riotous assembly. These unofficial 
fights later lost pubhc support, mainly 
because of the promoters' dishonesty, the 
lack of talented fighters, and the new 
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The famous Arthur Postle, world champion, shakes 

the hand of the Irish runner Day after soundly 

defeating him. (Mitchell Library, State Library of 

New South Wales) 

crusade for humanitarian, social and moral 
improvements. But prize fighting assumed 
a greater degree of respectability in the 
1870s when its proselytes, such as former 
Austrahan champion Larry Foley, attemp
ted to put the sport on a more scientific 
footing. A bare-knuckle academy, as it was 
called, was set up in Brisbane by two 
former professional fighters, Fred Shaw 
and "Soldier" Knight, in 1872. This ven
ture unfortunately was not a success. Three 
years later Jack Dowridge, born in Bar
bados and known during his career in the 
ring in England as the "Black Diamond", 
opened his Athletic Hall in Brisbane with 
much better results. Other instructional 
facilities helped to improve the quality of 
fights and the image of the sport, although 
the bouts themselves still retained many of 
their vicious features. For example, in 
Charters Towers in 1884 a miner, Tom 
Morley, won a particularly violent fight in 
front of an appreciative two hundred spec-
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Professional athletics captured the im

agination of Queensland, but the sport 

ultimately declined because of the 

"f ixing" that frequently occurred. 

This photograph shows four athletes 

competing, left to right, Dancey, 

Wrya, McKinley, Sullivan. Such races 

always attracted a large crowd. (John 

Oxley Library) 

Charlie Brabazon and O. Priaux 

display their boxing skills to Professor 

Lau at Feniton in 1889. Amateur box

ing was an acceptable form of physical 

exercise for gentlemen, however it was 

very differentiated from the profes

sional version. Though the upper 

classes patronised professional boxing, 

the boxers were from the lower class. 

(Darling Downs Institute of Advanced 

Education) 
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tators for a purse of one hundred pounds. The fight ended in the 

seventy-fourth round. 

The introduction of the Marquis of Queensberry Rules, for

mulated in 1884, raised the profile of pugilism once again. Pro

fessional boxing was restored in public favour by the 

Queensberry regulations as itinerant and local fighters cashed in 

on the boom in the sport. Fights were well-patronised in 

Brisbane at Dowridge's Athletic Hall, the Albert Hall, the Gaie

ty Theatre, the Columbia Skating Rink, and the Australian 

Gardens, as well as at the town halls of the colony's various set

tlements. Great talents included Australian heavyweight cham

pion Frank Slavin and the black West Indian, heavyweight Peter 

Jackson. 

Born in the West Indies in 1861, Jackson arrived in Austraha 

as a seaman and learned the skills of boxing from Larry Foley in 

Sydney. He went overseas and fought a sixty-one round draw 

against James J. Corbett in 1891, and knocked out Australian 

champion Frank Slavin in London. World champion John L. 

Sullivan refused to fight him, drawing the colour hne on the 

West Indian. After being knocked out by James J. Jeffries in 

1898 Jackson returned to Austraha, his successes capturing the 

imagination of a doting Queensland public. When he died of 

tuberculosis in Roma in 1901 Jackson was buried in the 

Toowong Cemetery in Brisbane. Such was his fame, the funeral 

procession extended three quarters of a mile, and ah business 

houses along the route were closed. He was regarded as one of 

the greatest athletes of his day. 

Boxers were not the only athletes seeking money as well as 

merit. Professional pedestrianism was extremely popular in the 

1880s and 1890s when enthusiastic crowds gathered at local 

racetracks to watch the skills of the famous Aborigine Charlie 

Samuels and the great Arthur Postle. The cyclists had their 

moments too when the bicycle craze was at its zenith in the 

1890s and club professionals competed in the cycle carnivals 

which were held with regularity in Queensland's main centres 

under the auspices of the League of Queensland Wheelman's 

Association. Handicap and chaUenge races with side bets and 

prize monies were also prevalent in running and cycling. 

Queensland's numerous professional sports meetings in centres 

such as Bundaberg, Gympie, Rockhampton, Charters Towers, 

and Brisbane appealed to the peripatetic athletes from other parts 

of Australia as well as to ambitious locals. Professionahsm co

existed favourably, although not always comfortably, with the 

more prevaihng amateur sporting ethos, and prospects of athletic 

fame and fortune were incentives which helped to shape the 

structure of sport in the colony. It particularly provided oppor

tunities for working-class men with athletic talent to pursue a 

livelihood in sport. 
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A professional footrace on a bush track 
at Caboolture, about 1908. Note the 
standing start, and that all runners are 
starting at scratch. It is possible this 
picture was posed, because in profes
sional races, the various runners were 
usually given handicaps. (John Oxley 
Library) 
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Queensland's and Australia's greatest pro
fessional sprinter, Arthur B. Postle, 
(above), was born in Pittsworth, near 
Toowoomba. Known as the "Crimson 
Flash", he was considered the world's 
fastest runner. (John Oxley Library) 

M% lid Nn^^tf ^.J.TLd, 
Three Queensland professional boxing champions of 1916. The Hammond brothers, one the heavy and midr 
dleweight champion and the other taking the featherweight title, and Frank Tully, the light and welterweight 
champion. The Hammond's grandmother was a Tully, so the athletic genes in the family were apparent. (Mrs K. 
Lehane, Tully family album) 
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in iy06, Rochfort Beauchamp Day, an Irishman who claimed to be the world champion sprinter, was brought to Australia to compete 
against Arthur Postle. In a series of races — ranging from 75 to 440 yards — on the West Australian goldfields, Postle proved to be the 
taster. In this 440 yards race, though Day led at the 300 yard mark by 5 yards, Postle still won. (Mitchell Library, State Library of New 
South Wales) 
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Peter Jackson, unc rowned champion of the w o r l d . T h o u g h born in the W e s t 

Indies, he came to Australia at an early age and learned his b o x i n g in Sydney. 

H e defeated the w o r l d ' s best overseas, bu t the great John L. Sullivan of 

Boston " d r e w the colour l i n e " and refused to fight h im. In 1900-01 he lived 

in R o m a because he had developed tuberculosis. O n his death there , his body 

was b r o u g h t to Brisbane for the largest funeral procession seen in the city. He 

is buried at T o o w o n g Cemete ry . (Mitchell Library, State Library of N e w 

South Wales) 

A c o m m o n practice at the t u rn of the cen tu ry was for athletes to have nude 

por t ra i ts t aken . T h e athletic p r o p o r t i o n of b o x e r Peter Jackson ' s magnificent 

body is clearly seen; he was six feet in he igh t and we ighed fourteen stone two 

pound. (Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales) 
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Frank ("Paddy") Slavin, a bare-knuckle fighter in the late IBTOs and 

early 1880s, toured Queensland with a boxing troupe. Alter winn

ing the heavyweight title of Australia he went overseas, where he 

fought Peter Jackson in 1892. Jackson defeated him in ten fierce 

rounds. (Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales) 

James Tully (centre) acted as manager for his brother, Frank 

Tully (right), who won the "Queensland 100" professional sprint 

as a schoolboy. Frank competed in the 1912 New Zealand profes

sional championships, winning the long jump and the hop, step 

and jump. (Mrs K. Lehane, Tully family album) 
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School athletics, 1920. The lanes were 
divided by string lines to keep runners in 
their separate lanes. (John Oxley Library) 



GOOD LEARNING, 
GOD AND SPORT 

This is but one example of school poetry 

linking education, sport and moral codes of 

behaviour. It reaffirmed the assertions of 

those who preached that well-worn adage 

so popular among Victorian-era educa-

tionahsts: that games built character. The 

great grammar schools of Queensland were 

nurseries of sport, centres of sporting ex

cellence and enclaves of the prevailing con

servative values and attitudes which in

fluenced so significantly middle-class and 

upper-class social thought. Staff in these in

stitutions taught their wards the moral im

peratives of sport. They encouraged their 

boys at all times, in poetic Newboltian 

fashion, to "play the game" . At 

Toowoomba Grammar, for example, the 

school was constantly reminded of this ob

jective by the following prose. 

Comrades of the Blue and Gold! 
Let us loyal be, and told 
To uphold our best traditions and our name; 
Loyal to the school we love. 
Loyal to our God above. 
Let us ever count our honour more than fame. 

Straight! play straight and keep your end up! 
Straight! shoot straight with steady aim! 

Honour and athletic fame writ on her scrolls, 
Classic laurels hardly won. 

Moral standards planted firm. 
Expanding each successive term. 

Lots of work and lots of fun — 
Floreat semper B.G.S. 

Brisbane Grammar School Magazine 
April 1908 
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Croquet at All Hallows in 1920. Since the 1890s 
croquet had been a popular outdoor recreation for 
young ladies. (Sister Jean-Marie Mahoney, All 
Hallows Convent) 

Run ye straight; three quarters run! 
run until the goal be won. 

And Toowoomba Grammar always play the game. 

The traditions and practices of Britain's 

public schools were endorsed in 

Queensland's elite halls of learning. Eton, 

Harrow, Winchester, and other renowned 

schools provided blueprints for Queensland 

school management, and Rugby School 

headmaster Thomas Arnold's idea of the 

"Christian gentleman" found particular 

favour. Many also subscribed to Arnold's 

method of entrusting some aspects of 

school government to the older boys. 

Hence, the prefect system was widely 

adopted. One other very significant ingre

dient of a British pubhc school education 

was also emulated by schools such as 

Ipswich Grammar, Brisbane Grammar, 

Toowoomba Grammar, Brisbane Boys' 

College, Nudgee College, and The 

Southport School — this was school 

games. Inspired by the Report of the Royal 

Commission on Public Schools in 1864, 

commonly referred to in England as the 

Clarendon Commission, which publicised 

the "social quahties and many virtues" of 
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The Ipswich Grammar School First XI of 1909. (Ipswich Grammar School) 

A basketball team from the 

technical college at Toowoom

ba. Note the 1920s stockings, 

ties and bandanas, and knee-

length bloomers . (Darling 

Downs Institute of Advanced 

Education) 

Toowoomba Grammar School rugby team, 1919-20. The players from the 

Downs looked tough even as schoolboys. They were coached by "King" 

Renwick (front row, second from left), a bachelor who became a legend on the 

Downs. Eddie Kann (front row, right), an outstanding cricketer and footballer 

at school, later became one of Australia's leading sports reporters. 

(Toowoomba Grammar School) 



Good Learning 79 

school sport, and by Thomas Hughes' and Charles Kingsley's 

"muscular Christianity", a host of assistant masters and head

masters championed the cause of athleticism in the antipodean 

setting. 

At Brisbane Grammar School, headmaster Reginald Heber 

Roe spread the gospel of manly games. He was devoted to Chris-

dan teaching and was also an avid sportsman, excelling as an 

oarsman, tennis player and swimmer. Roe had graduated from 

Christ's Hospital School in London and from Balhol College, 

Oxford, where he had distinguished himself in the examination 

hall, at mathematics and classics, and on the river, for his college 

crew. He arrived at Brisbane Grammar School in 1876 emphasis

ing a Christian education based on discipline and moral tone and 

stressing "the development of character and physique no less 

than mental power and examinational knowledge". It was the 

mens sana in corpore sano approach, the healthy mind in healthy 

body, the harmony of scholarship and sportsmanship. Roe en

couraged the "manly games", vigorously promoting football 

and cricket and introducing new activities such as lawn tennis 

and swimming, all designed to "invigorate the body and 

character". His products epitomised his ideal of the Christian 

gentleman, well-equipped physically and psychologically to fight 

hfe's struggles in the real world. 

There were other headmasters who extolled Roe's message. 

B.C. Lawrance of Ipswich Grammar School (founded in 1863, 

and Queensland's first grammar school) preached of games and 

espirit de corps and advocated constantly that "such games as 

cricket and football aid greatly in the development of character". 

Horace Henry Dixon sought the "highest possible moral and 

physical attainment" for his boys at Southport. And George Pit-

ty Barbour at Toowoomba Grammar turned out vast numbers of 

boys who, by the education gained, were considered intellectual

ly, morally and physically fit to take their place in Queensland 

society. One of those boys, E. Hutcheon, a member of the 

Toowoomba First XI in 1905, represented Australia in the 1908 

Olympic Games in London and wrote the first History of 

Queensland Cricket. 

While sport was encouraged in Queensland's Great Public 

schools because it "bu i l t " character, competition was a salient 

feature of this school sport. Throughout the latter decades of the 

nineteenth century, beginning in 1869 when a football game was 

arranged between the Ipswich and Brisbane Grammar Schools, 

interschool games were played on an invitational basis. Combin

ed athletic sports meetings were also held between the Brisbane, 

Ipswich and Toowoomba institutions from 1878 to 1881. But 

the major stimulus for sporting contests came in 1907 when Lord 

Chelmsford, the Governor of Queensland, donated the 

Chelmsford Cups " to encourage all-round excellence in that side 

of school life which helps build up character and manliness 

among the boys". Lord Chelmsford's gifts promoted athletic 

competition between the boys of Ipswich Grammar and 

Toowoomba Grammar for over a decade. The formation of the 

Great Public Schools Association in 1918 ensured that the ad

ministration of school sport among the network of leading boys' 

institutions was firmly established and maintained. 

Though All Hallows' Convent, estabhshed by the Roman 

Catholic Sisters of Mercy for girls in 1863, was the first secon

dary school in Brisbane and the first school to build a swimming 

pool, the tradition of sport that was so important in the boys' 

schools was not adopted. The emphasis at the school, and at 

Brisbane Girls' Grammar, was more on accomplishment in 

culture. Games and sports were not perceived as having the same 

value for girls as for boys. In the girls' schools, drill and gym

nastics were stressed, rather than games and competitive sports. 

Brisbane Girls' Grammar, the 1913 Basketball Club. Back row: A. Little, L. 
Bond, M. Appleton, J. Quinlan; front row: M. Grimes, L. Macnish, C. 
Wilson. (Brisbane Girls' Grammar) 
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Girls' sports day in bloomers and skirts 

at the Glennie School, Toowoomba, 

around 1920. (Darling Downs In

stitute of Advanced Education) 

The Toowoomba Grammar School swimming team of 1913 poses for a 

studio portrait. The school built one of the first school swimming pools in 

Queensland. As if the shoulder-to-thigh swim suits were not enough to 

ensure decency, a second covering went over the groin. (Toowoomba Gram

mar School) 

The King's College team, winners of 

the first university inter-college contest 

in rugby union at the University of 

Queensland in 1913. Such inter-college 

sport assisted the attainment of the 

educational ideal, mens sano in corpore 

sano. (Fryer Library, University of 

Queensland) 
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The grammar schools maintained the English traditions of sport. The Brisbane Grammar School 
football team of 1887 included some famous players: school-master R. Francis (fack row, on right), H. 
Luya i^ack row, in centre), A. Abbott (back row, third from right), F. O'Rourke (seated second from right). 
(John Oxley Library) 

With the Brisbane River in the background, physical culture squads give a display on a sports after
noon at All Hallows school in the early 1900s. At 9 a.m. every day the school assembled for their 
drill lesson: Monday — Dumb-bells; Tuesday — Clubs; Wednesday — Deportment; Thursday — 
Poles; Friday — Dancing. All Hallows School is still situated on the same site. (Sister Jean-Marie 
Mahoney, All Hallows Convent) 
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Louie Wilkie (Smith), pioneer women's hockey player, 
at the University of Queensland in 1913. The prudish 
dress and the high-button shoes were not the most ap
propriate outfit for a game of hockey. (Fryer Library, 
University of Queensland) 



"We who tied for the Championships" — the tennis team at All Hallows, Brisbane. The outfit worn by these players in the 1920s was an im
provement over that worn at the first interschool match in 1917, against Lourdes Hill: "We were accoutred . . . in holland uniforms, mid-calf 
length, brown heavy lisle stockings, tennis sox over the heavy stockings, tie, heavy hat and gloves — only the hat and gloves were doffed before 
starting the match." (Sister Jean-Marie Mahoney, All Hallows Convent) 



WOMEN'S SPORT 
It is satisfying to learn that the art of fencing is making headway amongst the 

feminine pupils at the Brisbane Gymnasium and at some of the schools for girls. It is 

universally admitted that for producing grace of carriage, ease of gesture, and 

freedom of movement, fencing practice is unequalled as an exercise. 

Brisbane Courier 

August 1907 

Queensland women have not always been 

encouraged to participate in sporting pur

suits. Many, in fact, were discouraged and 

even prohibited by discriminating restric

tions. Norms and values concerning the 

woman's role in society placed severe 

limitations on her behaviour in the home 

and in public. She was expected to fulfil her 

domestic duties as wife, mother and 

housekeeper while, in some circumstances, 

also working as a teacher, sales assistant or 

factory worker. Dress standards alone 

hindered a woman's ability to exercise free

ly. Despite these restraints, however, some 

of the colony's females did engage in 

healthy activities as well as in athletic 

endeavours. They slowly encroached more 

and more on the male preserve of sport. 

It is difficult to generalise about the ex

tent of women's participation in physical 

activity and sports. For those who lived on 

outback stations, for example, riding and (James Cook University) 

shooting were well-honed daily living skills. Swimming and 

bathing, or dipping, were also popular pastimes in creeks, rivers 

and waterholes of both town and country. Such participation 

was all quite informal. Women were not urged to compete in 

sports, and, until the 1880s, they never really had the oppor

tunities to become more actively involved. As new facilities for 

recreation and leisure were erected and as new clubs were 

In the country, riding skills were as essential for 

women as for men. For the ladies in the city, riding 

was a pleasurable, recreational pastime. Such ladies 

preferred to use the side-saddle, as pictured here. 

founded, outlets for women became more 

readily available. However, they still had to 

contend with the male-dominated views 

and ideals which permeated the sporting 

world well into the twentieth century. 

Lawn tennis evolved in Britain in the 

mid-1870s, and by 1876 an early form of 

the game, sphairistike, was played in 

Brisbane. Clubs were well-established by 

the 1880s and most importantly, it was ac

ceptable for women to play. And play they 

did, though the ladies perspired little. They 

wore dresses that covered their ankles, and 

it was more of a social activity. With more 

courts and clubs in Maryborough, Bunda

berg , Char te rs T o w e r s , Ipswich , 

Gladstone, Townsville, Warwick, and 

Toowoomba, along with a rising number 

of private courts, Queensland women of 

the 1890s competed with each other and 

with their male partners in club and town 

tournaments. Racquets alone cost any

where between fifteen shiUings and two pounds, and balls were 

over a shilling each, so the sport was beyond the reach of most 

working women when a wage might be two pounds a week. It 

was the women with leisure and money who benefited from 

tennis. 

Golf was another sport which offered competitive oppor

tunities, but even as club members, those women who could 
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The first ladies' cricket team of 
Memerambi, southwest of 
Maryborough, around 1911. Liz 
Postle, sister of world champion 
sprinter A.B. Postle, stands in 
the back row, second from left. 
Although the skirts were no 
longer as restrictive, the wide-
brimmed hats would have cur
tailed the vigour with which the 
girls could have played the 
game. (John Oxley Library) 

Ladies' golf at Willowburn, 
about 1900. (Darling Downs 
Institute of Advanced Educa
tion) 
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afford to play faced further restrictions. In 1901, for example, the 
ladies of the Brisbane Golf Club could only become associate 
members, were allowed inferior privileges and restricted playing 
times, and could not sit on club committees. 

Croquet also appealed to the women as early as 1881, being 
more of a social game than a physical exertion. Refreshment 
stalls and cake stands gave matches and tournaments a friendly 
atmosphere, and it was very much the respectable ladies' game. 
Indeed, the enthusiasm for tennis, golf and croquet highlighted 
prevaihng attitudes concerning those games which were deemed 
so eminently suited for ladies. Health, as with games for the male 
sex, was a prime consideration. But it was important, too, that 
the woman's passive and non-aggressive image was not tarnished 
by her involvement. There was a danger that by playing 
"manly" sports women would be considered unwomanly or 
mannish, and hence they were discouraged from competing. 

Cricket and rowing had attracted a small number of female 
adherents in the early 1890s, previewing developments after 1900 
when more competitive team and individual sports gained social 
acceptance: gymnastics, fencing, lacrosse, and basketball were in
dulged in more frequently by a greater number of Queensland 
women. Similarly swimming gained respectability, especially 
when the numerous public baths were erected in the 1880s and 
1890s. By 1914 women had voiced their dissatisfaction over 
restricted pool times and called on city officials for the establish
ment of baths for girls, or, at least, "swimming accommoda
tion". Most pools eventually yielded to this demand. Much of 
this change can be attributed to a greater consciousness of the 
benefits of physical exercise per 5e for the female population. Ar
ticles in the Brisbane Courier on Physical Culture and Physical 
Training, in 1912 and 1913, respectively, presented the 
physiological, anatomical and psychological advantages to be 
gained by extending regular physical exercise programs to grow
ing girls. "The highest kind of cultivation of the human form," 
claimed one of the writers, "is that which provides for the mens 
Sana in corpore sano — the healthy mind in the healthy body." 
The old Victorian dictum and arguments which had justified the 
advocacy of "manly" sport for so long were now forming a 
creditable basis for the rationalisation of women's sports. By 
featuring physical training for girls in the state schools, a rising 
generation and greater number of females were exposed to the 
possibihty of being more physically active. Rifle shooting, about 1914. (John Oxley Library) 
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One of the first sports clubs for 
women, the Rockhampton 
Ladies' Club. They are pictured 
in their 1890s team uniform: 
floor-length skirts, tight belts, 
sashes and straw boater hats. 
(John Oxley Library) 
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Bowls was a fashionable social 
activity for women in 
Maryborough, in 1907. It was 
not a strenuous pastime, as is 
evident from the full-length 
dresses and large cumbersome 
hats worn by the women. The 
ladies were certainly protected 
from the sun. (John Oxley 
Library) 



Women 87 

Women at the punching bag in the early 1900s. As their attire indicates, these ladies were 

not in training. Women were prohibited from even watching professional boxing matches, so 

naturally they would not be seriously pursuing this "man ly" sport. (John Oxley Library) 

^i IVlassey=Harris 
Bicycles. 

' ' ' Supreme in Swiftness, 

Symmetry and Strength. 

" Run Easy and keep Running Easy." 

Adopted by the Governments of Queensland . , / ^ 
and Victoria for the exacting service of \ ^ ^ 
their Post and Telegraph Departments. 

Examine all others, then critically inspect ours. 

QUEENSLAND HEAD OFFICE 

280 Queen St., BHsbane 
Branches ROCKHAMPTON and CHARTtRS TOWtRS. 

Agencies Everywher. 

The subject of women and cycling was a con

troversial topic discussed regularly in 

periodicals such as the Bulletin. It was not just a 

question of whether women had the right to 

ride or not (this was settled by 1895), but what 

they should wear when they rode, how they 

should ride, when they should ride, who they 

should ride with, whether they should race, 

and whether it was good for their health, their 

morals, their families, their complexions, and 

their reputations. Despite the controversy, by 

the late 1890s advertisements such as this in 

Athletic Queensland promoted cycling for 

women. (Athletic Queensland) 

The first women's hockey team at the Univer

sity of Queensland, 1912. (Fryer Library, 

University of Queensland) 
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Rock climbing for young ladies 

and gentlemen earlier this cen

tury. Such occasions fostered 

social interaction between the 

sexes. (John Oxley Library) 

6. T b o o ^ tempting tad dBlntj, BO Venu If i lu, 
BQt K Jnao, fl£t«adliijr lier tmij o'er tk« Ma. 

"Though tempting and dainty, 

no Venus is she. But a Juno, ex

tending her sway o'er the sea." 

This sketch illustrates the at

titudes to women exercising. 

(Queensland Figaro, 27 

September 1884) 

The captain of this Toowoomba cricket team was Flora Christie. By the 1920s women adopted long white trousers 

which gave them much more freedom in playing. (Darling Downs Institute of Advanced Education) 
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Golf, tennis and croquet were considered suitable sports 

for ladies as they complemented the contemporary 

cultural perspective. They were played gently, without 

aggression or much competition. As so many women 

were involved, the potential purchasing power was 

recognised by the advertisers. (Brisbane Girls' Grammar 

Magazine, 1913) 

Fourteen year-old Amy Jagensen 

Randell of Charters Towers is 

pictured with her safety bicycle. 

For women, this bicycle led to a 

revolution in women's sports

wear, and the days of hoops, 

voluminous skirts and restrictive 

clothing were finally over. The 

bicycle came to characterise the 

greater freedom enjoyed by 

women by the turn of the cen

tury. Also, cycling was a 

healthy form of exercise for 

women. (John Oxley Library) 

.i>".v,/ Sm,- l.«h<.' 

*v 
^ 

Ot l i r . ma 

(or ladies' fingers. 

Ttie " Ivanhoe," 8 6 • " Imperial." 15 -

The "Renshaw," 15 • 

Ayre's "Champion" - ' • 22 6 

n in large vafery (mm 24 - to 42 '6 

nnis Balls-Ayres 
We import a monih's supply 

. lolutel; new bolls every bme-

Champion,' 
a lime— ihat n 
ne perished I 

17 6 dox- -
rans to you ab-

nnl s Nert»^-42-feel x 3'-.feel - - IO O Io 3 2 6 
All <nir Nets are ileam tarred have a beautiful ipringinoss and ore 
bound with eilra strong canvas at the top I 

T I M QisJinlnmi Lawn Ttnn, . A.v-:,«l..>t. fn—nr,.. «.lh ihcrOfdrr ' . 

M..1.I f All v.ri, „( Sp.«img G . - N — A l l Ihe I W . 

MASSEY SPORTS DEPOT 
QUEEN! STREET (opp. GP.O.), BRISBANE. 

'W't 

N'ntlimg without Labor ! Home was not built 
in :\. Diiy ! Our reputation for ?]ioninE Goods has 
bcfii founded on years of Goo<l Service I 

The joy of the perrccUy balanced Racquet, tlic 
pleasure uf llie clean long shot that just skims Uie 
Xct, the sieiMliness rc(;v:-j.! for the •\^~<^- volley 

you know them all I And does'nt •̂ urcew 
or^failure depend on ,tlie Racquet in Tennis, tlie 
Club in Golf, the Mallet in Crojiuet 'of 
course I 

THE REAL JOY OE THE GAME 
DEPENDS ON THE GOODS YOU BUY! 

T e n n i s Kbcquets-Al l weighti. 
with a perfect balance and nice grips 

•• n 

Although archery was prevalent 

among the social elite in the 

southern states, in Queensland 

there appeared to be limited ac

ceptance of the sport. Hence, 

this is a rare photograph of 

ladies and gentlemen practising 

their archery skills at Yandilla in 

1878. Archery, not a vigorous 

activity, was a socially accep

table competitive sport for 

ladies. (John Oxley Library) 



A German gymnastic team. Germans in Queensland carried on 
the tradition of gymnastics, an activity which was such a vital 
component of life in the old country. (John Oxley Library) 
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And then will twirl the lightsome toe fantastic 
Of this our premier German Club gymnastic; 
And make no mistake you cannot dub 
The graceful foot of Turn Verein a "club". 

Queensland Figaro 
July 1884 

The Turn Verein movement promoted 

German cultural and sporting activities in 

clubs right across Australia. Nationalistic 

sympathies were fervently aroused at 

meetings of Queensland's first German 

organisation, the Brisbane Deutscher Turn 

Verein, which promoted the dancing, 

music and games of the homeland. Beginn

ing in 1884 this German club attracted a 

large accession of members who recognised 

it as an important cultural institution. At 

their masquerade balls, in halls decorated 

with national flags, they performed polkas 

and sang German folk songs. The Turn 

Verein society developed in Germany under 

Frederick Ludwig Jahn. Its advocates, call

ed "turners", used gymnastics to build up 

strength, and the club promoted na

tionalism by the coUegiality of its 

members. This was a clear indication of 

one ethnic group's indulgence in healthy 

physical activities and was illustrative of 

the advocacy of traditional customs in a conscious attempt to 

promulgate a distinctive cultural identity. For example, in coun

try areas such as Marburg, German war veterans helped start rifle 

clubs among the German community. 

There were other groups in the colony which made a signifi

cant impression on its social and sporting heritage. For instance, 

the influence of the Scots was quite pervasive, despite the 

Frank Tully, right, and his Uncle Francis set tor an 
afternoon of tennis at Ray Station. Of Irish descent, 
the Tullys and the Duracks, their cousins, were part 
of the original Queensland squattocracy. (Mrs K. 
Lehane, Tully family album) 

relatively small proportion who claimed 

Scotland as their birthplace: some 22,400 

or 5.6 per cent of the colony's total popula

tion of over 393,000 in 1891. They main

tained a well-developed Caledonian circle 

who remembered special occasions such as 

Hogmanay and St Andrew's Day with a 

staunch sense of nationalistic pride and 

celebrated them with commemorative 

gatherings. Grand Caledonian Gatherings, 

Scottish Games and Caledonian Matches 

had been held elsewhere in the antipodes 

throughout the 1850s. However it was not 

until 1864 that a Caledonian Society Sports 

was estabhshed in Brisbane. Thirty years 

later Caledonian Gatherings and Highland 

Games were in evidence throughout 

Queensland, from Toowoomba to 

Mulgrave and Bundaberg. These gather

ings incorporated traditional events such as 

putting the stone, caber tossing, piping 

contests, and highland dances. The year 

1894 also witnessed the estabhshment of the Queensland Scottish 

Recreation Club, a progressive step in the formal organisation of 

sports for the sons of Caledonia. 

Besides reinforcing the obvious ties of kinship, these gather

ings made a marked impact on the structure of colonial sport. 

They evolved as a model of respectable entertainment for other 

sections of society and furnished sporting enthusiasts with a prac-
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The St Patrick's Day procession of 

1905, seen outside St Stephen's 

Cathedra l in Elizabeth Street , 

Brisbane. Such processions brought 

out the Catholic population, and were 

a prelude to the social and sporting 

competitions which followed. (John 

Oxley Library) 
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The Catholic Youth Movement team 

of 1901 and 1902, Warwick Premiers. 

The church encouraged sports par

ticipation, resulting in the formation 

of such leagues as the Catholic Tennis 

Association. But it was in rugby union 

and later rugby league that the 

Catholic influence was most promi

nent. (Fryer Library, University of 

Queensland) 
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tical blueprint of organised athletic competition. Usually 

patronised by distinguished members of the community, such as 

the local mayor and the governor-general, programs stretched 

over several days, the list of events expanded, prizes were offered 

and spectators paid for admission, with the gate receipts often be

ing used as a means of raising money for benevolent societies and 

other charitable causes. It was a perfect example of the lead given 

in the provision of athletic competition by Scottish societies in 

nineteenth-century Australia. 

Scots were prominent in at least one other sporting endeavour, 

golf, which was another export and cultural bond. When the 

Brisbane Golf Club opened in 1896, not only were two local 

leading Scottish businessmen, J. Stuart and A. Mcintosh, largely 

responsible for securing facilities, but some who had played over 

the famous St Andrews ground were also in attendance. Over 

the years Scotsmen were hired to design courses and the rules and 

regulations of the St Andrews Club were strictly followed. This 

ethnic thread was perpetuated further by players, administrators 

and early professionals, many of whom displayed their Scottish 

ancestry. Golf, a memorial to the home country, flourished in its 

antipodean setting. If Canada became an Eldorado for the New 

World's curlers — curling being another Scottish game — 

Australia, and particularly Queensland with its favourable 

climate, became the golfer's equivalent. 

Irish settlers in Queensland outnumbered the Scots almost two 

to one, with 43,036 of them in 1891 making up 10.9 per cent of 

the population. While not as active in the leadership that was 

given to organising sport, they were nevertheless continuously 

involved by providing athletes for all types of competition and 

they quickly followed on the heels of the Scots in arranging 

societies and festivals which fostered Irish sentiments and 

celebrated Irish occasions. By 1893, the United Irish Association 

was in charge of arrangements for St Patrick's Day in Brisbane, 

and sport, as it had been since 1884, was an integral aspect of 

proceedings. Townsville, for example, held Hibernian Sports in 

the 1890s. In 1914 steps were successfully taken by those in

terested in hurling and other Gaelic field games to establish a 

Queensland Gaelic Athletic Association. The new organisation 

was headed by a leading government official, Frank McDonnell, 

and acquired the co-operation of the Ipswich Hurling Club and 

affiliations with Irish societies such as Erin's Own and St Finn-

barr's. Once again, ethnicity was strongly reinforced through 

sport. 

It was an Enghsh influence which initially coloured the col

onials' predilection for outdoor exercise and provided them with 

some consolation for the rigours of hfe in the New World. 

However, at the end of the nineteenth century, other cultural 

groups were using distinctive social, ethnic and sporting events 

as a means of demonstrating that their respective homeland still 

held the foremost place in the hearts of her expatriates. 
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Scottish athlete Donald Cameron toured Australia exhibiting his skills at 
various Caledonian and Hibernian Games. His championship status can be 
seen by the belt and the medals. (Mitchell Library, State Library of New South 
Wales) 
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BUNDABERG EN FETE. 
M I DAT7 C.AR.N1V.VI^M0VDAV, ArCUST A 

TO. SATTRADY. ALdLVT » . 

CTa^r tlw P a t n a a ^ aad ia th« Pr«arnc< at the (kivrmoiKjenrrai, Lonj Dndkr, 

CALEDONIAN SPOKTS, TWO DAYS' RA.OES, 
TWO DAYS SHOW, 

AJro HOSTS OK UTIiER A T n U C i r ^ * ^ ' 

Club swingers at Rockhampton in the 1890s. Such indoor physical activities 

were particularly prevalent among northern European immigrants. 

(Rockhampton and District Historical Society) 

The Germans pioneered gym

nastics in Australia, particularly 

activities using parallel bars, the 

horizontal bar and ladder, as 

well as rope work. (Australasian 

Sketcher, 26 October 1878) 

• Iwibll id iiiliii U» lodiatrj in TuU Uc/rWing. 

SPECIAL TRAIN 
7»0Si BftUaJANE, O.V SL"M>AY, AL'GUBT a 

RETIT.V KARK. lI, 6. 

r m X PJiBTICX'LARfl FItOM TlfK SECRETARY, 
J. 11. TUOMACk. Sanikbnv 

An advertisement for Caledonian sports at Bundaberg in 1909. The 

significance of the event was such that a special train was organised to take en

thusiasts from the capital to the fete. (Brisbane Courier, 16 August 1909) 
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The Deutscher Turn Verein Club at Woolloongabba in 1907, 

behind the cricket ground. The club served as a cultural and 

sporting centre for Germans. (John Oxley Library) 
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The St Patrick's Day sports at the 
Brisbane Exhibition Ground. It was a 
great day for the Irish, with a parade, 
athletic sports, hurhng and Gaelic field 
games. (Queenslander, 27 March 1900, 
p. 26) 

'̂% 

May Day, Ravenswood, 1907. A 
traditional old English celebration, 
dancing around the May Pole was part 
of the perennial activities organised in 
most towns. (Delamothe Collection of 
North Queensland History and 
Literature) 

A tug-of-war at the St Patrick's Day 
Sports at Kingaroy in 1928. (John Ox
ley Library) 



Tennis in the bush. (Fryer Library, University of Queensland) 



IN THE BUSH 
The kangaroo yard was built about 1870 and was built by the stockmen in Mondure 
Homestead for their blood sport. The yard was made up of split slabs, round posts, 
and split rails morticed in the round posts. A paling fence ran for about 4 miles on 
either side of the gateway and these fences formed the "wings". One wing went 
right down to the Barambah Creek and the other to the scrub at Cushnie. The 
stockmen drove the kangaroos onto the wings and followed the wings into the big 
yard. When the 'roos were closed in the big yard, the men ran them through a 
round crush into a small yard and locked them in. Each stockman had two specially 
cut sticks and would hand one to the kangaroo as a diversion and then knock the 
'roo on the head with the other stick to kill it. 

Isle and Roy Riedy 
Personal Reminiscences 

1983 

The sport of the stockman, freed from long 
hours branding and drafting in the yard, 
and from the cold, heat, wet, dust, and 
mud of his daily regime in the bush, was 
the kangaroo hattue. It bared little 
resemblance to the festivities of the upper-
class Enghsh hunt meetings after which it 
was named. At one such drive in 1875 in 
the Stanthorpe district some ten thousand 
kangaroos were yarded and killed by nearly 
three hundred shooters who afterwards 
satiated their thirsts at Gillman's Hotel. In 
Cooktown, Winton, Hughendon, Dalby, 
Millmerran, and Beaudesert, there were 
similar scenes as bushies devised their own 
sports to suit their surroundings. 

The Land Bill of 1860 had several impor
tant repercussions. It protected the rights 
of the squattocracy, enabling them to 
maintain their extensive stations for graz
ing, but it also attracted farmers or selec
tors to the colony in search of smaller farm 
properties. It was the catalyst, along with 

Golf on the racecourse at Toowoomba. The 
Toowoomba Golf Club, formed in 1896, was one 

the discovery of gold and other minerals, 
for the estabhshment of new rural set
tlements which became a focal point of life 
for country communities. Towns emerged 
to meet the needs of settlers, and churches, 
schools, stores, and hotels were erected as a 
matter of course. So too were crude 
racetracks, playing fields, showgrounds, 
and tennis courts which provided a 
welcome respite from the hardships of 
droving, fencing, land clearing, and stock 
work. Itinerant athletes — professional 
runners — travelled from one country 
sports meeting to another. At the 1895 
annual Oddfellows Sports at Charleville, 
competitions ranged from the Oddfellows 
Handicap (150 yards, run in full lodge 
regalia) to the greasy pig (winner keeps the 
pig) and the sack race (BYO sack, first 
prize a pair of plated spurs). 

When country workers came to town 
of the first in the state. (DarHng Downs Institute of for relaxation and sport , " t h e order of the 

Advanced Education) day was racing, fighting and d r i n k i n g " 
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Football in the country, married versus 

singles, in fancy dress. Such informal games 

were solely for fun and pleasure; skill and 

competition were not prime elements. 

(John Oxley Library) 

Maria Tully, with gun and dead ^ 

kangaroo. All country women could look fe 

after themselves. (Mrs K. Lehane, Tully 

family album) 

u» 
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according to historian Norma Mollar. Most men left town after 

their brief visits with "empty pockets and sore heads". For 

many, this routine never changed. Gambling on horses, fights 

and cards, and getting drunk at pubs and the races, became habits 

which were difficult to break, although, as settlements became 

more civihsed, changes in behaviour were noted. At Logan, for 

example, as writer Hector Holthouse wrote, the Boxing Day 

Races were deemed "a great improvement on former race 

meetings" because they were not "disgraced by drunkenness" 

and there was little "quarreling and fighting". While " g r o g " 

and betting remained ever present on such occasions, the 

atmosphere became less desultory when new sources of entertain

ment emerged. Impromptu riding challenges and unruly race 

meetings gave way to bush sport carnivals involving sheep-

shearing and wood-chopping contests, sheep dog trials, camp 

drafting, bucking and roping competitions. These activities, 

rather than the team sports of cricket and football, were more the 

vogue. It was an interesting exercise in adaptation as local condi

tions and the lack of equipment and numbers necessitated 

change. Creeks and rivers offered convenient swimming and 

bathing environments while even goat races and derbies, especial

ly in central and northern Queensland, were more popular for a 

time than the traditional team games. These began to appear 

more frequently after 1900 as the motor car and railway 

improved mobihty and communication between settlements. 

This strengthened the sense of community spirit which the 

sporting experiences of the country fostered. 

Besides flourishing among the common country people, sport 

was also prominent in the recreational lifestyle of the elite made 

up by the squattocracy and local residents who held influential 

and prestigious positions. The squatters achieved their wealth 

and social leadership through taking control of large rural pro

perties, hard work, inheritance and by taking shrewd advantage 

of the Selection Acts. They were often men of good birth, educa

tion and capital, described by historian Ross Fitzgerald as a 

"privileged, closely knit and self-interested g roup" . Like the 

land they procured and the sheep and cattle they bred, they con

sidered themselves the best, as they were aristocratic farmers 

with excellent connections. 

In the 1840s when the lush lands of the Darling Downs were 

first invaded, little time was left for anything after enduring a 

day's work. But things had changed remarkably by the 1870s. 

WilUam Archer, traveller, author, and son of a squatter, 

journeyed through the colony from 1876 to 1877, noticing that 

even though a station could be a hundred miles from the nearest 

town, "one could hve all the year and from year to year as lux

uriously as in the heart of London". In their mock mansions and 

extensive homesteads the squatters mimicked the Hfestyle and 

social customs of the British squirarchy. Archer wrote: "These 

gentlemen hved in a patriarchal style among their immense flocks 

and herds, amusing themselves with hunting and shooting and 

fishing." 

Famihes hke the Archers, the Leslies and the Bells indulged in 

the sporting passions of the landed gentry. At stations such as 

Peak Downs, Durundur, Gracemere, and Jimbour they kept 

their dog packs for hunting kangaroos, maintained their guns for 

wild duck and possum shooting, and played tennis and croquet 

on their private courts and greens. And in settlements such as 

Pilton, East Holden, Nobby, Spring Creek, CUfton, and Forrest 

Hill, a thriving network of polo clubs evolved just prior to the 

Great War. It was yet another way in which the country elite 

could enjoy their privileged way of life. 

Goats were prolific throughout 
Queensland, and with typical outback 
ingenuity a local sport developed that 
created great interest. This sport ap
peared to be unique to the central and 
northern country areas of Queensland. 
Boys, dressed as jockeys, are pictured 
ready for a race, some time around 
1900-1910, at Clermont. (John Oxley 

Library) 
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A social game of cricket at the Cooroy 

Showgrounds, 1911. Well-dressed women 

are at bat, and a man appears to be about to 

bowl under-arm. (John Oxley Library) 

Atop a gunyah on Terachy Station outside 

Quilpie, these women were ready with 

rifles in hand. Their four-in-hand waited 

nearby. This 1910 group included Evelyn 

Leahy and Bridget Tully. (Mrs K. Lehane, 

Tully family album) 
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A picnic at Glengallan Station in 1910. 
Note the kerosene tin billies. (Darling 
Downs Institute of Advanced Educa
tion) 

A crowd around a waterhole on a hot summer day. Some 
came dressed for swimming, but most came for socialising 
or wading at the water's edge. (John Oxley Library) 
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Easter, 1915. Charles Mills and Aubrey 

Webb proudly show off their catch. (Darling 

Downs College of Advanced Education) 

Tennis in the wilderness. On a surface which 

was most likely of crushed termite nests, 

Queensland's bush players put their stamp on 

the game. (John Oxley Library) 
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The "pleasures" of bush life are clearly 
represented in these sketches: the 
kangaroo hunt, the stock round-up, 
and the chasing of the brumbies. 
(Queensland Punch, 1 September 1879) 
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Riding skills were essential for everyone, so children were placed on a horse, 
even before they could walk. This little boy, however, is a mite apprehensive. 
(Mrs K. Lehane, Tully family album) 

The Etonville Station near Rockhampton, in 1884. Large stations such as Eton-
ville laid out their own cricket pitches and hence the workers could indulge in 
the pleasures of cricket and football without leaving the estate. (Queensland 
Figaro, 20 September 1884) 
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For a country family, their day of rest could 

be spent lying around and playing tennis. 

The family in the 1880s and 1890s was a 

close-knit unit, with Sundays being a family 

day such as this one at Gairloch House on 

the Herbert River, near Ingham. (John Ox

ley Library) 

A hunting party of a different kind in 

southeast Queensland in 1910. Obviously 

not of the squattocracy, these men and their 

dogs were a tough-looking lot. (Fryer 

Library, University of Queensland) 
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Tennis at Gracemere Station, around 1910-1920. Originally settled by the Archers in the 
1840s, Gracemere became one of the finest stations in central Queensland. Note the lagoon in 
the background where pelicans, swans and wild fowl abounded. (John Oxley Library) 
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The Allora State School Picnic, 13 
December 1918. An essential compo
nent of all school picnics was the play
ing of simple group games. (Darling 
Downs Institute of Advanced Educa
tion) 



A gentleman m Brisbane m 1884 sets out tor a ride on his new bike. By the mid-1880s the penny-farthing 
was challenged by various kinds of tricycles. Advertisers emphasised that one of the tricycle's great advantages 
was its greater stabihty, which gave a rider a better chance on steep hills. (John Oxley Library) 
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An expert at cricket once went to the wicket, 
A century he thought he could make if he pleased; 
He played the first over and felt quite in clover — 
Got ready to hit, when the poor fellow sneezed; 
His stumps rattled badly, he left the pitch sadly; 
His partner said "Very bad luck to be sure. 
But next time you're sneezy, just make your mind easy. 
And get yourself fit on WOODS PEPPERMINT CURE." 

Brisbane Courier 
July 1913 

With sport being such a large part of the 

social life of the Queenslander, it is not sur

prising to find that people took advantage 

of its commercial component and profited 

from its promotion and operation. Many 

entrepreneurs took every opportunity to 

advertise their equipment and venues. 

Other enterprising promoters, seeing the 

hold that certain sports appeared to have on 

the public, created an association between 

sport and their products in a conscious ef

fort to make them more attractive on the 

competitive market. Bicycles, bats and balls 

were sold by the thousands. Athletic halls, 

stadiums and arenas were constructed to 

cope with increasing demands. And tobac

co, spirits and an assortment of other com

modities became the focus of new advertis

ing campaigns. Businessmen saw clearly 

Penny-farthings (or "Ordinaires") were in usage 
from about 1870 to 1890. They were lighter than 
the earlier velocipedes, had solid rubber tyres, and 
large front wheels to give a higher gear. The 
majority had no brakes. Getting on was relatively 
difficult, and they were somewhat dangerous, as the 
rider was easily thrown. However, the cycling craze 

the financial rewards which sport and swept Queensland and such cycles were advertised 
leisure offered. i" specialist magazines as well as in the dailies. 

The cycling craze hit Queensland in the ^^'y'' library. University of Queensland) 

late 1870s and early 1880s. Bicycle tournaments were common in 

both city and rural settings and journals such as the Australian 

Cycling News, Bicycling News, Brisbane Cyclist, and Queensland 

Wheelman kept enthusiasts in touch with the latest information 

concerning race meetings and technological 

advancements. By the 1890s, new safety 

machines with pneumatic tyres replaced the 

older velocipedes, penny-farthings and 

tricycles. And so cychng, for those who 

could afford to pursue it, was popular 

among a cross-section of Queensland socie

ty. Amateurs and professionals raced at the 

Toowong Sports Ground, at the Exhibi

tion Ground in Toowoomba or at the 

Sandy Gallop Oddfellows Sports. Active 

young gentlemen and ladies arranged 

pleasurable touring rides and pedalled away 

to nearby parks as well as to the country 

for weekend picnics. As one contemporary 

observer noted, " the wonderful im

provements effected in the construction of 

cycles within the last decade have contrived 

to make the sport fit, not only for adven

turous youth, but for staid maturity and 

green old age". Local businessmen cashed 

in on the bicycle mania by selling bicycles 

and the varied equipment as well as appropriate clothing, such as 

bloomers for the women and special club uniforms for men. 

Specialised sports businesses evolved in the 1880s with D . 

Campbell's Queensland Sports Depot on Queen Street, original-
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The Queensland Figaro of 1884 
outhnes the various uses of 
gloves, including those for the 
sport of boxing. (Queensland 
Figaro, 12 July 1884) 

CHAMBEKLAIN:^ 
COU6H REMEDY 

IS ALWAYS IN THE LEAD 
A new line is placed on the market--6oomed, 
—people try it, hut always with the same result. 
One or two experiments ai^Lthey cry: "There 
ia nothing like Chtimh^rlii^s Cough Remedy 
mtt»r all!" and Chamherlain's remains the 
lmrt*at selling Cough Remedy in the world. 

Physical 
Development. 
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C o m p l e t e Ath l i i tu ; O u t f i t \ Wall 

J. R. NOHLB & e O . ' S , 
v)'i O m e n St . B H I S B a i V l i . 

Sporting references abounded 
for all kinds of commercial pro
ducts. Chamberlain's Cough 
Remedy claimed it was "always 
in the lead". (Brisbane Courier, 
19 June 1912) 

The great European body 
builder Eugene Sandow visited 
Australia and advertised his 
"combined developer", a wall 
exerciser, chest expander, dumb 
bells and a heavy weight lifting 
apparatus. In 1900 it could be 
purchased locally in Brisbane at 
J.A. Noble and Co., in Queen 
Street. (Athletic Queensland) 



Sporting Image 109 

ly started in 1883 by the Trimbell brothers, leading the way. By 

the turn of the century the sports enthusiasts of Brisbane could 

purchase their biUiard tables at Campbells, their footballs at 

Shaw and Sons, their tennis racquets at Perry Brothers, their 

"exercise machines" at Becker's or their golf shirts at George 

Ryder's. Bathing suits, boxing gloves, fencing foils, cricketing 

goods, and a long list of other athletic equipment and attire could 

be purchased at the various stores which catered for every need of 

the Queensland sport person. While shopkeepers and store 

owners reaped the financial rewards of Queensland's healthy 

indulgence in physical recreations, new buildings and grounds 

were erected to sustain the zealous following which many 

activities had attracted. Swimming pools, boxing halls, cricket 

grounds, tennis courts, golf links, athletic tracks, football ovals, 

billiard rooms, skating rinks, and showgrounds appeared on the 

suburban and rural landscape. It was an unmistakeable sign of the 

expanding status of sport and of the increasing endeavours to 

profit from it. 

By the early 1900s commerce had reared its head in sporting 

circles in a number of ways. Special contests, such as intercolonial 

and international matches, drew relatively large gate-paying 

crowds; professional athletes were making a living from sport; 

and the selling of equipment and provision of facilities were pro

ving to be viable economic concerns. It was inevitable that sport 

was used to publicise and sell other types of products. 

Queenslanders were exposed to numerous advertisements which 

utiHsed sport as a promotional medium. Outstanding athletes 

such as Wieneke (athletics) and Grace (cricket) lent their names 

to the promotion of various commercial products. Johnnie 

Walker whisky, for example, was presented in illustrations 

depicting bowling, archery and tennis. Each had a catchy little 

ditty such as the one which accompanied a cricketing representa

tion declaring it " the whisky with the Uttle label and the big 

reputation which keeps on scoring — 1820 NOT OUT". Andrew 

Usher, meanwhile, used racing to state the popularity of Green 

Strike Whisky: "They're all on the favourite". Chamberlain's 

Cough Remedy Syrup took advantage of athletics in the caption 

which pronounced it to be "Always in the lead", and Havelock 

tobacco aimed its campaign at a wider market: "After a long day 

with rod or gun; the hard-played game; the bout with the 

gloves; or a round with the foil; it's good to drop into the old 

arm-chair and get the pipe glowing with fragrant-flavoured 

'HAVELOCK'. " Traditionalists of the Victorian era would hardly 

nave approved of alcohol and tobacco magnates using sport — 

with its mens sana in corpore sano connotations — to increase their 

sales. But then, sport now represented more than the moral ideal 

of healthy physical competition. It was a form of popular enter

tainment, and a blossoming business proposition. 

D. O'Connor, 

ORIENTAL 
HOTEL.. . 

Wickham Street, Valley, BRISBANE. 

The "Home" of visiting Athletes 

ROWING, FOOTBALL, CYCLING, &c. 

Caterer to The Queensland Turf Club, Tattersall's Club, Brisbane Jockey Club, and 

all principal Athletic Associations. 

Every attention paid to the requirements of visitors. 

Only the Best Brands of Liquors and Beers dispensed 

Note the Address: 

Oriental Hotel, Wickham Street, Valley. 

Hotels advertised their association with sport. The Oriental Hotel, via host 
D. O'Connor, proudly announced it was the "home" of visiting athletes. 
(Athletic Queensland) 
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Even the dancing teachers of 
1913 found it necessary to 
advertise their skills. This adver
tisement was placed before a 
most likely clientele, in the 
Brisbane Girls' Grammar 
Magazine. (Brisbane Girls' 
Grammar School) 

DANCING 
MISS St. LEDGER 

(Successor to Mrs. Mason Bealty) 

TEACHER OF 

Fashionable Ballroom and 

Graceful Step Dancing 

Carriage 

Physical Culture 

and Cahsfhenics 

PROSPECTUS: PALINGS-GUICE. 

JAS. SMITH & SONS, 
Importers and Exporters of Cycles, 

PKTAIE'S BIGHT. BRISBANE. 

The name of Jack Wieneke is, to most Queenslanders, chiefly 
associated with the famous Wieneke saddle which he designed 
and which was hailed in Brisbane as "the rider's Rolls 
Royce". In the promotion of the saddle, Wieneke's athletic 
exploits were extensively publicised. An outstanding all-
round athlete, his feats in sprinting and jumping were legen
dary in southern Queensland in the 1880s, earning him folk 
hero status. Enormous monies were staked on his challenge 
matches, and he never lost. His daughter married Doug 
McLean, thus starting one of Queensland's most famous 
athletic dynasties, the McLean family. (Darling Downs In
stitute of Advanced Education) 

Ladies' or Go uitmeu's Wheein, £i2 I2s. each. 
The famous 'James," " Rothwell," " Stearns," 

and * New R*pid" Cycles in Profuse AcsortmenI 

The ease of riding was greatly improved after the advent of the pneumatic tyre 
in 1888 and the subsequent development of the safety bicycle, pictured here. 
This fostered a passion for cycling among the populace, and specialist 
businesses such as Jas. Smith and Sons evolved to cater to the needs of cychng 
enthusiasts. (Advertiser, 1897) 
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HAVELOqi 
TOBACCO 

Australia't National Smoke 

"When the bowling green was play
ing fast and true", it was argued that 
Havelock Tobacco gave that added 
pleasure and contentment to the 
bowler. (Brisbane Courier, 4 April 
1913) 

^HfclN t h e ^ret'n IH pi.iyinf{ f^ist 
i ind trxu*. .»U tha t I h e bowlc?r 

n<-«-d» t o c o n ^ j l c t c h i s plet\.-»urc ortil 
c u n t e n t m e n t i» n pip« (ul of ru:ti, 
f u U - f U v o u r e d - H A V f e X O d v . " 

rujuLA «M MtAn Ki 

Specialised sport businesses emerged in 
the 1880s. Perry Bros., advertising in 
1900, featured rifles, cricket bats, ten
nis racquets, boxing gloves, golf clubs, 
Sandow's spring grip dumb bells, etc. 
(Athletic Queensland) 

PERRY BROS.. " holc>*aK 
rontnon<)ers. 

'201 dnd '20,1 Queen St.. BRISBANE. 



CLONCURRY RUGBY LEAGUE TEAM. 
On Tour Townsville, August 2nd., 1919. 

. h i ; *iC I . OT Carey. J. H. Ethotl, J. Mornelt, T. Aitkens, J. 0 Brifcn, 0, iiarn-i. 7. Creaney, L. Honeycomb, F. Fatthfu' 

SITTING V. Dadriow. S. Pardon, T 0 Neil! M, 0 Donnell (Captain). A. Qumn, P. Conway. 

FRONT A, Forbes. T. Hamifto i. W. Rigby, S, Marbourne. C. Lowrle, C. Sherherdson. 

Rugby league administrators were much more pragmatic than those in most other sports and continued their scheduled competitions, except 
for the interstate games, throughout the First World War. Rugby union, on the other hand, virtually ceased, so when the war was over, 
union did not resume, whereas rugby league, now firmly entrenched, became the main football code throughout Queensland. The photo 
shows the Cloncurry team on tour at Townsville in 1919. (Tom Aitken's Collection, Delamothe Collection of North Queensland History 
and Literature) 



WAR TIME 
Tomorrow morning we embark on the "Nes to r" . I hope the school is go

ing well. I shall try to write to you from abroad. I do not like to leave 

without a parting word to you, and through you to the "School on the 

Hi l l " . I hope to be a credit to it, and shall always think of it when the whip 

begins to crack, and fight in the same spirit in which we played our games in 

days gone by. 

Letter from Lieutenant G. Wood, a former pupil 

Ipswich Grammar School Magazine 

December 1916 

The old and oft-quoted adage concerning 
the battle of Waterloo and the playing 
fields of Eton had been fortified in the Vic
torian era by a number of prevailing ideals. 
Kingsley's and Hughes' "manly" or 
"muscular Christianity", the educational 
cult of athleticism and a host of social 
theories which emphasised the develop
ment of a national consciousness towards 
physical advancement combined to 
popularise the notion that associated sport 
with concepts of citizenship. The idea that 
playing game such as cricket and football 
helped to foster the martial spirit was pro
minent in Victorian times, especially after 
Henry Newbolt's lines in "Vital 
Lampada", published in 1897, lionised the 
athlete-soldier just before the outbreak of 
the Boer War. 

The sand of the desert is sodden red — 
Red with the wreck of the square that broke; 
The gathng's jammed and the colonel dead. 
And the regiment blind with the dust and smoke. 
The river of death has brimmed its banks. 
And England's far and Honour a name. 
But the voice of a schoolboy rallies the ranks. 
"Play up! Play up! And play the game!" 

While the station workers were away at war, 
women took on more roles and did the majority of 
the work, including shearing. (John Oxley Library) 

Australia's imperial effort in the Great War 
comprised a sporting contribution not only 
in ideal but also in practice as athletes serv
ed at the front and sportsmen at home 
worked to bolster the cause. 

Men from all branches of Queensland 
sport enUsted for the "last great game" on 
the battlefields of Europe. However, sport 
continued in some form right through the 
1914-1918 period: rugby league, soccer, 
Australian Rules, cricket, rowing, 
athletics, swimming, boxing, and bowls 
kept many competitions and leagues sol
vent. Even though, as the Queensland 
Rugby Football League announced at the 
start of the 1917 season, many men had 
enlisted and were "now in the firing line", 
games and sports gatherings were not 
dramatically affected. They remained for 
the populace a diversion from the atrocities 
of war. They were also used as a constant 
reminder of the military confrontations by 
providing moral and financial support to 
the various patriotic relief funds which 
were instituted. In 1915, for example, 
under the auspices of the Queensland 
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In 1915-1916, the Director-

General of Recruiting, Donald 

Mackinnon, advanced the argu

ment that all sportsmen should 

immediately enlist, en masse. 

(Murray Phillips private collec

tion) 

JOINTOCETHER 

TRAIN TOGETHER 

#IB1RKTOCETHER 

FICHTTOGETHER 

SHOW THE ENEMY WHAT 
AUSTRALIAN SPORTING MEN CAN DO. 
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Patriotic League, there was a Patriotic Sports Gathering at 
Southbrook, Toowoomba and Tannymorel, an Aquatic Patriotic 
Carnival at Mowbray Park, a Patriotic Skating Carnival at 
Brisbane's roller rink and a Rugby League Patriotic Carnival at 
Brisbane's Exhibition Ground. These events raised money for 
such noble causes as the Belgian Relief Fund, the Queensland 
Patriotic Fund and the Queensland Wounded Fund. Throughout 
the remainder of the war, many similar fixtures were staged in 
settlements throughout the state. 

Sport and war were intertwined further by the formation of a 
separate Sportsman's Battalion, with the colourful and well-
devised enlistment posters issuing a clarion call to the country's 
athletic warriors by inducing them to "Enlist in the Sportsmen's 
1000" and to "Play Up, Play Up, and Play The Game". Some 
60,000 Austrahans died playing the "Greater Game", and their 
heroic deeds, especially in the Gallipoli campaign, did much to 
reinforce the image of Australian courage and tenacity. The part 
played by Queensland's sporting soldiers was aptly captured in 
this extract concerning the contribution of former Brisbane 
Grammar boys: 

Added to the strenuous and harmonious development of mind and body 
which the Brisbane Grammar School has constantly held before it, and of 
which it holds many proud trophies, has been that high moral sense of 
responsibility to comrades and country which has found characteristic 
athletic expression in "play the game". There is no need here to say how 
well a very large section of old boys played the game betwixt the years 
1914-1918. Over 1000 enlisted, 170 of them paying the supreme sacrifice. 

Brisbane Courier 
November 1923 

Queensland Rugby Football League. 
CRA>~D OPEXrNQ OF TfrB SEAbON. 

EXHIBITION GROUNDS, 
TO-MORROW (S.^TLTUDAYI, MAY I. 

Patriotic 
(Undfr th« Pitirwiigc of hi* KxMllsif 

tha Governor). 

ENTIRK.PROCEEne TO GO Tf« 
r.4TlU0TIC, BRLOI.'LM, AND F l f T 

tliOSS FUMW. 

T><RKK l'OOTnAt>r> M.^TCHES. 

DLbPL.-kY n v BHWBA.VE 
t.VMNA^ILM. . 

MU?IC BY BRISn.^NE CONCERT. 
BAND. . 

THB BEST a i X P E . v y v PRfK;RAili«B 
EVER PRESENTED. 

AD.MrS.SIQ.V,«d., Gr»nd.Sl«ttd W, 

F.nt MALTII U 1.45 pjD. 

jTWN^PjOLDIERS^JlfllETdft, 

? l 
v-A>swf.L*<t>;' 

• X 

v\^\. 

x^jj.^i\iv-y.,\:K\i\%r< 

1 
.'\j: ' ; i i i . A ' ' \ N 

9 
• W i 

,\.n.\^s,T.:\ 

EMIERS 1920-1921 

(^i'-ia'Jii m. 

A Darling Downs Returned Soldiers' Cricket Club, 1920-1921. The game 
made them forget the horrors of war and exemplified teamwork and local and 
national pride. (Darhng Downs Institute of Advanced Education) 

A patriotic football day held by the Queensland Rugby League in 1915 at the 
Exhibition Ground for the Belgian ReHef and Red Cross. (Brisbane Courier, 30 
April 1915) 
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COLOSSAL 

PATRIOTIC RALLY. 
BAKER'S STADIUM. 

TO-NIGHT. TO-NIGHT 
(xnnaycisa AT t pjt ** 

reoOKAim hsrtLAOBDOtxKr. i 

larfiriftC PATUOnO aOXtSQ T A M I « M I I M X X O L A X D V OODtAJT. 
BMkMl t f Vf IMr raa^iMm llhw lu^ touu ui Cd»t«s> by <•! ta*a« BUM 

AIM UM OAmCn tM DAVB lOflTR •!> i m M b k M t w * 

BAMJd UP BRJ<WAKX AKO) HXTKUPOUTAX 

"Snowy" Baker, the great Austrahan 
all-round athlete, had boxing interests 
throughout Australia, including Baker 
Stadium in Brisbane. Called the Palace 
Gardens, it was located on the corner 
of Ann Street and North Quay. Show
ing his allegiance. Baker staged a 
patriotic rally in 1916. (Brisbane 
Courier, 14 August 1916) 

AUUVBAn (xmcua, ixu.i DINO LRAOIN« CAIIP 

AinnMorf mm. MCr 0<«LT 
This memorial to those who went to the front was erected at the Gordon Gymnastic 
and Athletic Club, 1919. For such a small club, a high percentage of members 
enlisted for King and Country. (Darling Downs Institute of Advanced Education) 

I. I dOiid. 
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A patriotic appeal utilising sporting terminology. (Murray Phillips private col 
lection) 

TO ARMS! 
PLAYJEGAME! 
LOOKING ON IS 
NOT CRICKET! 
ENLC5T 

Sgd I J. NEWLANO 

The physically fit in Australian society — the athletes — were under pressure 
to enlist. (Murray Phillips private collection) 



NOTES ON SOURCES 
It would be pedantic to list all the sources read in the preparation of this text. 
Rather, it may be of interest to identify some of the relevant primary and 
secondary material which was consulted and which may be of use to those 
who want to pursue the topic. 

The richest information is to be found in the State's numerous newspapers 
and periodicals such as the Brisbane Courier, Queensland Times, Queensland 

Figaro, Queensland Punch and Brisbane Worker. Major local sporting journals of 
the era included the Brisbane Cricketer, the Queensland Cricketer and Footballer 

and the Sports Observer, and a special Saturday edition of the Brisbane 

Courier. 

A mine of facts, dates and analysis of early sport in Queensland can be found 

in W . B . Carmichael and H . C . Perry's Athletic Queensland: A History of 

Amateur Rowing, Boxing and Physical Development, Pedestrianism and Cycling in 

Queensland (Brisbane, H.J. Diddams & Co. , 1900). Contemporary magazines 

published by the local private schools such as the Brisbane Grammar School 

Magazine and the Ipswich Grammar School Magazine provide some marvellous 

descriptions of daily life, including sport, at these institutions. 

A number of historians have dealt directly with sport's place in the fabric of 

Queensland society. The depth of discussion varies markedly. But the main 

works include Ronald Lawson's excellent section on leisure activities in 

Brisbane in the 1890s: A Study of an Australian Urban Society (St Lucia, UQP, 

1973); C.G. Austin's " O n e Hundred Years of Sport and Recreation in 

Queensland", published in the Journal of the Royal Historical Society of 

Queensland, Volume VI, Number 1, September 1959; George Finkel's chapter 

on Sport in Queensland 1824-1900 (Brisbane, Thomas Nelson, 1975); and 

parts of Ross Fitzgerald's A History of Queensland From the Dreaming to 1915 

(St Lucia, UQP, 1982). 

Numerous historians have written articles in a variety of journals. While 

the content of the papers does not always deal specifically with sport in 

Queensland, it does provide insights into the historical development of sport 

in Victorian colonial societies. Journals of particular interest include the Journal 

of Sport History, Sporting Traditions: The Journal of the Australian Society of Sport 

History, the British Journal of Sport History, the International Journal of History of 

Sport, the Royal Historical Society of Queensland, the Victorian Historical Journal 

and the Journal of the Royal Historical Society. Supplementing these are articles 

appearing in proceedings of conferences of societies which meet regularly to 

discuss the academic study of the history of sport. 

Several authors have dealt with the topic of sport in other Australian col

onies. These works have a bearing on an interpretation of sport in colonial 

Queensland. John A. Daly gives a detailed analysis in Elysian Fields: Sport, 

Class and Community in Colonial South Australia, 1836-1890 (Adelaide, Daly, 

1982). Wray Vamplew presents a concentrated picture of events in the same 

colony in "Sport: More than Fun and Games" in E. Richards' The Flinders 

History of South Australia (Adelaide, 1986). And Brian Stoddart offers a view of 

Western Australia in a later period in "Sport and Society, 1890-1940: A 

Foray" in C.T. Stannage's A New History of Western Australia (Nedlands, 

University of Western Australia, 1981). 

Studies focusing on the history of particular sports in Queensland have been 

valuable resources. Books consulted include J . R . D . Mahoney, Wide Bay and 

Burnett Cricket, 1864-1908 (Maryborough, 1908); T . Welsby, Royal 

Queensland Yacht Club: Its History, Early-day and Contemporary Sailing Events, 

With Some Aquatic Reminiscences (Brisbane, Watson Ferguson, 1918); H. 

Wetherell, A Short Historical Sketch of the Commercial Rowing Club (Brisbane, 

Commercial Rowing Club, 1945); E.H. Hutcheon, A History of Queensland 

Cricket (Brisbane, Queensland Cricket Association, 1948); J.F. McGill, 

Historical Happenings and Incredible Incidents of the Queensland Turf (Brisbane, 

Premier Publications, 1964); R. Erskine, A History of Ipswich Soccer (Ipswich, 

1980); W . Bickley (ed.). Maroon: Queensland Rugby Union Centenary 1882-1982 

(Brisbane, Queensland Rugby Union, 1982). Theses completed at the Univer

sity of Queensland's Department of Human Movement Studies were equally 

as informative, specifically J. Ross, "Pedestrianism and Amateur Athletics in 

England and Australia in the Nineteenth-Century: An Historical Study of the 

Genesis of Modern Sport" (1983); G. Blades, "Australian Aborigines, 

Cricket and Pedestrianism: Culture and Conflict, 1880-1910" (1985); and 

M.G. Philhps, " A History of the Brisbane Golf C l u b " (1986). 

There are several books which, when combined, give a soHd background to 

sport in Australian history. These are Gordon Inglis, Sport and Pastime in 

Australia (London, Methuen, 1912); Keith Dunstan, Sports (Melbourne, 

Cassell, 1973); J . W . C . Cumes, Their Chastity Was Not Too Rigid: Leisure 

Times in Early Australia (Melbourne, Longman Cheshire/Reed, 1979); Brian 

Stoddart, Saturday Afternoon Fever: Sport in the Australian Culture (North Ryde, 

Angus and Robertson, 1986); and Reet Howell and Maxwell Howell, A 

History of Australian Sport (Drummoyne, Shakespeare Head Press, 1986). 

Finally, the illustrations in this book were gleaned in the main from the 

John Oxley Library, Brisbane; the Fryer Library, University of Queensland; 

the Mitchell Library, State Library of N S W ; Brisbane Grammar School; 

Brisbane Girls' Grammar School; Toowoomba Grammar School; Ipswich 

Grammar School; Darling Downs Institute of Advanced Education; Capricor

nia Institute of Advanced Education; James Cook University of North 

Queensland; All Hallows Convent; the Lehane (Tully) collection; the Murray 

Phillips collection; Mrs Black collection, Goff Morgan collection; Spring Hill 

Baths; Herb Steinohrt collection; National Library, Canberra; Moreton Bay 

Courier; Brisbane Courier; Queensland Punch; Queensland Figaro; Australasian 

Sketcher; the Illustrated Sydney News and NSW Agriculturalist and Grazier. 
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