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Palliative Care

Activity Report of Palliative Care Team Nurse

Yoko OHORI, Yuri YOSHIDA and Yoko HIROI

Department of Nurse, Tokyo Women's Medical University Hospital

This report shows the results of a study investigating the activities of the palliative care team, the role of

care workers in the team and care workers at wards who receive instructions from laison psychiatrists. The

core activities are as follows: consultations, conferences, and study meetings on palliative care. The teams need to

share all available information and plan ahead so as to participate without confusion at the clinic or for patients

and their families. Therefore, nurses need to take part as coordinators between the clinic and the teams and to

hold conferences or study meetings periodically. Nurses working for terminal patients at the acute stage ward

undergo various kinds of pressure while caring for their patients. Nurses have accepted facts that the counsel of

the teams helps symptom to palliate and that circumstantial assessment and the problems are settled. With get-

ting judgment on psychology phases of patients, especially terminal patients, about receiving their disease and

getting solution for the mental phases, it seemed to become easier to communicate with patients. [The meaning

of these sentences is not clear. Please clarify. It would help to have the Japanese abstract as well]

Key words: palliative care team, terminal care, acute ward, palliative care
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