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All the world'’s a stage;

And all the men and women merely players:
They have their exits and their entrances
And one man in his time plays many parts....

Shakespeare; As you like it.






Contents

Chapter 1

Part |

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Part Il

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Pathogenesis of Enterococcus faecalis infections.
Review of the literature.
Scope of the thesis.

Virulence of Enterococcus faecalis in the host

Genogrouping and incidence of virulence factors of Enterococcus
faecalis in liver transplant patients differ from blood culture and fecal
isolates.

Journal of Infectious Diseases 2002; 185: 1121-1127

Molecular epidemiology of Enterococcus faecalis in liver transplant
patients at the University Hospital Groningen.
Journal of Hospital Infection 2003; 55:53-60

Fluorescent in situ hybridization with specific DNA probes offers
adequate detection of Enterococcus faecalis and Enterococcus
faecium in clinical samples.

Submitted

Enterococcus faecalis in biomaterial related infections

Enterococcus faecalis surface proteins determine its adhesion
mechanism to bile drain materials.
Microbiology 2002; 148: 1863-1870

Atomic force microscopy study on interaction forces between
Enterococcus faecalis with and without aggregation substance.
Submitted

Adhesion to bile drain materials and physicochemicalb surface
properties of Enterococcus faecalis strains grown in the presence of
bile.

Applied and Environmental Microbiology 2002; 68:3855-3858

11

31

33

47

59

69

71

83

93

nw—H4zZzm4zZ200n



10

Chapter 8  Summarizing discussion

Chapter9  Dutch summary
Nederlandse samenvatting

References

List of abbreviations
Dankwoord
Curriculum Vitae

103

113

121
141
145
149



