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A bibliographic survey of the distribution of the river otter Lutra lutra
in Gifu Prefecture, Japan

Takahiko MUKALI and Keiichi KAJIURA
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Abstract

We surveyed bibliographic records of the river otter (Lutra lutra) in Gifu Prefecture, Japan.
Of 103 books concerning the history of municipalities of the prefecture, only 20 books included
records of the river otter. Four books about the natural history of the prefecture included
additional information of the river otter. These records suggest that the distribution of L. [utra
had spread to 24 municipalities in the mountainous area of Gifu Prefecture but had become
extirpated in much of the area during the Meiji period (1868—1912). Some records indicate that
the river otter survived until the early Showa period (the 1930s). These bibliographic records
suggest that the overhunting of L. /utra in the Meiji period might have irreversibly damaged the

river otter population.
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