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A Study of Tanka Poetry of TAKEDA Shingen
—— A Song of Cherry Blossoms ——

Keiji SHIMAUCHI

Abstract

TAKEDA Shingen (HH/EX ;1521 ~ 73) was a renowned daimys (feudal lord) who governed
Kai (H2£) and Shinano (f§7%) Provinces. As well as a military tactician, he was a man of letters.
Shingen studied tanka poetry (F1#) because he aspired to hold both “the pen and the sword (3
X —18).” His poem calligraphed on colored paper (fi#%) is treasured in the Erin{i Temple (&
#M3F) even now. The poem reads as follows:

sasowa-zu wa Fol9E
kuyashikara-mashi KRL2bFL
sakura-bana Ry (4
sane-kon koro wa FEIAZAHIZ
yuki no furu tera ED5LLTH

It is noteworthy that Shingen employed Chinese characters #%75| and 3 in writing & %5 (to
invite) and & 72 (really) respectively. By so doing, Shingen hinted at allusions to Wakan roei-shii (F1
BEATKEE) |, Genji monogatari GIRICHIEE) , and Ise monogatari (FFEWEE) .

This paper argues that Shingen’s tanka poem can be interpreted as a self-praise of his being a
master of both “the pen and the sword.”

Keywords : IRHfE X, REMSE, MK, FUEPEKE, HIKWEE PEWEE 22 A
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