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On the 9th and 10th of March, 2011, our centre hosted an
international symposium entitled Future Trends in the Bi-
ology of Language, in which renowned researchers were
invited from both within and outside Japan to present their
ongoing research on the genetics, evolution, neuroscience,
or acquisition of language. One trend that emerged from
the symposium is to deemphasize the uniqueness of hu-
man language and focus more on the continuity between
language and other cognitive abilities. This trend may be
one possible future direction for multidisciplinary research
institutes like ours.




